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PKEFACE. 



To the Church of Christ of " all nations, kindreds, 
and tongues/' is this little work presented, with the 
most fervent heart-prayer, that the Lord will be 
pleased to own it as the inditing of his Holy Spirit 
by giving the sealing testimony of a spiritual blessing 
on the souls of the readers. 

These Meditations were commenced^ without the 
slightest intention of publishing them, at Downend, a 
retired little hamlet near Bristol, in July, 1838, after 
reading for a few days Dr. Hawker's " Morning Por- 
tions." These were most sweetly applied to the soul, 
and not having them in possession, the thought 
occurred of writing a daily portion from texts noted 
in the preceding year. The Scripture passages were 
not, therefore, selected for the purpose ; they were 
texts peculiarly applied to the mind in the daily 
reading of the Holy Scriptures. 

The desire is to acknowledge that the work of such 
an eminent servant of Christ, such a faithful minister 
of his gospel, has been the model, while it would be 
considered presumption to pretend to an imitation of 
the spiritual productions of such an eminent divvwe 
and experienced Christian, This little work \a \wl\. 



JANUARY. 

Jan. 1. — Fcr the Lord your God is Ood of gods, 
and Lord of lords, a great Ood, a mighty and a 
terrible: which regardeth not persons, nor taketh 
reward. — Deut. x. 17. 

We are brought at once into the presence of the great 
God : begin our reflections, by contemplating the God 
of gods and Lord of lords ; mighty in acts — wondrous 
in power — eternal in being — unchangeable in pur- 
pose — terrible in judgments — firm in execution — 
whose justice cannot spare the guilty — whose mercy 
regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward, for all his 
bounties, his care, his gifts, his blessings, which he 
bestows on the creatures he has formed : giving them 
food and raiment, and causing his sun to shine on the 
just and the unjust. 

Oh, my soul, is the Lord thy God ? Canst thou say 
my Father ? Oh, indescribable privilege ! Thou art 
my Lord and my God, and I worship thee — my 
Father, and I love thee — my Bedeemer, and I trust 
thee — my King, whom I am to obey — my Leader, 
whom I must follow. Examine thine heart — learn 
what that obedience is, which is better than sacrifice ; 
and what it is to leave all and follow Christ. 

Thou art from everlasting to everlasting, and be- 
sides thee there is no other God. Thou art the Great 
Jehovah, the Creator of all worlds, who " revealest 
thyself in times past to the fathers by the prophets, 
but in these last days hast spoken unto us by thy 
Son, whom thou hast appointed heir of all things, by 
whom the world was made.'* 

This Is the true Ood, seen in the face oi 5e»w& 
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'Christ, whom he hath sent — revealed unto us by the 
Spirit, Three Persons in One, to whom be glory for 
•ever. Amen. 



"Jan. 2. — For our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment f workethfor us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory ; lohile we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
seen ; for the things which are seen are temporal^ hut 
the things which are not seen are eteimal. — 11 Cor. iv. 
17, 18. 

Surely there is a voice that speaketh to my soul — a 
warning voice ; let it not pass unheeded ; a still small 
voice ; let it sink deep into thine heart. I am led to 
reflect on things temporal and things eternal. What 
are things temporal ? Affliction is one temporal 
thing. The apostle says, '^ Our light afflictions, which 
.are but for a moment." Light, indeed, are all the 
afflictions of the Christian, who is looking at things 
eternal ; for what is time, compared with eternity ? 
Less than a moment ; and light, inconceivably light, 
-are the heaviest afflictions, which are working for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
Look not, then, my soul, at temporal things ; but let 
the eye of thy mind be fixed on things eternal ; so 
shall thy afflictions, trials, temptations, become bless- 
ings. These will wean thee from the fleeting, perish- 
ing^ deceitful things which are seen ; and the eye of 
faith, looking to that which is not seen ; the affections 
set on that One object above, whom to know is life 
eternal ; whom to love with all the heart, with all the 
soul, and all the mind, is tiie first command ; there 
will be a peace which pafiseth understanding flowing 
into the soul during time, which will be increasing 
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through eternity, when we shall be immersed in the 
ocean of eternal love. Oh, my sonl, that thine eyes 
may be kept upon the '' Author and Finisher of thy 
faith/' so shalt thou pass through things temporal, 
and not forget things eternal. 



Jan. 3. — And now. Lord, what wait I for f My hope 
is in thee. — Ps. xxxix. 7. 

The answer to the question is very short ; but canst 
thou, my soul, enter into its fulness ? Truly, every, 
man at his best state is altogether vanity — truly, 
every man walketh in a vain show : he heapeth up 
riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them. But 
what wait /for P My hope is in thee. Oh, if this 
blessed privilege be thine, thou wilt indeed see vanity 
in all things here below. But what is this hope P Is 
it a certainty P In whom does it rest P This hope 
embraces more than can be expressed; but in one 
word it may be simply defined — it is in thee. The 
Psalmist uses a positive assertion — it is. Oh, then, 
my soul, if thy hope be indeed in him who alone 
can deliver thee from all thy transgressions, well 
may ye rejoice — well may ye wait patiently under 
every trial, nor envy the empty show and idle 
vanities of time and sense — willingly leave to the 
carnal mind, which is fixed on things temporal, 
to heap up riches, whether of gold or self -righteous- 
ness — while the poor in spirit, the despised in this 
world, the lowly in state, will quietly sit at the 
feet of Jesus, waiting upon him, resting, trusting, 
believing, hoping in him — that, as he has blotted 
out thy transgressions, so will he subdue thine 
iniquities, for his own dear name's sake. Oh, 
blessed Spirit, help me to pray, to watch, to fight, 

b2 
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resist, to look at the " dear Redeemer, dying Lamb," 
who alone is our hope through life, in death, and to 
tin eternity. There is no hope but in him. 



Jan. 4. — The Lord wiU perfect that which conceTiieth 
me, — Ps. cxxxviii. 8. 

If there be, therefore, any consolation in Christ, if any 
comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if 
any bowels of mercies ; fulfil ye my joy, ^that ye be 
like-minded. —Phil. ii. 1, 2. 

Yes, the Lord will carry on the work he has begun ; 
he will perfect his saints, and make them meet for 
their inheritance, which is secured to them by him, 
whose mercy endureth for ever ; whose love is ever- 
lasting, whose word cannot fail ; whose work cannot 
be frustrated. And is this mercy, this love, extended 
to thee, my soul ? Lord, I believe, but leave me not 
for a moment. If not upheld by thee, we fall into 
divers temptations ; if thou do not guide, we go 
astray; if thou withdraw the light of thy counte- 
nance, there is a horror of great darkness. Oh, 
blessed Lord, thy chastisements are in love ; thy 
corrections for our profit ; afflictions in mercy ; all to 
bring forth the peaceable fruit of righteousness. 

I turn from the inspired Psalmist to the inspired 
Apostle. Where are the disciples of the blessed 
Jesus ? Where the apostolic times ? Is there any 
consolation in Christ ; any comfort of love ; any 
fellowship of the Spirit ; any bowels of mercies, that 
we be like-minded ; having the same love ; being of 
one accord, of one mind ? Oh, Lord, thy people are 
divided, and all appears to be strife or vain-glory. 
Wiere, then^ is consolation ? In Christ. Where 
snjr comfort F In the love oi Ood. 'Wast^ aoy 
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fellowship ? With the Spirit. Here, then, my aonl 
is thy refuge ; thy safety, in the bosom of Jesns ; 
thy place, at his feet ; thy covering, his righteous- 
ness ; thy glory, a sinner saved by grace. 



Jan. 6. — And Manoah 8md unto his mfe, We 8haU 
surely die because we have seen Ood, — Judg. xiii. 22. 

How often is the soul of the believer harrassed with 
unbelief. I shall yet die, for I have seen God : seen 
that he is of infinite holiness ; that I am vile, and 
nothing but sin. But oh, how precious is the voice of 
faith ! If the Lord were pleased to slay me, would 
he have shown me such things P Has he brought me 
so far, and will he forsake me at last ? Would he have 
heard and answered my prayers ? Would he have 
given me the desire to seek, to love, to follow, to obey 
him, if he had not intended my final glorification P 
My soul, look at the faithfulness, the love, the strength, 
the power of Jesus. He mil do wondrously, but do 
thou look on. 



Jan. 6. — O Lord our God, cill this store that we 
have prepared to build thee an hov^e for thine holy 
name cometh of thine hand, and is aU thine own, — 
1 Chkon. xxik. 16. 

O Lord, my God ! Yes, it is all thine own. I have 
nothing to offer but what thou gavest me. I cannot 
pray, unless thou give the Spirit ; though I may utter 
words with the lips, I cannot obey if thou give not the 
will. I have no strength, no power, no faith, but 
what thou bestoweth ; I am dead, cold, heartless in 
the experimental life, if thou do not stir and quicken 
me. Oh, my Lord^ ^ive me abundantly wlieTe7i\^\i«\ 
io offer unto tbee; and then give me the "heart, ^^ 
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soul^ the mind^ the strength, to give thee all ; to cast 
off the deeds and works of the flesh, for thy sake ; 
leave all, forsake all, and everything for thee. Oh, 
Jesus, my Lord and my Redeemer, I am but an un- 
profitable servant ! 

Jan. 7. — And I saidj Should such a one as IJleef 
Neh. vi. 11. 

Oh, my soul, that thou couldst always enjoy the 
faith of Nehemiah ! But how many enemies are 
there continually in the way to put the believer in 
fear ; make him fly to an earthly sanctuary for refuge ; 
seek some arm of flesh ; leave his post, that the work 
of God may be hindered ! But is not every child of 
God privileged to say, " Shall such a one as I flee ? " 
one, whose eyes have been opened to see the great 
salvation that has been wrought ; a sinner saved by 
grace ; a rebel pardoned through mercy, by the blood 
of Christ; justified by his glorious righteousness; 
a member of his body ; an heir of glory ; having 
fellowship with the Father, Son and Spirit. '^ Shall 
such a one as I flee P Who is there, that being as I 
am, would go into the temple to save his life P I will 
not go in." Oh, how favoured is Nehemiah ! And lo ! 
he perceives that God had not sent Shemaiah : he saw 
the schemes of the enemies, and he could pray unto 
his God. The work was completed, for it was wrought 
of God ; and the enemies perceived it, and were much 
cast down in their own eyes ; while Nehemiah could 
rejoice, when he saw the work of God prosper ; he 
could praise his God, who kept him faithful anc 
persevering. 
Mjr aovl^ art thou alive to thy privileges — steadf as 
immovable in thy fuith P Ah I Lord God, t\i< 



JANUARY. 



knowest without thy strength we are perfect weak- 
ness ; for the streng^ thou givest, to thee be all the- 
glory and the praise, God of our salvation. 



Jan. 8. — But Ood forbid that I shovM glory, save in 
the e7'088 of our Lord Jesus Christ, hy whom the 
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. — 
Gal. vi 14. 

O God, my Father, forbid that T should glory, save 
in the cross of thy dear Son. What is there for tha 
Christian to glory in beside ? We must reply, there is 
nothing to glory in out of Christ. Is there anything^ 
valuable, abiding, any peace, joy, comfort, satisfaction 
out of him? Any strength, power, faith, hope, love, 
that is not derived from him P He has done all^ 
gives all, is all in all. What then, is there to glory 
in ? My soul, canst thou say with the apostle — Dost 
thou glory in anything save the cross of Christ P Is 
the world dead unto thee, and art thou dead unto the 
world ? We cannot be alive unto the world if w© 
glory in the cross of Christ. Can we be alive to the 
world and to Christ ? Can the world be alive to us 
if we have put on the Lord Jesus, and are walking 
in him. 

Art thou crucifying the flesh with the affections 
and lusts ; dying daily to the world P Is thy hope set 
OD. him who is the centre of all earthly good, all hea- 
venly felicity ? Dost thou believe that in Jesus thy 
eternal life is hid ; that he fulfilled the law in thy 
stead ; shed his blood that thy sins might be blotted 
out ; that in him thou art complete, art accepted by 
his Father and thy Father, his God and thy God ? 
Canst thou believe tbia, and with the eye oi ia\^^ «e» 
the great saen'flce the boundless love and glorj m 
anything but the cross of Jesus P 
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Oh, Holy Spirit, help me, by thy power, to die dai 
to this world — to live to him whom my soul loveth- 
to exalt him with whom I long to be — in whose lik< 
ness I shall awake, after the sleep of death, and s( 
him as he is. 

Be with me, I beseech thee, and help me to gioi 
only in the cross of Christ Jesus, my Lord. 



Jan. 9. — God forbid that I should sin against the Lory 
in ceasing to pray for you. — 1 Sam. xri. 23. 

Where are the faithful servants of the Lord 
Where are they who do not cease to pray for tl: 
Lord's people ? How admonitory is this declaratic 
of the faithful Samuel — ^the prophet of the Lor< 
" God forbid that I should sin against the Lord, i 
ceasing to pray for you : but I will teach you tl: 
good and the right way." You, who have rebellec 
sinned against the most high G-od, do you not doubl 
need my prayers ? do you not require that I shoul 
unceasingly pray for you ? Moreover, " I will teac 
you the good and the right way." " Only " — ^now, m 
soul, mark the prophet's words — " only fear the Lor( 
and serve him in truth with all your heart ; for coi 
sider how great things he hath done for you." Hoi 
Spirit, I would by thy help deeply consider theg 
words. It is to thee I must look for instruction. 01 
let my contemplations be for the profit of my sou 
Help me to have a continual fear of offending m 
Lord — a godly jealous fear — ^that holy fear which i 
combined with the most devoted love. Oh, if I ha 
this fear, should I ever sin — ever rebel— ever disobey 
Alas ! " there is a continual law in my memben 
warringr against the law of my mind, and bringin, 
me into captivity to the law oi am," ao ^ai\.\ c^asmc 
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serve thee as I would. But, Lord, thou knowest 
that I serve thee in truth, for thou hast given me a 
new heart, and, by the almighty power of thy Spirit, 
opened my eyes, to see myself a vile sinner — to feel 
myself worthy only of eternal condemnation ; and, 
by the same power, hast enabled me to cry out, " Who 
shall deliver me from this body of death," and to 
" thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord." Then, 
oh, my soul, wilt thou not consider " how great things 
he hath done for thee ? " Canst thou believe in this 
great salvation, and not be humbled to the dust P feel 
thyself a sinner, saved from never-ceasing torments, 
exalted to never-ending bliss, and not fear, and love, 
serve, and obey Him who hath done such great things 
for thee ? God, " I am not worthy of the least of 
all thy mercies." It is for thy great name's sake thou 
hast called a people to show forth thy praise ; hast 
raised monuments of mercy to make known the riches 
of thy grace ; hast prepared living stones, a temple 
for thy Holy Spirit to dwell in ; to build a habitation 
for thy future glory ; to shine forth in the vessels 
thereunto appointed ; and when disencumbered of 
these vile earthly bodies, they shall, in due time, rise 
glorious bodies, to Thine everlasting praise — to their 
everlasting joy. Rejoice, O my soul, and consider 
" how great things the Lord hath done for thee/' 



Jan. 10. — The eyes of tJie Lord run to and fro through- 
ottt the whole earth, to show himself strong in the 
heJialf of them whose Jieart is perfect towards him, — 
2 Chron. xvi. 9. 

Why do the eyes of the Lord run to and fro 
throughout the whole earth ? What sweet coii&o\d^AO\i 
JB there in the answer, ** To show himaeVi atroii^ tcl 
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the behalf of them whose heart is perfect towards 
him." " Behold, I, even I, saith the Lord, will both 
search my sheep, and seek them out." There is no 
place hid from his all-searching eye. Where his sheep 
are there is he. Yes, and to show himself strong in 
their behalf, " He will carry the lambs in his bosom, 
and gently lead those that are with young." 

But where are they whose heart is perfect before 
him ? for the Scripture declareth, there is none that 
doeth good — no, not one. Now my soul, look at the 
great salvation ; gaze at Jesus until thou canst lie 
at his feet in humble adoration, and see no other object 
— ^beholding thyself fus perfect in him ; his life of 
holiness, his robe of righteousness, his death of sufifer- 
ing and glorious resurrection — all belong to his re- 
deemed ; it is all perfect, for nothing but perfection 
can issue from the great Jehovah, neither is there per- 
fection out of him. Oh, then, my soul, if thy heart of 
stone has been changed by grace, it is perfect in the 
sight of God the Father, through the merits of God 
the Son, by the power of God the Spirit. " Sing unto 
God, ye kingdoms of the earth, oh, sing praises unto 
the Lord." " Ascribe ye strength unto God, his excel- 
lency is over Israel, and his strength is in the clouds." 
Art thou, indeed, impressed with the great things 
thou art contemplating ? Canst thou draw near to the 
great God as thy Father ; see Jesus as thy Redeemer, 
and say, " Lord, thou knowest that I love thee ? " 
Holy Spirit, help me to cry all, all of grace — help me 
to live to the Lord I love. The God of Israel is he 
that giveth strength and power to his people. Blessed 
be God. 

Blessed for ever be the Great I AM ; 
Eternal glory to the bleeding Lan\\>, 
Who died to let his captive Bride g,o ite^. 
Who'll praise her Lord througliout ctvivmlY. 
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Jax. 11. — Therefore shalt thou serve thine enemies^ 
which the Lord shall send against thee, in hunger ^ in 
thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all things, — 
Detjt. xxviii. 48. 

Holy Spirit, asaiBt me; I implore thee, from every 
portion of the word of God, to derive some spiritual 
benefit for the advancement of the divine life, and 
the deadening of the flesh to the poor empty things 
of this sinful world. The text presents a denuncia- 
tion upon the people of Israel, of which I am led to 
make a spiritual application for the true Israel, and to 
consider the woful state of a believer who has back- 
aHdden from the Lord, and no longer serving him with 
joyfulness and gladness of heart for the abundance of 
all things. Oh, my soul, hadst thou continually in 
remembrance the great things done for thee ; were 
Jesus ever before thine eyes, would not gladness fill 
thy heart P But carnal, earthly, unbelieving, we are 
constantly cast down, though not destroyed. The 
sad state of a child of God, under the hidings of the 
Lord's countenance, is brought to my view with feel- 
ings of horror ; and oh, merciful Father, while I 
attempt to depict the miserable condition of a renewed 
soul, to which the text has drawn my mind, let ever}' 
word be a warning to lead me unceasingly to thy 
throne of grace, to ask help from thy Spirit to keep 
me up, keep me near thee, for thy dear Son's sake. 
''Thou shalt serve thine enemies." The Israelites at 
one time desired flesh, and it was given to them until 
it came out of their nostrils ; giving way to the lusts 
of the flesh, it becomes the master, and God gives his 
children up for a time to the devices of their depraved 
hearts; they are left to their will, and the Lord aa^^, 
''Thou Shalt serve thine enemiea ; " and in -wliat atat©^ 
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Ist. — In hunger. No spiritual food — no feeding 
on the body of Christ by faith — ^no application of the 
word — loathing Divine breads the heavenly manna, 
yet not satisfied with the husks of the swine. 

2nd. — In thirst. In a dry and thirsty land, where 
no water is — ^the barren waste of a divided heart — 
the soul becomes parched, hardened, dry and unfruit- 
ful. For the water of life, the milk of the word, the 
wine of the gospel, there is no relish ; and the filthy 
and polluted streams of the world cannot allay the 
parching thirst of the child of God walking in 
darkness. 

3rd. — In nakedness. Lord, what horror to stand 
before thee conscious of nakedness — unclothed ! The 
Saviour's robe, where is it ? Ah ! there is no longer 
an application, and the soul would fain hide from 
God's all-searching eye ; shrink from the presence of 
a loving Father ; in want of all things, for Jesus is 
not realized. " A yoke of iron about the neck ; a 
heavy burden on the back ; the soul mourns, laments, 
and groans, until the Lord be pleased to restore peace 
by a renewed application of the blood of the Lamb. 
God, in mercy preserve thine Israel, for Christ's 
sake; keep them by the power of thy Spirit; set 
Jesus ever before them, that they may " serve the 
Lord our God with joyfulness, and gladness of heart, 
for the abundance of the great and glorious things 
thou hast done for them ;" for though nothing can 
separate the soul from Jesus, that is saved by grace, 
yet '^ the backslider in heart shall be filled with his 
own ways," and the soul shall find no resting-place, 
have no peace, until restored to the joys of salvation 
— is brought back to the Ark of her rest. • 
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Jan. 12.^-Oh, how I love thy law ; itis my meditatum 
aU the day, — Ps. cxix. 97, and following venes. 

Can my sonl claim these words as the believer's 
portion ? Could David be viewing himself when he 
uttered them ? No ; the inspired King of Israel saw 
one greater than himself — One who perfectly loved 
the law, for he " magnified it, and made it honourable " 
— One whom the law could not condemn, for he ful- 
filled every jot and tittle, and he must have meditated 
upon it from everlasting — One who came to do his 
Father's will, obey his commands ; who increased in 
stature and wisdom, and was indeed wiser than his 
enemies — ^wiser than his most subtle foe, for his wisdom 
was from above — One whose understanding was in- 
finite, far beyond all his teachers, all the ancients, 
because he kept the precepts, which none ever did 
before or after him — One who had no sin of his own ; 
no evil was found in him, and he kept the word — One 
who never departed from judgment, for he was fully 
taught of God, and in him dwelt the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily. Sweet indeed must have been the 
law unto his taste, for it was holy, it was pure, and he 
was holy, harmless, undefiled ; and how obnoxious 
must sin have been to him. He who was truth 
itself must have hated every false way. And have 
you no portion, oh, my soul ? Blessed Jesus ! thy 
members partake of thy privileges, being in thee, and 
thou in them ; they have all that thou hast — are all 
that thou art. Thou hast done all for them, and they 
must forsake all for thee ; they delight in the law 
after the inner man, and love its holiness for thy defir 
sake, and hate sin, because it crucified thee. 

When time shall be ended they will begm ^VW\ 
thee an eternal reign of glory, dwelling f OT evex *\xv 
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thy presence. Dost thou believe this P Lord, 1 see 
through a glass darkly. Guide me by thy Spirit; 
keep me as a little child, looking to the Beloved — 
following my Shepherd — keeping the narrow path — 
depending wholly on Christ Jesus my Lord for life, 
light and immortality. 



Jan. 13. — The good L^yrd pardon evef-y one that 
prepareth his heart to seek the Lord God of his 
fathers^ though he he not cleansed according to the 
purification of the sanctuary. — 2 Chhon. xxx. 18, 19. 

The glorious gospel dispensation shines into my 
soul from this text. The cleansing, according to the 
purification of the sanctuary, was dispensed with. 
" The good Lord pardon every one that prepareth his 
heart to seek God," prayed Hezekiah, and " the Lord 
hearkened to him, and healed the people,*' 

Blessed Redeemer ! Thou hast abolished for ever 
all the outward washings; thou requirest no self- 
cleansing, but all who are brought to thee by the Spirit 
thou healest ; it is the preparation of the heart thou 
lookest at, and a new heart dost thou give to all the 
Father " has given to thee." He gives the will to 
come, and not one wilt thou cast out. Pursuing the 
history of Hezekiah, we find that he " wrought that 
which was good and right and truth before the Lord 
his God ; " and '' every work he began in the service 
of God, in the law, and in the commandments, he did 
it with aU his hearts And what was the result .^ 
" And prospen^edP Surely my soul may take a lesson 
here : all that is done for thy Lord, do it with all thy 
heart, and great will be tiiy joy to see it prosper. In 
the 32 chapter, 7th and 8th verses, there are bless- 
inga, comfort, encouragement, for the beUeving soul. 
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« 

Oh, to believe these words from the heart ! Should we 
ever be " dismayed," or " afraid," though the powers 
of earth and hell were let loose P To have the Lord 
our Grod to fight our battles I To believe this — to 
trust him — to depend upon him — what comfort would 
the soul realize ! The people rested upon the words 
of Hezekiah ; and canst not thou rest upon the pro- 
mises of thy God, thy Saviour, thy Kedeemer ? Oh, 
look unto him ; at what he has already done ; has he 
not pardoned thy numberless sins ; and promised to 
subdue them ? (Micah vii. 18, 19). O Lord, crush 
those enemies ; let them not rise up to disturb my 
peace, which is perfect, when the eye, the heart, the 
thought are stayed upon thee. But soon the warfare 
will cease — death will claim this polluted body, and 
thou, O Lord Jesus, wilt raise it up at the last day — 
a glorious body in thy likeness — to sin no more, and 
to be with thee for ever. 



Jan. 14. — JPor the ways of man are before the eyes of 
theLordy and he pondereth all kis goings. — ^Prov. v. 21, 

My soul, dost thou truly believe that thy ways are 
before the eyes of the Lord, and that he pondereth all 
thy goings? Alas! an evil heart of unbelief con- 
tinually forgets this precious truth — for how precious 
to have the sensible feeling of the watchfulness of thy 
Lord in times of trial — to know that his eyes are upon 
thee, when no creature help is nigh — that he who is 
all compassion, all love, beholdeth thy sorrows, and 
" pondereth all thy goings." But when the vile cor- 
ruptions of the flesh prevail, then we cry, " Can God 
dwell here ? " Oh, Jesus, blessed for ever, blessed be 
thy name ! How can I utter the soul's deep aeiffie ol 
whsttbon hast effected; md this is it wliicli m«ket\v 
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sin so detestable. But let us contrast the state of the 
wicked, not the sinner, for all are sinners. " The 
wicked shall be taken in his own iniquities ; he shall 
be holden with the cords of his sins; he shall die 
without instruction : and in the greatness of his folly 
shall he go astray.'' 

Oh, Jesus ! again my soul looks unto thee. Who 
are the righteous ? These whom thmi hast justified — 
whose iniquities thou hast borne — who could not be 
holden with the cords of their sins, for thou hast set 
them free — who could not die without the instruction 
of thy Holy Spirit — ^for thou hast pledged thyself thy 
word — and thou wilt bring them all to glory ; they 
were " as sheep going astray," but by thine Almighty 
power, thy constraining grace, they return to the 
Shepherd and Bishop of their souls. And canst thou 
claim this blessed privilege ? Canst thou, the chief of 
sinners, look to Jesus as thy Shepherd ? " Lord, if 
thou markest iniquities, who can stand ?" My ways 
are before thine eyes ; my heart is open to thee ; and 
it is a delight to my soul that thou doth " ponder all 
my goings " in the midst of continual transgression. 
It is all of grace, and where might I not stray if thine 
eye were not upon me, restraining, preventing, cor- 
recting, upholding, watching. Jesus, my Lord, who 
never slumbereth nor sleepeth, grant that I may ever 
feel that my ways are before thee, and thou pondereth 
all my goings. 



Jan. 15. — If I justify myself my ovm mouth shall 
condemn me; if I say I am perfect, it shall also 
prove me perverse. — Job ix. 20, 21. 

Teal the very thought of justifying ourselves brings 
condemnation. The bare idea oi oxvt \)em%^etl^t 
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proves our imperfection, and were it possible for fallen 
man to be perfect he wonld not know it — he could 
not think it — he must despise himself (21st verse). 
Can created man know what perfection isP Perfection 1 
What is it— who can tell — who define it P My soul, 
what sayest thou P I know not what it is — but 1 know 
where it is. It dwelleth with One— cometh from — 
centres in — that One only ; and here is nothing hnU 
perfection. The word, the work, the power of 
Jehovah, Three in One, are perfect ; all he says is 
done ; all he does is perfect. And oh, my poor im- 
perfect self, hast thou no part in this perfection P Is 
not thy new-bom soul perfect in Jesus P Art thou 
not covered with his perfect robe P — a partaker of his 
perfect work P Dost thou not stand before the Father, 
perfect in the Son P Are not all thy imperfections 
perfectly blotted out by his precious blood P O Lord, 
what a train of perfection do I behold ! Yet I know 
not what it is, though I know where it dwelleth. Oh, 
tiiou perfect Saviour, accept my imperfect praise. 
All that oometh from me, Lord, is imperfect — all thy 
Spirit indites is perfect — all that thou worketh within 
me 18 perfect — all my own is imperfect. Do I glory 
in my imperfection — yea, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon meP Do I sin, that grace may abound P 
Nay, I hate, detest, abhor sin— grieve for it, while I 
rejoice that all is forgiven — strive against it, and pray 
for a subdual — desire to be conformed to thy will, thy 
ways — to be patient and passive, trusting in thee, 
leaning on thee, guided by thee, living for thee and 
to thee. And, O blessed Redeemer, dying I shall be 
with thee, and rising shall be like thee. 



r. 
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Jan. 16. — For if we would judge ourselves, toe should 
not be judged: but when we are judged we are 
chastened of the Lord that we should not be cau" 
demned toith the world. — 1 Cob. xi. 31, 32. 

Yes, my soul, jadge thyself, prove, examine thy- 
self ; bring thy actions to the test of God's word ; try 
thyself by that, and what will it prove P — self-con- 
demnation to those who are spiritually alive, having 
been brought to feel the heart's depravity, and to see 
the holiness of Christian precept. Judge thyself ; thou 
shalt not be judged ! but if the Lord judge thee, thou 
shalt be chastened, corrected, and why P That thou 
shouldest not be condemned with the world. * * There 
is no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus." Their eternal life is safe with him ; they 
cannot be condemned : but whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and all for their profit. He loveth his 
own, and they are tried and corrected as they need ; 
some for the subdual of inbred corruptions, constitu- 
tional sins, or natm*al tempers ; some for wilful 
transgression, open rebellion against, perverse opposi- 
tion to, the will of their heavenly Father. But jndge 
not thy brother, believer, for what he is corrected ; 
judge thyself, " for happy is he that condemneth not 
himself in that thing which he alloweth ; and happy, 
thrice happy is he whom the Lord condemneth not : 
yea, everlastingly happy will he be." '* Who shaU lay 
anything to the charge of God's elect P God that 
justifieth P " Shall he, after having justified, accepted 
the work, the atonement, the righteousness of him 
who gave himself a ransom for all his people ; shall 
lie lay anything to their charge P Oh no ! his word 
is sure — the work complete. Who is he that oon- 
demneth F Christ that died? Yea, xather t\\at is risen 
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again, shall he condemn his pnrohaeed church P 
(Acts XX. 28). Will he part with one for whom he 
died and rose again — for whom he is at the right hand 
of Ood making intercession P No, no ; whom he 
once loveth, he loveth for ever ; those for whom he 
died cannot be lost ; every one of the ransomed flock 
shall be brought to glory. Oh, my sonl, these are great 
and glorioQs truths — solemn truths — wonderful 
truths ! Art thou not sunk to the dust P Wilt thou 
not judge thyself, and bring thy petitions to the LordP 
Pray without ceasing — fight without weary ing — resist 
without compromising. Blessed Jesus! without thee, 
I can do nothing — with thee, all things. Send the help 
of thy Spirit, that I may wait upon thee, and realize 
the promise, " Renew my strength daily, mount up 
with eagles' wings, run and not be weary, walk and 
not faint" 



Jan. 17. — JTea, and all that wiU live godly in Chrid 
JesuSy shaU suffer persecution. — 2 Tm. iii. 12. 

Can my soul claim this privilege, of being perse- 
cuted for living godly in Christ Jesus P Alas 1 where 
;ire the persecutions in this day P 

There is a liberalism pervading the whole commu- 
nity ; a leaven which has leavened the whole lump ; 
and Christian charity sweetly assimilates with Infidel 
liberality, and religion is no longer a disgrace ; but 
still there is a persecution for those who live godly in 
Christ ; who fearlessly contend for the " truth as it is 
in Jesus ; " who assert the sovereignty of Ood ; who 
allow the Spirit to have free and unrestricted power; 
who separate themselves from an ungodly world — the 
nominal ChristiaD, and hypocritical professor. O 
J^jxi, did time own Jive really godly, they "wouVdivot 

c 2 
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long be free from persecation. Bat do we not follow 
our Lord afar off P 

Art thou, my soul, ashamed of him " who is the 
ohiefest among ten thousand ? " Dost thou deny him 
who hast died for thee — ^redeemed thee — saved thee 
from hell, and raised thee to heaven —borne thy sins 
and suffered on the cross for them ? Oh, wilt thou 
not forsake all, leave all, bear all, welcome any suffer- 
ings for his sake? But see that thou dost really 
suffer for righteousness' sake. Do not deceive thy- 
self ; be assured thy persecutions arise from faithful- 
ness to Jesus ; then he will help thee, strengthen, 
guide, support thee. Yes ; live godly in Christ Jesus, 
thou shalt have thy reward, thou shall be persecuted 
here ; but hereafter thou shalt be glorified with him. 



Jan. 18. — Trust in the Lord with all thy heart, and 
lean not unto thine own understanding ; in all thy 
ways acktwwledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 
— Pbov. iii. 6, 6. 

An admonition — a warning — a promise. Help me, 
Holy Spirit, that I may read to undwstand — meditate 
to profit. *< Trust in the Lord,'* saith the wise man. 
Yes, trust in him "with all thine heart. ^^ "For with 
the heaH man believeth unto righteousness.'' And 
dost thou, my soul, trust with all thine heart ? Dost 
thou not often lean unto thine own understanding ? 
let thy blind reason g^ide, thy perverse will lead, 
thy vile affections influence thee P Dost thou not 
judge unrighteous judgment, go astray, and rebel 
against thy Lord P And when thou dost so lean, art 
thou not perplexed, cast down, knowing not whether 
to turn to the right hand or to the left, bewildered, 
nnatableF But look at the promise — ■\>Q'\^QN^\b — ^cest 
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upon it. O Lord ! I am powerless, unable to do or 
believe of myself. Thy Spirit must work all within 
me ; help me to trust — not a half trnst — but '' with aU 
thine heart/' ** Acknowledge him in all thy ways, and 
ho shall direct thy paths/' The Lord will be faithful 
to his promise ; do then be faithful to thy Lord ; take 
heed to the warning, " Ask — seek — knock,'* for the 
Spirit's help. Look unto Jesus, trust him, confide in 
him, depend upon him with all thine heart ; lean 
upon ** the Beloved," confess, acknowledge him in all 
thy ways, and, oh blessed promise, he shall direct thy 
paths. Oh, that the eye were continually upon him — 
that the heart never wandered from him : yet he 
abideth faithful — his eye never sleepeth — he hath 
loved with an everlasting love ; he watches, warns, 
corrects, instructs, disciplines, comforts ; he will never 
leave nor forsake his sheep ; they shall be brought 
into the kingdom of grace, and as certainly translated 
to his kingdom of glory. And is my soul exer- 
cised with these glorious truths P I dare not look at 
self. Saviour ! Lord ! come to me, for I am a sinful 
creature. Every moment I need thy presence. Come 
to me, for I am unclean — come to me, for without 
thee I am perfect weakness — come to me, for I am 
not ashamed to stand before thee. I come pleading 
thine own precious blood-shedding for the remission 
of all my sins. I come clothed in thine own righteous- 
ness, where there can be neither spot nor stain. 
Gome and help me, O Lord, to resist the flesh, my 
greatest foe, for thine own sake, and to thee shall b« 
all the praise. 

Thy ransom'd church can now proclaim 
On earth good will and perfect peace. 

Tnnwphsni! Pniae tby glorious name. 
Where Malleluj&bs never cease. 
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Ja9. 19.— Tkmimnk riqr mp atomet U cmt &t him ; 
kmt JtmM kid kima^^ mmi wnd <mi rf tie tea^y 
thwmpk tie mmdd if tietm^ mmi m pasted iy. 



WbatTOeeraataFBi were tiiow Jews! takLng rtoim 
t»cMtattheMriMili Apy had tieenao long expecting 
— Iliu holj JeBsi who knev no am — this Sod of Gkid, 
equal vitii tka Fatiier— tiiia Son of man, wlio took 
fleab to aare tiie ainner — one wbo waa their own 
Idndrod, to whom he came ^John L 11). But ihej 
knew hmi not ! M j aonl, dost thou not atand adf - 
eoDilemned? Hmt thoa not cMt alonea at the holy 
Jeana? Haat tho« not again and again eaat atonea at 
hia GkMfiiead ? Hmt tho« not rajeded him whodied 
for thee — reviled him, of whcmi thou wert a " memher 
of hiahodjyhisfleahandhkbonea" (Eph. v. 90)— 
him who had loTed thee from ererlaating? I have — 
I have — baty Lord, I knew thee not. ''Jeana hid 
himadf,** and the atonea toodied him not. Theatcmes 
I eaat at tiee, O Lord, returned upon my own head ; 
Ihey neither injured thee, nor {»evented the aocx>m- 
phidmient of thy graeioQi porpoeea towarda a rebel- 
liooB child. The atonea I eaat at the Lord, did 
Ihey not help to break this heart, harder than the 
flinty rock? Thon didst go throogh the midst of 
them, and ao paased by — ^hid thyadf f<Nr a season, 
vntil the appointed time that it pleased thee to show 
thyself. Thon comest into the world to thine own, 
hot they receive thee not until thon showest thyself 
openly ; until the Spirit open their eyes they know 
thee not ; they, even tbey, tbine own elect, revile, 
reject, stone, cnrse thee; bnt nothing keeps thee from 
drawing them to thyaelf ; nothing hinders the Spirit^s 
warir; nothing fmstratea the ctoniiBl ^xxx^oee of 
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Jehovah. Jesus ! could thy work be f nistrated, would 
there be a soul saved ? Are not all the powers of 
earth and hell combined to hinder it P Is not the 
flesh all enmity — the devil all malice P Yet, Lord, 
not one for whom thou hast shed thy blood can Satan 
ever take from thee ! they are marked ; he may 
distress, but he cannot destroy. Thou art invincible, 
immutable. Thy work is finished — salvation complete. 
Thou art aU power. Thy grace allHBufBcient. Thine 
elect may rebel, they may stone, they may crucify 
thee, but thy love is unchangeable. ** Thou makest 
them willing in the day of thy power," and they cry 
all, all of grace. The love is thine — the work is thine 
— the grace is thine — ^and eternal glory is thine. 
Amen. Hallelujah ! 



Jan. 20. — Blessed is the man that heareth me, watch- 
ing daHy at my gates^ waiting at the posts of my 
doors, — ^Pbov. viii 84. 

Blessed, oh how blessed, are they who hear the voice 
of the Lord ! Blessed are they who watch daily at 
thy gates, watching at the posts of thy doors. Blessed 
are they who have found that pearl of great pHce ; 
for whoso heareth the voice of the Son of God, hath 
everlasting life, and shall be loved of the Father and 
the Son, who will come and make their abode with 
them. " In thy favour is life for evermore." 

Where is wisdom? What is it? Who is it? My 
soul, who is made unto thee righteousness, sanctifica- 
tion, and redemption? The same is wisdom — thy 
wisdom — all wisdom, set up from everlasting — one 
with the Father .' In thee, Jesus, does the i\x\w«Ba 
of the Godhead dwell, and thou art wiBdom. H.ea- 
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venly privilege^ to watch daily at thy gates — to wait 
at thy doors — to oome to thee for daily food, daily 
help, strength, instruction — waiting thy oommands, 
thy pleasures ; waiting for answers to petitions, for 
commands to act — watching thy word, thy ways. 
Lord Jesus, what account can my soul render unto 
thee ? Dost thou, my soul, watch and wait, trust, be- 
lieve, ever at the gates, waiting at thy post ? Ah, 
Lord, there is running from the post, sleeping at the 
post, not coming to the post, and neither waiting nor 
watching, but crying out, "AlPs well," and then 
away. Lord,if thou hadst not found me,never should 
I have found thee. ^* Thou hast found them that sought 
thee not '' — those whom thou hast loved with an ever- 
lasting love, thou drawest by thy Spirit, and then 
they follow thee. But they that sin against thee 
wrong their own soul ; all that hate thee love death ; 
all that love thee, hate death, hate sin, hate all that 
is opposed to thee. Oh my soul, how faithless art 
thou I often not watching nor waiting. Take heed to 
thy ways. Thy comfort, thy joys may be lost, though 
thy mercy be that Jesus abideth faithful. He keeps 
by the power of his Spirit, his own called ones-^ 
keeps them that they shall not perish — gives them 
strength according to their need. 

Holy Spirit, help me to watch and wait at \N isdom's 
gates — be at the post daily — to pray without ceasing, 
wait without wearying, watch without sleeping. Thou 
must carry on the work thou hast begun. Jesus hath 
done all for us. Thou must work all in us, and to the 
eternal Three in One be all the glory and the praise. 
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Jan. 21. — Oh the depths of the riches hoth of the wis- 
dom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are 
his judgments^ and his wags past finding out ! — KoH. 
zi 33, and following veraeB. 

My sool, dost thon know anything of the depths of 
the riches, the wisdom, and knowledge of God ? His 
judgments are unsearchable and his ways past finding 
out ; yet thou knowest something of the riches of his 
mercy, of his grace, of his love. Who hath known 
his mind P Who hath been his counsellor P Who 
hath g^ven to him, and it shall be recompensed to him 
again P He looked, and there was no one, so his own 
arm brought salvation. Who can recompense him P 
He gives, but what can he receive P He dispenses 
unsearchable riches ; but what can enrich him P He 
bestows gifts innumerable ; but what gift does he needP 
He filleth those who hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness — he clothes the naked, comforts the poor, the 
mourner — supplies the wants of the nee^y — binds up 
the broken-hearted — raises those that are cast down — 
and what doeshe not do P For of him, and through him, 
and to him, are all things. He giveth natural gifts 
to all his creatures— his Providence is over all ; but, 
oh my soul, knowest thou not something of his special 
gifts, his special providence, his gracious gifts, his 
faithfulness, his forbearance, his loving-kindness, 
though his ways are past finding out P Oh, his re- 
deemed are his special care: called by his power, 
guided by his spirit, to be glorified with himself. 
Jesus, the depths of thy wisdom and knowledge I oh 
the depths of thy mercy and love ! oh the depths of 
the riches of thy grace ! Soul, what knowest thou of 
these depths P Thou knowest they are unf athomaXAe ; 
bn* iibou knoweat that be who is all in all — ^iB all ib\x^ 
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hope, thy joy, thy peace— is (ill thy salvation and all 
thy desire : whose UDsearchable riches are thy trea- 
sure — ^whose unchangeableness is thy rock — whose 
righteoasness is thy clothing — whose command is thy 
law — whom to love with all thy heart, thy soul, thy 
mind, is thy chief desire, to whom be glory for ever ! 
Amen. 



Jan. 22. — Hast thou not known f hast thou not heard ^ 
that the everhutinff God, the Lord, the Creator of the 
ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary f 
there is no searching of his understanding, — Isaiah 
xl. 28. 

The subject of this day appears to be a continuation 
of the preceding. Can my soul be weary of medi- 
tating upon the everlasting Gk>d, the Lord, the Crea- 
tor of the ends of the earth ? He fainteth not, neither 
is weary ; and the prophet also testifies there is no 
searching of his understanding. Oh, my soul, dost 
thou faint P art thou cast down P Here is One who can 
give thee power. Art thou weak, weary, no might P 
Behold One who increaseth strength. He will up- 
hold thee — support thee. He is all strength — all power 
— all might. Thy strength, my soul, is perfect weak- 
ness ; but when thy strength is all in the Lord — whoi 
thou art weak then thou art strong. Be as a little 
child, he will lead thee— poor in spirit, he will en- 
rich thee — humble in mind, he wiD exalt thee. Con- 
fide in him, he will never deceive thee — trust him, 
he will supply all thy need— cast thy burden upon 
him he will sustain thee — ask wisdom, he will give 
that which thou requirest— ask, believing, and thou 
shalt receive — seek diligently, and thou shalt find — 
knock importunately, and will "he no^. o^ti>^^ 9^)\)ix\.d- 
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.'uit riches of his grace, conform thee to his will, sub- 
due thy iniquities, and bring thee to submit to his 
Fatherly chastisements with delight and thank$givingf 
O blessed Lord, thou mighty Conqueror, thou only 
Ood, be all to me, all in me ; then shall I neither faint 
nor be weary. 



.Tax. 23. — And David longed, and said, Oh that one 
loauldgive me drink of the water of the well of Beth- 
lehem, which is by the gate /—2 Sam. xxiii 16-17. 

Oh, my soul, hast thou not longed for the water of 
the well of Bethlehem P and hast thou not drunk of 
those living waters ? and art thou not satisfied P Ah 
no ! Again and again I come, that I thirst not ; 
continually longing for larger, longer, more lasting 
draughts ; ever longing, never satisfied, is that soul 
which loves the Lord in spirit and in truth. 

My soul, was it the blood of three mighty men who 
went in jeopardy for their lives that procured thee 
this water P Look at thy sins — look at the cross. Jesus 
will answer tiiee. Though the king of Israel would 
not allay his natural thirst with water that had risked 
the lives of his mighty men, yet David the sinner 
k>nged for, and drank of, the living streams of which 
he, the sweet Psalmist of Israel, sang. His spirit re- 
jected not the blood of Jesus, freely given of Qod. He 
saw the Ijamb slain from the foundation of the world. 
He set the Lord always before him. He looked to 
Jesus to be cleansed from his iniquities. The Lord 
was his light and his salvation. His soul panted, yea. 
thirsted, for the living God. He felt himself a sin- 
ner ; he acknowledged his transgression. He longed 
f<Hr the living waters of Bethlehem. He looked to hu 
Jjord tor pardon; he trmted in his righteousneB&,\i\^ 
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strength, was cleansed by his precious blood, and his 
mouth showed forth his praise . The inspired Psalmist 
concludes his divine songs, full of praise^ and what 
can so sweetly, so gloriously, so divinely, so melodi- 
ously, so blessedly, sound the praises of the Lord P 
Jesus ! I would in the inimitable language of Jeho- 
vah's appointed King, the Spirit-inspired Prophet, 
the Beloved's royal ancestor and type. Oh, thou Son 
of David, yet David's Lord, thou Root and Offspring 
of the royal line— oh thou Three in One, I would ex- 
claim, '* Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is 
within me ! Bless his holy name ! " *^ My soul, praise 
the Lord ! for his own right arm has gotten him the 
victory." Let thy word, thine acts speak his praise. 
He has g^ven thee freely of the water of life. Kender 
unto him the honour dxte unto his name. My heart, 
my soul, praise, praise the Lord ! 



Jan. 24. — Who w he that overcometh the world, but he 
that heUeveth that Jesvs is the Son of God f This is 
fie that came by water and blood, even Jems Christ : 
not by water only, but by toater and blood; and it 
is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is 
truth,— 1 John v. 5, 6. 

This Scripture tells thee, my soul, who it is that 
overcometh the world ; but I would enquire what is 
this overcoming the world P Dost thou believe that Je- 
sus is the Son of God P And how dost thou believe P Is 
it not through faith, which is the victory that over- 
cometh the world P And this faith can they alone have 
who are bom of Gt>d ; and this faith overcometh the 
world. Does it not remove mountains, cast down high 
imaginations, trust when sight faileth, defend when no 
Arm is nigh, rejoice in tribulation, expect deliverance 
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when all seenui against it, bless and praise the Lord 
for every trial of it, bear false aocosations patiently, 
receive indignities without feeling them, pity those 
who oppose themselves, forgive those who offend ? 
Jesns, thou Son of Qod, show my soul more and more 
what this overcoming of the world is ; enable me to 
overcome both it, the flesh, and the devil. Help me 
to see thee more fully in the water of regeneration, in 
the blood of atonement, by the power of that Spirit, 
which beareth witness because he is truth — these Three 
that bear witness on earth — these Three that agree in 
One— one baptism of the Spirit— one circumcision of 
the heart, in the Spirit, and not in the letter — one 
Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh profiteth nothing — 
one Spirit that applieth — one Spirit that witnesseth. 
So there are Three that bear record in heaven, and 
these Three are One. Oh, my soul« what a blessed 
mystery I Look unto Jesus, for in him dwelleth the 
Godhead. Trust in Jesus, for he is all mighty. De- 
pend upon Jesus for he is all-sufficient. Ilave faith 
in Jesus, and thou shalt overcome the world— over- 
come all things, and finally prevail over all thine ene- 
mies witliin and without. 

Thou dost believe that Jesus is the Son of Qod. 
The Spirit has convinced thee of sin— of thy total de- 
pravity — of righteousness, tlie only righteousness of 
Jesus ; of judgment, that the Prince of this world is 
judged and cast out by One stronger than the strong 
man armed. O Jesus, thou Son of God, help me by 
thy power to overcome my worldly enemies, my fleshly 
enemies, my devilish enemies. My soul, look unto 
Jesus, tlie Author and Finisher of thy faith. Put thy 
trust in him, ** for vain is the help of man." In his 
gtrengtli thou shalt overcome, and he that overcome th 
ghall inherit all things. Even so, Lord Jesus I 
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Jan. 26. — If thou hast run with footmen, and they he 
wearied thee, then how canst thou contend w\ 
horses f And if in the land of peace, wherein th 
trustedstf they wearied thee^ then how wilt thou do 
the stoelling of Jordan f — Jeb. xii. 5. 

Oh, my soul, it is the almighty power alone 
Jehovah that can keep thee up under all trials a 
difEculties. Hast thou run with the footmen, and ha 
they wearied thee ? Then how wilt thou contend wi 
horsemen ? In the strength of the Lord. And if 
the land of peace thou art wearied, cast down, h< 
wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan P Sufficient 
the day is the evil thereof. Trust in the Lord for i 
things ; he can make the waters of Jordan a wall < 
the right hand and on the left. He can enable tih 
to run with the chariot. Thou canst do all thin 
through Christ strengthening thee. The winds ai 
the waves obey him. He stiUeth the raging tempe 
He keepeth the waters that they shall not overfl< 
thee. He will support thee in the swelling of Jords 
He will be with thee in the hour of death — at the d 
of judgment " Fear not, neither be dismayed, for 
is thy God. He will strengthen and uphold thee wi 
the right hand of his righteousness.*' Lord, it is th< 
alone that can enable me to contend at all : a brea 
would cast my soul down were thou not nigh to ke 
me up. To thee be all the glory, as to thee belon 
the power ; to thee be all the praise to all etemii 
Be with me in the land of peace, O Lord ! Be wi 
me in the seat of war. Let not footmen weary n 
Help me to contend with the strong. Be with me th 
I may feel thy sensible presence that I sink not. Wi 
thy blessed help, the swellings of Jordan will be b 
gentle waves to take my soul to t\iat"kftakN«i!^^ Cjvoaa 
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where there is no sea, no death, no sin — nothing bnt 
thy presence filling all aronnd thee with thine ever- 
lasting glory — -perfect peace — the oonsummation of 
every joy, every hope, every desire ; the realization 
of faitii, the centre of bliss, the overflowings of love. 
My soul, dost thou believe this ? ** Lord, I believe ; 
help thou my unbelief." 



Jan. 26. — And I win bring forth a seed out of Jacob, 
and out of JudaJt on inheritor of my mountains : and 
mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants shall dwell 
there, — Isaiah Ixv. 9. 

The first promise to thy sinning parent, oh my sin- 
born soul, was, that her seed should bruise the ser- 
pent's head. And now the promised seed is come — 
oome forth out of Jacob — come to destroy the works 
of the devil — come according to the promise ; and 
out of Judah is come an inheritor of Jehovah's moun- 
tains. The elect, the Saviour, the Redeemer, the 
King, shall inherit it, and his servants shall dwell 
there. Yes, they shall dwell in thine inheritance, 
thon elect of God the Father. "They shall dwell safely, 
andnoDe shall make them afraid." Thou seed of 
Jacob, thou royal descendant from the tribe of Judah, 
thou hast purchased for thy servants an everlasting 
uiheritance — purchased with thy blood, merited by 
^ne obedience, obtained for all whom the Father gave 
thee, who shall hear thy voice, the voice of the Beloved, 
^e King. And is Jesus thy beloved, oh my soul, thy 
Shepherd, thy King, thine all ? Lord, none but thy 
^rrants can dwell in thine inheritance : only those 
ordained from everlasting to be vessels of mercy, to 
^ called through grace^ to he Jed by thy Spirit, to \>e 
V* IjT tihjr power, to he glorified with thyaeVl, m 
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thine everlasting kingdom. And they ahaU dwell 
there^ for no power can keep them from it. Tha« is 
no power greater than thine ; and thou has pledged 
thy word, sacrificed thyself , shed thy bloo*!, given the 
Comforter, who witnesseth with our spirits that we are 
children of Qod, and if children, then heirs of Gh>d — 
joint heirs with thee. 

Blessed Jesus, holy Lamb of God, the Purchaser of 
the inheritance, the Saviour of sinners, the Redeemer 
of thy people, held my soul by the power of the Spirit 
to be more alive to these great and wondrous realities, 
that, rejoicing in hope patient in tribulation, fervent 
in spirit, serving the Lord, I may be looking unto 
Jesus as the only way to the purchased inheritance, 
the only way of access to the Father, the only name 
whereby we can be saved. 

Ye servants of your risen Lord, 
Unite in heart with one accord 

His praises to proclaim : 
With holy love and heaVenly joy 
In union pweet yonr tongues employ 

To hless his glorious name. 



Jan. 27. — Hiches and honour are with me, yea, dur- 
able riches and righteousness. — Pbov. viii. 18. 

And the Lord turned, and looked upon Feter.-^ 
Luke xxii. 6L 

In contemplating these two portions of Scripture, I 
am led to behold the glory of Jesus, and the fallibility 
of poor fallen man. With whom are riches and honour^ 
yea, durable riches and righteousness? Who can 
claim the possession of durable riches P Who can say^ 
*' I am righteous ? '* O blessed Jesus, thou only. Ten 
thousand thousand tongues cannot proclaim the un^ 
searchable riches of Christ *, t\i«y ax« \m£athomable^ 
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incomprehensible, inexhaustible, everlasting. Thy 
righteonsnesB, Lord, can never \)e nnderstood by 
mortal man. The holineas, the pnrity of God is far 
beyond the comprehension of a hmnan understanding, 
and this, O Jesus, is thy righteousness ; and this right- 
eousness, these riches, thon bestowest npon all thy 
people who do, through grace, believe in thee ; and 
was not Peter one of these ? Bid he not believe that 
ihon wert the Christ ? Did he not follow thee P Did 
he not say, thongh all should deny thee, yet he would 
not? Ah, poor mistaken Peter ! thou, as well as many 
a disdple of thy Lord, wast ignorant of thyself, thy 
weakness, thy unfaithfulness ; but that look, that eye 
full of compassion, tenderness, heart-probing inquiry, 
merciful reproof, patient endurance — ^that eye turned 
upon thee, Peter ; the look of thy Lord, lonely, for- 
saken, persecuted, falsely accused, told thee un- 
speakable things. Well mightest thou weep tears of 
bitterness : heart-piercing, heart-rending must have 
been thy feelings. Dost thou, my soul, know any- 
thing of such feelings P Have tears of bitterness ever 
flowed from agony of soul ? Lord Jesus, Saviour, thou 
bowest that Peter is not the only one whom thy voice 
has warned, thy call has summoned, whose heart thy 
Wk hast broken. Thy look can soften the hardest 
beart. Thy voice can reach those who are most dis- 
^t from thee. Yea, the dead hear thy voice and 
live ; and those who do live, O Lord, must live daily 
^n thee, keep close to thee ; and thou must hold 
^m up to keep them from falling into the snares 
which daily await them. 

My soul) be not high-minded, but fear ; be not pre- 
■Qming, but humble ; be not self-confident, for though 
^ou mayest believe the eye of Jesus is on thee, yet \i lie 
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withhold his supporting presence for a moment, thou 
mayest be tempted to leave him^ to deny him, to curse, 
and to swear tliou knowest him not. But oh how mer- 
ciful, that the Lord by trifles, even the instinctive 
voice of a bird, should be pleased to recall the wander- 
ing eyes, the wandering feet, the wandering heart, 
thoughts, affections, to see his look of love, his look of 
forgiveness, his look of peace. Oh my soul, here Ib 
thy treasure, here thy riches — ^yea, durable riches ; 
thy righteousness — ^yea, everlasting righteousness ; thy 
strength, thy salvation. Oh, when persecutions arise 
because of the word, wilt thou deny him, forsake him? 
Lord, tliou must, by thy Spirit, carry on the work 
thou has l>egun. As thou hast given faith to beUeve, 
so must thou give strength to act. Through thee we 
can do valiantly, and be more than conquerors, 
through thee who hast loved thy church with an ever- 
lasting love. 



Jan. 28. — But now toe are delivered from the law, that 
heirig dead w/ierein we were held; that we should 
serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldnest of 
the letter. — Rom. \Ti. 6. 

What a glorious deliverance, my soul, for thy con- 
templation I Delivered from that which condemned 
thee to eternal death: for thou couldst not fulfil 
every jot and tittle of a holy law which is the just re- 
quirement of a holy God. Delivered from the sting 
of death, for the strength of sin is the law ; and not 
only delivered, but that being dead wherein we were 
held, til ere is no condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus. But how, my soul, art thou delivered? 
Art thou freed ? Art thou justified in the sight of him 
who aaith, " The soul that sinneth, it shall die " ? Oh 
my aoul, we are, both Jew and Qfen.\A\A, XiovA «Bi 
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free, male and female, become dead to the law by the 

body of Christ ; for He who knew no sin, was made 

sin for his sinning people. He fulfilled a holy law for 

his unholy ones. He made an end of transgression, and 

brought in an everlasting righteousness for all whom 

the Father gave him, who are as sheep going astray, 

but " are washed, sanctified, justified in the name of 

the Lord Jesus by the Spirit of our God, by whose 

power they return to the Bishop of their souls.'' 

iLrt thou not lost, my soul, in wonder at this great 

deUverance ? And is there then nothing required of 

thee P and canst thou say, ** Soul take thine ease P ^ 

Oh no ! for there is much required of thee. Thou art 

dead to the law, but alive to Christ, to bring forth fruit 

unto God. Thou must serve in newness of spirit, and 

not in the oldness of the letter. There is no ease for a 

heaven-bom soul, though a perfect peace for those who 

are stayed upon the Lord. There is a holy fear of 

offending ; but not the slavish fear of the bondage of 

sin. Thou must serve him in spirit and in truth ; 

then must give him thy heart, thy best affections, thy 

' willing services. Mortify the flesh, sow to the Spirit, 

die to the world, live godly in Christ Jesus, fight the 

good fight of faith, war with thine enemies with the 

sword of the Spirit, resist the devil and all his works, 

^king unto Jesus for strength, believing in him for 

all things ; and, O renewed soul, when thy course is 

finiahed, thou shalt receive the crown of glory laid up 

for all who love the Lord. 

Blessed be God, thou art delivered, my soul, from 
^ law of works, and art accepted in Jesus, and not 
for anything thou canst do ; but thou art under the 
^w of love to Christ, which constrains thee and 
enables thee to rejoice in Hinif and 

** Crown Him Lord of all." D i 
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Jan. 29. — And the Lord shaU deliver me frwn ever}/ 
evU work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly king- 
dom : to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
—2 Tim. iv. 18. 

What faith ! what confidence ! what an expectation ! 
And what an example is the apostle to the living souls 
in the church of Christ ! But can every believer be so 
certain^ and say, " The Lord shall deliver me from 
every evil work, and will preserve me unto his hea- 
venly kingdom? " No, all have not the faith of this 
eminent minister of the gospel — this appointed instni- 
ment for a mighty work. But blessed be the name of 
our Lord ! He has secured the promises to all the 
seed, who shall be delivered from every evil work, and 
ttnU be preserved unto the heavenly kingdom of their 
Lord. It is not thy faith f my soul, that delivers thee, 
thy confidence that preserves thee ; Jesus has finiahed 
the work of redemption ; and if the work of grace he 
begun in thy soul, it will assuredly be carried on ; bat 
if thy entrance into the heavenly kingdom depended 
on thy faith, oh, how uncertain, how insecure would it 
be ! How frequently does faith fail, and unbelief come 
in like a deluge, sweeping away all the promises^ all 
the comforts of the gospel, and overwhelming the soul 
in darkness and despair ! But Jesus remains the same, 
there is no change in him, no frustrating his perfect 
work ; but these seasons of unbelief are sore trials, 
from which the Lord, in his own time, delivers ; and 
the soul) rising again on the wings of faith, beholds 
the Redeemer, claims him as her deliverer and pro- 
server, and with the apostle can say, " To whom be 
grJorjr for ever and ever. Amen." 
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• 

If faith were the key to the mansions aboye, 

Would any poor mortal be there ? 
No. The Father who gaye to the Son of his lore 
The Ghnrdh from eternity, nothing can move 

His decree that his throne they shall share. 

And faith is the hand for the soul to embrace 

The blessings that Jesns has won : 
He is gone to prepare in the mansions a place 
For his Chnrch, the redeemed of Adam's fall'n race, 

Accepted, complete in the Son. 



AN. 30. — For ei>er, O Lord, thy tvord U settled in 
heaven. — Ps. oxix. 89. 

Thy last meditation^ my sool^ is confirmed by the 
ext for this day. For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled 
Q heaven ; and thy word contains glad tidings of 
;reat joy. Thy word has been revealed, thy word 
tas been proclaimed, thy word has been confirmed, 
low vasty how comprehensive is this vxird ! and in 
iH, dU its numerous significations . For ever, O Lord, 
t is settled in heaven, and is it not settled on earth 
ilso ? The Word was made flesh and dwelt amongst 
»— came \jQfinisk the work purposed from eternity — 
to confirm the oath — ^to reveal himself — to proclaim 
Ibe gospel of peace. Yes, my soul, it is all settled by 
Sim who cannot change, who cannot lie, and for ever ^ 
too, thy state in eternity is fixed ; everlasting happi- 
iitts or misery is before thee ; to be for ever in his 
piesenoe, or for ever cast out. O Lord, where can a 
nimer flee ? where look P What hope is there for a 
^, polluted creature to be admitted into the *' ful- 
Qeas of joy, in thy presence for evermore ? *' Jesus, 
(^ alone art the hiding place, thofu, only the sinner's 
fehige, them the only way to the Father. Thy woik 
his tyocomphabed aaJvation, Thy word is pledged) 
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and cannot my soul say^ '' I believe in the Lord Je 
Christ P " And is it not in thine heart that thou \ 
lievest ? and is it not with aU thine heart ? Lord^ < 
eyes are up unto thee ; thou must keep thine own ; 
their strength, help, g^de, and guardian ; lead s 
defend them ; instruct, confirm them in thy ww 
lead them in the way they should walk ; help them 
manifest *' whose they are, and whom they serv 
glorify thee, and live to thy praise. 

Jan. 31. — Rise, and let w« he going : behold he it 
hand that doth betray me. — Matt. xxvi. 46. 

These few words present such a vast scope for i 
flection, such a variety of incident to be oonsiden 
that the mind is at a loss upon which to rest. B 
where, my soul, canst thou go with greater profit th( 
Mount Calvary ? What can the eye of thy mind m 
template to humble thee more P I would repeat tl 
words of the blessed Redeemer, '' Rise, let us be g< 
ing." Rise out of the dust, rise out of self, rise aboi 
the poor earthly things of this world, rise superior i 
the scoffs, the ridicule, the slander, the persecutiol 
of the worldly minded ; rise above vain conversatic 
and vainer thoughts ; rise above the lust of the ey 
the pride of life ; rise above the temptations of tl 
flesh, the devices of the devil ; rise above sin, and g^ 
my soul, to Calvary ! Behold one who betrayed tl 
Lord, and at the foot of the cross look at Jesus, whof 
blood cleanseth from all sin. Behold the sins whic 
nailed him there. Behold the mercy that has those ver 
sins pardoned. Behold the rebellion of those whoi 
Jesus loved from everlasting. Behold the love whic 
bore all their sins, and blotted out all their transgrec 
Bj'oDB : not thy sins only, my so\i\, Wt \5tift «\xi& of th 
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chorcli, all the sins of all the members of thy mystic 
body, O Jesns. Rise then, my soul ; how canst thou 
grovel upon the earthly elements of this polluted earth ! 
and how can pride still hold its seat within thy heart! 
Dost thou see Jesus, meek and lowly ? Dost thou be- 
hold his last agony P Dost thou see him crucified for 
thy sins, and art thou not humbled ? Art thou sleep- 
ing ? Kise, watch and pray. Satan is on the watch. 
Do not sleep, look unto Jesus ; behold, he is at hand 
that betrayed him. Was it not the' devil that entered 
into Judas ? and is he not ever at hand to betray the 
Lord's people P Oh, my soul, do not sleep. Eesist 
the devil in the strength of thy Lord, thy dying Sa- 
viour, thy risen Lord, thy glorified Jesus. He who 
ever sitteth at the right hand of God, he who will 
come again in power and great glory, then, oh my 
soul, thy glorified body will rise to meet him, to behold 
liini whom thou lovest. " Even so, come, Lord Jesus." 

Yes, rise, my soul, above all earthly things. 
Arise ! Behold thy Lord, the King of kings ; 
JesQs has risen — has left the gloomy grave, 
Kises triumphant, sinning souls to save. 
Thy sleeping dust shall rise thy Lord to meet, 
Whose Ford is power, whose work is all complete. 
He'll come again with glory, and will claim 
His ransomed flocks. Hosanna to his name! 



> 
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Frb. L — And they bi'aught up an eml report of the 
land they had searched. — Num. xxiii. 32. 

And who are they who brought an evil report of the 
^d ? and what land was it they searched ? The people 
*ere some of professing Israel, and the land was Ca.- 
-a«ii7, that land which iras promised to faithful A.\>xa.- 
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ham by the Lord God Almighty himself ; and as his 
seed aocording to the flesh inherited this earthly Ca- 
naan, so shall all the spiritual seed be blessed ivith 
faithful Abraham in possession of the heavenly Canaan, 
the kingdom of God, into which they are brought, 
through grace^ while on earth, and shall finally inherit 
the kingdom of glory. And are there not many evil 
reports brought up of Christ's kingdom P Many who 
receive the word with joy, and when persecutions 
arise, are oflFended ; and do they not give an evil re- 
port ? Many who receive the word into a stony heart, 
BO that it cannot take root, and are not their reports 
evil P And the wayside hearers, who are swallowed 
up with the cares, riches, pleasures, pomp and vanity 
of this world, do they not report evil of the lowly self- 
denying kingdom of Christ P And are there not some 
of the true branches who, on the first view of the land, 
give an evil report P Do they not shrink back from 
enemies without and enemies within P Do they not 
say, *' We are not able to encounter them, for they are 
stronger than we P '' but when faith, Caleb like, becomes 
strong, when they are brought out of self to look at 
Almighty power, then they can say, " Let us go up and 
possess it, for we are well able to overcome." My soul, 
what say est thou P Do not the enemies at times appear 
giants indeed, and thyself as a grasshopper P Hast thou 
an evil report to give of the land P An evil report of 
that land flowing with milk and honey — that land 
where alone is the bread of life, the heavenly manna — 
where the living waters flow in never-ceasing streams 
from the smitten Hock — that land into which thy 
Joshua has brought thee, sprinkled thy guilty con- 
science with His blood, and brought peace to thy soulP 
Canatthou bring an evU report oi ^^^tlftsA^-^VisEe the 
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Captain of thy salvation can make thine enemies as 
grasshoppers and thyself as a giant P Is he not a Friend 
who will never leave thee^ one who is more to thee than 
all the world can give ? No ! '' God forbid ! '' It is a 
blessed report, a glorious report, a faithful report, a 
heart-cheering, sin-atoning, soul-saving report ; a re- 
port, full of love, joy, peace, mercy, wisdom, righteous- 
ness, sanctification, and redemption ! Oh, my soul, 
it is a joyful report, it is glad tidings of great joy to 
the soul convinced of sin ; it is a report of free, un- 
merited grace to the soul brought out of self ; a report 
of eternal love, of sovereign power, to the soul, looking 
at Father, Son, and Spirit, as three persons in one Je- 
hovah, working all things according to his everlasting 
purpose and unchangeable will. Glory and praise for 
ever and ever. Amen and amen. 



Feb. 2. — Happy is that people that is in such a case; 
yea, happy is that 'people whose Qod is the Lord. 
— ^PsALM cxliv. 16. 

Where is that people, oh my soul, that is in such a 
case ? The Psalmist pronounces them happy. Does 
he not tell thee who they are ? Yea, happy is that 
people whose God is the Lord, and they, and only 
they, because everlastingly happy ; happy in being 
objects of the Father's love, subjects of the Saviour's 
kingdom, plants of renown, pillars of the temple, lost 
sheep found, whom the Lord maketh strong for him- 
self, and from his inexhaustible storehouse supplieth 
all their need. There is no breaking in, nor going out. 
Unless the Father draw, ye cannot enter ; and whoso- 
ever is drawn shall in no wise be cast out. There can 
be no complaining, all are equally loved ; there is no 
respecting of peraona, all will be equally happy, placed 
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at the right hand; in the presence of the Lord 
In time, rich supplies, out of the Lord's game 
pare them for eternity ; all manner of store 
to every state and condition of this people, 
watched and trained, preserved and support 
invisible and almighty power, that with tend 
working all things together for their good, 
doet thou know anything of the happines 
people ? I do, I do. A sinner loved by Jes 
by Jesns, reconciled, justified by Jesus, 
happy — happy in the Lord ! A sinner hatiuj 
hungering and thirsting after righteousness, a 
sinner^ a repentant sinner, a believing si 
awakened sinner to see the sinfulness of s: 
vinced sinner to depart from the ways of unr 
ness, a rejoicing sinner beholding the rightec 
Jesus, the all-sufficient sacrifice for the si 
people. Happy the people in such a case— y< 
the people whose God is the Lord ! 

By grace unbounded, rich and free, 
The people of the Father's choice 

Are chosen, Jesus, all in thee, 
In thee alone can they rejoice. 

Happy are they in such a case ; 

Happy in God's eternal love ; 
Happy with Jesus, face to face. 

To dwell in perfect peace above. 



Feb. 3. — And enter not into judgment with th 
for in thy sight shall no man living heji 
Psalm cxliii. 2. 

How vast, how deep are the things that ac 

salvation! My soul, thou knowest that if 

entered into judgment with thee, tliou mu! 

into everlasting woe ; for in "his &i»h.\. Tio\) 
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itself, can be justified. But thou must go beyond thy- 
self, beyond the Psalmist, in whose prophetic vision 
thou must view the Head of the Church in the days 
of his humiliation, making supplication to the Father, 
whose will he came to do, and who could not enter into 
judgment with him who was reconciling man unto 
himself. The Godhead dwelling in thee, O Jesus, 
kept thy manhood from condemnation ; for no man 
^mg shall be justified. Blessed Lord, what a train of 
wondrous events is presented to the mind I No man 
^mg! It was thy death, O Jesus, that purchased 
^ife for all who died in thee. The great sacrifice pre- 
figured from the beginning was the condition by which 
oian was to be reconciled to God, in whose sight no 
Qian living QAn. be justified. Oh, my soul, it is the 
pi*eciou8 death of the Redeemer thou art led to con- 
^rnplate; and unless thou hast an interest in that 
*©ath, unless thou died in him, thou canst not be \\is>- 
*ifi«d in the sight of Jehovah. Yes it is Christ that 
^i^d, though rather, that is risen again ; for had he 
'^^t; died, he could not have risen from the dead ; and 
^ "thou, my soul, hast not virtually died with Christ, 
^^ou never hast been, nor never can be, quickened by 
^s Spirit. O Jesus, thou wert fully taught to do thy 
*^ other's will, and thy members may offer the same 
^^^idtion, "Teach me to do thy will, for thou art my 
^ckI;" but Jesus only could perfectly perform it. 
"Xhy spirit is good, and unto Jesus it was given witli- 
^tit measure; but the flesh is weak and rebellious.* 
^loly Spirit, lead me in the way I should walk. Heli) 
^*^e to be faithful to him who died for me. In the 
^Contemplation of these glorious truths, is not the soul 
tumbled, while it is exalted ? Feeling thy po^etV^^ 
^nd ainfulnesB, yet beholding thy riches axii^L Wi^ 
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righteousness treasured up, complete in Christ; thyself 
nothing — Jesus all. Everlasting praises be unto thee, 
Lamb of God^ that was slain, and '^behold, he is 
alive for evermore." 



Fbb. 4. — Whatsoever thy handfindeth to do, doit with 
thy might :for there is no work, nor device, nor know- 
ledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest. 

— ECCLBSIASTES ix. 10. 

What is the fruit of thy meditations, my soul, upon 
this portion of the sacred volume ? It points to where 
thy earthly tabernacle is hastening — to that end to 
which all iiesh must come — to that time when all 
things pertaining to this life shall cease for ever — ^io 
thy narrow cell, where there is neither work nor de- 
vice, nor knowledge, nor wisdom. What is the admo- 
nition of the preacher P Is it to be diligent in tem- 
poral concerns P This seemeth almost needless. Hook 
around and find men working, slaving, and toiling wiiih 
all their might, powers, energies, thoughts, words, and 
actions, for the things of this world, as if they had 
death continually before them and feared that they 
had scarcely a moment longer to live. I come to my 
own circumscribed individuality, and there I find a 
diligence in providing for this perishing body, as if it 
were to live for ever. If it be hungry or thirsty, odd 
or weary, it never neglects to seek the remedies, and 
never forgets that remedies are provided. Garments 
for covering and comfort are never dispensed with, 
and the slightest rent made by time or accident, is 
speedily repaired. Now my soul, what account canst 
thou giveP Dost thou feel so continually thy spiritual 
wants as the body does its temporal P Art thou so 
constantiy hungering and ihiis\xii^ Wl\at ^.^ritaai 
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food ? Dost thou so frequently feel thy coldness, thy 
nakedness, thy langnidness, and then seek to find, ask 
to receive, knock to have the spiritual storehouse 
opened to thee ? Alas, my soul, thou art weighed in 
the balance of unerring perfection, and art found 
wanting. There is no rest for the sole of thy foot in 
thy duties, thy doings, thy thoughts, words, or acts ; 
and thou art driven where a sight of self blessedly 
leads thee, to him whose glorious work — ^whose won- 
derful device — whose infinite knowledge — whose un- 
searchable wisdom, was perfected in the grave. Yes, 
it is true what the preacher saith, there is neither work, 
device, knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither 
thou goest. There is nothing there for thee, my body, 
but corruption ; and thou, my soul, must go to the 
grave of Jesus ; there was laid thine imperishable 
riches, thine incorruptible treasure, thine everlasting 
life, thy perfect peace in time, thy fulness of joy in 
eternity . Here is a grave where corruption could not 
come, a death which overcame death, and gained the 
victory by a glorious resurrection — a death that takes 
the sting of death from thee, my soul, for *' I know 
that my Bedeemer liveth ; and though worms shall 
destroy this hody^ yet in my flesh shall I see God.*' 

Feb. 5. — Let my h^ixrt he sound in thy statutes^ that I 
he not ashamed. — Psalm cxix. 80. 

Can we take this portion as a prayer suitable for the 
believer ? O Almighty God, how can this corrupt heart 
be sound in thy sight ? How can a sinner stand before 
thee, and not be ashamed ? Thy word, observation, 
and experience, tell me the heart is desperately wicked, 
and deceitful above all things. How then can it ever 
be sound jn tbjr statutes, thy perfectly holy la^v ? KVv, 
. ibere must be a new heart given, tliat t\\ow 
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mayest see there is no soundness in thee ; then 
wilt come to him who cleanseth from all sin, an 
" My Father, let my heart be sound in thy statut 
there is thy beloved Son who has done all thy 
Let me be cleansed from all iniquity ; for see the 
that has made me clean. Let me live in thy 
for here is One who has died to give me life imn 
Let me rise to glory, whither the Forerunner is 
his redeemed, entered, even Jesus. And o 
Father, covered with his righteous robe — thin< 
purity — my soul can come into thy presence, ai 
be ashamed. Jesus has made me sound, mac 
whole, made my scarlet sins white as snow. Jes 
said, *' Neither do I condemn thee : go, and s 
more." Holy Spirit, keep, guard, watch me; he 
to lean upon the Beloved ; keep my eyes upc 
everlasting hills, keep my heart with diligence 
ing unto Jesus, that during time I may not be asl 
to stand before the Lord my God. 



Fbb. 6. — And they of Bethshemesh icere reapin 
iclieab harvest in the valley : and they lifted iq 
eyeSf and saio the ark, and rejoiced to see 
1 Samuel vi. 13. 

Can my soul enter into the joy of the men of 
shemesh ? The ark of the Lord had long been 
hands of the Philistines, and Israel mourned, f( 
glory was departed. When tlie men of Beth-shi 
saw the ark, they rejoiced ; but oh, my soul, tho 

. far greater cause to rejoice than they. The t 
ark could be taken captive, and cfirried to the h 
the Philistines ; but the living ark is out of the 
of the powers of earth, or hell, or death, to tak( 
tive. The Philistines may come and take away 

visible BStnctuary, possess themseVvea ol aW. e^x^i 
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heritance — nay, even the precious written Word ; but 
thy ark is safe, and thou art safe also in it. Thy body 
may be destroyed ; but thy soul is safe with Jesus, and 
nothing can pluck thee out of the ark. The glory 
may depart, the ** pastors may sell the truth," the dis- 
ciples deny their Lord, but the church is safe ; the Lord 
will keep his redeemed to the end. Persecutions may 
arise, enemies may ravage the land ; but thy ark they 
cannot touch. No unholy, unsanctiiied hands can 
pollute the living sanctuary ; none but the Lord's own 
can look with an eye of faith into this Holy of holies. 
There is no hand, however strong, that can seize this 
precious ark. No foot, however swift, can gain the 
prize ; for it is a free gift, not a reward. Surely, then, 
my soul may rejoice if the eye of faith can see thy ark 
^d up in heaven, and all thou needebt securely placed 
^ it. '* Rejoice, and again I say rejoice." Jesus for 
ever liveth, and where He is, there shall his redeemed 
^ also. The final victory is gained, the last sacri- 
fice is offered, and Jesus is made a '* High Priest for 
ever after the order of Melchisedec," by whom all 
things began, in whom all redemption is completed — 
"^ough whom all earthly things will end, when time 
^all be no more. 

The eye of faith resting on this never-failing glory, 
''he soul seems to leave this tenement of clay, and 
'Almost sigh to think it is still shut up in a polluted 
^y, in which it must continue to grovel upon earth. 

Until the blessed summons shall be giv'n 
To ch.mge this earth for lasting joys in heav'n, 
A body, free from every taint of sin, 
No more to straggle ^ith a host within. 
So pure, so white, that angels love to gaze. 
And join the chorus of eternal praise, 
Vfith pardon'd shiDers, who wit.i transport sing, 
"BedeemiDg love " to their Ahniglity King. 
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Fbb. 7. — VerUy, veiily I »ay unto you, he that hem 

my loords, and helieveth on Htm that sent me, h 

everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnat 

but is passed from death unto life. — ^John v. 24. 

The portion for this day contains some of the g 

cious words that proceeded out of him who spake 

never man spake — one who could not lie, who woi 

not deceive. My soul, hast thou heard the voice 

the Son of God — hast thou heard his word, and d 

thou believe on him that sent him ? Then thou hi 

everlasting life, and shall not come into condemn 

tion, but art passed from death unto life. These a 

the words of our blessed Lord. Believe in him, a: 

thou hast everlasting life. It is no longer, *' Do th 

and thou shalt live," but, believe — ** Believe in Goc 

thou believest in Christ ; believe in the Father, th( 

believest in the Son : he that hath seen the Son, ha 

seen the Father : he that believeth in the Father ai 

the Son, hath the witness of the Spirit that there a 

Three that bear record in heaven, and these Three ai 

One. Whosover believeth hath everlasting life. C 

my soul, dost thou indeed believe ? Hast thou be€ 

raised from death to spiritual life ? Has the word ( 

Jesus quickened thee, the power of God working b 

the Spirit ? Then eternal life is certain, for the wort 

of Jesus testify that the dead shall hear the voice of tt 

Son of God, and they that hear shall live. Oh blesse 

truth, glorious promise, never-failing work, immutab! 

word, sovereign power, that can make the dead to hea 

the dead in trespasses and sins, children of wrath eve 

as others! These will be quickened in time, an 

brought by the same Almighty power through all ol 

structions, in defiance of all enemies here below, agaiiv 

&II the powers of the Prince oi Daxkneas, to etenu 
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glory. Can the soul meditate on these things with in- 
difference P Can it look at the great sacrifice, believe 
the words of the Lord, and not drop in deep humilia- 
tion at Ms feet ? Oh, give him miceasing thanksgiving 
render imto him his due, give him all the glory, sub- 
mit thyself unto him : give him, Jesus thy Mediator, 
thy Reconciler, oh give him continual praise ! 



Fbb. 8. — For they got ruot the land in possession by 
their oum sioord^ neither did their own arm save them ; 
hvt thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of 
thj countenance, because thou hadst a favour unto 
ikem. — Psalm xliv. 3. 

How sweetly does this day's text assimilate with 
the past meditation ! There was contemplated the 
wonderful and settled work of Jesus. Here, the church 
naay say with her type, the church in the wilderness, 
'^ Thine own sword purchased not this great deliver- 
<uioe,Deither did thine own arm save thee.'' What then 
Wag it? O Jehovah ! it was thy right hand, thine own 
snn saved them ; and the light of thy countenance was 
^Wealed by thy Holy Spirit. And why was this people 
■elected before all the people upon the earth? Be- 
*^ thou hadst a favour imto them. O Lord, if thou 
lutdst not ordained a people to show forth thy praise, 
^er would there have been one to praise thee. 
Hadst thou not ordained some to everlasting life, all 
would have rejected thee, and worshipped stocks and 
"^ones. Had man been left to his own perverse wiU 
^d vile inclinations, aU would have taken the broad 
road to destruction — aU would have remained willing 
"laves to Satan, and have been, to all eternity, the 
"objects of his kingdom ; but Christ, the Kin^ ol 
glory, has set up a standard against him, w\i\cla. ia axv 
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invincible standard, an irresistible power, a powerfi 
arm, an all-conqn^ring sword, a glorions light that hs 
arisen npon those who sat in darkness. Christ, th 
King of gl<»y , has fought the good fight, has gained , 
decisive victory over death, hell, and the grave. H< 
has made '^ a way for the ransomed to pass over witl 
songs of evoiasting joy upon their heads." Chiist 
the King of glory, has opened the gates of righteous- 
ness, into which the righteous shall enter. "Hia own 
right arm has gotten him the victory." Oh then, ye 
people, " enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and 
into his oonrts with praise. Be thankful nnto him, 
and speak good of his name." 

The captives are ranscHned. and sinners restored 
To honour and glorv. with Jesns their Lord ; 
And rebels are retscaed from funking to heQ ; 
In the li^t of his countenance ever to dwell. 



Feb. 9. — Th^n Israd sang Ms song, Spring up, oh 
weB: sing ye unto it. — ^Xumbebs xxi. 17. 
Journeying through the wilderness, parched with 
tluist,and contiaually without those refreshing streams; 
those cooling waters which give animation and vigom 
to the weary pilgrims for proceeding on their way : 
well might Israel sing this song when from time tc 
time the verdant spots were presented to their longing 
eyes, and water to th^ parched lips. But Xarael 
drank to thiist again. They digged wells to leave 
them behind. They thirsted, and reproved their ap- 
pointed Leader, and rebelled against their God, who, 
notwithstanding, gave them that which they needed. 
What a distinction between the literal and the 
spiritual Israel ! If the '' church in the wildemeBs" oi 
a/</ooaidsingandre]oioe ait \iie ca^\ ot an earthly well, 
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how much more may the church now cry, '' Spring 
up, O well ; sing ye unto it/' when she hears her Be- 
loved say, " Whosoever drinketh of this water, shall 
thirst again; but whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I ahall give, shall never thirst ; but it shall be in him 
a well of water springing up into everlasting life," 
Sing, oh my soul, sing ye unto it. Spring up, O well, 
abundantly in my soul for the life that now is. Spring 
Tip in a self-denying life for him who hath given 
everlasting life — spring up in faith, hope, and love^ 
spring up in a dependent, believing life — spring up, O 
well, and be a continual flowing of living waters. Oh, 
thou living well, thou only source of living waters, 
spring up in my soul to thine own glory — spring up, 
that every idol, every sin, every enemy, may fall pros- 
trate before thee, and all confess that thou only art 
the Lord. Sing, oh my soul, a new song to Him 
who alone is worthy ; '' for thou wast slain, and hast 
redeemed us to God out of every kindred, and people, 
and nations, and hast made us kings and priests, and 
we shall reign on the earth." Oh, sing ye unto the 
^erlasting well — sing praises unto Jesus in the land 
of your nativity — sing the song of Zion to Zion's 
King ; for ye are no longer in a strange land, but are 
fellow-heirs with the Son of God. 



Pbb. 10. — And Nahash the Ammonite answered them, 

On this condition wUl J make a covenant with you, 

that I may thrust out aU your right eyes, and lay it 

up for a reproach upon aU Israel, — 1 Samuel xi. 2. 

The variety of incident with which the word of God 
abounds, presents to my soul a continual variety for 
application : and what does this day's portion speak t/o 
thee ? It abowB the weakneaa of thy nature, and t\i^ 

e2 
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nature of thine enemies; and in contemplating the 
result, it proves the effect of faith and the wonderful 
dealings of God with his people. Hast thou ever pro- 
posed making a covenant with thine enemies P ''Mike 
a covenant with me, and I will serve thee," says uii< 
belief. Assuredly if this be done, the enemies will 
say, ''If we make a covenant with you, we will 
thrust out your right eye, and lay it up for a reproach 
upon all Israel." 13eware of the slightest compronuBO 
with crafty, designing foes which are encamped against 
thee ; once in their power, under their dominion, th^ 
will inevitably thrust out thy right eye, and then troth 
is obscured, error comes in like a flood, and what 
was to thee bright and lovely, is dimly seen and in- 
differently viewed ; but God, in mercy, will not leave 
his people who cry unto him. He will send help, and 
that right early. Wondrous is the faithfulness of the 
Lord — wonderful the effects of faith which GK)d given* 
When thine enemies surround thee, coming up strong 
and mighty, seek not to make a covenant with them; 
seek help without delay, seek strength of an all-powe^ 
f ul arm, seek the counsel of the wise, seek the wisdom 
of the just, seek the help of the mighty ; and if thoa 
lean with all thy strength on thy Beloved — if thoa 
fight with the two-edged sword of the Spirit, thenyon 
may with confidence defy the Philistine, and say to 
Nahash the Ammonite, " To-morrow will I came oat 
to thee.'' The enemies which encamp around thee aio 
strong, but thou hast a Friend stronger than all the 
foes of earth and hell — One who is ever mare ready to 
hear than thou to seek. Jesus has ever a heavenly 
messenger at hand to send thee help. Seek him^tmit 
him, and the enemies shall be slain and scattered, bo 
that two of them shall not \)e leit \^<btbfic \ tor ^ he 
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ayeth his rough wind in the day of the east wind.'' 
ord, keep thy people from the power of thine ene- 
168, that they thrust not out their right eyes, so that 
16 trnth is obscured^ or compromised^ and divers 
mptations follow. 

Thon, O Lord, must put forth thine almighty power, 
•r without thee we can do nothing. 
To thee be glory for ever. Amen. 



*KB. 11. — Not for that we have dominion over your 

fmthy but are helpers of your joy ; for by faith ye 

stand. — 2 Cob. i. 24. 

Our beloved brother^ and the apostle of the Gen- 
iles, well knew that '^ Paul might plant, and Apollos 
roter, bnt God must give the increase." " Lord it not 
nrer God's heritage, he saith, for ye have one Master, 
sven Christ.'' Paul was a helper of their joy ; he oom- 
^(Hrted the weak, confirmed the strong, reproved the 
anmly, and was faithful to his Master unto death. 

This highly-gifted and favoured apostle was a helper 
of the joy of his brethren ; but confessed he had no 
feminion over that faith by which they stood. " To 
four own Master ye must stand or fall." Oh, my soul. 
in vain you look for a beloved apostle, a helper of the 
joy of the brethren. Tom asunder, the visible Church 
in the present day is a broken chain, a divided house ; 
divided in worship — divided in principles — divided in 
doctrine ; and every one saith as of old, ^' I am of 
Paul, I of ApoUos, I of Cephas, I of Christ." Is 
^^^brist divided, then P Blessed be God, this cannot be : 
lowever the members may be divided, Christ re- 
oaineth the same — ^the perfect Head of his divided 
sembera — ^the Fountain which cannot fail — the Rook 
D stand fco' ever— a Priest who ever liveth — aa a3X- 
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Biifficient Sacrifioe — the living bread to give eterna 
life — a powerful King of an everlasting kingdom— t 
faithful Saviour to a faithless people. Yes^ m) 
soul, jon are kept by the faith of Jesus : aocepted 
through his faith — by his faith you stand — by hi 
faith you live, and his faith will keep you to the end- 
hold you up in life — hold you on in death ; and throngli 
his faith shalt thou have an abundant entrance int( 
his glorious kingdom, when faith will give place t( 
that which abideth for ever, even to sight ; for thoi 
shalt see him as he is, enjoy his presence, and sbar 
bis glory for evermore. 



Feb. 12. — If the Sony therefore, shall make ycufra 
ye shall be free indeed. — John viii. 36. 

Moses was faithful in all his house, as aservant ; b 
faithfully waited for the law, and received it by tb 
voice of Jehovah in the thunders of SinaL He faitt 
fully delivered, exacted, and expounded it to tb 
people — faithfully did all the Lord commanded hii 
to do — faithfully shadowed forth, in types and simil 
tudes, according to the Word of God and the pattert 
given, him who was to come. Moses faithfuUy pel 
formed all things respecting the law, excepting tb 
fulfilment of its moral requirements, by which tb 
people were proved and condemned. They laboure 
and were heavy laden ; yet when that prophet cam 
of whom Moses spake — the substance of theoeremonia 
the f ulfiller of the moral law — they preferred retainin 
the yoke sent by the servant, to being made free b 
the Son. Why, oh my soul, was this ? " Why do y 
not understand my speech (saith the Son), even he 
cause ye cannot hear my word P " What a blesse 
portion b&ve we this day to meiditaitd uyon for thoe 



FEBBUABY. 65 

who understand and hear the word of the Son, " If 
the Son, therefore, shall make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed." Justified freely ; with him freely given 
all things ; free from the condemnation, of the law, 
which is the strength of sin, and free from sin, ye 
have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting 
^e. My soul, if the Son has made thee free, thou art 
entered into the glorious liberty of the gospel, freed 
from the slavery of the world — the yoke of Satan, the 
dominion of the flesh, free to call God thy Father, the 
Son thy Saviour, the Spirit thy Comforter; free in the 
Son's easy yoke — free with his light burden, thou 
shalt find rest unto thy soul ; for as Noah's dove could 
find no rest for the sole of her foot, amidst the turbu- 
lent and overwhelming waters of the flood ; neither can 
the aoul spiritually convinced of sin, flnd rest until 
she is drawn into the *^ ark of her strength,'' and made 
"free from the law of sin and death," by the applica- 
tion of the " blood of the Lamb," who, having blotted 
oot the hand-writing which was against his people, 
^d nailing it to his cross, " has made them free in- 
deed;" 80 that they are no longer to serve under the 
wrvant Moses, but are made fellow-heirs with the 
Son, Christ Jesus our Lord. 



Feb. 13. — The Lord preserveth cdl them that love Mm. — 

Psalm cxlv. 20. 
% aoul, dost thou love the Lord ? A deeper ques- 
tion I would ask thee. Does the Lord know that thou 
West him ? Thou mayest deceive thy fellow-man, de- 
ceive thyself, but the Searcher of hearts cannot be 
deceived. If, then, thy heart be right in spirit and 
^ truth before him, this promise \a thine, and may 
*^ Holy Spirit apply it for thy comfort, and ^\i^ 
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meditation be for thy spiritaal profit. Yes, thoa 
mayest rest upon this precious promise, and believe it ; 
but canst thon tell Aotr, and from what preserved, and 
why the Lord preserveth thee ? 

Time were too short to '' tell the wondrous tale," 
could thy finite mind, thy confined views, discover the 
preserving mercies of the Lord, from the time thoa 
didst enter this world of sin to the time when thoa 
shalt quit this body of sin. How preserved? One 
answer only can be given satisfactory and sufficient^ 
" By the power of an Almighty God." From what 
preserved ? An impenetrable veil conceals the mighty 
acts of sovereign power. We know not the wonderful 
preservations of the Lord every moment of our natmal 
life ; but of one act of his sovereign power thou art 
certain. Thou wert preserved from death until the «^ 
pointed time to have everlasting life revealed to thee; 
and from death thou wilt be preserved until the ap' 
pointed time to depart, and leave thy house of da^- 
Why preserved ? Oh, my soul, the veil is in part re- 
moved, the mist is rolling away, and a light shineth ill 
upon thee. The word of God revealeth much, thouglB- 
the half be not told. '^ The Lord preserveth all theio^ 
that love him ; '' and these love him because he finrtr 
loved them. They were loved in eternity, therefor^ 
are preserved in Jesus Christ for eternity — preserve^ 
from eternal death — preserved in time unto the endi-^ 
for life everlasting, because he had a favour unt^' 
them — because he " would preserve a people to sho^^ 
forth his praise ; " subjects preserved for a kingdom— ^ — 
a betrothed bride preserved for himself — preserved \A^ 
be presented before him in love, holy and undefile<^^ 
without spot or blemish — preserved for his ow^ 
Dame's sake, according to the good pleasure of 
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will. Oh, my soul, who can declare the wondrous acts 
of the Lord — ^what tongue utter his praise ! Preserved, 
through mercy, by free and sovereign grace I Not be- 
cause thou art worthy, or holy, or righteous, or good, 
or without sin in thywlf, ** The Lord alone is 
righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works. 
He is nigh unto all that call upon him in truth — he 
will fulfil the desire of them that fear him — ^he also 
will hear their cries, and will save them — he preserveth 
all that love him, but the wicked will he destroy.'' 

Oh, my soul, '^ shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right ? " Bow with submission to his wise decrees ; 
look unto Jesus, in whom, by whom, for whom, thou 
art preserved ; and bless, oh, my soul, the God of all 
grace. Amen and Amen. 



Feb. 14. — O Lord, thou art my God. I loiU exalt 
thee, I wiUpraiee thy name; for thou hcutdonevxmr 
deifvl things : thy counsels of old are faithfulness 
and truth, — Isaiah xxv. 1. 

Happy soul that realizes the power of the pro- 
phet's words ! Experimentally to feel that thou, O 
Lord, art my God ; unreservedly to exalt thee, con- 
tinually to praise thy name, are some of the privi- 
leges of thy people. And is it not, my soul, a delight 
to exalt thy God above all that heaven or earth con- 
tain ? Can it, then, bring anything to share the glory 
due unto him alone P anything in thyself thou wouldst 
presume to vdsh should bear a part P Nothing, O 
Lord. Thou alone art to be exalted — ^thou only to be 
praised, "For thou hast done wonderful things" — 
wonderful beyond the capacity of man fully to com- 
prehend, or exalt, or praise, while in this earthen 
vessel. '^ Thy counsels of old," wbo can understand P 
The prophet declares they are faithfulness and tni^. 
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The Ohuroh has ever^ and will ever, acknowledge the 
same. And cannot thou, my aonl, set to thy seal that 
God, the Lord thy God^ is faithful and true P He has 
spoken that which he would perform ; he has per- 
formed that which he promised, for he is faithfulness 
and truth. He has made in *' his holy mountain a 
feast of fat things." He has taken the veil which 
was spread on the face of all people. He has 
swallowed up death in victory, and the rebuke of 
his people shall be taken away from off all the 
earth ; " for the Lord hath spoken it, who is faithful- 
ness and truth. This is the day when it can be said, 
*^ Lo, this is our God ; we have waited for him : he 
hath saved us. This is the Lord ; we have waited for 
him ; we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation." 
Here are wonderful things for thy contemplation. Oh, 
exalt the Lord thy God with all thy powers — praise 
him with all thy heart. He is to be highly exalted- 
He is to be greatly praised^ for he has done wonderful 
things. He is the wonderful Counsellor, the mighty 
God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 

Oh that my soul, like Isracrs king, 

Could sound full chords of heav'nly tone ! 

Yet, Lord, a broken heart I bring, 
And Jesu's name exalt alone. 

To thee, Redeemer, Saviour, Lord, 

With holy confidence I sing : 
And sound thy praise, believe thy word. 

And hail thee, Zion's glorious King ! 



Feb. 16. — For we know that if our earthly house of this 
tabernacle were dissolved, we /tave a building of God, 
a home not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
— 2 Cob. v. 1. 
My soul, what a knowledge is this ! To know that 

^ou hast a building of God, eternal m ^q^lqai^qiaX 
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srilL Oh, my soul, who can declare the wondrous acts 
of the Lord — ^what tongue utter his praise ! Preserved, 
through mercy, by free and sovereign grace I Not be- 
cause thou art worthy, or holy, or righteous, or good, 
or without sin in thyself, " The Lord alone is 
righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works. 
He is nigh unto aQ that call upon him in truth — he 
will fulfil the desire of them that fear him — ^he also 
will hear their cries, and will save them — he preserveth 
all that love him, but the wicked will he destroy." 
Oh, my soul, '' shall not the Judge of all the earth 

do light ? " Bow with submission to his wise decrees ; 

look imto Jesus, in whom, by whom, for whom, thou 

art preserved ; and bless, oh, my soul, the God of all 

graoe. Amen and Amen. 



Feb. 14. — O Lord, thou art my God. I loiU exalt 
thee, I wiU praise thy name ;for thou hast donewonr- 
derfui things : thy counsels of old are faithfulmjess 
and truth, — ^Isaiah xxv. 1. 

Happy soul that realizes the power of the pro- 

pliet's words ! Experimentally to feel that thou, O 

Wd, art my God ; unreservedly to exalt thee, oon- 

tinually to praise thy name, are some of the privi- 

%e8 of thy people. And is it not, my soul, a delight 

*o exalt thy God above all that heaven or earth con- 

^ ? Can it, then, bring anything to share the glory 

"•^e Unto him alone ? anything in thyself thou wouldst 

P^'esume to toish should bear a part ? Nothing, O 

^rd. Thou alone art to be exalted — thou only to be 

P^'^^fied, "For thou hast done wonderful things" — 

^^Uderful beyond the capacity of man fully to com- 

'^^liend, or exalt, or praise, while in this earthen 

^^^. *< Tbjr oouDBek of old/* who can underBtaiiA^ 

^^ prophet declares they are faithfulness and tm^. 
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Feb. 16. — Ghry ye in his hdy name ; let the heart of 
them rejoice that seek the Lord. Seek the Lord and 
his strength, seek his face evermore, — Psalm cv. 3, 4. 

How beautifiilly, how gloriously^ does the Psalmisi 
strike his harp to give thanks unto the Lord^ to oalJ 
upon his people, to sing psalms unto him, to talk of 
all his wondrous works ! 

Are there no people now, oh my soul, to sing untc 
the Lord P Is there no harp, now David^s is silent, tc 
strike the full chords in harmony, to sing the glory ol 
his holy name P Is there no seed of Abraham hii 
servant — ^no children of Jacob his chosen, ^' to seek thi 
Lord and his strength, to seek his face evermore P * 
From everlasting tiie children of the '' chosen One ' 
were ordained a seed, who, through faith should ior 
herit the promises — whose hearts, from generation tc 
generation, have been attuned to love and praise tiie 
Lord — who though divided in externals, separated oc 
many points of doctrine, all agree in sounding oiM 
full, harmonious chord of ^' faith in the Lord Jesoi 
Christ." Oh, ye seed of Abraham (through faith 
Luke six. 9 ; Gal. iii. 7), ye children of Jacob (Gbl 
iv. 28 ; and iii. 28), *' make melody in your hearts t( 
the Lord," sound his praises, glory ye in his holy name 
let yoxa hearts rejoice, ye that seek the Lord ; seel 
his strength, for it is his alone that can keep you up— 
seek his face evermore, for it is the light of his cocm* 
tenance only that can give solid peace and abiding joy 
My soul, istherenot one full chord of praise and thainkS' 
giving in thy heart P Yes, Lord, so full that it cannoi 
be expressed — so full that it cannot be sounded 
These fragile harps of clay can never " praise thee ai 
they ought " — they cannot piaiBfe t\i€» tsA they would 
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^Me here below. To have a full sense of thy re- 
<i6eming love is more than frail mortality could bear. 

We can but look, and wonder, and adore ; 

Lost in amazement, that we praise no more. 

Our harps are tun'd, redeeming love to sing, 

But low, and feebly touch, the silver string. 

But when, Lord, we see thee face to face. 

And view the wonders of thy sovereign grace. 

Our harps thy praise shall sound, our lips shall move 

hi one full chord of harmony and love. 



^BB. 17. — And Samuel said, Has the Lord as great 
delight in humt-offennga and aacrifices^ as in obeying 
the voice of the Lord? — 1 Sam. xv. 22. 

Here is a practical portion for thy meditation. Holy 
Spirit, help my soul to profit, that the flesh may be 
IxQinbled. Yes, flesh would come with burnt-offerings 
<uid sacrifices ; but hath the Lord delight in these P 
^Pride, arroganoy, presumption, self -righteousness, 
lugh-mindedness, the fear of man, the love of his 
praise, all come with burnt-offerings and sacrifices. 
^* Hatii the Lord as great delight in these, as in obey- 
ing the voice of the Lord ? " Lord open thou my 
lips, and my mouth shall show forth thy praise. Thou 
deairest not sacrifice, thou delightest not in burnt- 
offerings ; but " a broken and contrite heart, God, 
thou wilt not despise." It is the sacrifices of the heart, 
a broken spirit, that the Lord accepteth. And what 
doth he require ? ^ Behold to obey is better than 
B^ifioe, and to hearken than the fat of rams." Can 
the Lord delight in that which he has commanded to 
be destroyed ? My soul, thy duties, thy good works, 
thine own righteousness, offered to the Lord for ac- 
^tance on his holy altar, are as great an abominatiorv. 
^^sigbtasthyains; allmuBthe deattoyed— ^l\itt 
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fatlmgs, and all that is good in thine own sight, af 
well as the vile and refuse^ must be swept away, cnl 
down with the edge of the sword^ before that great 
that all-sufficient sacrifice which is alone acoeptabk 
to God. The broken spirit, the contrite heart, tomi 
continually to God as a sinner, looking unto Jesiu 
only, trusting to him entirely for acceptance; foi 
what hast thou, my soul, to bring ? O Lord, a broker 
heart thou wilt not despise — a heart, broken by th} 
Spirit, is made willing, and comes to thee in love 
abhorring the sins, rejecting the duties, when con- 
strained to cast off the robe of self -righteousness 
" submitting to the righteousness of God in Christ 
who is the end of the law for righteousness to all tha^ 
believe/' There is no more sacrifice for sin; ba^ 
under a law of love to the great High Priest, the aoul 
alive to him, desires to be conformed to his will an< 
to his ways, offers no fleshly sacrifice as meritorious 
but performs a willing service under this law of love 
God of my salvation, would that all I do were don^ 
to thy glory — that obedience to thy word, and sub- 
mission to thy will, marked my earthly path I T< 
thank thee, to bless thee, to praise thee, my soul d» 
sires, and faithfully, to *' run the race set before nfl 
looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of ow 
faith." 

Feb. 18. — But the Lord said unto Samuely Look no 
on Ms countenance, or on the height of his stctture, be 
cause I have refused him, for the Lord seeth not a- 
man seeth, for man looketh on the outward appear 
once, hut the Lord lookethon the heart. ^\ Sam. xvi. 7 
This text appears, my soul, to confirm thy late me 

ditation, and to draw thee oxx\> txiot^ l\)iV!^ to th» 
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blessed oonsideration, that '^ Jehovah seeth not as man 
seeth." Man judgeth of his fellow-man by his out- 
ward appearance, for he cannot look into the heart ; 
but the Lord says, '' Look not at his countenance, or 
the height of his stature." No outward advantages 
inflnenoe an impartial God, who looketh on the 
heart. It is by this the Lord judgeth. Is thy heart 
right in his sight P If not, thou art refused. What- 
ever thy attainments, thy qualities, or goodly appear- 
ance, if thy heart remain unchanged, thou wilt be re- 
jected. Many whom the Lord ref useth, man chooseth. 
"Samuel looked on Eliab, and said. Surely the Lord's 
anointed is before him;" and many, many of the 
Lord's anointed are rejected by man ; but, eternal 
praises be to him, " He knoweth them that are his;" 
he calleth his sheep by name, and they follow him, and 
shall never perish. He hath loved them from ever- 
lasting. He calleth them in time, and keepeth them 
to the end ; he changeth the heart of stone, and giveth 
a heart of flesh, searches it, keeps it, watches it, draws 
it to himself. " The Lord looketh on the heart." The 
lips may move, and cry, " Lord I Lord ! " The feet may 
run, the fingers work, talents be employed in the 
Lord's service ; there may be a goodly appearance, a 
high stature in the sight of man; but the Lord seeth 
not as man seeth. Is the heart the centre of thy 
actions, the end, for the glory of the Lord? Vain are 
all thy outward performances if thy heart be not right 
before him, to whom thy most secret thought, thy 
^08t private action, thy eveiy motive, is known. 

My soul, canst thou bear the test ? If thy heart be 
^ght with God, then fear not man ; let him reject 
thee, it matters not, thou art accepted of the Lord. 
Let him despisa and forsake, but the LiOid \ov^ 
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thee ; let him persecute and revile, but thou art not 
forsaken. 

If thy heart can stand the scrutiny of the all- 
piercing eye of Jehovah — ^if thou hast been brought to 
see its desperate wickedness, and cast thyself, a needy 
sinner, upon his bounty — if thou hast fled to the only 
refuge for law-condemned sinners, and hast found 
rest for thy soul and peace to thy troubled oonscienoe, 
oh, give all the praise to Him who is all thy salvation, 
all thy hope in time, and will be all thy glory in 
eternity. 



Feb. 19. — David saidy Moreover, the Lord that deH- 
vered me out of the paw of the lion and out of the pate 
of the hear, he taill deliver me out of the hand of this 
PhUigtine. — 1 Samuel xvii. 37. 

The Lord upholds those who trust in him. David, 
in faith would say, " Thy servant slew both the lion 
and the bear, and this uncircumcised Philistine shaU 
be as one of these." David, moreover, knew from 
whence his help came, who had delivered him, and 
could say, he wUl deliver me from a greater enemy 
than these. The gigantic Philistine, strong in his 
own strength, and armed with his own weapons, oomeB 
forth to meet one, stronger than the strong man armed, 
David, in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of 
the armies of Israel. The Lord was all to David— 4 
sword, a spear, a shield, and, says David, in faitii, 
" This day will the Lord deliver thee into my hand." 

How much is there to reflect upon in this firmneB 
of David's faith — his entire confidence in his God I 

In this simplicity of faith he went forth with » 
sling and a stone, singly to encounter this formidable 
foe, from whom all the men ol latsk,^ ^^^^ wid were 
sore afraid. 
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Look, my soul, at the unarmed Israelite, fearlessly 
enooontering the arrogant, self-relying, God-despising 
Philistine, armed from head to foot with every human 
devioe to shield his gigantic body: bat, oh thou 
defier of the God of the armies of Israel, with all 
thy human wisdom, thou hadst still left a vulnerable 
part, uncovered, to which David's GFod guided the 
unerring stone. ''And, saith David, all this assembly 
sbll know that the Lord saveth not with sword and 
Bpear, for the battle is the Lord's.'' So shall all thine 
enemies, O Lord, perish, so shall all who put their 
trust in thee prevail. The Israelite may be under the 
P&w of the lion and the bear for a time— the army 
of Philistines may draw up in battle array against 
him— the most mighty, the most powerful, may rise 
% formidable in stature, encompassed with brass, 
and defy him, more to be dreaded than a legion. Oli, 
i&ysoul, the Lord will not forsake his spiritual Israel. 
^0 76 forth to meet thine enemies in the name of the 
Lord of hosts ; put thy whole trust in him, put off 
Sml's armour, and take, in faith, the sling and stone, 
"for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." 
And he shall appear to thy joy, and to thine enemies' 
•^erlaating confusion ; but do not expect to conquer 
^thout facing and resisting them. Turn thy back, 
and they will follow thee — meet them in thine own 
Btrength they will overcome— pause for one moment, 
they will slay thee. If thou hast a Goliah, which be- 
^ thee, face him in the name of the Lord ; leaning 
on thy staff, haste to thy shepherd's scrip, and with one 
of the smooth stones of the brook, sling in faith in his 
! name, the daring Philistine shall be laid low to the 
j: glory of him who fighteth thy battle. He is a shield 
! and buckler to aH who truly trust him — a Bword and. a 



^f 
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Spear, a breast-plate and helmet, invincible ande 

j lasting. Lord, thon art all! Strength, po' 

', might, belongeth unto thee, and victory, certain 

, I, tory, to all who are on thy side. Oh, trust ye 

; i Lord, rejoice in the Lord, and praise him evermc 

.1). 

Feb. 20. — Return , ye backsliding children: ret 
and I will heal your hackslidings. Truly in va 
salvation hoped for from the hills and from 
multitude of mountains, — Jeb. iii. 22, 23. 

Return — ^yes, the Lord most graciously says, " 
turn, ye backsliding children ; " and most mercif 
adds, " I will heal your baokslidings." The fort 
anoe of the Lord with his children is wonderful 
mercy unbounded; but, my soul, presume no 
think, if the backsliding children go on froward] 
their way, and will not return, that they will be ha 
Do not expect joy, and gladness, and peace, if ' 
art dealing treacherously with thy Lord. Do no 
pect the light of his countenance if thou art rebel 
against him ; but, return. Will not the weeping 
supplications of thy children be heard, O Lord G 
Behold, we come imto thee. Is this enough ? '. 
sufficient to acknowledge that thou art the Lord 
God — that in vain is salvation hoped for from 
hills or the multitude of mountains ? Lord, salvi 
from everything is in thee. " Truly in the Lord 
God is the salvation of Israel." But something] 
is required of thee, O Israel. " Put away thine 
minations out of my sight,'' saith the Lord, 
thou wilt return, return unto me," was the men 
condition of Israel of old ; but put away thine i 
and give me all thine heart. 

The law was imperative,iiot one requirements 
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be dispensed wiih^ so that not one of Adam's fallen 
race oould obtain by it the salvation of the soul. 
tboQ merciftd and ever-living Saviour^ thou Media- 
tor between God and man, from thee only oometh 
our help. We may for a time trust to the little mole- 
hills of our own erecting, and think our mountains 
stand 80 strong, that we cannot be moved ; but when 
the Spirit givei^ light, we are soon shown that it is to 
the everlasting hills alone that we can look. There 
is but one Mountain that can never be moved — no 
dependence but on the Rock of Ages. Lord, in whom 
can we trust — on what can we depend — but thyself ? 
No earthly good can give abiding peace — no creature, 
everlasting happiness. We must turn from the hills 
and multitude of mountains, and again cry out, 
"Truly in the Lord our God is the salvation of Israel" 
It is all in the Lord, treasures to endure for ever, 
and peace and joy without end or abatement. my 
soul, how is it the heart can ever wander from such 
refreshing swings ? Surely we leave but to return, 
for all out of thee, O Lord, is unsatisfying, deceitful, 
ind treacherous — ^all in thee, satisfying, real, and 
abiding. 

To turn from thee is leaving substance for shadows, 
ght for darkness — ^to return to thee, is going from 
arkness into marvellous light. It is thou, O Lord, 
liat must keep the heart from wandering, the feet 
rom sliding, tiie eye straight forward, looking unto 
lee. Oh, put your trust in the Lord ; he will be to 
lee the munition of Rocks, against which nothing 
m prevail to deprive thee of any good thing it 
leaseth him to bestow in time. For eternity, all is 
reasured up in the " Lord omr God, who alone is the 
ilvation of IsraeJ," through Jesus Christ, o\ii 'NLe^a.- 
T jmd Redeemer, -p 2 



68 FBBBUABY. 

Fbb. 21. — But of that day and hour knoweth no mai^ 
nOf not the angels of heaven, but my Father only^— 
Matt. xxiv. 36. 

Po not, my soul, pass hastily over these wordi: 
consider well what is tiiat day and honr of which no 
man knoweth, no, nor the angels, bnt the Father 
only. It is the " day of decision," a day of mercy 
and justice, of joy and gladness, of weeping and wail- 
ing, a day desired, a day dreaded ; the fruition of 
faith, the end of hope, the commencement of uoaI- 
loyed bliss, and of never-ending woe ; a day to see 
the Lord *' face to face," never again to lose sight of 
him, or never again to behold him ; a day of eternal 
separation between those on the right hand, and those 
on the left ; a day of praise and wonder, of bittemetf 
and wrath ; a day of unmerited reward, of merited re- 
tribution ; a day of free mercy, of just vengeanoe; 
a day of glory and majesty, of darkness and impo- 
tence ; the display of power, the end of pride ; tiie 
fulfilment of promises and warnings; a day of deligbt 
and terror; a day when no secrets are necessary, 
no secrets will avail, no secrets will be possible ; a 
day known only to him before whom all must stand 
and receive their final sentence — him to whom every 
knee must bow, and every tongue confess that he 
alone is Lord and God of heaven and earth. My 
soul, thou art awed by the contemplation, and can 
only rest on one object. Out of Jesus, who can 
stand before God ? If thine eye be not on him, where 
canst thou look ? If thy hope be not in him, what 
hope hast thou ? If thy heart be not with him, how 
canst thou enjoy his presence ? Oh, blessed Lord) 
thou preparest thy people for the enjoyment thou hast 
procured for them. Qraoe i^Te^^uraft t\xQm. tor gloiy) 
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and glory gives joy unspeakable. Mercy on the right 
hudf Justice on the left ; '^ these shall go into ever- 
^astdng punishment, the righteous into life etemaL" 
All, all of grace, they sing eternal and untiring praises 
to the Lamb : they cast their crowns before him in 
▼onder, love, and joy. Worship, and honour, and 
llory to thee, King of kings and Lord of lords. 



Pbb. 22. — Then shall the Kinff say unto them <m his 
right hand, (hme, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world, — ^Matt. xxv. 34. 

Why wouldst thou reject this portion of Scripture 
Wause it leads to the same subject as thy last medi- 
tation ? Is it not a most important subject, on which 
thon mayest meditate another and another day P Is 
not my soul sensibly impressed with the thought, the 
^ope, the expectation, that thou art one of those irho 
^ be placed at the right hand, to whom tlie King 
Trill say, " Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
tile kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world ? '' So impressed, Lord, that utterance 
Menu to be denied, expressions fail, for language is 
too confined to convey the feelings of the soul. 
Blessed of the Father I A kingdom prepared for thy 
inheritance ! Come and possess it. No, not a word 
to express such marvellous acts ; the powers of the 
nund are lost in wonder and amazement, while looking 
itself; but it seems to rise from the dust in contem- 
plating the ''King in his beauty," the glory and ma- 
jerty of the Lord Jesus, whose '' name shall be ex- 
alted above every name/' coming in the clouds of 
Wen, in power and great glory, sending ior\iSi \i\a 
^i^"io gather together hia elect." The e^e ol 
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faith, ddightB to feast on him who has pnrchaaedthi 
eyerlasting inhoritanoe for his chosen seed, his pa 
feet body ; self -identity is lost sight of ; for it is od 
glorious whole, united to a glorious Head, ''one inUi 
the Father and the Son." Head — ^members — inheril 
ance — all glorious. Kingdom everlasting, joys eternal 
All, all purchased by the life, death, righteousness o 
him who knew no sin, for those who were all sin. Oi 
this great " day" they not only stand the " blessed o: 
the Father," justified in his sight by the merits o: 
the Son, but they are purified from positive guilt 
with glorified bodies incapable of sinning I 



Feb. 23. — For how gretst is his goodness, andhowgreal 
is his beauty/ — ^Zegh. ix. 17. 
The goodness of God is acknowledged by many 
who know nothing of his beauty. Temporal ease 
comforts, luxuries, the ability to live after the ooone 
of this world, are ascribed to the goodness of God by 
many, who know nothing of his gracious acts witi: 
their own souls. The bounties of providence an 
showered down upon man ; the evil and the good 
the just and the unjust, share the blessings of ligb 
and heat, rain and dew ; riches and poverty are indis- 
criminate, without respect to persons. The rich mai 
will view his table, laden with a superabundance, anc 
thank God for his goodness. Another will look witi 
sullen discontent at every luxury ; one poor man vil 
thank GxkI for his daily crust, another will murmiv 
with a sufficiency, because he has not more than b( 
wants. With each, destitute of grace, there is n( 
beauty seen, that they should desire him ; but to thosi 
who have the power of his grace, and see GxmI in tlu 
fflOff ofJeBiaa Christ, as a sm-]^aT^oiDL\xx^C^^^V^^ ^ 
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is his goodness, and how great is his beanty ! He is 
seen as the only good, and the greatest good upon 
earth. His bounty is blest in abundance^ his good- 
ness is blest in poverty; in sickness, in health, in 
trials, in ease, the heart acknowledges '^ how great is 
his goodness/' There is a beauty to be desired greater 
than the gold of Ophir, more valued than the richest 
jewels, more prized than the most precious pearl And 
▼ho are they, my soul, that can feel " how great is 
his beauty *' ? It is the sensible sinner, to whom he is 
the altogether lovely, who will sell all that he has to 
obtain this pearl of great price. Jesus, " how great is 
% beanty " to a pardoned sinner I Too great for thee, 
my soul, to comprehend, too valuable for thee to 
estimate. He is the bread of life, the staff of thy 
existeiloe from the beginning of time to eternity. The 
wine, the new wine, to be bought without money or 
price, to cheer the hearts of all who beheve in him. 
What is this world, what would be that which is to 
eome, without thee ? Time is imfruitful, eternity will 
l>e hell without thy presence. A pardoned sinner, 
lookmg unto thee as all in all, now and for ever, can 
wy from the heart, " How great is thy goodness, and 
W great is thy beauty I " 

Feb. 24. — Who can understand his errors f Cleanse 
thou me from my secret favMs. — ^Psalm xix. 12. 

Who, indeed, can tmderstand his errors ? Not one. 
Onr secret sins are innumerable ; for we know not 
the extent of sin, neither all that is sin in thy sight. 
Lord, " Thou searcher of hearts, hast set our ini- 
quities before thee, our secret sins in the light of tby 
x>untenanoe : " and, oh, my soul, what hast thou that 
s not Buij when brought in the light of 3elio\d^i^ 
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countenanoe : we neither know all that is sin, nor 
anything of its enormity when brought to this pure 
light. Continually are we committing unknown aioB, 
for which there can be no repentance, neither forsak- 
ing. How, then, can we be cleansed P Cleanse tlum 
me from secret faults. Jesus, thou has atoned fcnrsll 
sins, sins of ignorance as well as for known sins. The 
sins which are set in the light of the Lord's ooonte- 
nance are all blotted out by the blood of the Lamb, 
and, clothed in his garments of salvation, deansed 
from all sin, his redeemed are beheld by the Father, 
complete in his Son. My soul, canst thou oontemplaiie 
the great things done for sinful man— done for theej 
andnof abhor thyself in dust and ashes," whilst glory- 
ing only in him who httth paid the ransom ford/ the 
sins of his precious jewels P Canst thou think oi the 
sufferings, the humiliation, the death of thy Saviour, 
and not love him for the great things he has done 
for thy soul P Oh, blessed Lord, a sinful creature still 
I am, needing thy salvation every moment. With the 
Psalmist I exclaim, ''Keep back thy servant also hcB 
presumptuous sins ; let them not have dominion over 
me." From love to thee, Lord, for thy name^s sake 
help me to fight my enemies — ^the mighty enemioB of 
my soul — the world, the flesh, and the devil ; be with 
me by thy Spirit ; help me by thy strength ; keep my 
soul '' in the light of thy countenance,'' that I may 
flee from sin, and nm after thee. '' Let the words of 
my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be accept 
able in thy sight, O Lord, my strength and my 
Eedeemer." 
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3. 25.-^1, even J, am he that blotteth cut thy trarn^ 
reuionefor mine ovm sake, and tnU not remember 
hy tine, — Isa. xliii ^25, 

leeigii oonld not have allotted a more appropriate 
ito sQOoeedthe former meditation than tiiis, which 
lents itself for our contemplation to-day. *'l, even 
[Q he/* Yes, the everlasting God of infinite power, 
at blotteth out thy transgressions ; " actually done, 
itively blotted out, by One who is the same for 
r I And is there, Lord, anything in the creature 
ause thee to perform such a marvellous act ? My 
I canst thou claim any merit to cause thy sins to 
slotted out ? Oh, no ! my soul glories in acknow- 
png and believing that, for thine own sake, thou 
t " blotted out my transgressions, and will not re- 
mber my sins/' Nothing but eternal death is thy 
ert: one sin is sufficient to cast' thee from the pre- 
oe of the Lord for ever, and millions of sins can do 
more. A greater punishment than this there can- 
be ; and this is thy portion by nature. Thou hast 
hing meritorious to claim : nothing to trust to of 
16 own. For thy numerous sins, thou canst not 
ce one compensation ; thou canst not atone for, or 
sfy the justice of Gk>d for one sin. In all our 
Stations, we are continually impelled towards one 
imon centre, from which all things diverge — to 
ich all must return. Where is thy rest, my soul P 
thee, Jesus, who '* blotteth out our transgres- 
18 for thine own sake.'' This, my soul, is the most 
ised truth that was ever revealed to, the most 
cious promise that ever reached the ear of, fallen 
Q. Jesus ** came to call the sinner, not the right- 
8, to repentance," whom he has cleansed with hia 
3d. Ha came to seek and to save that ivl[iic\x -waa 
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lost ; to bind np the broken-hearted, and deliver th& 
oaptive. Yes^ my soul, it is the pardon of thy liiui 
for which thou hast to praise the Lord. Unless pa^ 
doned, thou canst not be justified ; and unless justified, 
of what benefit is pardon ? For unless restored ti> 
Gk>d's favour, what comfort is there for the liberated 
oaptive ? Blessed be God, it is all completed in Chrisi 
Jesus our Lord. " Moreover, whom God did pre- 
destinate, he also called ; whom he justified, them 
he also glorified. Who shall lay anything to the 
charge of God's elect?" (Rom, viii. 30—33.) "I, 
even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgre8Bi<H» 
for mine own sake, and will not remember thy siiu.'^ 



Fbb. 26. — O God, thou art my Ood: early wUlI wA 
thee; my sotU thirsteth for thee; my flesh hngdh 
for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water 
is. — ^PsALM Ixiii. 1. 

*' A Psalm of David, when he was in the wildemefls 
of Judah." How heavenly are the words of the in- 
spired Psalmist ! Head them again and again. Canst 
thou not in heart join Judah's King^ and dwell up(Hi 
his word with delight P The wilderness of this world is 
truly a di*y and thirsty land ; and daily must thou, my 
soul, seek the Lord thy God. " Blessed are they who 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be 
filled." To see his power and and his glory, thou must 
go to the sanctuary ; enter the Holiest of holiee, to 
behold that which is within the veil ; and what, my 
soul, dost thou behold? Power, glory, might, majesiyr 
and dominion; mercy, truth, peace, love, wisdom^ 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption; holi-* 
ness, purity, perfection ; a Lamb without blemish or 
spot ; a High Priest, bioVy , YiBXTcAeea, To^sfilfld^ sep*- 
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rate from sinners^ and made higher than the heavens ; 
one who, " by his own blood, has obtained eternal re- 
demption, and by one offering hath perfected for ever 
tliem that are sanctified." How, my sonl, dost thou 
behold these sacred things ? The veil of the Old Tes- 
tament is done away in Christ. When the heart is 
torned to the Lord, the veil is taken away, and then 
irith boldness we enter into the '' Holiest'' by the 
blood of Jesns — by a new and living way, which he 
bath consecrated for us through the veil — his flesh. 
Lord, is not thy loving-kindness better than life ; and 
ihall not my lips praise thee ? Shall I not bless thee 
rhile I live, and lift up my hands in thy name P Can 
say with Israel's king, " My soul shall be satisfied as 
rith marrow and fatness ; my mouth shall praise thee 
rith joyful lips when I remember thee upon my bed, 
Qd meditate on thee in the night watches P " Because 
lou hast been my help — help, Lord Jesus, in time 
f need, the greatest need — ^under a sense of sin, which 
othing but thy blood could wash away — a Friend 
hen no creature help could aught avail — therefore, 
Lord, my God, my Saviour, Redemer, *'in the 
ladow of thy wings will I rejoice." 



"eb. 27. — But they had heard only that he which per- 
secuted U8 in times past, now preached the faith which 
he once destroyed. And they glorified God in me, — 
Gai.. i. 23, 24. 

Is it possible for man himself to turn the torrent of 
is misguided will P Can he prescribe bounds to his 
3tions, or limit the extent of his doings P Did the per- 
muting Saul of Tarsus stop, by his own will, from his 
ladness against the faith of Jesus P The word&of ^<b 
ooeHlePaul will decide the question ; himseU teh\ivi^- 
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ing of the mighty power of Gfod — ^the 80verei| 
his will — the wonders of his grace. Oh, my soi 
template this marvdloos character, and '' glori 
in him." *' Perseoating the Christians unto 
binding and delivering into prison both m* 
women." Then behold him preaching the faitt 
he once destroyed. See him enduring all thi 
his sake, whom he once reviled and rejected ; a 
rify God, who alone can work on man's obdnrat 
In one moment he is tmned from his purpose ; 
ther, he is humbled to the dust ; in the next ', 
f esses him whom he is persecuting to be hif 
then preaches Christ crucified, serves his divine 
with a zeal unequalled, and is exalted above r 
with revelations. What a highly-favoured d 
O Lord, it lifts the soul up to meditate on thy g 
acts ; and we are constrained to glorify thee 
eminent preacher of thy gospel — this apost 
laboured more than all. But, though his gif 
greater, thy grace, Lord, is sufficient for 
people ; thy sovereign power must act upon a 
free grace bestowed upon all ; thy everlastiD 
given to all ; thy kingdom prepared for all. 
hast worked for all, died for all, risen for all, a 
glorify all. The beloved apostle says, the cri 
righteousness which the Lord shall give him ; 
day, shall also be given to all them who love ] 
pearing. Lord, many are there who have 
outed thee in their day of darkness, rejects 
contemned thee, whose eyes have been opened 
thy glory, to confess thy name before men, am 
and praise the wonders of thy grace. 
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Fbb. 28. — Knowing that a man is not jwtified by the 

m-h of the law, but by the faith of JesuB Christ, 

nen we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might 

k justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the 

works of the law ; for by the works of the law shall 

no flesh be justified. — Gal. ii 16. 

In our last portion^ we meditated upon that great 

apostle whO; by the Almighty power, and through 

fte sovereign grace of God, was brought to preaoh 

tiut faith he once laboured to destroy ; and now, 

my soul, thou art led to contemplate what that 

faith was which he preached. Dost thou believe 

iliat he was inspired by the Holy Spirit, and 

that he brought forth the words of soberness 

iDd truth ? See, then, what he saith — that man 

ii not justified by the works of the law ; for by it 

shall no flesh be justified. The Jew, judged by the 

law, must be condemned ; the Gentile sinning, without 

law, must perish ; for all stand guilty before God. 

How, then, oh my soul, can a creature full of sin face 

a just God, who by no means spares the guilty P 

The inspired apostle tells thee, ^* By the faith of 

Jesus Christ — not by thy faith, but by believing in 

Ohrist — thou art justified by his faith.'' Thou must 

Dot rest upon thy faith any more than thy works ; 

the one imperfect, the other prone to fail. What 

a glorious testimony does the apostle bear to this 

hlessed truth : — <* The life which I now live in the 

, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 

me, and gave himself for me. I do not 

'nistrate the grace of God ; for if righteousness 

•ome by the law, then Christ is dead in vain." And 

^7, my soul, if thou seekest to be justified by the 

^orks of tba law, thou dost frustrate the grace ol 
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Qod, and Christ has livedo suffered, and died in vain. 
But the apostle says (and who dare deny the 
authority by whioh he spake P) " For by grace are ye 
saved, through faith (the faitii of Christ), and tint 
not of yourselves ; it is the gift of G^ ; not of 
works, lest any man should boast" And this gifted 
apostle adds, " We are ereated in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, whioh God has before ordained that we 
should walk in them ; " and again, ^' My brethren, yc 
are become dead to the law by the body of Chiistt 
that we should bring forth fruit unto God." Oh, mj 
soul, happy art thou if a better righteousness than 
thine own has been revealed unto thee, whereby thos 
standest justified in the sight of God the Father. 
No ! God be praised, thou dost not frustrate thf 
grace of God. The everlasting righteousness of the 
Redeemer is thy pure, thy spotless robe, in whid 
thou art enveloped, to appear before a holy God 
Justified by the faith of Jesus Christ, ^^ sanctifiec 
by faith that is in Christ " (Acts xxvi. 18 ; Heb. x 
10), accepted complete in him, what, my soul, haai 
thou to glory in P Nothing but Christ Jesus thy 
Lord, in whom thou must glory to all eternity. Oh, 
glory that thou art not justified by the works of the 
law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, to whom he 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 



MARCH. 

Mabch 1. — This only tomild I learn of you, Becehed 
ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hear' 
ing of faith f — Gal. iii. 2. 

It appears, my soul, thou art still to meditate upon 
''Jaw " and '' faith." May tke Si^irit guide thee to 
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thereby^ that thou be not carried away by 

that which profiteth not. '' Received ye the 
by the works of the law, or by the hearing of 
' " '' Are ye bo foolish, the apostle continues, 
ng b^^ in the Spirit, are ye now made 
it by the flesh ? '' No ! ye received the Spirit 
) hearing of faith, and that instmots thee to 
e thou art not made perfect by the flesh. Ye 
(rers) are all the children of God by faith in 
t Jesns. ^ There is neither Jew nor Ghreek, 
Qor free, male nor female ; for ye are all one in 
; Jesns." The Scriptnre hath condnded all 

sin, that the promise by faith of Jesns Christ 
; be given to them that believe ; for if there 
een a law given which conld have given life, 

righteousness should have been by the law 
21, 22). The gospel was preached to Abraham 
) i^e law was given, which was added because 
jisgression; and the Jew was kept under the 
ill Christ came, but the Gentile was to be 
ed through faith, though never under the Jewish 
lom. iii. 27 — 30.) They that have sinned with- 
iw, shall perish without law ; they that have 

1 in the law, shall be judged by the law (Rom. 
.) All must stand guilty before God. So, 
they which be of faith are blessed with faithful 
ham, and to be fellow-heirs according to the 
ise ; and if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's 
Oh, my soul, what a blessing it is to live by faith, 
freed from the law of works, and to be looking 
Christ for all things. Freed from the law of 
I for justification, and under a law to Christ, in 
L we stand justified before God ; under the law of 
and lova^ which worketh obedience ; dead to \^e 



lav bj tbe hodj of Chriat ; united to him, b 
forth frnit onto God (Rom. vii. 4) ; to eerve 
newneM of spirit, and not in the oldneaa of thi 
Oh, preoions R«de«iiieF, looking nnto thee f 
ligbt, and immortalitf — thj wisdom to dire 
atiength to perform I Under a lav of love to Vt 
through thee onlf, we serveGodaoceptablj', wit 
nverence and godly fear, though with perfe( 
whioh renounces everything hot thyself for 
ance with God ; and, living or dying, we are 1 

March. 2. — Sfjoice gretOly, O daughter of 
thout, O daughter of Jerutalem ; bditM thi 
Cometh unto thee : he ii jutt, mtd having tai 
lowly, and riding ujwn aa ast.—Zscs. ix. 9. 
" Rsjoioe greatly, dai^hter of Zion : at 
daughter of Jerusalem," is the j<9fti] lai^agc 
inspired prophet. " Rejoioe alwaj, and again 
rejoioe," is the responBe of our beloved apoi 
whoae inspired words we have been thrioe led 
fleet. And in what is it, my soul, thou art calle 
to rejoioe ? " Behold," says the prophet, " th, 
oometh ; " the apostle, " Bejoice in the Lord." 
privil^e vouchsafed in these latter days, to the 
tian Church, to see both the prophecy and the i 
I^isbment. The literal Israel were eagerly exj 
a tomporal king. Spiritual Israel now beheld 
ritnal King; one whose kingdom was not of this 
JeeuB, though bom King of the Jews, accordinj 
desoent from David, yet he would not be madi 
(John vi. 16). There was a work for him to < 
beyond that of being the ruler of a nation. H< 
not, then, to reign on earth over his brethren afl 
Seab ; hat hecame jost, andlu.'niL^nlvation- 
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eek— hnmble. Yee ; humbled himself to die upon 
jroBS, that he might reign in the hearts of his 
le, scattered among all nations, kindreds, and 
aes. Look, my soul — pause, and wonder at the 
il fulfilment of this prophecy. " Ilosanna to the 
3f David, blessed is he that cometh in the name 
e Lord.'' See Jesus, Lord of all things in heaven 
)arth, entering the city of David ; and how P No 

pomp — no earthly splendour, gaudy trappings 
incely pageantry, marked his entry. The multi- 
spread their garments, and strewed branches be- 
lim, and shouted, " Hosanna in the highest ; " 
lad they held their peace, the stones would have 
ed to the great event. But Jesus came not to 
alem to be made a king; but in mockery, he was 
i arrayed in a kingly robe, and crowned ; the 
aiacs bowed the knee, and hailed him in derision. 

King of the Jews;" scourged — spit upon — 
I — ^buffeted ! What a scene, my soul, for thy 
mplation ! And does the prophet call upon thee, 
ghter of Zion, to " rejoice greatly ? " Not rejoice 
^ sufferings, Jesus, but in the effects, which 
e a subject of rejoicing through eternity. Thou 
ome, laden with salvation, with holiness, with 
K>U8ness ; and oh, my soul, laden with sins, but 
line own. The sins of all thy purchased ones 
aid upon thee, and for these thou didst suffer 
K iL 24) ; and what has thou bestowed upon 
? That of which they had none of their own — 
^hteousness. ^' Tie was made sin for us, who 
Qo sin, that we might be made the righteousness 
i in him." Thou hast borne the sins of many, 
^ thy precious blood-shedding hast blotted them 

: and, perfect in thee, they appear before t^ie 

a 
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Father. My soul, canst thou think of these glori 
truths with indifference P see thyself a sinner, hel 
a God who is purity itself , and to whom thou dare 
lift thy unholy hands, or cast thy impure eyes, or i 
thy evil heart, as thou standest in thyself P seeth} 
freely justified from all things by Christ Jesus 
Lord; through him enabled to come boldly to 
throne of grace ; by his Spirit bom anew ; a heai 
flesh, an eye of faith given, by which thou canst 
thine heart, thine eye, thy hands, to the God oi 
grace and mercy ; and must thou not rejoice P 1 
rejoice greatly. Shout, daughter of Jerusalem 
humbled to the dust, ye citizens of Zion, and be] 
thine exalted Redeemer. " Hosanna to the Lore 



Mauch 3. — But the Lord is my defence, and my 
is the Hock of my refuge, — Psalm xciv. 22. 
Oh, my soul, meditate upon this portion of I 
Writ, and seek the enlightenment of the blessed Si 
to open the eyes of thy understanding, that thoun 
est see wondrous things with thy spiritual eye of fa 
which thy natural eye neither knew, nor underst< 
*' The Lord is my defence ! " From what ? From 1 
which thy heart cannot comprehend, nor thy ton 
utter ; for that which the eye of faith perceives i 
vast — so wonderful, that an eternity only can reoo 
The Lord* is thy defence from the wrath of just 
from the condemnation for, and dominion of , sin ; £ 
the wiles of the devil, and the plots of thine enen 
He is thy defence under all trials — at all times ; 
sure defence of all who put their trust in him. 
will be thy defence when friends f orsake^when : 
arise— when all thine idols are taken from thee. 
13 thy defence by night and by day \ about thy pj 
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and about thy bed. Does my soul realize this at all 
times ? Alas ! an evil heart of unbelief shrinks from 
a pelting storm^ is soorohed by a fiery trial, trembles 
at the roaring tempest, despairs at a delayed release, 
impatient under a resistanoe to thine own will — for- 
getting that the '' Lord is thy defence." My soul, 
how humbling are these truths I and yet at times thoa 
Memeth to rise above all surrounding calamities, and 
trials; soaring above earth, and pressing toward 
lieaven, viewing in reality the Lord as a defence on the 
right and on the left ; encompassed by his love,his faith- 
less, his mercy, his tenderness, his wisdom, his 
righteousness, his word, his truth — ^yea, all truth ; and, 
eternal praises be unto his holy name, the Lord is 
not only thy defence, but thy God, and the Eock oi 
thy refuge ; and not only strong, firm, durable, re- 
maining for ever immovable, but thy refuge. Yes, 
my soul, the Lord may be thy defence when thou art 
perfectly unconscious Df it. But to behold him as the 
^k of thy refuge— oh, inexpressible privilege ! 
Where can the sioner, the distressed, the afflicted, the 
persecuted, the forsaken, the tried, the tempted, hide P 
Where can they rest P Look unto Jesus, thy God, and 
the Rock of thy refuge. Here thou art safe ; here 
thoa canst rest ; here find shelter from every earthly 
trial; here the poor and needy are fed — the weak 
strengthened — the faint revived— the troubled com- 
forted. On this *' Eock of ages '' is a refuge for time 
and eternity. Oh, my soul, why art thou ever cast 
<iownP Mesh is weak, and flesh is powerful ; strong 
in rebellion — weak in resistance ; firm in effecting its 
own desires — weak in conforming to the will of God. 
"But the Lord is my defence— the Rock of my re- 
^Bge : '* n^ hope, my trust, my all. 
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Mabch 4. — Thy words were found, and Idideatthmi 
and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of 
mine heart : for I am called by thy name, Lord 
God of Hosts, — Jeb. XV. 16. 
The words of the prophet oome upon my soid witii 
forcible self-application, reviewing the time when the 
sovereign power of God arrested the dark mind, and 
brake the obdurate and rebellious heart. ^'Thy 
words were found, and I did eat them.*' Oh, my sonlf 
how was tliis treasure foimd ? Was it by thine own 
labours, or according to thine own will ? Alas ; thy 
labours are vain, and thy will continually rejecting the 
precious seed, until the Spirit of the Most High pie- 
pare the heart, and open the eyes. '* The Lord is 
found of them that seek him not.'* He oometh sad- 
denly to his temple, or he delayeth the time according 
to his sovereign will ; and oh, the delight of the soul 
that finds, and eats ! Truly, it is a feast incompre- 
hensible to those who have not tasted. It is sweeter 
than honey ; more precious than frankincense ; man 
lasting than all the treasures of the earth; living 
waters, healing the broken-hearted ; heavenly bread 
giving eternal life ; precious fountain, source of all 
true and lasting enjoyment. And can my soul say, 
with the prophet, *' Thy word was unto me the joy 
and rejoicing of my heart " ? " Happy •are they who 
know the joyful sound** — ^who abide under the shadow 
of thy wings — who rest in thy love. How great is 
the rejoicing of the sin-burdened soul, when brought 
to look unto Jesus to be saved ; when by faith it can 
feast on the heavenly bread, and see all sin blotiied 
out by the blood of the " Lamb of God ;" see that 
" new name written, which no man knoweth, saving 
he that reoeiveth." One "w\^\^ >3[i* ¥%i^«c and 



MARCH. 85 

My soul; is not this enough to be the joy and 
ig of thy heart ? What are all the trials of 
i to the soul that can realize suoh a blessed, 
ion P ''I am called by thy name, Lord 
Hosts." Who hath obtained this privilege P 
IS it been accomplished ? Through whom art 
polluted sinner, united to a pure, a holy GK)dP 
m has this great truth been revealed unto 
*' Wonderful are thy ways, Lord God Air 
! " Wonderful thy plans, thy love, thou only 
e eternal Jehovah ! Wonderful thy work, 
Grod manifest in the flesh ! Wonderful thy 
bly Spirit of the living God, who taketh of 
igs of Jesus, and shows them unto us, the 
8 of his mercy — the objects of his love, his 
I sovereign grace. Yes, Lord, thy words were 
nd I did eat them, and they were words of 
ife ; — ^f ound in them ** joy unspeakable, and 
lory ; '' — ^found them the rejoicing of my heart, 
; in the Lord. Praise, eternal praise to the 
Glory and honour be ascribed to the eternal 
I One. 



5. — And the Lordstdd unto him, Peace be ttnto 
fear not ; thou ahalt not die. — Judges vi 23, 

. the Lord speaks peace unto thee, my soul, 
take it away — what can give sorrow ? When 
L says to the guilty conscience, the self-con- 
the law-stricken, the trembling sinner, with a 
knd contrite heart, '^Fear not ; thou shaltnot 
> shall condemn ? The Lord alone giveth a 
Bsing understanding ; a perfect peace, a last- 
Q, When the Lord speaks in the heaxt \>7 
^ ^^Fear not, " hia love is acknowledged, Mvd 
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fear oast out. Wlien he says " Peace," the storm is 
hashed the waves subside, the winds obey, and all 
within is calm. Blessed sound, " Thou shalt not die.'' 
Under the law-dispensation Gideon trembled, because 
he saw an angel of the Lord f aoe to f aoe. God, out of 
Christ, '< is a consuming fire ; " and if Gideon had the 
promise of the Lord for the preservation of his mortal 
body, is it not blessed to have his promise for tiie 
eternal life of the soul ? For I must look beyond the 
grave ; this mortal body I must quit, and leave it with 
its parent earth, a lifeless corpse. The death of the 
soul, who can understand ? It cannot die. Eternal 
death is not annihilation ; it is eternal darkness, for 
ever banished from the presence of the Lord, who is 
all light — ^who only is eternal life. And has the voko 
of the Lord reached thee, my soul, saying, *^ Fear not ; 
thou shalt not die ? " Has peace been whispered by 
the still small voice ? Dost thou feel that love whidi 
oasteth out fear ? Hast thou been convinced of sin — 
pierced with the stings of conscience — heard the 
terror of the law, " The soul that sinneth it shall 
die ? " and has the Lord spoken *' peace," with 
^ Fear not, thou shalt not die ? " Who hath power 
to forgive sins? Who can save the soul from 
eternal death — eternal darkness — eternal woe? 
Gk)d only ! My soul, behold the Angel of the cove- 
nant — ^the Sacrifice — the Mediator — ^the Reconciler— 
the Sin-bearer ! The Lord is no longer a consuming 
fire : by Jesus he speaketh " peace " — ^^ glad tidings ! " 
he saith thy sins are forgiven, thou shalt not die. 
" Fear not," is Mercy's voice — ^love casteth out fear, 
and Jesus is the only way to life immortal and eternal 
peace. 
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Mabch 6. — And Joahua said tmto them, Fear not, 

wr be diemayed, be strong and of good courage : far 

tku shall the Lord do to aU your enemies against 

whom ye fight. — Joshua x. 26. 

Thine enemies, my sonl, are numerous and mighty 

-^y contending with thee, they harass and per- 

plfiX; often cast thee down, despairing of their Ijeing 

overcome; but look up — ^mark what Joshua said 

onto his people, " Fear not." He had called the 

inen of Israel to put their feet upon the necks of 

the captive kings ; he admonishes, and gives them a 

promise, " Why art thou cast down, my soul ? ** — 

why dost thou fear — ^why art thou dismayed when 

thine enemies arise, seeing thou hast a greater than 

Joshua on thy side — ^the Captain of thy salvation ? 

Ah, thine eye wanders from thy heavenly Leader, 

faith fails, and the foes come on thee like a flood. 

Well is it that his eye wanders not from thee, so 

that if thou art cast down thou shalt not be destroyed. 

Joshua says, " Thus shall the Lord do to all your 

enemies against whom ye fight." Do not think to 

fit at ease and cry, " Lord, help ! " then sleep, and 

unresistingly let the enemies come upon thee, and 

expect to put thy feet upon their necks. Oh, 

beware of ease ! Wage continual war with thy three 

great opponents — lay not down thine arms — fight 

in the name of the Lord ! slumber not — ^set a watch 

on the weakest wall; cry unto the Lord, he will 

assuredly help thee, and enable thee to put thy feet 

upon the necks of thy foes — the enemies against 

whom joufght. " Fear not, the Lord is with thee ; 

be not dismayed, he is thy God." Be strong in 

the Lord and the power of his might — ^be of good 

oaarage. But thou dare not cease to figlit — tlaen 
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thou art overcome— neglect to watch the foes creep 
in — give one step, they take the rest. Be jeabns 
of thyself — presume not on any fancied strength of 
thine own, for thou art perfect weakness ; the Lord 
alone can help thee. But cease to cry unto hiiOt 
cease to fight, thou wilt be taken captive, and thus 
thine enemies triumph over thee. But thy eternal 
life cannot be touched — ^that is safe, '' Hid with 
Christ in (jrod" If we are overcome by enemies, 
and fall into the snare of the devil, we may loee 
the joys of salvation, and go mourning to the 
grave ; but the arch foe cannot wrest a soul from 
J CPUS — none can pluck one of his sheep from his 
hand. Lord, do thou help with thy strength! 
Without thee we can do nothing — with thee all 
things. 

March 7. — To open their eyes, and to turn them 
from darkness to Ugkt, and from the power of 
Satan unto God: that they may receive forgvot" 
ness of sins, and inheritance among ' them tvhieh 
are sanctified, by faith that is in me, — Acts 
xxvi. 18. 

The great apostle, our beloved brother Paul, was sent 
a ministering angel to the darkened nations that had 
no knowledge of God, who were worshipping idols, and 
paying homage to the host of heaven ; these had only 
the light of nature ; but the apostle teaches, that those 
who were imder the law were alike guilty before God 
— both Jew and Gentile equally sinners, for there is 
no respect of persons with God. And am I not a 
witness that there are who bear the name of Christ, 
yet are walking in darkness, under the power of 
Satan F Circumcision avaiVet\i not iox VSc^« ^^V(«.taoii 
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of the sool^ neither does the name of Christian bene- 
fit, ^ but a new creature." Jew and Gentile are all 
onder the corse of sin — all blind by nature ; the 
Spirit *^ must open the ey es^ torn from darkness to light, 
from the power of Satan to God, to receive forgiveness 
of sim, and inheritance among them that are sancti- 
fied by faith that ib in me." These are the words of 
the Lord to the persecuting Jew, who was going forth 
in spiritual blindness, when his ears were opened to 
hear the voice of Jesus, whose natural eyes were 
darkened for a season, but into whose soul shone the 
nsplendent glory of the revelation of Jesus Christ, 
^ instantly he conferred not with flesh and blood ; 
^d was sent to preach the ** glad tidings " to those 
vho were '' aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 
to receive inheritance among those who are sanctified 
hy faith that is in me" the Saviour says. Surely these 
vordfl intimate a great and blessed truth ; if sanctified 
^y the faith of Christ, his people are undoubtedly 
wfe— set apart — kept and preserved for their glorious 
u^eritance by the faith of the blessed Redeemer, and 
that is the faith of God which must stand for ever. 
^' For what," says the apostle, "if some did not be- 
Ueve, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of 
Done effect ? God forbid ; yea, let God be true, but 
every man a liar." The faithfulness of God cannot 
fail— the blood of Christ has not been shed in vain — 
the Spirit's work who can hinder ? All who are or- 
dained unto eternal life, shall believe ; and all who 
^Heve, shall be saved. With the Almighty there is 
DO peradventure, what he hath said is done. What 
<^n my soul say to these things ? Have i/ou not been 
brought out of heathen darkness, from the power ot 
^ataD,iff whose chains you were a willing capt\\fe, 
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though tmcoiiBciouB of it P brought to see hhn whom 
you had rejected^ the all in all, and ''altogether 
lovely P " Have you not received forgiveness of liiw, 
and do you not believe that you have an inheritaooe 
among those who are set apart — sanctified — ^by faith 
that is in Jesus ; this is faith that abideth without 
wavering. You can trust to his faith — rest in his 
love — depend on his word — lean on that Rodk d 
Ages whose faithfulness will stand for ever. Oh, sing 
eternal praises to him — Glory, glory to his name foi 
evermore ! 



Mabch 8. — O Lordy though our iniquities testify 
against us, do thou it for thy name^s sake : hutiM 
backslidings are many ; we have sinned against thee.- 
Jeb. xiv. 7. 

The prophet, under anguish of mind for the sms ( 
his nation, doeth that which believers are continual] 
constrained to do ; they come before the Lord ooi 
fessing their sins individually, while the prophei 
prayer may be offered for the Church nniversaU 
My soul can truly say, mine iniquities testify agais 
me, my backslidings are many, I have sinned agaic 
thee ; but, Lord, forbear, for thy name's sake 1 " 
thou shouldst mark iniquity, who shall stand P ^ 
thou number our backslidings, how can we look u] 
Oh, the hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in tii 
of trouble, unto thee must we look! Jesi 
thou art no longer as a wayfaring man, thou hi 
promised to be with thy people, thy spiritual Isra 
even unto the end : thou, who hast blotted o 
their iniquities, will heal their backslidings ; but i 
turn unto me, saith the Lord. My soul, take a reti 
Bpect of thyself, from the fiia^ ^La^s^mTi^ o1 ^3Qa^JSft 
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leotioDB of nature, to the first impressionB of graoe^ 
from that eventful era, view thyself to the present 
day, and what dost thou see ? Can the spiritual eye- 
disoem anything in nature wherewith to be satisfied ? 
Bo not thine iniquities testify against thee ? Are not 
thy backslidings many ? " 0, thou hope of Israel^ 
the Saviour thereof in time of trouble !" in thee only 
em the soul be satisfied ; and blessed be thy " holy 
name," by the power of free and sovereign grace, the 
wol is abundantly satisfied, as with marrow and fat- 
ness m thee, and with thee ! Looking unto, resting^ 
opon, thee, there is a perfect satisfaction : out of thee 
there is no good — in thee every good. Oh, my soul, 
^fhe hope of Israel " has made perfect satisfaction 
for the iniquities of his people ; not one sin shall 
testify against thee, in that great and awful day, when 
«11 shall appear before his " judgment seat.'' If thou 
hast been washed in his precious blood — if clothed in 
his perfect robe — if one of those for whom he has died,, 
for whom he has risen, and sits at the right hand of 
Gfod— for whom " he will come the second time with- 
out sin unto salvation '' — then thou wilt be one of that 
hiflSKd number in whom he will be glorified — then 
thoa wilt reign with him for ever, no more backslide 
from him, but share for ever that kingdom which he 
has prepared for all who love him. Lord, we con- 
fess our sins ! we grieve for our backslidings of heart, 
oar manifold transgressions. In pity to the weakness 
of the flesh, send thy Holy Spirit, to guard and watch 
"-to help our infirmities — to subdue the actings of 
mature— to increase the influence of grace ! Grant 
that the eye, the heart, the affections, may be fixed 
^ thee, thou " hope of Israel, and Saviour theteol V 
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Mabch 9. — And he said, Wherefore doth 
thus jnirmue after his servant? for what hav 
or what evil is in mine hand f — 1 Sam. xx 
There is a similarity in the experience of 
age after age ; in many ways an exact agr 
in others a difference in degree ; and soi 
occurring under peculiar circumstances^ 
understood by another^ though not experien< 
believers pass on to the end of their joume] 
having the trial of an enemy being stirred u 
them. Consider attentively, my soul, the su 
before thee, and, by thy Spirit's application 
meditation profit ! David, under repeated 
tions from Saul, proved himself to be a ma 
God — not daring to take vengeance. Und€ 
derangement, or, when an evil spirit troul: 
David's harp alone had soothed him ; under 
ence of hatred and malice, he persecuted 
death, and David was forced to flee from h 
" hunted him like a partridge upon a mouni 
yet when in David's power, David touched 
Hear the word of the man " after God's ov 
to King Saul, ^' If the Lord has stirred thee r 
me, let him accept an offering." Many an in 
is stirred up by God to reprove his children, 
them their sin : the effect will be the off ej 
broken and contrite heart, which the Lord 
despise. David's were not mere words— he 
aftertime, as seen in Shimei, *^ Let him curs< 
the Lord hath said unto him. Curse David." 
they be the children of men, cursed be th 
the Lord, for they have driven me out this 
abiding in the inheritance of the Lord, ai 
serve other gods." Woe \iTito ^i\vew^. ^'Wi >( 
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Lord's anointed ! Woe unto them who save thoee whom 
tiie Lord has rejected, and reject those whom the Lord 
has saved ! Bat David, though driven out from abid- 
io|( in his earthly inheritance, could not be driven 
from his eternal abiding-place. No, my soul, not all 
the powers of earth or hell can pluck one of Christ^s 
iheep from his hand ! they may kill the body, but the 
aool can never perish ; the enemy that is stirred up 
against thee, whether of the Lord or of man, may vex 
and distress, but cannot destroy : all is for thy proiSt — 
to try thy faith — ^to prove thy spirit — to show thee 
ouxre of thyself — show what is flesh and what is spirit, 
what is nature and what is grace. David says, *^ And 
behold, as thy life was much set by this day in mine 
eyes, so let my life be much set by in the eyes (not of 
King Saul, but) of the Lord, and let him deliver me 
oat of all tribulation.^' What a lesson, oh, my soul, 
is here ! David would not avenge himself — he would 
not touch the Lord's anointed king ; he gave himself 
into the hands of the Lord — in him he trusted, on him 
nlied to bring him out of all tribulation. Saul was 
the persecutor I David passively endured his cruel 
treatment, till forced to flee from his presence — then 
ipares his life when he was in his power — ^leaves all 
with his Gk>d, and mourns at the death of his most 
bitter foe. David's trust is not misplaced — he is de- 
livered, for he trusted in one who is faithful, power- 
ful, yea. Almighty — willing and able to save all who 
pot their trust in him ; one who seeth not as man 
Keth— one who judgeth righteous judgment, who 
boweth the heart, and by whom actions are weighed, 
^^t, Lord, that our meditations may profit — to 
Ann that which is evil, to follow that which is good! 
Oh, lift thj heart unto thy God I leave all t\im»a 
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qnrithhim — ^he will bring thee out of all thy tribnlatioDBl 
Let Shimei curse, but curse not thou again ; let Sinl 
persecute — ^render unto him good for evil, bearing, 
^enduring all for his sake who hath borne somuohfoi 
the ; lift thine eyes to a higher than David — ^look a1 
the ** meek and lowly *' Jesus, and canst thou dan 
arraign thy poor fellow-worm P Wilt thoucondemi 
a fellow-sinner P Oh, reflect upon thy neglect of hioc 
who has done all for thee in time and eternity I " 1B^ 
still, and know that he is God ! '' Leave thy perseoi 
tors with him — entreat him for them — he will delivei 
thee from the power of thine enemies, and thou shall 
yet praise the God of thy salvation. 



Mabch 10. — But the fruit of the Spirit is love,j<fy 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faitk 
meekness, tempertmce: against such there is no law 
—Gal. v. 22, 23. 

My soul, here is David's spirit set forth in the new 
dispensation; here is the spirit of David*s Lord; head 
is a rule for those who are bom of the Spirit : anddc 
we not need much '^ searchings of hearty" to know H 
we bring forth the fruits of the Spirit P To lovdtiM 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and soul, and mind, 
is the first and great commandment ; and the second, 
to love thy brother as thyself : and this must be tibe 
fruit of the Spirit — joy and peace in believing— joy 
in the Lord — peace in the Holy Ghost — long-sufferiog 
xmder every trial that flesh is heir to — gentle to aU 
men, doing good unto all — ^f aith in the Lord Jem 
dhrist — meek and temperate — crucifying the fleih 
with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spint> 
let us also walk in the Spirit ; and what is it, mj sool, 
to live and to walk in the Spirit? T^o ^ft,^ho are made 
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J the Spirit; walk in the Spirit ? do ye bring 
le fruits of the Spirit P is that mmd within you 
3 in Christ Jesus P Why art thou left in this 
ess of sin, after the Lord has been pleased to 
I thee by his Spirit P The Lord's ways are not 
^s ; various are his dealings with his people — 
"e quickly taken to their eternal home, others 
.ravel the wilderness for a lengthened period, 
we are assured it is not the fruit we bring forth 
titles us to a place in the kingdom of glory ; 
secured by the all-sufficient work and sacrifice 
>le8sed Redeemer ; but the apostle exhorts the 
Q to walk after the Spirit, and not after the 
;he8e are opposed to each other, and cause 
y soul, continual struggles ; the Spirit desires 
I forth the fruit of the Spirit, and rejoices to 
le flesh crucified, pride mortified, the heart 
and faith tried and proved. The works of the 
e manifest — ^the fruits of the Spirit must be 
ified ; but flesh rebels, and murmurs, and re- 
rhe heart's desire is to bring forth the fruits of 
rit. When made alive by the Spirit we go on 
race to glory ; and being brought from the 
•f- Satan into the kingdom of God^s dear Son. 
I unto thy glorious Head ! consider thy union 
st, by which alone thou canst bring forth fruit 
rod! Believing that Jesus has finished the 
* salvation, what is thy desire ? It is to bring 
le fruits of the Spirit, to walk in the Spirit, and 
e in the Spirit, that earth may be nothing, and 
11 — ^rejoicing in Christ Jesus, having no oonfi- 
Q the flesh. 
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Mabch 11. — NoWf therefore, O Lord our Godf save w 
from hi» hcmd, that aU the kingdom» of the earth 
may know that thou art the Lord, even thou only.— 
Isaiah xxxvii. 20. 

Many and strong are the enemies which rise up tc 
hurt and assault thee, O my soul ! May we not likec 
the Assyrian king to the '* prince of the power of tlu 
ai'r,^ who^ with his satanio legion, goes about like f 
roaring Hon, seeking to devour the people of God! 
But whom does he defy — against whom is he set up! 
Is it not against him who is come to bruise his head- 
to destroy his kingdom P Does he not reproach th* 
living God, when he assaults God's chosen people: 
Does he not work by that emissary Rabshakeh (th< 
flesh), to defy the strongholds of Zion ! " Will thj 
God deliver thee out of our hand ? " Alas, my soul 
how canst thou contend with these mighty foes! 
Weaker than water, thou hast no strength ; like i 
bruised reed, thou art shaken with every wind ; then 
is neither priest, nor prophet, nor elder nigh to giv< 
thee counsel. But is there not one greater than these! 
Is there not still the God of Hezekiah, the Lord oe 
Hosts, the God of Israel, the God alone of all fh« 
kingdoms of the earth P Canst thou not present tfa] 
petition at the throne of the Holy One of Israeli 
*' Incline thine ear, Lord, and hear ; open thint 
eyes, O Lord, and see " the temptations of thy servant 
see, the enemy comes to reproach thee, the living 
God ! My soul, thou hast a mighiy conqueror out (A 
self , through whom thou mayst defy the satanic legion, 
and thy fleshly legions P Best not until thine enemies 
are under thy feet ; flght in the strength of JesoSi 
then thou shalt overcome at last ; trust to him, thy 
foea aball be subdued — ^wlientliey aaaault, flee to him, 
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e will lay them in the dost. He is the Lord of 
[ofits— he is the God of Israel^ dwelling between the 
lembims. As he hath saved thee with an everlasting 
Jvation, from eternal death, from the power of 
itan, and has translated thee into his own kingdom, 
will he save thee from the power of the flesh, the 
>minion of sin : soon will all thine enemies be slain ; 
id when the last enemy, death, is conquered, then 
ou shalt rise, with thy glorified body, on the resur- 
ction mom, and behold thine enemies all dead corpses 
Satan and sin — flesh and corruptions — death and 
leases — all conquered ; thou shalt see them no more 
r ever ! '' And all the kingdoms of the earth shall 
[ow that thou art the Lord, even thou only.*' 

4ECH 12. — But God raised Mm from the dead. — 

Acts xiii. 30. 
Jesos, holy, harmless, undefiled, could not see cor- 
ption — sin had no dwelling-place within him — 
ktan tried him — death passed upon him— the grave 
ceived him ; " But God raised him from the dead." 
ktan had no power over him — death could not hold 
m— the grave must give him up ! 
Meditate, my soul, one little moment, upon the 
orioTis resurrection of thy Redeemer, who gave him- 
tf up unto death, '' that through death he might 
8tr(y him who had the power of death ;*' lay down 
i life that he might take it again : descended into 
e grave to rise from it by the power of the God- 
ad, to bring many sons to glory. Oh, blessed 
ideemer, glorified Saviour ; fain would my soul ex- 
nd, to view by faith some of the glories of thy 
orrection! Thy work on earfch finished, thy \aa\i 
in the ^eah, for thy people, was to die, to ahed l\i^ 
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blood for the remission of their sins. Jesus died to 
conquer death^ and, rising from the dead^ gave eternal 
life to as many as the Father had given him before 
the foundation of the world^ and, as the forerunner of 
his redeemed, entered into that within the veil, made 
a High Priest for ever. His resurrection foiled Satan 
and all his satanic enemies, proved the verity of his 
words to his unbelieving disciples, and gave them an 
indubitable proof that he was in truth the Christ, the 
Son of God, and ensuring the resurrection of hia 
saints ; '^ For now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the first-fruits of them that slept." Jesofl) 
what glories hast thou procured for thy people ! 

My soul, how feeble thy praises I how poor the 
utterance of thy thoughts ! Language cannot ex- 
press, the heart cannot pour out, its feelings onsacha 
theme of wonder. But " wonderful are all thy worka, 
Lord God Almighty; thy ways past finding out!" 
Is there anything too hard for the Lord ? The power 
that formed the universe, gave to atoms being, motion, 
lif e^ faculties, intellect, reason, a mind to reflect, a 
soul for immortality ! Can it be wonderful that he 
should raise from the dead P Could any i)Ower bat 
that of Gt)d, the Creator of all things, perform this 
wondrous act P No, God alone, who made heaven and 
earth, can bring the dead to life ; Jesus alone, in whom 
the fulness of the Godhead dwelt, can give eternal lifot 
the Spirit alone, proceeding from the Father and the 
Son, can quicken into spiritual life the dead in treB* 
passes and sins — these are the Three in One, that 
bear record in heaven. Thus, God raises from tii0 
dead, by his Spirit's power, and our Immanud givtf 
eternal life to as many as the Father has g^ven to hinL 
As Ood raised him from ike dead, ibo are his membeif 
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qinokened into spiritual lif e, and walk, in newness of 
life, the way to everlasting life. Jesus could not be 
liolden by death^ neither can those who are ordained 
to eternal life ; they must be brought forth from 
Bpintnal death, the grave of sin — ^brought to the light, 
to see the face of God in Jesus Christ : not one can 
be left to see corruption^ for *' God raises them from 
the dead *' — they rise up a numerous army, to bless 
and praise the Gbd of grace and love — ^the Saviour of 
peace and righteousness — ^the Spirit of holiness and 
purity ; to behold the fruits of thy resurrection, O 
Jesus, to partake of all thy glories, when this mortal 
part shall have put on immortality, and, rising to 
everlasting life, shall join the heavenly choir in ever- 
lasting hymns of praise, for ever, in thy glorious 
preeenoe, O Lord Jesus ! " Thou that liveth, and was 
dead, and behold thou art alive for evermore ! '' 



&Uach 13. — But the house of Israel toill not hearken 
unto thee ; for they will not hearken tmto me ; for 
aU the house of Israel are impudent and hard- 
hearted, — EzEK. iii. 7. 

Truly is the house of Israel a rebellious house — 
impudent and hard-hearted I Thou canst not, my 
loal, confine thy thoughts to literal Israel; their 
history is thy history — ^their rebellion thine — ^thy 
liistoiy that of all the spiritual seed. Gtod speaks by 
his providences — warns by afflictions — but ye will not 
kar ; he sends his law, with all its terrors, but ye will 
Qot obey ; he sends his prophets, with foreheads of ada- 
lUmt, harder than flint, to deliver his message ; but ye 
^ not hearken ; nay, though one rise from the dead 
% will not believe ! yea, though many be brought 
) life before tbine ejrea,' tbou dost treat it as an idVe 

h2 
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tale— until grace, so vefeign grace, arrert thy lraDcle^ 
ing feet, and the Almighty power of the Holy Spiiit 
raiae thee from death to life ; and what, O home of 
Israel, art thou then ? A rebellions house. Oh, p 
prophets of the Lord, come forth and warn the re- 
bellionB diildren ; fear them not, be not dismayed at 
their looks — ye faithful few, stand forth and warn ths 
numy ! Oh, my soul, look unto thyself ! What hart 
thou been, since infinite mercy brought thee to the 
light — since sovereign power gave thee spiritual life— 
since redeeming love said, '' thy sins are forgiven;" 
hast thou not been rebellious in thought, word, and 
deed P " Ah, Lord God, thou knowest ! '' flesh re- 
bels, but Spirit fights — Satan rages, but grace redsb 
— ^the world tempts, but faith overcomes. There ai« 
foes without and within ; but put thy trust in thy God 
— ^he will make thy face strong against their f aoes, and 
thy forehead strong against their forehead. Be not 
dismayed at the looks or w(»rds of thine ontwardfoes— 
be not cast down by thy foes within. If the Lord be 
with thee, who are they that shall harm thee ? Jeao^ 
thy strength — thou art brass ; thy rock — thou art adar 
mant ; thy shield — thou art secure ; thy refuge — tboo 
art safe ! Fight, in the name of the Lord, with thy 
rebellious heart, thou shalt prevail ; fight with thoN 
who are set against thee, they shall be subdned; 
fight against the whole house of Israel, if the Loid 
send thee ; fear them not though they be a reheUioH 
house. Look unto him who is strong — ^trost to hiii 
who is faithful Oh, house of Israel, consider I Jesoi 
will never forsake his sheep, the flock of his pastm^ 
though they be a rebellious house ; eternal love lui 
marked them for his own — eternal love will keep thcB 
to the end ! Give, then, e\«tna^. \fc«iae to the Etenal 
Three! 
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Iabch 14. — And when David inquired of the Lord, 
he said, Thou shait not go upj hit come upon them 
(foer against the muXberry-trees. — 2 Sam. v. 23. 
How precious, my soul; is the trial of thy faith ! 
Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord ! " is a 
iBimiial admonition. Contemplate the passage of 
jriptnre before thee ; reflect on the cause preceding 
id the effect following. David inquired of the Lord, 
lie Philistines come up again and again, to harass 
e Lord's anointed ; David asks, is answered, and 
leys. Oh, that I may meditate, to profit thereby ! 
1 all thy ways inquire of the Lord; leave the Philis- 
les with him ; stir not until he tell thee to move- 
When thou hearest the sound of going, in the tops 
the mulberry-trees, then thou shalt bestir thyself.*' 
'^ait tlie Lord's time — do as he commands thee ; he 
all go out before thee to smite thine enemies. David 
d as the Lord commanded, and could not but pre- 
il. How much hast thou to learn ! Every trial 
ows thee more of thyself — ^thy lack of faith, thy 
mt of confidence. But God is mighty, and will 
ny on the work. Thou shalt be proved, to increase 
ly faith — tried, to show thee more of thy God. Stir 
>t till he tell thee plainly, by his providences, to go 
Tth; watch the sound in the mulberry-trees, and 
hen the command comes from the Lord thou canst 
>t delay ; thou shalt not shrink though a host be en- 
nnpassed around thee. The Lord is with thee I 
isns, thy all, who *^ will not lay upon thee more than 
wra art able to boar," but — blessed promise ! — " will 
ith the temptation, make a way to escape." The ene- 
ies are mighty, but the Lord is Almighty ! they have 
»wer,but he is all power ! they are strong, \mtYvft\& 
y ^Bkrengtb and thy shield ! " Oh, triiat \\\Ta.\ 
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His protecting arm ia aroond thee— his wai 
over thee — bis laving-kindness endrolea 
inespreeaible bleasinga of bia salvatioit i 
thsel Soond, then, thy hallelujaha to th< 
grnce, love, aad merejr ! bid thine eDemiea c 
bia name, and in the strength of Jesus t 



Mabch 15. — For this cauie Z bow mij ktuet 

Father of our Lord Jefug Chrat, of whom 
famSy in heaven and earth is named.— 

14, 15, and following verseB. 

My son], thon art most deeply impressed 
aense of thy sinfalness ; thou seest thyself, I 
corrupt and vile, unholy in all thy ways ; 
Wert living without God in the world — wi 
knowledge of him or hia word — alienated 
ftnd in open rebellion againat hia revea 
Grace, sovereign grace, baa taught thee 
more than this. Convinced of ain, thy 
heart was brought to bow submissively to t 
of our Lord Jestis Chrial, to whom thou di( 
the only refuge. 

What a bleaaad portion of Scriptnre foi 
Bonl, to oontemplate I Again and again 
ponder over it, and unceaaingly desire to 
apostle's prayer realized in my eiperienc 
strengthened with might, by his Spirit, in 
man, that Christ may dwell in my heart by 
be able, being rooted and grounded in lovi 
prebend, with all saints, what is the bread) 
depth, and height; to know the love of Ohi 
passetb knowledge; to be filled with all the 
Qod I My aoal, what can eui^asB *A!.\«^ ^ 
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lard! Holy Spirit, help! that ChriBt may dwell 
deeply in my heart by faith — ^to be rooted in love — to 
oompiehend somewhat of his infinite love, incompre- 
hensible, unfathomable— extending beyond concep- 
tion—lasting throngh eternity — enduring in time 
what human nature could neither bear nor compre- 
-shame, contempt, mocking, railing, suffering, 
I And this not all — ^this nothing compared 
with the agonies of soul — ^bearing the sins, all the sins 
(rf the objects of thy great, thy amazing love. Oh, 
adorable Saviour ! thou only immortal, eternal — one 
with the Father — shall I ever comprehend thy bound- 
leas love ? Yes, I may, with all saints. To kn(yio that 
love, which passeth knowledge, is " our bliss below ; " 
to hnow that thou hast loved me, died for me, is the 
only abiding happiness upon earth, for one, spiritually 
convinced of sin, to follow thee, to trust in, submit to 
thee, are the privileges of faith bestowed ; but the re- 
bellious will, the snares of Satan, the corruptions of 
flesh, are continually striving to disturb the peace 
which faith gives ; but eternal praises to the love of 
Jesus, this is everlasting ! and, " imto him that is able 
to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto 
him be glory in the Church, by Christ Jesus, through- 
out all ages, world without end ! Amen." 



March 16. — But we have this treasure in earthen 

vessels, that the exceUency of the power may he of 

God and not of us. — 2 Con. iv. 7. 

The constant aim of the apostle was to abase the 

feature, and to exalt his Lord and Master. He 

Pleached not himself, but Christ Jesus the Lord. And 

that light, wbioh had been so gloriously , ^ "^o^et- 
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fully shed abroad in his hearty he holds as a treasure 
in an earthen vessel. Soul^ oonsid^ this^ and for thy 
profit seek the aid of the Holy Spirit, to make sdf- 
application, and say what thou knowestof the earth^i 
vessel, and of the treasure contained therein. Alas ! 
thou well knowest that the vessel is earthly, sensual, 
devilish ! in it there is no good thing ; it is altogether 
corrupt, fQthy, polluted; out of it proceedeth all 
manner of evil; it is deceitful above all things, 
cleaving to the dust of this earth, and the dust cleav- 
ing to it — " "Wash it with snow water, make it never 
so clean," yet shall it be plunged in the ditch again 
and again; earthly it is, and to its parent earth 
shall it return ; earthly in habits, sensual in desires, 
devilish in temper, self the centre of all its actions, 
seeking its own gratification in word, in deed, filled 
with its own nothingness, proud of the emptiness 
which makes it as sounding brass or a tinkling 
cymbal. Earthy in pursuits, corrupt in propen- 
sities, evil in practice. In manifestation, deceitful 
to others — in motives, deceiving itself — in principle, 
deceitful towards God. Perishable in matter, it 
must see corruption — sinful by nature, it goes to 
the grave a vile body. But, my soul, turn from 
the earthern vessel to the treasure it contains— 
" The light of the knowledge of the glory of God, 
in the face of Jesus Christ I " Oh, my soul, how 
dost thou appreciate this treasure, which every 
vessel born of the Spirit contains ? — '* Christ in 
you, the hope of glory." Canst thou estimate the 
value of this pearl of great price — this glorious 
light — these imsearchable riches ? Oh, no ! Infinite 
in design, incomprehensible in effect, inestimable 
in value: it is a treaAuxe so.ipa£;&m^ ^ that can 
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be oonoeiyed, of gloiy, mighty majefltyy dominion ; a 
treasare for which all ear^y things are to be for- 
saken ; a treasure oompared to which all earthly attain- 
ments are but dross and dung ; a treasure boondless 
in extent, is passing knowledge; a treasure in- 
exhanstibley for it endnreth for ever ; a treasure of 
which the natural man is totally ignorant — which 
is to the wise man foolishness, and to the self- 
nghteous a stumbling-block — which the spiritual 
man cannot fathom, for the deeper he searches 
^ more he finds^ and the more he finds the more 
lie wants and desires ; the more he sees of its 
eifioUency, the more highly it is valued, and the 
the leas he esteems all things besides. A treasure 
which the Almighty Jehovah bestows — ^the 
Ahnighty Saviour contains — the Almighty 
Spirit reveals, but which an eternity only 
can imfold ; a treasure which only the sinner needs, 
which the needy only value. And this treasure, oh, 
niy aoul, we have in earthem vessels, that '' the 
^xeeDency of the power may be of Otod, and not 
^ HB." The glory, the honour, the praise be thine, 
^Inughty Father, who hath put thy Spirit into 
«»rthen vessels, whereby they cry, "Worthy, 
Worthy the Lamb that was slain I ** 






*ABCH 17. — Yea, truth faUeth, arid he that departeth 
from eoU maketh himeelf a prey. — Isaiah lix. 16. 
Sternal praises be to thy holy name. Lord God 
Almighty ! Thou great Jehovah, three Persons in 
y^ Incomprehensible! in whom alone dwelleth 
loimortality ! to whom alone belongeth sovereign 
iaif power, uncontrollable, irresistible, invincM^l 
I • fitemsJ pnuses be unto thee ! Thy truth oannot 



It 



106 MABCH. 

fail, for the word is gone out of thy month, and 
shall not return unto tiiee void, but shall aooomphsh 
thy pleasure, and shall prosper whereunto it is seat 
Yea, man may fail in preaching the truth ; in con- 
fessing the truth, in believing the truth; but the 
truth itself will stand for ever — ** Yea, truth faileih, 
and he that departeth from evil maketh himself a 
prey." And this, O Lord, thou knoweth, thy truih 
is perverted, maligned, denied, and they who confeBS 
it become a prey; truth, judgment, jnstioe, 
equity fail, and they who depart from evil 
become a prey ; but '^ the Lord sees it and is 
displeased." Again, eternal praises be unto him! 
his own arm has brought salvation — ^he has put on 
righteousness as a breastplate, and a helmet of sal- 
vation — ^the Redeemer has come to Zion. Yea, 
Lord, all things may fail, but thou abideth for 
ever I Thy work, O JesUs, cannot fail, for it is 
finished! thy word cannot fail, for thou art the 
truth ! thy power cannot fail, for it is omnipotent! 
thy love cannot fail, for it is everlasting I thy grace 
cannot fail, for it is sovereign ! thy Spirit cannot 
fail, for it is immutable ! ratifying the word of the 
Father, and sealing the work of the Son. Oh, my 
soul, conclude as thou didst begin — Eternal praises 
to Jehovah, Three in One ! 



Mabch 18. — / create the fruit of the lips; Peace, 

peace to him that is far off, and to him that is near; 

and I tvill heal him, — Isaiah Ivii. 19. 

" I create the fruit of the lips." Lord, thou doest 

all things. Thou givest the new heart to believe in 

thee, and cause the lips to confess thy name ; thon 

sendest thy gospel to proclaim *^ Peace, peace to him 
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ihat is far off, and to him that is near; " thon sendest 
hy Spirit to break the stony heart, then showest thy- 
elf in Jesns, to heal ; thou givest thy Spirit, to pray, 
nd to render back what thou bestowest ; thon givest 
ight and darkness, joy and sorrow, peace and war — 
md all things shall work together for good to them 
hat wait npon thee . From thee, Lord, is our fruit 
oond ! Thy branches, which abide in thee, thou 
>iirge8t, that they may bring forth more fruit — ^fruits 
rf faith, hope, love — ^fruits of righteousness and true 
loliness. '^ Giving all diligence," saith the apostle, 
* to add to your faith, virtue and knowledge, tempe- 
unce, patience, godliness ; and to these, brotherly- 
dndness and love : for if these be in you and abound, 
ronareneither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge 
rf our Lord Jesus Christ." " But vain is it," saith the 
LiOrd, ** to draw near with the lips, when the heart is 
'ar from me." But thou doth create the fruit of the 
ipB, as well as a new heart, and renew a right spirit, 
jy which alone the soul can draw nigh unto thee, and 
iresent the body a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable, 
mto God, by the mercies of God — ^through the merits, 
;he sufferings, the one only sacrifice of our blessed 
Liord and Redeemer — ^by whom, O my soul, thou art 
tleansed from sin — by whom *' peace, peace " is pro- 
ilaimed to the repentant sinner, to him who can 
oarcely dare to lift his eyes unto thee, as well as to 
lim who comes boldly to the throne of grace — by 
^hom alone is the sinner healed — ^by whom only is 
he "seed of Israel justified, and shall glory." What 
loth my soul say ? Has " peace " been procla imed to 
hee ? hast thou found joy and peace in believing ? 
)h, adorable Jesus ! a debtor to mercy — a debtox ^ 
praoe— a debtor to love — ^an eternal debtor to ^^ee — 
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a justified sinner faUs at thy feet, toaches thehenK 
thy garment, orying, " Peace, peace," for whasoev< 
Cometh unto thee thou wilt in no wise cast out. 



Mabch 19. — -Hear, O my people, and I wiU testifym 
thee : O Iwad, if thou wHt hearken unto me;1h 
shall no strange Oodhein thee. — Psai^m IxxxL 8 a 
following verses. 

'^ The law made nothing perfect, but the bringi 
in of a better hope did." Meditate, my soul, on t! 
portion of Holy Scripture — ^this touching appeal 
the Most High, through the inspired P»almist to '. 
rebellious Israel, and say if the Lord thy God has ] 
a rebellious Israel still — rebels groping in darkn( 
while yet in spiritual Egypt — rebels when '* called « 
of darkness into marvellous light." '* But my x>eo 
would not hearken to my voice, and Israel would m 
of me, so I gave them up unto their own hearts' lu 
and they walked in their own counsels." Deplora 
state ! And is it not the same in the gospel day? i 
there not many who walk to the end of life after tli 
own counsel ? and do not these walk into oert 
destruction ? and would not all mankind so walk w 
it not for the free mercy and sovereign grace of Gk 
But, blessed be thy holy name, thou hast reserved ui 
thyself a seed to serve thee, though " Israel wo 
none of thee ! " Yes, thou hast reserved a people 
show forth thy praise, who are *^ made willing in i 
day of thy power ; " who shall hearken unto thee, s 
walk in ^ way^ to everlasting life ; whose enem 
thou wilt subdue, and turn thy hand against th 
adversaries, for thou art stronger than the strong c 
armed, unto whom the haters of the Lord shall snbn 
tbemaelvea ; whose time aliaW-entec^^ot e^«t — yihc 
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tfaoa doBt feed with the finest of the wheat, and with 
Ixmey oat of the Rock dost thou satisfy them — Qlori- 
OQB gospel day ! Oh, my soul, open thy mouth wide, 
ih&t thou mayest be filled with the fruits of this 
heavenly land ; look unto him who hath procured all 
tiungs for thee richly to enjoy ; but beware of IsraePs 
■n— a wandering and idolatrous heart, for though a 
noewed soul cannot be eternally lost, yet it may lose 
the light of the Lord's countenance, and lie down in 
niTow. Such a darkness is far worse than Egyptian 
dttkneas. Lord Jesus, our eyes are up unto thee ! it 
kin thy strength we stand — by thy power upheld — 
\tf thy prayer kept. " Father, keep in thine own 
name those thou hast given me." Blessed Lord, thou 
rtill liveth, and ever liveth, to make intercession ! Oh, 
Ifltnot the sheep of thy pasture sin against light and 
knowledge I Rebels by nature, it is thou alone that 
ttnst subdue the host of enemies. Grant that thy 
people may hearken unto thee, and help thy Israel to 
walk m thy ways I My soul, look at thy privileges ! 
kxik unto Jesus, suffering and dying for thee, and 
>kall not the *' love of Christ constrain thee " to walk 
** beoometh the redeemed of the Lord ? Jesus, all 
n^ttt oome from thyself ! We are, in ourselves, perfect 
veakness— every good and perfect gift cometh from 
*bove. Thou must guide, direct, keep by thy Spirit, 
% rebellious Israel. Thy power has brought them 
^ tibj kingdom of grace, and thy power will keep 
*^nifor thy kingdom of glory. 



^Uech 20. — Stand up and bless the Lord for ever atid 
every and Messed be thy glorious name, which is 
malted above all blessing and praise. — Neh. ix. 5. 
la not thy Bpirit stirred within thee, my BOulj'wYiO^^ 



Mabch 21. — But continue thou in the things which 

thou hast learned J and hast been assured of, knowing 

of whom thou hast learned them, — 2 Tim. iii. 14. 

Mark^ O my soul; this admonition of the apostla, 

not only to his beloved Timothy, but to thee, and ftU 

the members of the Lord's mystical body — " Cwi<w«« 

in the things thou hast learned and been assured of> 

Beware of seducing men and devil, who are ever 

ready to beguile the unstable, and harass and tempt 

the believer who is strong in the faith, to pull hi^^ 

from the stronghold in the things he has learned ftD<i 
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meditating on these words of the Old Testament 
saints P Art thou not lifted up to bless and praise titf | 
Lord thy God, for the marvellous revelation of himself j 
in the face of Jesus Christ, vouchsafed to the sainti in \ 
this latter day ? Stand up, my soul, and bless and \ 
praise his glorious name, for ever and ever ! Stand j 
up for his word, his truth, his cause I Stand up for hii \ 
everlasting love, strong as death ! his f aithfulneBB, ^ 
which endureth for ever ; his mercy, which is sove* \ 
reign and free ! Stand up for the limitation of hk I 
grace, the freedom of his will, the execution of his 
justice ! Stand up for pardon only by the blood d ' 
Jesus Christ, which deanseth from all sin — ^for justifi- 
cation through his righteousness, which covereth aU 
iniquity — sanctification by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, which dwelleth in all the elect people of God^ 
a people set apart for the Master's use ! Stand i^ 
and praise the Lord thy God, for free and xmmerited 
salvation through Jesus Christ ! Stand up and give 
him aU the glory ; and blessed be thy glorious name^ 
which is exalted above all blessing and all praise 1 
Amen and Amen. 
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fl been assured of ; oontinne in those things which 
ake for thy peace ; continue to look unto Jesus for 
I thy strength ; thy faith, thy hope, thy love, thy all, 
mmg of whom thou hast learned them ; knowing 
e power of the Holy Spirit, the sovereignty of God, 

bestowing grace, the love of Jesus in saving sin- 
in ; knowing that the Holy Spirit has been thy 
wker, beware lest thou fall from thine own stead- 
stness. Be not high-minded, but fear ; a multitude 
' enemies are watching thee ; but do thou, my 
td, watch and pray, looking unto him who is con- 
QQally watching thee for thy good ; that same Spirit 
xm. whom thou hast learned the great and glorious, 
Brfect and finished work of salvation, is able to keep 
lee, by the power of Jehovah, from whom he pro- 
)edeth, for the love of the Saviour who has pur- 
baed and redeemed thee. 

From grace you cannot fall, if you have been made 
Artaker of that grace, which giveth the spirit of adop- 
ion ; but you may lose the faith in the things which 
OQ have learned and been assured of. But we are 
'xhorted to resist the devil, to %ht the good fight of 
aith, to seek the strength of the Lord; and ''unto 
iim who is able to keep us from falling, and to pre- 
«rv6 us faultless before the presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy ; to the only wise God and Saviour, be 
[lory and majesty, dominion and power^ both now 
Bid ever ! Amen." 



*Urch 22. — Arise J shine; for thy light is come, and 
the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee, — ^Isaiah Ix. 
1 and following verse. 
Who is this to whom these emphatic words aread- 

i^ned — ^Arise^ ahine ? Is*itnotaprophe\ioa\«bddcE«» 
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to the Chnroh, speaking of the most glcnrions time she 
has ever witnessed upon earth — now past, now aooom- 
plished, " For tky light is oome, and the glory of tiie 
Lord is risen upon thee "? At a time when darknoi 
covered the earth, and gross darkness the profeanng 
people of Gtod (the visible Church), the Lord Christ— 
the promised seed — the Redeemer of Israel— iitf 
Saviour of the Gentiles— he who brake down ti» 
middle wall of partition — he of whom Moses and tiu 
prophets spake — came upon earth, arose upon tiie 
benighted Church, and manifested his glory upon her; 
and truly might the prophet call her to arise andshme 
when her light— and stick a light ! was come, and the 
glory of the Lord was risen upon her. My soul wonld 
leave the general assembly and Church collectively of 
the first-bom, and meditate upon these words of tiw 
Spirit-inspired prophet with individual applicatioo; 
and may that same Spirit guide and influenoe oor 
meditation, without which there can be no profit. 
Cannot my soul look back to the time when darknetf, 
gross darkness, covered this earthen vessel— when tiie 
ears, the eyes, the understanding, were closed to divine 
things ? and can you not remember when thy ligW 
came, and the glory of the Lord arose upon thee? 
and did not the Spirit say, Arise, shine ? and does 
not the Spirit still say, Arise, shine ? Yes, and the 
Spirit says, thf/ light is come ; the eyes have heeo 
opened to see the deadliness of sin, the ears unstopped 
to hear the joyful gospel sound, the understanding 
enlightened to see the glorious light in the faoe of 
Christ Jesus the Lord. He, my soul, is thy light; 
from him thy light emanates — in him is all thy h'ght 
— out of him is all darkness ; he is thy light and thy 
glory, thy sun and thy aliield. Brought out of dark- 
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nen into this marvellouB light, fain wonld mj soul 
vaik thy glorions name. Lord, thy ooming upon 
Bariii was the light and the glory of tiiy people ; bat 
th€y cannot arise from the dust, they cannot shine 
'orth in the splendour which thon hast pnt upon them 
tntO thy Spirit be poured out abundantly — then shall 
hy Church shine like gold tried in the fire. But thou, 
) Jesus, art thy people's light ; in thee is no darkness ; 
hoa art all light, dwelling in that light which no 
aortal can approach ; thou art an everlasting light, 
ad oi thy glory there shall be no end ; an unchanging 
ight ; the same that was, and is, and shall be. He 
hat hath not this light walketh in darkness, and shall 
iot see life ; he that hath this light shall never die, 
or he hath everlasting life. Oh, my soul, arise and 
^ndse thy Lord I the light of his countenance shall 
Bttke tiiy face to shine ; the light of his word shall 
Duke thy wilderness path straight ; the light of his 
Spirit shall guide thee in perplexity, guard thee in 
danger, comfort thee in affliction, lighten thy dark- 
iMtt, and preserve thee to the end. 



Maech 23. — For what shall it profit a man if lie gain 
the whole world^ and lose his own sotUf or, what 
ikaUa man give in exchange for his soul? — MABg 
viil 36, 37. 

Soul, of what profit will all the perishing things of 
^ world be to thy perishing body, if thou, that must 
live through eternity, be eternally lost ? Of what 
Profit will be all the wealth that can be acquired, all 
^ hixiiries that can be enjoyed, all the ease that can 
^ taken, when thy mortal part shall feed the worms, 
^d crumble into dust, and thine immortal be where 
^worm dieth not^ and the Bre is not qaenchodV 

I 
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What can ft man give in exchange fo 
These worda of onr Lord were followed I 
most aolemu, awful import. Art thoi 
ashamed of JesoaP I maj' reply, in t 
another — 

" Yea, I may, 
Wlien IVe oo uns to watih ava;. 
But when a sinner in oar own estimation 
ashamed of Jefrua, who is the only waj tc 
— the onlj propitiation for ain ? Oh, ho^ 
those of whom the Son of Man will be as 
he cornea in his glory, to judge the work 
palling tJie sentence, " Depart from me 
Ashamed c^ the Lord P ashamed to confi 
art all, and tiie creature nothing P aahome 
atoning blood — of thy sin-covering rig 
ashamed of thy perfect work of redempti 
plete fulfilment of the law ? ashamed of - 
thy death, thy rising, thy ascending? 
ashamed of all this, then mnat a sinner \n 
thee, when thou oomeet a second time in 
a Binner saved b/ graoe glories that thou 
— will hail thy coming with ahouta of v: 
drawn by thy sovereign power of love, thj 
be gathered unto thee, to receive the blec 
from thee, the Lord of all and King of 1 
dwell with thee for ever I Amet^ and Ai 
ye the Lord I 

March 24. — I wiU greatly r^oieeintfte L 
<SaB be joyful in my God, for he hat, 
toith the garmtnti of saloation, he kati 
■with the robe of righteoutnese. — IsAUH 
For why, my aonl, wilt tticju gceatly r 
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Lord, and be joyfol in thy God? For why? Go, 
ask tiiy sins — ask thy rebel heart — ask thy natural 
ffluniiy to God — ^his ways^ his words, his holiness — ^ask 
thy oomiptions — ask the powers of darkness — ask the 
grave, into which thou must shortly go — ask death^ 
who soon shall hold thee in his grasp — ^ask the prinoe 
of this world — ask every thought, every word, every 
deed, of thy past life — ask time — ask eternity — ask all 
heaven and all earth — ask, oh, ask the greiit Re- 
deemer ! Look unto him, and, with a holy joy, give 
forth the wondrous answer — call heaven and earth to 
intneas the transporting sound — call angels and the 
i^irits of the just to join in thy rejoicings, for is there 
not joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth? 
Proclaim to all, the wonder-working power of a 
sovereign Qod, who hath enabled a sinner, *' dead in 
trespaases and sins,'' to arise from spiritual death, and 
to rejoice, yea, greatly rejoice in the Lord, for — oh, 
amazing deed ! oh, wondrous love! — he hath clothed 
me with the garments of salvation — he hath covered 
me with a robe of righteousness I 



Haech 25. — She said, no manf Lord, And Jesus said 
vnto her, neither do I condemn thee ; go and sin no 
Viore. — John viii. 11. 

Who dare first cast a stone when Jesus standeth by ? 
^ot one I The enemies withdraw one by one ; and 
hleased is the state when left alone with Jesus ! Hath 
no man condemned thee — not one whose conscience 
^aay," I am without sin?" No man. Lord. Neither 
^ I condemn thee. Blessed words to the sin-sick 
^ ! Who can condemn when Jesus acquits ? The 
^^ condemns, but Jesus speaks the word of gospel- 
^^001, and iibe aonl is released from bondage ', e^ 

i2 
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aoouseth, but Jesus speaks peace ; man aoooseth, but 
Jesus forbears ; Satan tempts^ but Jesus disarms the 
tempter, and casts the strong one out. Let all con- 
demn, if Jesus justify ; let all forsake, if Jesus re- 
main ; let all enemies wage war, if Jesus speak : 
peace. My soul, hast thou been left alone with Jesus? 
Have the sweet words of peace reached thine ear? 
Hast thou heard, ''Neither do I condemn thee?" 
Then thou hast also heard, ** Go, and sin no more." 
Yes, Lord, there is no condemnation for them that 
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit. But it is thy presence, thy help, 
thy power that alone can keep from falling those who 
have been risen, by grace, iuto newness of life ; it u j 
thou that must disperse the enemies, give power to I 
the faint, and strength to the weary ; thou must carry 
on the work thou hast begun, and keep the soul alive 
which thy Spirit hath quickened. 

Blessed Lord, withdraw not thy presence! leave me 
not alone with self, the greatest of all enemies ! (^ 
stay, and show the light of thy countenance continn* 
ally ! In thy strength mountains can be moved— 
without thee we are perfect weakness. Blessed are 
they whom thou hast justified — ^they shall not beooor 
demned ; thrice blessed are they who walk continually 
in the shinings of thy face ; but blessed be all to 
whom thou hast spoken peace, they shall awake in 
thy likeness, and see thee as thou art ; they shall be 
raised incorruptible, without sin, to enjoyithy presence : 
without alloy for evermore; they shall iidierit thai J 
eternal life which thou hast procured, by thy deaHi; I 
and secured by thine entrance into the gates of r^^ I 
eousness, and when they shall, in their bodies, staiMl I 
before thy judgment seat, thou, canst not oondeD^ W 
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tihose for whom thou hast shed thy precious blood ; 
ten tfaonsand tunes ten thousand tongues shall worship 
and adore thee, when they hear, " Come, thou bleoed 
of my Father, and inherit the kingdom prepared for 
thee." Hallelujah, hallelujah ! 



Maboh 26. — Israel shall be saved in the Lord with an 

everlastinff salvation; ye shall not be ashamed nor con* 

founded toorid without end, — Isaiah xlv. 17. 

Israel shall be saved in the Lord — not in themselves 

— with an everlasting salvation — ^not a salvation for 

time, but for eternity ; neither shall they be ashamed 

n<xr confounded world without end . The Israel of God 

are his chosen people, saved in Christ Jesus from 

eternity — ordained to everlasting life from eternity, 

BO they can never be confounded. 

My soul, look at thyself ! Canst thou be saved in 
or by thyself ? Art thou not ashamed and confounded 
to see thyself, a wretched sinner P Yea, let shame 
and confusion cover thee, and the name of Jesus be 
exalted above every name in heaven or earth ; sink 
into the dust, and give the glory, the praise, the 
honour, to him who alone is worthy, who has saved 
Israel, saved thee, with a salvation that shall endure 
for ever — saved in the Lord I And, O my soul, from 
what art thou saved ? From self, from sin, from 
Satan, from condemnation, from everlasting death ! 
Why does my soul remain so dull under the contem- 
plation — such a God — such a Saviour — such a salva- 
tion P Has the value decreased by time — ^is Jesus less 
needed, less precious P Nay, Lord, thy salvation is 
felt to be more needful every moment, thy value in- 
oreasea as the creature sinks in its own eBtimBiUoTi. 
To be saved in tAee ia the only hope ; to be eveiAai^ 
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ingly saved belongeth alone to thee; and, lookiai 
only to thee, the soul shall not be ashamed or oon- 
fotinded. In the Lord Jesns alone oan the soul; sidfc 
of sin, weary of the world, its deceptions, its vanities 
— in Jesns alone can the sonl rejoice ; and here may 
it rejoice alway ! In the Lord ye possess all things 
— ont of him nothing ; in him is peace, joy, reconcilia- 
tion, acceptance — out of him, woe, woe, eternal 
condemnation, eternal weeping and wailing ! Saved 
in the Lord, of what has the soul to boast P Nothing 
to boast of, nothing to glory in, but the mercy of God 
through Jesus our Lord, Israel's Gk)d ; and of him 
thou mayest boast all the day long — of him glory, and 
thou shalt not be ashamed nor confounded, world 
without end. 



Mabch 27. — Righteous art thou, O Lord, and upr^ht 
are thi/ judgments. — ^Psalm cxix. from verse 137 to 
144. 

Blessed Jesus ! thou art the first and the last; but 
" how slow of heart are we to believe all that is writiffli 
in the law of Moses, and the prophets, and the Psalms 
concerning thee.'' The psalmist is assuredly speaking 
prophetically, as Jesus in his state of humiliation, 
when he sojourned upon earth, and, as a Son, con- 
fessed the Godhead to be pre-eminent — ^ My Father 
is greater than I." As a man he cried, " My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me ? " as a Sob, he 
was obedient even unto death, not doing his own will. 
He ministered unto his disciples, and was amonfif them 
as one that serveth ; he did the work his Father gave 
him to do, and was his servant to do all his pleasure. 
Who, as Jesus, could see the righteous judgmeitB d 
the Most High ? Bid iio\. ^\i'5 iwlX. cfipossasfift 
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ise thine enemies have forgotten thy Father^s 
, which is so pnre — ^what servant oould love it as 
i? Oh, thou wert; — ^thon art, despised and rejected 
en — meek and lowly ! Yet thou, and thou only, 
neth the holy precepts of thy Father in remem- 
se for ever and ever, confessing and manifesting 
ighteousness to be everlasting, and his law the 
I ; that law which Jesus, and Jesus only, of all 
have ever trodden this earth, could fulfil in every 
md tittle, being the holy law of Gkxi, which is 
1, and no lie. Who but Jesus could fulfil it, in all 
Loliness and purity, running in the way of his 
er's commandments ? Jesus is the way of recon- 
don — the way of access to God for guilty sinners; 
that truth Jesus came upon earth to unravel, to 
lop, to make manifest that which had been 
en for ages. Trouble and anguish did indeed 

hold of thee — " Was there ever sorrow like unto 
sorrow ? " And yet to fulfil thy Father's com- 
dments was thy delight. Yes, Lord Jesus, thou 
rest thy Father's righteous testimonies were from 
Lasting, for he testified with an oath, '' Thou art a 
it for ever " — he gave thee understanding that 

shouldest live — ^thou wert the first-bom from the 
! — ^thou hast life for evermore — thou art the life, 
givest eternal life to all whom the Father giveth 
lee. Jesus, the Way, the Truth, the Life I can 
blessed truth be too often meditated upon P No, 
soul ; behold in Jesus a fulness inexpressible — a 
, that those who are therein, though fools, shall not 
-a way inaccessible to a world lying in wicked- 
— a way over which his redeemed alone can pass 
fountain of life inexhaustible ; he giveth life to 
dead in trespasses and sins ; yea, he will raise the 
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dead bodies which have died in him, and make them 
like mito hia {glorious body, and so ahall they be for 
ever with their Lord. My soul, is this joy to be thine? 
Has the Lord been pleased to make thy oalling and 
election sure to thyself P and art thou as one waitiof 
for thy Lord, that whether he come at even, or at mid- 
night, or at cock-crowing, or in the morning, thoa 
mayest not be f onnd sleeping ? Therefore he ssith, 
'* What I say nnto thee I say unto all, watch." Even 
so, come Lord Jesus. 



Mabch 2S.— Therefore thtu stdth the Lord God, BMi 
I lay in Zion,for afoundatumy a ttone, a tried tUnet 
a precious corner^one, a sure foundation, — ^Isaiah 
xxviii. 16. 

What is the foundation of 2jion — what the f oimdft- 
tion of a sinner's hope — what the foundation (A the 
saint's rest — ^what the foundation of the sinner's gkny 
— ^what the foundation of the everlasting songs d 
triumph of the heavenly Jerusalem, the Church of 
the first-bom, the general assembly which are written' 
in heaven, the Mount Zion, the city of the living Qod, 
the kingdom which cannot be moved ? What ssitii 
the Lord Qod ? '' Behold I lay in Zion, for a founda- 
tion, a stone, a tried stone, a precious eorner-stone, t 
sure foundation.'' And what saith the Lord Jesiii 
Christ P << Upon this Rock (himself) 1 will build my 
Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
if And what saith my soul, while meditating on 
this glorious portion of Scripture ? It is too vast for 
the mind to embrace it, too comprehensive for lan- 
guage to express it in half its glory. Faith wonld, in 
silent reverence, lock up the mind in oontemplatiottf 
and have bat one word to xoe^ on ^<b «o\^ ^^ '^om" 
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is all that the eye of faith aeeth. Here is all fulness 
—here is the tried stone, the predoas stone, the f oun- 
dation-stone, the oomer-stonei the top stone, the 
middle stone, to unite sinners to Gk>d ; the sore foun- 
dation, which cannot he moved, which Satan cannot 
root up, which sin cannot destroy, which rehellion 
cannot frustrate. ''Jesus," I would meditate upon 
thee, apeak of thee, rest on thee, glory in thee, follow 
thee, obey thee, love thee, worship thee, as the 
Saviour of sinners — ^the image of the Father — ^the 
fulness of the Godhead — the advocate of man — the 
sure foundation of all peace, joy, comfort, in this life, 
and the procurer of everlasting felicity, in thy holy 
presence, in that which is to come, for all who are 
built upon that Rock, against which the gates of hell 
ahall not prevaiL 



Habch 29. — As ye have therefore received Chrigt Je»u8, 
80 walk ye in him ; rooted and built vp in him, and 
stablished in the faith as ye have been taught, abound^ 
ing therein with thankagioing, — Col. ii 6, 7. 
After meditating upon the eternal stability of the 
*' Rock of ages," what can be more appropriate tiian 
an admonitory portion P And does not my soul con- 
fess the continual need we have, of line upon line, 
precept upon precept, of being ''put in remembrance 
of these things, to be ' stirred up P' ** What does the 
apostle say to the Church ? " As ye have received 
Christ Jesus, so walk ye in him ; " not piU him on by 
profession, or baptism, not "having the form, but 
denying the power " — not "drawing nigh with the lips 
when the heart is far from him ** — not crying, " Lord, 
Lord,'' while in works they deny him ; but, " as ye have 
received him " — ^received him by the Spirit's power, 



122 MARCH. 

being new oreatnres in Christ Jesns ;. having *'pntofll 
the old man/' being ''bom of incormptible seed;*' 
having '' passed from death unto life " — '' so walk ye «n 
him" '' rooted and bnilt up in him ; " that snre founda- 
tion ; '' stablished in the faith, abounding therein witii 
thanksgiving." Oh, my sonl, well may admiration 
fill thy new creation I With deep humility I wouH 
meditate on the hindrances of the flesh, in '' nmning 
the race set before thee/' according to the admonitioni 
contained in the word of God. " Rooted in him ! ' 
" Flesh of his flesh, bone of his bone ; " growing u\ 
in him a holy temple to the Lord ; bnilt up in him- 
settled, grounded in the faith — not to be movec 
away from the hope of the gospel — abounding 
yes, abounding therein with thanksgiving. " Rejoia 
alway, and again I say rejoice ! " " Be carefnl foi 
nothing, but in everything, by prayer, with thanks 
giving, make known your requests unto God' 
Oh, that my soul might learn a lesson this day 
How halting thy walk ; how unstable thy faith ! ho? 
unbelieving thy heart ! how slow, how imperfect ii 
thanksgiving ! 

Blessed Spirit I visit thy Church generally— viai 
her members individually — visit the ministers of th« 
word of life particularly, that her priests may \y 
strong to labour, stirring up the minds of ha 
children, that they may bring forth fruit a hundred 
fold, to the praise of him who hath redeemed theuk 
walking in Jesus as they have received him ; abound 
ing therein with thanksgiving, as they have reoeiva 
of him ; supplicating the aid of that Spirit whio 
alone can enable them to walk in lowliness of mio 
in that holy vocation whereunto we are callo< 
Amen and Amen. 
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Mabch 80. — The Lord is graciovs and fuU of com" 
pmion : dow to anger, and of great mercy, — ^Psalm 
criv.8. 

Bow is my sonl impressed with the text offered 
for thy meditation this day ! Lord; with a deep 
80086 of the exceeding sinf idness of a vile polluted 
body ! A wretched sinner^ deserving nothing at thy 
lurnds bnt eternal banishment from thy presence, and 
feeling the reality of deserved wrath and condemna- 
tion, may truly read these precious words, with 
wonder, with humility, with praise. To whom, O 
my soul, is *' the Lord gracious, and fvU of compas- 
sion, dow to anger, and of great mercy ? " " The 
Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are over 
all his works. ** " Thy works shall praise thee, Q 
Lord, but thy saints shall bless thee, speak of thy 
kingdom, thy glory, thy power.'* 

It 18 the sinner to whom sin has been revealed by 
the Holy Spirit — ^the sinner to whom pardon haa 
been applied by the blood of Jesus — the sinner in 
whom the Spirit of adoption has been wrought — the 
sinner in whose heart the love of the Father has^ 
been shed abroad — ^the sinner who can say, my 
Father, my Saviour, " My Lord and my God ^ — that 
^ feel, in any degree, the force, the blessedness of 
these words. A miserable sinner to feel that the 
Lord is gracious ; that he is full, yea, fvM of com- 
panion to the chief of sinners; that he is slow ta 
^er to the continual, the daily, nay, the hourly 
transgressor, and of great mercy to a rebellious 
^d I Oh, my soul, is there not cause for wonder 
it the infinite goodness of an infinitely holy God ; a 
*^ for humility to a sensible sinner^luat and 
^69^whoBe every breath is polluted, ^\iOBe e^er^ 
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deed is tainted with sin ; a cause for praise- 
for a cdnner redeemed — a Binner juBtified — a 
reoonoiled — a sinner far off drawn nigh tintc 
and, my soul, a rebeUions sinner brought to 
a Father, a Saviour, a Comforter, and Gi 
sinner brought to acknowledge its own infinit< 
nesB, a Savionr^s infinite strength — a sinner h 
to see, to feel, to know, that were not th* 
gracious, full of compassion, slow to anger, 
great mercy, the soul is lost, for ever lost, an 
the body, raised at the last day, must be ca 
hell by him who hath the power over all th 
heaven and in earth F " Praise the Lord, O n 
and all that is within me bless his holy 
HaUelujah, praise ye the Lord ! 

Jesns, my Lord, my Saviour, and my King ! 

Let earth, let heaven, let men, let angels sing 

Thy pridse — all else be mute — nor voices raise 

Another sound, but praise, eternal praise 

To Jesus ! Holy, holy Lamb of God ! 

Who washed and cleansed such sinners with his blo( 



March 31. — And to her was granted that sfu 
he arrayed in Jme linen, clean arid white ; 
fine Unen is tJie righteousness of saints. — Rev 

Thy meditation to-day gives, my soul, the 
results of the portion upon which we meditated 
day. Yes, it was the everlasting love of the 
by which he was pleased to select, from sinful 
serving man, a remnant upon whom to show hi 
and to bestow his grace. And who are they, t 
are they saved from the penalty of sin, and 1 
stored to the favour of God P Lo, I look on tl 
hand and on the left — I look above, below- 
ndtbin, without — ^I read, tlie wot^ ol Qto^— \ 
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the work of oreotion — ^I mark his providence, and one 
objeoftappeaisas theoentre point of all my refleotions — 
Jems, tiie beginning, the end of all ! But, O my sonl, 
gnat and glorious as he is, by whom, and for whom 
an tkings subaurt, yet the text brings thee to meditate 
upon his graoioos acts. Who are they who have 
iMhed their robes in the blood of the Lamb P Are 
ibey not the Lamb's wife, the chosen of the Father^ 
ibe living members of Christ's mystical body P Jesus 
who hath saved, and given himself for them, that he 
might present them to himself, pure and spotless, a 
duute virgin, a bride made meet for his kingdom. 
She is not only saved by Jesus, and washed by his 
precious sin-atoning blood, but she is arrayed in fine 
linen ; and what is the fine linen P It is the righteous- 
ness of saints ; and what is the righteousness of saints P 
Ah, my soul, it is a better righteousness than thy sinful 
natoie could procure for itself ; it is that which is per- 
fect, which can never fail, which is accepted by, and 
^th which the Father is well pleased — it is the 
righteousness of Jesus. He has clothed his bride, the 
Church, with the robe of righteousness wrought by his 
own merits ; he has made her comely in his comeli- 
Atts ; she is brought to submit to his righteousness, 
*Qd no longer goes about to establish her own. How 
^ pnie, how holy, how glorious, how perfect, how 
listing, is the seamless robe of Jesus, for, my 
wol, it is the righteousness of God ! Perfect holiness, 
tmerring obedience, belongs not to fallen man — ^no, 
^ even when renewed by the Holy Spirit. God's 
''^ justice demands unerring obedience, and his 
P^e eye perfect purity. Jesus, God and man, can 
"^ reconcile God to man, and bring man nigh to 
^ ; Jesus iAone, by the power of the eternal ^^m>:»^ 



I 
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xeoonciles man to God ; and, oh, raptuicns thon^t ! 
when JesuB has put all enemiesunder his feet, arrayed 
in fine linen (the pure, the holy garments of ihdr 
Lord), the saints shall come forth a numerous ani^, 
a great multitude, " as the voice of many waten and 
mighty thunderings, saying, ' Alleluia, for the Loxd 
God omnipotent reignetii I ' " Oh, let us be glad and 
rejoice, and give honour to him who alone is wortl^ 
— ^worthy of all honour, and eternal praise. And 
again they said. Alleluia ! blessed are they which are 
called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb I Ameo, 
alleluia I 



APRIL. 

Apbil 1. — Concerning his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

which was made of the seed of David, according to 

the flesh, and declared to he the Son of God with 

power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the 

resurrection from the dead. — Rom. i. 3, 4. 

This portion of God's most holy word appears tc 

my Boul in sweet combination with the two preceding 

meditations — ^the mercy of God to, and the work od 

Jesus for, his Church. Li these words of the aposild 

the human and divine nature of the ever-blMie^ 

Jesus rests upon the mind, and shows me what conic 

only have been done by God ; and what could noi 

have been done but by man. But it is not the vwr^ 

of redemption into which my soul is led, but to ih< 

" Word which was made flesh and dwelt amongst us.' 

He " who was made of the seed of David, aooordinl 

to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God, witil 

power, according to the spirit of holiness, by ^* 

reBurrection of the dead." What a subject for tb: 
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meditation I comprehensive enough to fill pages, bnt 
brief must be thy words, for '* noon-day " lasteth not 
long; and a few words, resting m the heart, may be 
more for thy soul's profit, if applied by the Spirit, 
iiian volmnes unassisted by this Almighty Teaoher. 

See Jesus bom as man — living as man — walking as 

mio— dying as man ; see him iacting as God — arising 

u God— -forgiving sins — ^healing the siok — raising the 

deid— and, at last, by his own power, raising himself, 

18 he declared, " No man taketh it (my life) from me : 

I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take 

it up again." Made of the seed of David — declared 

to be the Son of God — ^man, to feel our infirmities 

-God, to forgive our sins; blessed union! Gk>d 

revealing himself in Jesus Christ, that Christ might be 

in the believer, the hope of glory — taking the nature 

of man to be a substitute for man — ^retaining the 

holiness of God, to perform a perfect obedience, and 

to offer a sinless and pure sacrifice — Son of God, ao- 

oording to the spirit of holiness, bi/ the resurrection 

from the dead ; Jesus dying — ^rising — ever living, to 

make continual intercession for all who come to God 

by him ; Jesus in his two-fold nature remaineth ** the 

nme yesterday^ to-day, and for ever." The Man in 

whom the fulness of the Godhead dwelt could not 

>ee corruption, and must live for ever. 

God, in his essential deity, his divine essence, can 
^er be beheld — " no man can approach unto.** In 
JttOB Qod and man meet — by him a rebellious sinner 
js reconciled to God — in him a polluted creature 
tt made holy — through him a way of access is 
<>pened to a throne of mercy, and a sinner finds favour 
^th Qod. In Jesus a sinner can approach God and 
^ve. Amazing grace ! No longer a conBUimii|^ ^i^, 
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but a reoondled Father ; no longer the spirit of I 
dage, but the spirit of adoption. Gh>d beholds 
reconciled sinner in Jesus — ^the sinner, in Jesus, 
holds his God. What a mystery, O my soul! and 
a most blessed reality to the new-bom creatiire, w! 
is felt, tasted, and handled by the Spirit* s powei 
the sonl, and sweetly realized in the experic 
though not comprehensible to man's finite ni 
standing. Bat, my sonl, whatsoever the Holy S 
hath revealed is enough for thee to know ; and if 
hast been quickened into newness of life, and 
had the iime God, and Jesus Christ, whom he ! 
sent, revealed unto thee — ^if thou hast been made 
taker of the divine nature, as Jesus has been ma 
partaker of thy nature, to bear thy sins — ^if 
canst call God thy Father, through Jesus Christ; 
" Son of God," oh, rejoice, rejoice ! with deep hum 
tion and self-abasement, let Jesus be highly eza 
for as thou doat receive the benefits of his birth 
death, his resurrection, so shalt thou be raised ii 
ruptible, and reign with Jesus for ever and e 
'' Let, then, the love of Christ constrain thee ** in 
thy ways, and, with submission to the will of 
Lord in all things, give continual praise to the ete 
Trinity in unity. Amen. 



Afbil 2. — Thefre is no loisdom, nor understanding ^ 
counsel against the Lord, The horse is prqn 
against the dag of battle ; but safety is of the L 
— Pbov. xxi. 30, 31. 

To Solomon was given great wisdom, and we 
assured he was divinely taught ; it was the ^' wise 
that cometh from above," which made him record 1 
there is '^ no wisdom not cownael against the Lo: 
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And what, my soul, has the Lord taught thee P He 
ks tsaght that there is no contending against the 
Almighty, whose will is absolute, and his ways past 
finding out ; there is no wisdom of man that can f ros- 
tnie God's designs ; his understanding cannot search 
iito the vast and hidden mysteries of. creation and 
vovidence ; nor can the counsel of all the mighty 
oen of earth stay, for one moment, the hand which 
} directing all things after the counsel of his own will, 
iigain, the wise man saith, " The horse is prepared for 
be day of battle ; but safety is of the Lord." Again, 
^e view other inspired writers, confirming the words 
f Sdomon, " A horse is a vain thing for safety, and 
y strength shall no man prevail." " Not by might 
or by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord." 
tafety is of the Lord ! Yes, my soul, thou mayest look 
ito the kingdoms of providence and grace, and thou 
rilt see that man cannot set aside the unerring will of 
ehovah in either. 

God's providences are fixed and immutable ; and so 
w his gracious acts : " He will have mercy upon 
rhom he will, and whom he will he hardeneth," so 
bat safety is of the Lord, both in providence and 
pnuie. The horse may be prepared for the battle, the 
mmes may be arrayed for war, but Israel's God can 
^ercome Israel's foes, and cause Israel to remain in 
afety ; so also in the kingdom of grace, safety is of 
^ Lord ; and my soul truly believes that in the Lord 
■^ is safety. What a precious little word is this 
'safety ! " Oh, to feel the reality of safety from sin, 
Wttri the world, from the flesh, from the devil ! safety 
w>ia all evil, from terror, from carefulness, from ene- 
^ — dwelling safely under the shadow of his wings, 
^e name of the Lord ia a strong tower *, ^^e 
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righteous runneth into it and is safe ; " and is be not 
a strength to the poor, a refnge from the storm, a 
shadow from the heat, when the blast of the terrible J 
ones is as a storm against the wall ? " Is there not : 
safety here^ my soul P Oh, mark it well, that safety 
is of the Lord, whose providence is over all his worfai} 
for many dwell in safety, live in safety, die in safely, 
crying, peace, peace to themselves, when there is no 
eternal peace for them ; eternal safety is alone treasured 
up in Jesus for those who are righteous in the sight cf 
the Father, by the righteousness of the Son— not 
the righteous in their own eyes. In Jesna they are 
safe from the just wrath of the Almighty — Jesus, the 
Rock, the hiding-place, the refuge of his people; 
here they are in safety amid all the storms and qmek- 
sands of this mortal life. Trust ye not, then, my sod, 
in arms of flesh and creature-helps ; remember, oh, 
continually remember, that safety is of the Lord! 



Aphil 3. — The Lord also will be a rtjuge /or tht op- 
pressed, a refuge in times of trouble. — Psalm ix 9. 
What an appropriate portion of Scripture to succeed 
our last meditation ! It comes to my soul as sweetly 
confirming the leadings of the mind in so resting, and 
ending with the safety of the Lord. 

What blessed promises are contained in these few 
words ! Enough, truly, to animate and cheer tiie 
drooping spirit. And observe the positive farm of 
the promise — " The Lord toUl be a refuge ; " then whyi 
my soul, art thou ever cast down ? Alas, it is i^ 
unbelief of an evil heart ; there is all fulness in tiie 
Lord and his word — there is daily food, and contimtfl 
food for the Spirit-taught soul ; but it must huogtf 
after righteoasneea, to i^odi vcA isAat upon tite 
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venly provision. Lord, thou art a refuge at all 
es — under all ciroumstanoes I thou never f ailest, 

deceivest ; the treacherous hearts of thy people 
ider from thee continually, but when oppressed, 
I in trouble, where do they run P They feel there 
lo help but in thee. And what does tiie psalmist 
in the succeeding portion^-oh, precious assurance I 
ased experience ! — " And they that know thy name 
s, know, not merely by hearsay, but heart know- 
ge) tvill put their trust in iiee." Oh, yes, yes, 
I put their trust in thee ! And why P " For thou, 
rd, hast not forsaken them that seek thee." Lord, 
e is truth ! No, no, thou hast not, in times past, 
ler trials and troubles, forsaken them that have 
ght thee ; nor wilt thou, at any future time ; there- 
3 they that know thy name, know something of thy 
Jifulness, thy love, thy truth — they tvill put their 
st in thee. Thou hast loved thine own with an 
rlasting love, and thou wilt draw them, that they 
y run after thee — " Thou wilt keep them in perfect 
x>e who are stayed upon thee." Thou wilt bring 
m into thy kingdom of grace, and afterwards re- 
re them to glory, for "thy sheep shall never 
ish;" those that seek thee shall find thee, and 
3re thou art they shall be also, to dwell with thee 

ever in everlasting peace. Praise, praise, to the 
nb that was slain I praise to all eternity ! 



BLL 4. — In the multitude of my thoughts toithin me 
hy comforts delight my sovi, — ^Psalm xciv. 19. 
n a casket of precious gems there may be some 
m which the eye of the beholder may rest with 
uliar pleasure; and amid the variety oi sweek\i& 
re maj he some preciona drops more exqamtftVj 

k2 
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gratifying to the palate ; and is it not so with the 
Soriptnres P a portion— a verse — a word, even sealed 
upon the soul with especial brightness and refreshing; 
shining into the heart with a lustre, as the vivid sun- 
beam reflected and softened on the calm blue bosom 
of the ocean. From this psalm my soul would fain 
cull that which is most sweetly applied; yet tba 
distinction of the ungodly and the righteou 
must not pass unnoticed; and ponder well, and 
consider who hath made thee to differ. " The Loid 
knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanity." 
Be humbled, O my soul, whilst thou mayesi 
rejoice at the ''blessedness of that man whom 
the Lord chasteneth and teacheth out of thy 
law." Blessed promises are these for thy people, 
Lord ; thou wilt not cast them off nor forsake thiite 
inheritance. The sweetest drops I would rest upon, 
for they are sweet to my taste ; I would in reaUhf 
meditate — to enjoy — ^pause over them, and seek tha* 
aid which alone can bring profit to the soul. ''In the 
multitude of my thoughts within me, thy comfortB 
delight my soul," is the first refreshing drop. Oh, 
precious cordial to the soul, loathing the oormptioDS 
of the old man — ^the Adam-nature ! Oh, the com- 
forts that are treasured up in the second Adam ! with- 
out these the multitude within would make the aod 
despair. Then comes a second drop distilling cm the 
soul, like " the morning dew," rich, and full of sweet- 
ness, and such a comprehensive comfort as the soul 
can feast and feed upon, but which words cannot ex- 
press — " But the Lord is my defence, and my God is 
the rock of my refuge." Oh, precious faith, to reaKie 
this — ^to feel, at all times and seasons, that the Loid 
is my defence \ What — ^wViv— «Kn\3fel««ftd? Not all 



APRIL. 188 

the powers of darkness, nor earth, nor hell I My Qod, 
too, the rock at my refuge I Blessed, preoions Jesos I 
my Lord, my God I all, all in thee, the rook of my 
refuge, which cannot be moved. In thee are the 
comforts which delight my soul — ^refresh the inner 
man — strengthen the heart—quicken the understand- 
ing — enlighten the eyes, and cause the whole man to 
rejoice. Sweet and blessed, indeed, is the Spirif s ap> 
location to the soul ! Without this the word is dry, the 
promises unapplied, and neither joy nor peace ; the 
understanding may assent, but no experimental feeling 
— ^no lively touch to the heart, unless applied by this 
divine power ; but, blessed be the name of the Lord, 
his redeemed are secure in him, whether they realize 
the precious things or not ; '' the Lord is their de- 
fence," though they see him not — " the rock of their 
refuge,'' though they feel not his power. Blessed be 
the name of the Lord I 



Apbh* 6. — How forcible are right words ! hut what 
doth your arguing reprove f — Job vi. 25. 

'' How forcible are right words ! " is indeed a truth 

which Job, a man of wisdom, uttered ; but Job proves, 

in act, that right words do not infallibly produce the 

effect intended by fallible man. Job wrapped up in 

his self-righteousness, and determined, in his own 

strength, ** not to let go his integrity," became, under 

the influence of flesh, impatient at the reproofs of 

his intended comforters ; he could not believe that 

they uttered "right words,' and exclaimed, ''but 

what doth your arguing reprove P " But Job's 

friends argued well, reproved faithfully, uttered 

many right words ; and yet Job made no self -appli- 

otttioni nor were they forcible to him, therefore he 



184 APBIL. 

thinks they are not right words. How 
is my soul led to reflect upon, and tc 
sovereignty of the Almighty ! Job, the s( 
is brought to acknowledge his weakne 
*' abhor himself in dust and ashes ^ ; whei 
eye of faith, he seeth the Lord, which he 
somewhat different from having heard of 
hearing of the ear — then is Job hur 
receives double at the Lord's hands — the 
reproved for not having spoke right th 
Lord (ch. xHi. 7, 8). 

What is the improvement my soul woul 
these words ? Blessed Spirit, I am persu; 
thou apply, there is no force — unless tl 
there is no power. It is the sovereignty < 
Spirit my soul would meditate upon — hi 
work, which no human power can fr 
effect : without his aid man's agency is o 
the creature may be made instrumental, 1 
"right words," nor fair speeches, nor 
word — the truth itself — can take effect 
flinty heart, to receive that truth to th( 
the soul, without the power of the Sp 
Lord : in this, does the force of right wc 
in God's gracious acts ; the eyes are blii 
true light, the ears are dull in hearing th< 
heart remains " unimpressed and cold/' 
Spirit quickens into newness of life ; by 
application, "right words" do indec 
forcible — so forcible that man cannot « 
convinced of sin, he abhors himself in dua 
— his eyes opened, he sees the true lig 
the face of Christ Jesus, and can say, '' 
eye seeth thee ; " the Spirit takes of th 
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Jems, and shows them to the believing sonl. Pre- 
obU; precious is the eye of faith! the spiritual 
mdeiBtanding — the circumcised ear^ which receive 
JesoB to the saving of the soul ! Blessed, blessed 
Spirit, by whose power ''right words" become 
forcible— the truth received in the love of it — God, 
tiiroii|(h Jesus Christ is worshipped, adored, and 
lerved, in spirit and in truth; and the soul 
experiencing the force of right words, by the appli- 
Gati(Hi of the Spirit, can exclaim, with holy joy, all 
praise and glory be to theb, "Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty." Eternal Three, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost ! Amen. 



ApBiL 6. — My beloved is mine, and I am his; he 
feedeth among the Ulies. — Song ii. 16. 

What but the Spirit of God, the sovereign power, 
upon which my soul has been so recently meditating, 
ooold bring such sweetness, comfort, joy, peace, to 
one stricken by sin, condemned by God's holy word, 
feeling the desperate wickedness of the heart, and 
writhing under the sense of actual transgression P 
And can a denier of God's word, a rejecter of the 
holy Jesus, now say, '' My beloved is mine, and I am 
his ? " and not only say, but believe — not only be- 
Ueve, but feel ? Lord Jesus, that a guilty sinner has 
been brought to repentance — has been led to Calvary, 
to the foot of the cross — has had thy precious blood 
applied to the guilty conscience, and received pardon 
— has been raised to thy bosom, by thy justifying 
righteousness ; is it not by the power of thy Holy 
Spirit ? Can anything but the spirit of holiness — a 
new creation — a new man — being bom from above — 
cause a convicted sinner to cry, "My beVov^ \^ 
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mine, and I am his P " The rejected Jesus to be 

my beloved ; and not only so, but, in faiiJi,to b 

that I am his f Oh, blessed application! 

does my heart ever cease to feel — my tongue 

cease to praise ? why do the wonders of redee 

love ever quit my thoughts ? why is not ike Gh 

grace continually glorified? Lord, thou has 

" The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak ; 

thou knowest thy disciples often sleep when 

should be praying and watching — thou knowes 

infirmities of the flesh and art not an exacting 

master, but a loving Lord, and compassionate 

Priest. Thou hast loved thy people " with an 

lasting love," drawest them with loving-kini 

and lookest for obedience, not sacrifice : they 

thee because thou first loved them ; and they giv( 

a willing service of love, emanating from the spi 

adoption given, and not a slavish offering of 

sacrifice and stated feasts ; and " thou f eedest ai 

the lilies" — lillies of thine own planting — ^pure i 

purity — ^nourished and cherished by thyself, thai 

may grow up a holy temple, for thy dwelling-p] 

And can my soul say in truth, *' My belo^ 

mine, and I am his P " HumbUng, transpo 

thought ! Blessed faith, to be enabled to '' lay 

of the hope set before us ! " Lord help me to t 

and to pray, lest I enter into temptation ! Ai( 

continually by thy Spirit during this timenatate 

when thou hast re-dothed me with my resu 

tion body, to live through an eternity, unsini 

and undying, 

Triumphant and eternal shouts, 
From all thy ransom'd race, 
Shall hail thee King of kings, and Lord of lords ! 
Abomiding love shaW ^ t\\evi \i)iaemft, 
^nd grace — ^frec Rc\cYC\giv ^a<i^\ 
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AnuL 7. — ^jFbr I reckon that the mfferings of this 
present time are not worthy to he compared loith the 
flwy that shaU be revealed m u$. — RoH. viiL 18. 
How blenedly do portions of Soriptare, at timei, 
omie in upon the soul, as it were, in oonseontive 
linb, leading the mind into a sweet combination, to 
that a chain of gospel tmths start into view unex- 
pectedly and nnintentionally ; thns am I led to con- 
iider this day's meditation, combining with the two 
former, having been carried on, step by step, onoon- 
fWNisly, from the Spirit's power, to the work of 
gnoe; from this, to the love of Jesus, and the hope 
of glory ; and now, my soul, thon art led, by the 
words at the apostle, from the hope to the contempla- 
tion ci the '* glory that shall be revealed in ns,'* with 
whidi the apostle " reckoned the sufferings of the 
Ifesent time were not worthy to be compared." The 
«pottle ^oonnted all things but dung, that he might 
fin Christ;" and here he reckons the sufferings 
notiiing in comparison to the glory awaiting us. 
Tbe Church at all times is in a suffering state on 
ilui earth ; but it is with the Church generally as it 
ii with the members individually— not the same 
suffering in degree : the Church in the apostle's time 
fii under much persecution, and Paul was in greater 
pctil than all his brethren — yet he reckons it not to 
^oompared to the anticipated glory — the glory that 
^be revealed in us ; and of this we can form no 
jQst idea — *' Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, what 
JeiQs has prepared for them that love him — neither 
l'^ it entered into the heart of man to conceive ; " but 
'^ is a glory prepared for the redeemed, of which 
^ey ahall partoke for ever and ever — a glory which 
^'uuiot exist with sin and death — ^wMcih camiQlt \^ 



188 APBIL. 

independent of God — which cannot be en jo; 
from Christ — which can only be compreh 
a spiritual capacity ; a glory purchased 1 
obtained through death, secured by righi 
and in due time to be revealed in 
through faith, do believe in Him who 1 
cured and prepared this unspeakable glory 
succeeding grace, and enduring through ete 
in the presence of Jesus, who is all in all ! 
shout grace and glory ! A sinner saved by 
sinner led to glory ! To Jesus be the praise 



April 8. — Wherefore gii'd up the loins ofyc 
he sober and hope to the end for the grace i 
he brought to you at the revelation of Jesh 
—1 Pet. i. 13. 

Having been meditating on the glories of 
tion — ^the work of the Spirit — the fulness 
— the sovereignty of grace — the blessedness 
— my soul is brought to a sweet admoni' 
tion, conveyed through one who was priv 
see our Lord face to face; one who m 
once manifested the weakness of the fl* 
from whose eyes flowed tears of bitternei 
look of his denied Lord; one who becan 
the influence of the Holy Ghost, strong 
valiant for the faith delivered to him, and "w 
cheerfully suffered death for the cause of hi 
Lord, proving that his words, " Lord, thou 
that I love thee," were not vain words. Oh 
soul meditate for profit on the words record* 
benefit of the Church till the end of time, tc 
behoves the individual members of Christ's 
body to attend. "JCalled with a holy callin 
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fc JesQB/' should not thy life, oonduot, and 
ktion manifest whose thou art, and whom thou 
Holy Spirit, help thy people, whom thou 
okened into newness of life, help them in this 
of declension, to gird up the loins of their 
• buckle on the whole armour of faith, and, 
& in hand, stand ready for the summons, 
from the cold hand of death, or the trump that 
iclaim the approach of the Lord — *' Be sober, 
3h unto prayer, and hope to the end;" and are- 
ailed upon to be ''as obedient children, not 
Qg yourselves according to the former lusts in 
orance ?" Oh, my soul, is it not thy desire 
Kiient to such a loving and forbearing Father ; 
thy daily petition to be delivered from all the 
ties of the old man, " the lust of the flesh, 
of the eyes, and the pride of life ; " to walk 
creature — to prove that old things are passed 
ot to be conformed to this world, but to be 
ned by the renewing of the mind — ^to be holy 
rsation, setting the Lord continually before 
o is all holiness — to be wholly sacred to God 
)1 thyself a vessel of mercy, fitted for the 
use — to be found mortifying the deeds of the 
d living in the Spirit ? Thou, Holy Spirit, 
rk all in thy people of grace — thou must carry 
rork thou hast begun ; and, precious promise f 
t subdue our iniquities, as they are blotted out 
) Father's view, for Jesus shall have a people 
him. Oh, for an abundant outpouring of the 
•irit upon the sheep of thy pasture, that they 
ow their Shepherd in holy meekness, lowli- 
leart, and abounding love I 
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Apbil 9. — Je«w said unto her, I am the reswrredim 
and the life ; he that beUeveth in me, though he wen 
dead, yet shaU he Uve; and whosoever liveth ad 
believeth in me shall never die, JBeUevest thou tMtt 
— John xL 25, 26. 

There is one thing happeneth to all — the king) the 
l)eggar — the rich, the poor — ^the young, the old— tlie 
fidnner and the saint — all, all must pay the p^ialiy ol 
sin ; death, the chilly hand of death, will inevitably 
oome upon all flesh — earth shall reoeive the viotiboui of 
disobedience— dust shall return to dust — flesh mmt 
see corruption — ^the life of man is brief at the longeii^ 
but we know not how short it may be ; then why all 
this toiling, care, and anxiety for the things of eartiiy 
death comes at last — dreaded by some, wdoomed l^ 
others, to some indifferent — some view him peace- 
fully, others with horror ; many are warned, yett 
after year, yet heed it not — to many he comes in s 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye ; for this some 
are prepared, and ready to depart— others, alas I 
have lived as if they should never die, and ai9 
launched into eternity with all their unpardoned sma 
to answer for. 

My soul, here is a solemn meditation for tbe&— 
thou canst not lightly pass it over. How is this laife 
enemy viewed in thy thoughts I how standa tbj 
account P where is the vast debt of thy sins ? DesA 
is no stranger to thy mind — he often comes befoie 
thine inner eye. Art thou prepared to meet his 
cold grasp ? Hast thou not, for many a year, beea 
warned ? How art thou accoutred to reoeive him ; 
Dost thou view him with terror or delight — doea h» 
appear a grim visitant, or a kindly messenger o^ 
iiope and joy ? My BO\iL, ^rhat says the portion on 
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wbioh thon art meditating P BelieveBt ihon in 
Jesua P dost thou believe in his word — in his work 
of redemption— in his power to save to the uttermost 
all who oome to Gh>d by him — ^hast thon on the whole 
armour of faith — ^has the glorious garment of salva-^ 
tion, the righteousness of Jesus, been thrown over 
thee, " to hide thy transgressions " from the sight of 
a holy God — ^hast thou, when dead, been made alive P 
Then look again and again at what Jesus saith — 
" Whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never 
dUr No, thine immortal part shall live for ever. 
The sting of death is lost in the resurrection of Jesus^^ 
who giveth the victory to all who are made alive- 
then are they brought to believe in him who is the 
resurrection and the life. Oh, my soul, thou knowest 
not what a day may bring forth I Death may not 
permit thee to write another meditation ; but if faith 
hold on thou wilt meet him without dismay. 
Blessed be his name, he has gotten the victory — his 
word is yea and amen — ^his promise is sure, and he 
will safely keep all whom the Father hath given to him. 
Let the eye be ever directed to Jesus — he is faithful 
— ^he is true — ^he alone is worthy — he ever liveth, 
and will come again to receive his own — his sheep^ 
which can never perish. '' Oh, grave, where is thy 
victory P oh, death, where is thy sting P^ Jesus has 
overcome all enemies, and will lead thee safely 
through the dark valley. Fear not death, for Jesus 
is thy life ; nay wilt thou not welcome death, which will 
release thee from a sinful world, a sinful body, and 
bring thee into the presence of him whom thou 
lovest — ^bring thee to thy haven of rest P " Lord, 
inorease my faith, and help my unbelief " — ^kee^ tcl<& 
Irf &ty Spirit ever looking unto thee, then tt\ia2X \ 
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leave all things in thy hands; and whether deatii 
<x>mes to-day or to-morrow, it matters not ; verily it 
shall be well with the righteous — with all who, 
spiritually, believe in Jesus. ^* Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord ! " Amen and Amen. 



April 10. — Remembering loithout ceasing your work 
of faith f and labour of love, and patience of hope k 
our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and <mr 
Father ; knotving, brethren beloved, your eleciicn of 
God. — 1 Thbss. i. 3, 4. 

What a blessed state is here described for the 
Ohurch militant I what an encouragement to the 
pastor of a flock! how encouraging to the people! 
^^ Remembering/ said the apostle, '' without ceasing, 
your work of faith," &c. Oh, what an exemplifioi- 
tion of the glorious gospel ! Where shall we find, in 
this our day, such a body of Christians, such a teacher, 
such an overseer P Alas, alas I where are the apos- 
tolic times — the one not ceasing to remember the 
spiritual acts of the other ? My soul, what is 
this work of faith, this labour of love, this patience 
of hope P It is enough for thee to meditate apon 
morning noon and night; and perhaps then thon 
oouldest say but little of these acts touching the 
Thessalonians, and as little respecting the present 
times ; but, blessed be God, there is, and ever shall 
be to the end of time, a work of faith going on, s 
labour of love continued, a patience of hope not 
worn out, among the Lord's people ; the kingdom of 
grace cannot be entered without the work of faith to 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ — gracious acts can- 
not be performed to the glory of God but by the love 
of Christ oonstraining *, and \f> ^Ko^ ^ho %i^h and cry I 
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>r all the abominations done within the city, is not 
tie patianoe of hope exercised — the patient waiting 
OTy and earnest expectation of, the oomingof our Lord 
;he seoond time, to take his great power, and to reign 
on the earth P Oh, mj soul, may this patience of hope 
be oontiniially in exeroise I May the Holy Spirit shine 
into the hearts of the true Israel — Whelping their faith, 
oonstraining their love, keeping their patience. 
''£hotc^7i^ your election of God,'' saith the apostle. 
How fully was the work of grace manifested to the 
<1iBceming Paul in his '* brethren beloved," To be 
known of Gk>d is assuredly the chief concern ; but how 
comforting — ^how cheering — ^how sweet — how blessed, 
to know each other ! the pastor to know the true sheep 
— ^for these to know their election of Qod — ^the 
brethren not to stand in doubt of each other. Lord, 
send pastors after thine own heart I Give thy Spirit 
to discern the precious from the vile — ^to take *^ the 
chaff from the wheat,'' that the work of faith, labonr 
of love, and patience of hope, may be truly made 
manifest among thy election of grace ; and help my 
soul, O Lord, on in this waste wilderness ! For what 
arm of flesh can give the graces of the Spirit I what 
power but thine can restore thy Church from her de- 
clension P Help us to pray for thy appearing, and to 
watch with patience, in faith and love, for the accom- 
plishment of thy will. Oh, give honour, and glory, 
and praise, to God and our Saviour Jesus Christ I 



Apbil 11. — Twenty-second chapter of Ezekiel, 
26th, 27th, and 28th verses. 

" He that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit 
saith to the Churches ; '' and that the Spirit speaka 
through a feeble vessel, directs the mind, and ^^(^ 
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the hand tiiat writes, my soul is bound to hdie 

Oar last portion of Scripture showed the blessed si 

of apostolic times ; but my soul was forcibly led 

view the heart-rending contrast of the present< 

Ohristianity, among priests and people ; and w) 

does this day's text present to the mind P Has i 

the visible Chnrch retrograded to the position of Isi 

of old P My heart is pained to the quick, and w 

the monmfol prophet I would say, " Oh, that my ht 

were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, tlu 

might weep day and night for the slain of thedaugh 

of my people ! " Oh, my soul, what are the sano 

aries of the land — what are the priests, among i 

few names even in Sardis, that have not defiled th 

garments P Do not the many violate God's law, p: 

fane his holy things P Do they put a difference 

tween the holy and profane — ^the unclean and 1 

dean P Are not the princes in the midst thereof li 

wolves ravening the prey, to shed blood, to desia 

souls, to get dishonest gain P and, oh, her prophets 

what are her prophets; are they not daubing I 

people with untempered mortar, seeing vanity, divi 

ing lies unto them, saying, '* Thus saith the Lord Gc 

when the Lord hath not spoken P " But blessed 

God for the few names which are left — ^the fewfaithi 

witnesses remaining — ^the few true disciples of tiu 

Lord and Master, who boldly preach Christ carwa&t 

and proclaim the truth as it is in Jesus — ^who blowil 

gospel trumpet with a certain sound, sound the alan 

and warn, exhort, and rebuke ! False prophets nu 

cry, Peace, peace, but " the Spirit saith unto ti 

Churches, the last days, the perilous times a; 

come;'' but hold up your heads, ye faithful, for yc» 

redemption drawet\i mgVx •, «Q.d,0 my soul, here is 
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nereitheleeB ! — '' Nevertheless, the fonndstioii of God 
standeth sore, having this seal^the Lord knoweth them 
that are his ; " and '' in a great house there are vessels 
of gold and of silver, of wood and of earth — some to 
honour and some to dishonomr.'' Now, my sonl, for 
the exercise of the patience of hope ; thy Lord is at 
the helm, and will guide his heaven-bomid, Spirit- 
fraught vessel safely into port. The lies of the false 
prophets shall return upon their own heads. They 
may daub with their untempered mortar, but it will 
not stand, it shall be swept away with the besom of 
destruction, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and obey not the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from his presence, and the 
glory of his power, when he shall come to be glorified 
in his saints and to be admired in all them that 
believe in that day. " He that hath an ear let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the Churches." Amen 
— even so, come Lord Jesus ! 



Afbil 12. — I cried unto Mm with my motUh, cmd he 
was extolled with my tongue. — Psalm Ixvi. 17, and 
two following verses. 

Come, my soul, and dry thy weeping eyes— leave 
the public sanctuaries, and come into the closet of 
thine own heart, that sanctuary known only to God — 
yea, known only to God ; for thyself knoweth not the 
half that lieth there: but thou canst declare what 
Gtod hath done for thy soul, and ye that fear the Lord 
oome and hear. Thou didst cry under a sense of sin 
in the bitterness of repentance — ^then the pardomivg 
love of JeErtzflr was manifested unto thee ; and 'waa \\e 

I- 
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not extolled with thy tongue — oooldst thou 
his wondious acts of mercy and of love — oc 
not speak fi^ood of his name, morning, noon 
— when thou sawest iniquity in thy heart 
regard it P No, no, for then the Lord wou 
heard thee ; but verily he did hear thee, an 
the voice of thy prayer. He set my feet in a '. 
and gave me bread from heaven to eat — h* 
stony heart, that I might feel the sting 
sent forth his lights that I might behold h 
gotten Son, full of grace and truth ; and he 
depart from iniquity. He hath brought me 
many a day's journey ; and, my soul, dos 
still cry unto him, and is he not still extoU 
tongue — dost thou not detest iniquity in 1 
— and doth not thy God still hear the v( 
prayer ? Jesus, thou art more needful (ij 
perience may so express it) than ever ! Th 
all blessings flow — by thee acceptance is f< 
door of mercy — ^the love of God flows tl 
lieart, and, by the power of the Holy Spij 
the hearts of thy people, and the labour o 
sweet savour to the soul ; a delight to ser 
desire to obey and follow thee — to fight th^ 
of faith, and run the race, ever looking 
thou blessed author and finisher of all I 



April 18. — Blessed are ye when men shcu 
and when they shall separate you from the 
and shall reproach you, and cast out yox 
evil for the Son of Man^s sake, — Luke \ 
My soul is again led to the declension 
yes, the spiritual worshippers of Zion, wh 
th'm blessed mark of faithfulness to their li 
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Here are the words of the Lord himself , '* Blessed are 
ye when men shall hate yon, separate yon from their 
company — ^perseonte yon — cast ont yonr name as evil, 
for the Son of Maiis 8akey Lord, thy Chnroh is not 
in this hlessed state ; Zion is at ease, pntting far away 
the evil day, and cansing the seat of violence to come 
near, lying npon beds of ivory, stretching npon 
coodies, eating the lambs out of the flock and the 
calves oat of the stalls, chanting to the sound of the 
vid, inventing to themselves instruments of music, 
drinking wine in bowls, anointing with the chief oint- 
mentB, but are not grieved for the affliction of Zion. 
Zion, the beasts of prey are come unto thy sanctn- 
vies ! but thou seest not, thou hearest not, thou heed- 
est not. But ere long the blessed times of persecu- 
tion must come ; yes, blessed to the mourners in Zion 
— bleaeed to the Lord^s own people, for he saith, when 
these times come upon ye, '' Rejoice, and leap for joy, 
for behold your reward is great in heaven." Lord, 
% will be done! thy purposes shall be accomplished > 
and in thine own time thou wilt sift Zion, and thou 
^t keep thy people safe in the clefts of the Rock. 
^b, my Boul, pray for the prosperity of Zion ! Lord, 
give thy people the spirit of supplication, that we may 
be more faithful unto thee — take up thy cross and 
follow thee — ^forsake all for thee — bear all for thee — 
leave all with thee — rest all upon thee — give all to 
thee— rejoice only in thee ! and in possessing thee, 
we poBsess all that can make life truly happy, and 
death unutterably joyful. Grant that we may not 
'ear man, who can only destroy the body ; but fear 
*1^ only, who hath power over body and soul, with a 
godly fear, and love thee with a holy love, accounting 
It a blessed privilege to suffer for thy sake ! 

1. ^ 
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April 14. — OJer%b8(dem^wcuhtHneheartfromv3i€kec 
nesSf that thou may est he saved : how long shall th 
vain thoughts lodge within thee. — Jbb. iv. 14. 
O Jerus&lem, here is an appeal to the Holy City 
and again my soul is brought to the Ohurch, in thi 
our day, and would make an appeal to the invisibl 
members of the visible Ohuroh. ''O Jemsalein 
wash thine heart from wickedness, that thou mayes 
be saved ! ^ Oh, partake not of the iniquities of tb 
professing Chorchl Come out, separate and was] 
yourselves from the pollutions and carnality which ar 
crept into the holy places — and they are beoom 
'* cages of every unclean bird ; " wash thine heart, an 
be faithful to the Lord thy God, that thou mayest b 
saved from self -contrition in the day of calamity- 
saved from fears and terrors, when the devouring 
scourge comes into the visible temples ; '^ wash thin 
heart from wickedness, that thou mayest be saved 
from doubts of thy interest in the blood and righteous 
ness of Jesus — " How long shall thy vain thought 
lodge within theeP" Lord, imtil the walls an 
levelled wifch the dust ; while the earthly tabemade 
remains, vain thoughts come by crowds into the hear^ 
which should be wholly thy sanctuary ; thou, Loi4 
must come with thy scourge, and send the undean 
away, overturn the tables of the money-changers, foi* 
thy love is not to be bought — and the tables of tboM 
who sell doves, for there are no more sacrifices needed. 
Save thy people who trust in thee — save them from 
peril — save them from sin — save them from sdf ! My 
soul, look unto Jesus, for all thy salvation, in time and 
for eternity, is secured in him. The heavenly Jern»r 
lem is safe, and shall be glorified ; but on earth triab 
and tribulation await every living stone, every join*i 
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every vessel of the Holy City — ^be faithful unto death, 
and in due time thou shalt have thy crown of life, for 
Jesus' sake. 



ApEiL 16. — On the eighth day he sent the people avxxy : 
and they blessed the king^ and went unto their tents 
joyful and yhd of hearty for all the goodness that 
the Lord had done for David his servant, and for 
Israel his people. — 1 Kings viii. 66. 
If Israel of old oould so rejoice at the completion 
and dedication of an earthly temple, how should my 
Bonl rejoice at faith's view of the temple not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens ! They rejoiced 
from sight, thou rejoiceth through faith — they beheld 
a magnificent earthly temple, thou a glorious heavenly 
one^-they saw the ark deposited in the most holy 
place, with the two tables of the law ; they rejoiced to 
Bee the kingdom of David established in Solomon, 
luB son, and they offered multitudes of sacrifices, and 
feasted with their king, and went to their tents joyful 
a&d glad of heart — ^thou seest Jesus, entered once for 
all into the holiest of holies, having made an all- 
sufficient sacrifice for the sins of all his people : thou 
seest a kingdom established for eternity by a greater 
^ Solomon ; thou seest the tables of stone, the law- 
<^venant, broken in pieces, so that not a particle can 
appear against thee ; thou seest a better covenant, 
^Ught in by thy Law-fulfiller — the gospel covenant 
^^ peace and glad tidings ; thou seest a temple which 
^^aonot be thrown down by enemies, which will not 
^y by time — a King without infirmity — a Priest to 
live for ever, and to make continual intercession. My 
sonl, thou seest, by faith, Jesus — the f nlneaa ol ^^ 
^^«> tbe Head of hia Church; the King ol \i\a 
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people, the Shepherd of his flock, the Saviour of sin- 
ners, the leader to glory — and canst thou not go into 
thy tent joyful and glad of heart, for all the goodness 
the Lord hath done for thy soul, and for all his people 
Israel, his spiritual seed P 

Gome then, ye sinners, come to IsraePs King, 
A broken heart and contrite spirit bring. 
Come poor, hell feed — come naked, he'll array 
In glorions robes, and cast your rags away. 
Joyfal and glad of heart yon then shall be, 
And Jesos bless through an eternity. 



April 16. — And the Lord direct your hearts into the 
love of God, and into the patient waiting for Chri^- 
— 2 Thess. iii. 5. 

What a substance is embodied in these few words 
of the great apostle of the Gentiles, what a heavenly 
and fervent breathing for the Church he addressed. 
Oh, that the same Holy Spirit would breathe the same 
prayer into his called ministers, and called people! 
and, my soul, that thou couldst, with the fervency of 
the Spirit, breathe it too for thyself and thy brethren— 
that the *' Lord would direct our hearts into the love 
of God, and the patient waiting for Christ." What 
knowledge hast thou, my soul, of the love of God to 
thee, and of thy love to God ? The one is infinite, 
passing knowledge — ^the other too feeble to be named. 
But something of the love of God is known in the gift 
of his dear Son for guilty sinners — the depth we can 
never fathom, in time. Does not my soul feel som^ 
what of love, though it be feeble, for this predona 
gift P And does not this little love incline thine heart 
to hate sin, love holiness, God's word and ways. Oh, 
for more, abundantly moTe,oi ^3^^ Vw^ ^i God in inf 
be&rt, the patient waiting iox C^tye^»\ wA^^N.'"'^^ 
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Lord of peace himself may give us peace always, by all 
means." When Jesus giveth peace, it is a peace indeed 
—not as the world giveth ; when Jesus smiles, let all 
tile world deride. Love is the substance of the gospel, 
for '^God is love ; " patience, the exercise of faith, 
springing forth from the root of love ; and peace, a 
blessed fruit, bestowed by the Lord himself, which, 
&8 derived from him, must rest m him, and then not 
all the enemies of thy soul leagued together can take 
the precious heavenly gift away. Lord Jesus, look 
iipon thy Zion — give that peace which flows from love 
to thee — help us patiently to wait for thy glorious 
coming, that we may be found watching at thy gates, 
and waiting with fervent expectation, to " see thee as 
thou art," and to be with thee for ever. 



April 17. — Righteous art thou, O Lord, when I plead 
with thee : yet let me talk with thee of thy jiudg- 
merits. Wherefore doth the way of the toicked pros- 
per f wherefore are all they happy that deal very 
treacherously? — Jeb. xii. 1. 

There seemeth a sweet and holy familiarity in the 
prophet's address to the God of his fathers ; an ac- 
knowledgment of the righteousness of the Lord, and 
that he was accustomed to plead with him — ** Yet let 
me talk to thee of thy judgments," of thy ways, 
which often, to frail man, appear mysterious. What 
doth my soul gather from these words of the prophet P 
The gospel, under the New Testament dispensation, 
fully answers the prophet's queries. The believer in 
Jesus — ^the soldier of the cross — the follower of the 
Lamb, must, in this world, have tribulation. Thla 
18 not the aaint'a rest — but " the way oi \^ft mO»M^ 
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prosper, and they are happy who deal very treacher- 
ously." " The Lord hath planted them in this world 
— yea, they take root, they grow — ^yea, they bring 
forth fruit." Yes, here are those who are within 
the pale of the Christian Church, for the prophet 
saith, ** Thou art near in their mouth, and far from 
their reins." For what purpose do they flouiiflb, 
and what fruit do they bring forth P They help to 
build the ark, but the fruit they bring forth is unto 
themselves. 

My soul, examine thyself ; hast thou been planted 
by the power of the Holy Spirit — art thou rooted in 
the *^ Rock of Ages "^-art thou growing in grace— 
dost thou, by thy union to Christ, bring forth froit 
unto God — is the Lord near in thy mouth, and far 
from thy heart — art thou happy when thou dealest 
very treacherously with thy Lord? God, thou 
searchest the heart, and triest the reins ! nothing can 
be hid from thy all-seeing eye. I plead with thee, 
in the name of Jesus — " search me, and try me." 
Jesus lives to plead for all who come unto thee by 
him. The blood of Jesus pleads — his wounded side, 
his pierced hands and feet plead my cause ; he is a 
wonderful Counsellor — I have no other; he is 
clothed with righteousness — I have none, and can 
only stand before thee clothed in his ; he is mighty 
to save— -I have no other strength. I plead with 
thee, God, and let me talk with thee of thy dear 
Son; behold him, and accept me in him. I can 
only approach thee in his name and righteousneaB— 
my tongue cannot utter the half that is in my hear^ 
it is praise alone to Jesus, the brightness of the 
Father's gloiy, that fills the soul. 
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kPBiL 18. — What portion have we in David f neither 
have we inheritance in the ion of Je$8e : to your 
tents, O Igraei: Now see to thine own house, David, 
So Israel departed unto their tents. — 1 Kings xiL 16. 
There is a oentre point to whioh the soul appears 
<»ntiniia]ly to be irresistibly drawn. It is not 
Jiteral Israel, nor Israel's earthly king, neither, 
David, the son of Jesse, that mv sonl is beholding 
in this Soriptore. In types and figures the sub- 
ctanoe of the gospel is shadowed forth — Christ is 
loeached from the beginning to the end. The Church, 
in the wilderness of old was a seleoted people, 
tome of whom died in imbelief , and some died in 
UiJik, believing the promises — ^believing in him who 
was to oome. Israel divides, and the greater part — 
yea, ten out of twelve tribes — rebel against their 
lawful king ; and is it not still so with the visible 
Ohnroh P Oh, my soul, what awful words, whether 
s^en, or manifested in act; for do not those 
who follow any but the Lord Jesus Christ entirely 
---who set up idols to rest on, to bow down imto — 
who exalt man above Jesus, and deny the 
sovereignty of God — do they not virtually say, 
"What portion have we in David P neither have we 
inheritance in the son of Jesse : to your tents Israel : 
^ow see to thine own house, David. So Israel de- 
partedp " And let Israel depart, but do thou my soul, 
^ to thine own house, and look unto Judah, who re- 
Qudn faithful to the house David — look at their por- 
tion in him who is the root and the offspring of David, 
;et David's Lord — to their inheritance in the Son of 
^od. Let the arrogancy of Israel reject the portion 
*Qd deride the inheritance, but^Judaii will cleave \a 
^^Lord, who hath procured a portion in tAV ^^ 
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glory he himself is heir to — an inheritanoe 1 
tible, in which Israel has no portion, neithei 
part. " But ye believe not, because ye are ru 
sheepf €U I said unto you " (John x. 26). C 
hardness of man's rebel heui; ! We all, b^ 
cry out, " We will not have this man to reig 
— we will have our portion in this world— ou 
anoe this side Jordan, and remain in on 
Grace alone can change our flinty hearts. 
Almighty power of the Spirit bring us to h 
Jesus with the eye of faith — to cleave to 1 
full purpose of heart — see in him our portioB 
and for ever — our inheritanoe, which f adeth i 
Nor would we abide in our tents — we are t 
on to our heavenly rest, our desired haven- 
separated from the beloved, for a season — on 
gone to prepare a place, and will come agaii 
us to himself. Oh, Judah, thou art everlasti 
in thy King! but do not learn the ways of tr< 
Israel — let them go to their tents, but do t 
unto Jesus, thy portion ; and, my soul, see 
own house. Jesus is the keeper — the Spiril 
thy guide, or thou wilt stumble on some dai 
tain. Lord Jesus, to thee alone can I look- 
alone depend — "Thou hast the words of ete 
— thou art the bread of life ; "Judah sh 
safely," is thy promise — and thy promise c 
fail Glory to thee for ever I 



April 19. — But we are bound to give thanks 

Oodfor you, brethren beloved of the Lord 

Ood hath, from the beginning, chosen you 

tion, through icmciification of the Spirit, i 

of the truth. — 2 Tkr^s. '\\A^, wA \^q^ 
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What a gospel falness in these words! what a oom- 
prehensiveness of doctrine, and what brotherly exhor- 
tation follow ! The apostle feels bound to give thanks 
to (Jod alway for his brethren beloved of the Lord — 
for why ? Because God had chosen them from the 
beginning. My soul, thou seest here the eternal love 
and choice of God the Father — the being chosen to 
nlvation through sanctification of the Spirit, and be- 
lief of the truth — called by the gospel to the obtaining 
it the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. The apostle 
loes not stand in doubt, but is fully confident of their 
[tate. "Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold 
irhat ye have been taught ; " and what a conclusion — 
rhat a summing up of the whole I '* Now the Lord^ 
Tesua Christ himself, and God, even our Father which 
iftih loved us, and given us everlasting consolation, 
ind good hope, through grace, comfort your hearts, 
ind stablish you in every good word and work." Oh, 
ny soul, the heavenly blessedness of realizing these 
irords ! to believe in the heart the everlasting love and 
choice of God — ^to know your calling, and to see, by 
faith, the glory that awaits you — the glory of the Lord ! 
md to have, through grace, and grace alone, everlast- 
Qg consolation, and good hope ; and this the gift of 
jK>d our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ ; and to- 
jhe Triune God we can look, to comfort our hearts, and 
bo stablish us in every good word and work. Oh, ta 
lave a covenant God to depend upon I The mercy of 
bheFatherin choosing — the love of Jesus in redeeming 
— ^the sanctification of the Spirit in calling — the work 
3f the Spirit in perseverance, to the obtaining the: 
g;lory laid up in Christ for all who come to God by 
bim. Oh, mf aonl, to be made to feel t\iea© g;ce«Xi 
BalitieB, that the love of God has given sach.\Aea!&m^, 
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lihrough graoe, doth it not comfort thy hearty staUiiii 
thee in every good word and work, strengthen thaek 
the word of Gk>d, the work of Jesus, and give thee a 
fervent desire for the help of the Spirit to bring tiiee 
to believe — ^to rest, to trust, to hope in Jesus aleofr-^ 
to love and to follow him through '^ evil report anil 
^ood report '' — ^this blessed Saviour, who hath le* 
deemed thee with his precious blood, and raised ihee 
to be a partaker of his glory ? Amen and AmeD. 



April 20. — According to the glorious gospel of tk 
blessed Ood, which was committed to my tnut,— 
1 Tm. i. 11. 

My soul, the text is short, but compreheDsife 
enough for deep meditations ; and if thy woidB be 
few, let thy gratitude be unbounded as thy love mull 
be everlasting for '* the glorious gospel of the hkmd 
God,'' of which thou has been called to partake. 
How glorious, what tongue can tell P Glorious in pa^ 
pose, glorious in effect, glorious in mercy, glorious IB 
justice, glorious in the gift of peace, glorious in iiM 
message of warning, glorious in the salvation of iiM 
repenting sinner, glorious in the condemnation of tbfl 
rejecting sinner, glorious in time, glorious throofl^ 
eternity ! And is not this glorious gospel of tlM 
blessed God committed to the trust of every renewed 
«oul P Oh, thou blessed God, give thy Spirit iso make 
me faithful and watchful, and prayerful, and thankftd 
for thy glorious gospel of mercy, and forbeanoos 
and loving-kindness, to a vile and wretched sumec^ 
the glorious gospel of ** peace and good-will"— gkci- 
ous in the life and obedience, the death and atone- 
ment of JeauB — ^gloxioTx^ in his resurreoticm aod 
Asoension — gloiioua in lai% \x»^'jVxi^Tv.<^\«csQSBEmi- 
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fbrioos in his oontinnal interoesnoii, and glorioas in 
^ aeoond coming to be glorified in his saintB. My 
Wd, the gospel of the blessed Gk>d is fnll of glory, 
ttd joy unspeakable^ to the broken-hearted, the 
fadsed reed, the smoking flax, the poor, the needy. 
lb JesnS; who will not break, nor quenoh, nor cast 
mt, be all, aU the glory, for the glorioas gospel of the 
Gk>d! 



LFBEL 21. — Ahf Lord Chd, behold thou hast made the 

heaven and the earth hy thy great power and 

stretched-^v;t arm, and there is nothing too hard for 

thee. — Jbb. xxxii. 17, and two following verses. 

The Old Testament saints worshipped the true God 

I unity — they died in faith, looking for the promised 

[endah, of whom their prophets prophesied ; but a 

ail was on their hearts, and their minds were blinded^ 

» that they understood not the nature of him that 

88 to come. How beautifully does this prayer of the 

!ophet set forth *' the Great, the Mighty God, the 

ord of Hosts '^ — great in counsel and mighty in 

ork — the Creator of heaven and earth, whose power 

unlimited, and his sovereign will aooomphshing 

hatsoever seemeth him good — showing loving-kind- 

988 to thousands, recompensing the iniquity of the 

thers into the bosom of their children — ^his eyes 

^n all the children of men, to give to every one 

loording to his ways and the fruit of his doings. 

!ere we behold the great, the mighty Jehovah, as 

ivealed in the thunders of Sinai, whose law and word 

'e immutable and unchangeable, whose holiness and 

Lstioe cannot remit a jot or tittle in the perfect per- 

»rmance of his holy law — " He that sinnetb lae ^«2Ci. 
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•die/' and '' he that offendeth in one point is j 
4ill/' in the sight of an infinitely holy God. 

Now, my soul, contemplate this Might; 
Jehovah, Lord of Hosts, tmder the covenant 
as revealed in the new Testament, the same i 
Creator of all things, working according to th* 
of his own will, '' and there is nothing too 
thee/' Bnt, my sonl, the thimders of ^ 
rolled away — the children no longer bear the 
of the fathers, and thy reward is no longei 
ing to thy ways, or the fruit of thy doing 
God of grace reveals himself in the face < 
Ohrist — not as a consuming fire, but a Grod 
and mercy. The New Testament saints are 
covenant of grace, and not of works — a law 
and not a law of unerring obedience ; they b 
■a, crucified Saviour, who has come — not 
through a glass darkly, for an expected 
Jesus is the narrow path to everlasting life- 
but sure, to all the seed of Jacob. Jesus ha 
oiled sinners to God — he is the Captain of i 
to his true followers, and will lead them to tb 
of holies — " The vail is done away in Christ * 
and shadows, and sacrifices are all complete 
promised Messiah, and whosoever believeth 
hath eternal life. This is the great God 
Saviour, reconciling man unto himself — ' 
rebels home to their Father^s house — seeb 
•saving the lost sheep, and bringing then 
Bishop of their souls. Praise, ye saints, the 
.grace, serve him in the beauty of holinec 
liim from the law of love — glory to his holy 
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-/ vfill mention the loving-kindnesa of the 
the praises of the Lord, according to all 
Lord hath bestowed on us, and the great 
owards the house of Israel, which he hath 
m them, according to his mercies, and ac^ 
the mukittide of his loving-kindnesses, — 
lu. 7. 

ere brought to meditate on the ioBpiied 
lother saint of old, who prophesied lo 
im who was to come. Here is the gospel 
ealed before it was fulfilled. It is assor- 
uroh, by the mouth of the prophet, that 
n suoh holy rapture ; here is a oonfirma- 
I; my soul was led in the former medita- 
tes, yes ! it is all of mercy to the house of 
any of Adam's guilty rebels are saved ; 
I; condemn, but mercy saves ; every mortal 
n race deserves nothing but wrath and 
)ut the loving-kindness of the Lord brings 
Every soul of Adam's progeny rejects, by 
erve God in love and holiness ; the con- 
Dwer of his Holy Spirit alone can bring 
Till into a law of love. It is grace, my 
*ace alone that has subdued thy hardened 
)rought thee at the feet of Jesus, to bathe 
bhy tears ; and now, let the praises of the 
thy lips, flowing from love in thy heart, 
IS in thy life, for all that the mercy and 
ness of the Lord hath done for thy soul. 
Amen. 
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Apbil 23. — And the woman send to JSUjahj rww 
this I know that thou art a man of God, and ti 
the word of the Lord in thy mouth is tnUh. 
1 Kings xvii. 24. 

My soul is led in this Scripture to observe the i 
belief of the human heart. Notwithstanding 1 
miraculous interposition of the Lord in preservi 
this widow alive^ in a time of famine^ by the insfa 
mentality of the prophet, yet, when her son was, 
the hand of the Lord, afflicted with a sickness m 
death, she reproaches Elijah, as coming to her 
bring her sin to remembrance, and to slay her m 
but when the Lord is pleased to hear the cry of Elij 
and to bring her son to life, then '^ the woman sale 
Elijah, now by this I know,^ &o. This is unbelief, 
sotd, which must have evidences of God's working 
must see with the eyes — must, with Thomas, see 
Lord's wounds, and thrust his hand into his side, 
he will not believe. Faith believes what it sees no 
trusts God's promises when his providences are da 
and believes, after he has been faithful in six troub 
he will not forsake in the seventh. Faith gives 
only son to the Lord, believing that he could n 
him from the dead ; unbelief says, now by this wh 
I see I know thou art a man of God. Faith bdie 
God and his word, under trials the most bitter, ano 
sweet submission to his will, says with Eli, '^ It is 
Lord," and with Job, " Blessed be the name of 
Lord," and, *' Though he slay me, yet will I trust 
him ; " unbelief says, with Jonah, for a trifle, *'I 
well to be angry." Oh, my soul, gather up 
crumbs of faith which fall from thy Lord's table ! i 
that nothing of the precious word be lost upon tlw 
it is the word of the Lord, which is truth, and depei 
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not on the month from whence it issues. Trust in the 

Lord at all times — let him take all ; but if faith hold 

on, thou canst still rejoice, and stay thyself upon his 

love. Flesh is well pleased to walk by sight, and to 

liave all it craves after, and then it is, '* by this I 

Imow ; '' but Spirit sees things with the eye of faith 

not seen with the eye of sense, and loves the hand, 

whether it give or take — leans on the Lord, and 

bleeses him for trials. Looking at. and believing in^ 

Jesus, my soul can defy a host of foes ; but without 

tliee, I can do nothing. Lord, give thy Spirit — ^give 

the faith — give all, and do all, thou must ! '' Through 

tibee we are more than conquerors." 



April 24. — FigM the good fight of faiths lay hold on 
eternal Ufe^ whereunto thou art also called^ and liast 
professed a good profession before many toitnesses. — 
1 Tim. vi. 12 and 16 verses. 
The two verses presented for this day's meditation, 
ghre an admonition to the believer, and a glorious ac- 
faumledgment of him who is the believer's joy, and 
tile mnner's only refuge. " Fight the good fight of 
^th." Yes, my soul, the believer's path is a continual 
W of battle — cease to fight, Satan gains the daj — 
stand at ease, thou wilt enter into temptation— sleep 
<A guard, a severe chastisement awaits thee ; desert 
% company, drop thy colours, lay aside thy armour, 
tium must be held as a traitor. But the fight of faith 
tt not in nature's strength ; blessed be the God of 
Knu)e, faith fights in Jesus' strength, and becomes 
^i^oro than conqueror. Oh, the blessedness of " laying 
«oId on eternal life 1," making yom* calling and election 
«tte. Oh, blessed gift of God the Spirit ! will not 
^ iense of redeeming love cause a longing desiiie 
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in the soul to manifest a good profession before the 
witnesses of thy faith ? Yet it is thou, Lord, that 
must help us to run the race, continually looking unto 
thee — ^to thee, " who only hath immortality, dwelling 
in the light which no man can approach unto: whom 
no man hath seen, nor can see/' Jesus, thon alooe 
revealest the Father, and reflectest his image; thoa 
only can show his glory to created man ; thou art the 
source of light, life, and immortality; thou, the 
Friend of sinners, the Kedeemer of lost man, the 
Saviour of a guilty race, '' to whom be honour and 
power everlasting. Amen." 



Apbil 25. — His glory is great in thy salvation ; honofff 
and majesty hast thou laid upon him ; for thou hid 
made him most blessed for ever ; thou hast made km 
exceeding glad with thy countenance, — Ps. zzi. 5,6. 
When Jesus comes before us, when the King of 
kings is revealed to faith's eye, whether it be in hiB 
word, or to our souls, at the footstool of his throne, we 
feel our spiritual vision cleared, mountains of unbeilirf 
rolled away from our hearts, and the Scriptures appetf 
without ambiguity or veil. Jesus is revealed to my 
soul in this Scripture, and when he is seen all is light 
Not even to ^' Solomon in all his glory " can wead^ 
this Psalm. The glory of Jesus was great, indeed, in 
the salvation Jehovah bestowed upon his Ghurdi; 
honour and majesty was laid upon him. Thou hait 
made him most blessed for ever ; Jesus exalted oo 
high — no longer humbled on earth, suffering on the 
cross but ascended to the right hand of the Moet 
Holy One. Thou hast seen the travail of thy aonl, 
and thou art made exceeding glad with Jehovah'i 
countenanoe. It is \o 3q«o&, txs^ vouTs (xmtiniial 
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r, I would look — ^myHigh Priest— my King, 
gn for ever and ever I Of his kingdom there 
be no end ; hifl people shall be brought from all 
nmers of the earth, to bow before him, and snb- 
» his dominion. Jesos shall reign with his people 
msly — grace leads to glory — Jesos leads the way 
) eternal — ^the sting of death is lodged in his holy 
',, and has lost its venom — ^the grave opens 
m's gates, and victory is gained by Jesns, onr 
Lord. 



L 26. — My sheep hear my voice, and I know them^ 
^ they follow me ; and I give unto them eternal 
, and they shaU never perish, neither shall any 
ok them out of my hand, — John x. 27, 28. 
Msed, blessed, blessed words ! What can faith 
more than such an assurance, from the mouth of 
lOrd himself P Faith wants nothing stronger 
this ; and my soul looks back and sees in i^is 
)d promise the first-ripe fruit of faith applied to 
Ity conscience ; but unbelief says, the promise is 
d most precious, and Jesus will fulfil to the utter- 
all he hath engaged to do ; but am I one of his 
I P — am I one of the little lambs whom he carried 
bosom P^-one whom he gently led when travelling 
e new birth f Faith says, disparage not the work 
aoe, nor let the devilish tempter in, who would 
thee in reality, if he could, of thy rich inherit- 
— thy heavenly treasure— thy pearl of great price 
f everlasting hope— thy continual joy — ^thy chief 
>lation, which are all treasured up in Jesus, 
led Lord, give me, I pray thee, increasing evi- 
9 of my being one of thy sheep— belp me to\i!b«A 
roioe, and give heed to it, " I am the way ,^«2i^5. 



1(54 APBIL. 

je in it ; '' help me to follow thee in the narrow ] 
of self abasement^ that thou alone may be exalte 
my heart ! What a promise ! '* My sheep shall n 
perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my ha 
O Lord, there is no falling from grace, if thy wor 
true. Thou giveat eternal life to thy sheep, and 
keep to the end those whom thou hast loved 1 
everlasting. Yes, Lord, thy work is too compk 
thy word too sure — ^thy will too immutable — ^thy I 
too precious — thy righteous vesture too perfect ev 
fail ; not one of thy sheep can be lost ; all for ^ 
thou hast died shall be brought to glory, thn 
grace. Jesus let thy love be my law, and reig 
my heart ; in thy strength help me to -fight ag; 
unbelief, sin, and Satan, and faith shall ascribe vie 
victory to the Lamb that was slain ! 

Eternal praise to Jesas I would give, 
Who breath'd new life, and bade a rebel lire. 
In sweetest accents came ** a still small voice," 
* * My sheep shall never perish ." Sonl, rejoice ! 



April 27. — Better is little with the fear of the 

than great treasure and trouble therewith. Bet 

a dinner of herbs, where love iSf than a staUec 

and hatred thereioith. — Pbov. xv. 16, 17. 

My soul, of what benefit would all the treasure 

the earth be to thee f Can they save thee from 1 

Can they purchase heaven ? Can they buy God^sfa^ 

or the loveof Jesus? Can they procure his interces 

or the Spirit's work of regenerating grace ? Ah 

no ! treasures can do nothing for the soul — they 

procure a few time-state, perishing enjoyments fo 

dying body, but to this they can neither give h€ 

nor Ufe, nor strength, iie\t\iet tectiJQf^\\.^ -^ «8 



; 
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fleeting joys. " Better/' as the wise king saith, ''the 
fear of tibe Lord " than thousands, thousands of trea- 
Bores ; the fear of the Lord in the heart, wrought by 
the Holy Spirit, leading to filial fear, and ending in 
Adopting love, is of more value to thee, my soul, than 
all the gold of Ophir ; and oh, how infinitely better a 
dinner of herbs, with the love of Jesus in the heart, 
than thousands of stalled oxen, and hatred therewith. 
Where, my soul, will a hatred to God, his word, 
is way, and work of redemption send thee ? Where, 
rejection of his dear Son P Lord, Lord, take all 
AWay, but leave me my hope of everlasting life in 
JeBOB— take all my earthly treasure, but take not this 
treaanre ; not only my dinner, but let my breakfast 
vid sapper be of herbs, so that thou leavest me the 
hread of eternal life — ^the heavenly manna — ^the dur- 
able riches, treasured up in thyself. Let all be taken, 
Wt leave the hope of enjoying thy presence through 
wi eternity. Amen and Amen. 



ApBiL 28. — I pray for them : Ijyray not for the world 

h/tfor them which thou hast given me ; for they are 

thine, and all mine are thine, and thine are mine ; and 

lam glorified in them. — John xvii. 9, 10. 

Oh, that my soul could more fully enter into the 

i^lesaed union spoken of by our glorious Head, while 

*>joiiming upon eartiii 1 Oh, that my people, Lord, 

were more sensibly alive to their union to thee, and 

to each other in tiiiee ! Lord, give us the spirit of 

P^yer for one another, as thou prayedst for thine, 

«iven to thee by the Father ! Thou didst not pray 

for the world, which was not in the covenant of grace ; 

lihou oonldst not pray for the son of perdition, but for 

*l»OBe who were the Fathefa before the wox\d\>Q^«Xi\ 
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^' and aU mine are thine, and thine are mil 
saith. Oh, the glory of oovenant love — ^t 
union and fellowship with the Father, Son, 
Spirit I And Jesus is glorified in his people- 
in their salvation. Jesus also saith, *' I pr. 
these alone, but for them also which shall i 
me through their word/* 

Blessed Lord, if it accord with thy wil 
spirit of prayer to thy wandering sheep ? C 
not only to ask for ourselves, but for each < 
thy members already called in to the fol 
the Spirit's might, with one heart and voice 
before thy throne, to pray for the welfare of 
— pray for the union of thy children durii 
one spirit ; to feel their oneness with thee 
may have more love to one another, to gloi 
thou art, and shall be glorified in them for 



April 29. — For thou hast delivered my 
death : wilt not thou deliver my feet frc 
that I may walk before God in the light of 
— Psalm Ivi. 13. 

Three particulars 1 am led to notice in t1 
soul — ^precious Scripture. 1st. The blessed 
of the soul being delivered from death, 
thou not delivered my soul from death ? '* 
Lord is pleased to break in upon the soul 
sweet assurance, after it has been bowed do 
deep and humbling sense of the desperate 
and deceitf ulness of the heart, then joy an 
succeed sorrow and mourning, which can ( 
perienced by those who have had sin reve^ 
Spirit of holiness, pardon applied by th 
Jeemf as cleanun^ fioia ^ «ivii, ^^d \ 
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broo^t with power to the hearty by the alone right- 
eoQSDfiss of him who only is pure and holy. It is 
nidation entirely in Christ which brings joy unspeak- 
able, and peace passing understanding, to the sin- 
itrieken soul. Oh, my soul, must thou not know this 
for iihyBelf ? Yea, truly ; no one can intermeddle with 
thy joy. 2nd. We observe, not a petition, nor the 
foil exercise of faith — " Wilt thou not deliver my feet 
&om falling P '' Wilt thou not do this for me also, 
piard me from evil, guide me in the way, keep me in 
thealippery places of this sinful world, from falling — 
ootfrom grace, but into temptation — falling into many 
hortfol snares, which Satan, and the sin of our nature, 
continually present to the new-born soul. And why 
is this half -doubting, half -confident supplication — this 
"tw?<thou not deliver my feet from falling," my heart 
^m backsliding, my tongue from being silent in thy 
pnuse, my lips from holding back thy truth P Because 
(Srd.) not for my own glory, nor comfort, nor joy, 
but "that I may walk before God in the light of the 
^mg^ that I might glorify thee, my Lord — ^walk 
hefore thee in the light thou givest to quickened souls. 
Wilt thou not keep me, that I may not walk in dark- 
^*fl*— that I may not forfeit my joy and peace — that 
I may not walk as the dead P Is not this the soul's 
^'wurtant desire P Thou hast (oh, precious assurance 1) 
■^▼ed my soul from death — wilt thou not keep me 

^m disgracing thy name, and the faith I have pro- 
^eawd? 

Jesna, it is all in thee, and all comes from thee : 
8^*08 and life, strength and wisdom— power to with- 
stand and prevail — strength to resist and conquer. 
I*^d, wUt thou not deliver my feet from falling P Oh, 
'or thine own sake, preserve me from tlie «n»s^ ciH 
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the world without, and the world within ! Let the 
great things thou hast done for my soul be ever pre- 
sent to my remembrance, that I may run the race set 
before me, walking in the light of him who is all light, 
the only true light, and whoever liveth to give light 
and life which can never fail. All the praise be thine, 
O Jesus, for what thou hast done, art doing, and wilt 
do I Amen, amen. 



April 30. — For I am the Lord, I clumge not; there- 
fore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed, — ^Mal. iii.6. 
Oh, the blessedness of believing that the Lord 
changeth not ! This is the stronghold of faith—here 
is a continual resource for the soul that sees flesh can 
do nothing towards its acceptance with €k>d. In 
times, when unbelief comes in, doubts arise, in nn- 
looked-f or or unguarded quarters, when flesh tremWefl 
at the sight of self, and, may be, shrinks at the thought 
of the last enemy *s approach, is not this a stronghold 
for faith to resort to, " For I am the Lord, I change 
not ; therefore (yes, therefore) ye sons of Jacob are 
not consumed ? " Oh, my soul, if the Lord were as 
thy poor, unstable, vacillating frames and feelings, 
faith and obedience, thou mightest be in his favour 
one moment and out of it the next — to-day it might 
please him to exalt thee to heaven, and to-morrow 
cast thee into hell ; but no, ^' Jehovah is not a man, 
that he should lie, nor the son of man, that he should 
repent." He changeth not — his purposes are fixed, 
and the sons of Jacob are saved with an everlasting 
salvation, neither depending on faith nor works, hnt 
on the complete and finished work of him who became 
a Surety and Ransom for his people. In Jesus they 
are secure from the oonsuimjig ^t^ of God*8 holy la^ 
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the infinite requirements of his jnstioe; it is in 
obedienoe of Jesus they are accepted, or they 
t be consumed. The work of redemption is oom- 
»— the word of God is passed — the covenant is 
»d, and the sons of Jacob are safe — their names 
mgraved on the breastplate of their High Priest, 
was by the unchanging word of Jehovah, made a 
st for ever. The Holy Spirit calls in the scattered 
lant of the heavenly kingdom of grace here below, 
an effectual calling, convinces of sin, and " takes 
e things of Jesns and shows them unto ns,** who 
hns brought to believe in the Saviour of sinners 
6 only way of access unto God, and are, by the 
angeablenees of him '' who changeth not,^ " kept 
igh faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in 
lattime.'' 



MAY. 

1. — And one of the malefactors which was hanged 
led on hintj saying, If thou be the Christ, save thy- 
^ and us. , , . And he said unto Jesus, Lord, 
lember me when thou corniest into thy "kingdom, — 
•EJL xxiii. 39, 42. 

where is my soul now brought — is it not a heart- 
[ig scene which comes before thee P And well is 
thee if it prove, or has proved, a heart-dr^aAm^ 
My heart seems as if it would turn from this 
lad spectacle, to behold my Lord risen — ^his 
ly sufferings over, and ever living to '' see of the 
11 of his soul," and to be satisfied with his 
ed and glorious work. But Calvary I cannot leave, 
led to meditate on the contrast of the two ohaxsA- 
ronght before me in these veraea, l^et^ ^^ \isr^ 
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BLunefB — equally guilty — equally suffering i 
senoe of one who alone oonld save them froi 
wrath of God ; and yet, O my soul, what a c 
in the effect produced — one agonizing on 
death before him, stepping into eternity 
wretch ! Hardened in sin, he rails on J 
tauntingly exclaims, *^ ijTthou be the Christ, 
self and us." Neither his sins nor his pi 
softened his hard heart ; and the holiness < 
to his unchanged nature would have been '. 
to his degraded soul, and he would there ha 
the purity he couldnot enjoy. Keremained i 
darkness — unrenewed, unrepenting — and di 
ing, as his fellow malefactor said, the just 
his deeds, both in body and soul. Could 
salvation for his soul, dying in such a frame 
No, impossible ! But the repentant sinner- 
fessing sinner — the sensibly feeling sinnei 
ploring sinner, finds " g^ace to help in time 
and Jesus turns not away from such ; in tl 
of the death on the cross hit ear was op 
penitent suppliant — his confession was hea: 
prayer prevailed with — him who only can f < 
and answer prayer ; and his ransomed soul 
rejoiced — oh, how greatly have rejoiced 1- 
sound of forgiving love and tender mercy r 
ear of his expiring body, " Verily I say 
to-day shalt thou be with me in Faradisa 
man said of the two thieves, '^ Let none pre 
none despair.'' Oh, my soul, justice mttst co 
guilty — g^ace alone can save — ^and Almig 
only, bring the rebel heart of man to a heart- 
of sin, and grace to cry for mercy. Lord Jec 
open, no man can aku^i — ^ tbou. shut, n< 
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ipen. One is taken the other left — the unrenewed 
nmer dies in his Bins, the renewed sinner is indebted 
to giaoe and mercy that his sins are forgiven. Thy 
vill be done. Lord Otod Ahnighty, on earth as in 
kfliven ! Thy word, thy nnohangeable word is gone 
forth, *' He tiiat believeth in the Lord Jesus Christ 
iball be saved; he that believeth not shall be 
dunned I" 



"Hay 2. — There ia thttt mdketh himself richy yet hath 
nothing ; there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath 
great riches, — Pnov. xiii. 7. 

Who is he that maketh himself rich yet hath no- 
ibiog? Many, many parts of the Holy Scriptures will 
five a reply to the question ; one answer of the Spirit 
i^^Thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, 
and have need of nothing, and knowest not that thou 
irk (spiritually) wretched, and miserable, and poor, 
lad blind, and naked '' (Rev. iii 17). Oh, my soul 
if fhou art rich in thyself — if thy riches centre in any- 
thing in this vain world — ^if rich in carnal security, in 
ttiore's gifts alone — if blind to thy exceeding sinfulness 
i&dthe deep depravity of thy heart — ^if thy treasure, all 
thy treasure be not above, then art thou poor indeed ; 
761, if thou makest thyself rich in that which will not 
lodnre through eternity, thou truly hast nothing. 
Svoryihing earthy shall perish; nature produces 
Oothing but from earth. Nature's morality, nature's 
food irorkBy are nothing worth for eternity — and 
''thou art rich, yet hath nothing;" but ''there is that 
ttiketh himself poor, yet hath great riches.'' Where 
to my soul look now P Out of self it must get ; 
iBd yet self must not be left out. There is one who 
Hid, '' Blessed are the poor in spirit, for thdxa \& ^<b 
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liingdom of heaven ; ** and the Spirit which b[ 
the Churohes also said^ " I counsel of thee to I 
me gold^ that thou mayest be rich." Oh, the p 
of this world is riches for eternity ! The p 
ispirit, the contrite sinner, the lowly in mine 
that feel themselves wretched, and naked, who 
liave been anointed by the Holy Spirit, with tl 
salve of regeneration, whose nakedness hai 
tx>vered with white raiment — these are rich i 
tor their riches are not their own, neither in th< 
keeping, therefore safe — not of earth, there! 
lasting as eternity — ^not of nature's providing, 
the rich provisions of grace— not the gift of m 
Hot natural morality, nor good works, but sp 
wrought by faith — not centred on earth, buttn 
\ip in heaven — a goodly pearl of great price- 
that thieves cannot steal, that neither moth i 
■can corrupt. Oh, my soul, this is the true 
all beside, time shall take from thee ; death sh 
Viee from, and the grave would rot ; but the 
lihou hast gained by being spiritually poor, < 
■cannot rob thee of, death will put thee in fi 
^session, the grave cannot corrupt ; for it cann 
lain that which deaveth not to the body of 
•corruption. But is there not, my soul, one wl: 
himself ipooT, yet had great riches ? Canst thou 
thine adorable Lord, who became poor tha 
through his poverty might become rich ? Yes, 
Jesus, in thee thy members are one toith the( 
art the first-born among many brethren, and 1 
fulness of all riches — the first-fruits, and wi 
the last ingathering of thy rich harvest for e 
In thee are all the unsearchable riches which 
tznfolding for ever and ©vet— tViftlexv^h,depth, 
end breadth will never V>e ia.t\\oxftfi^xvQit eiSM 
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)Ly 3. — That, being jtLstified by his grace, we should 
he made heirs, according to the hope of eternal life^ 
—Titus iii. 7. 

It has pleased the Holy Spirit to teaoh thee^ my 

iml, that with God all things are yea and amen — that 

be has vested in himself the sovereign power to reign 

andnile, according to his own good pleasure and will ; 

lith him there never was^ nor ever will be time — 

eternity is behind him, eternity before him ; there is 

ndiher beginning nor end with the Holy One, the 

Lord of Hosts ; so that my soul seeth that the elect 

dmoh *' was justified by the grace," or favour of 

God, from everlasting — that her members should " be 

made heirs according to the hope of eternal life,'^ 

'^which God (as the second verse of the first chapter 

ibtoB), that cannot lie, promised before the world 

began." It is the everlasting purpose, and the un^ 

changeableness of a covenant God in Christ that the 

ioqI delights to rest on. Justified freely by his grace 

bm eternity — not by works of righteousness, but ao- 

euding to his mercy — called in time — made heirs of 

Qod, and joint-heirs with the firsir-born, the elder 

frother — in the hope of eternal life, promised to all 

tte seed. To thee, my soul, this verse conveys the 

thoqght of the past, the present, and the future — 

Gk)d'8 favour from everlasting. The Spirit's call in 

iime, to give the spirit of adoption, to proclaim to the 

odI its heirship — "the water of regeneration, the 

"eoewing of the Holy Ghost shed on us abundantly 

luough Jesus Christ our Saviour ; " the new birth, the 

vgeoerating power of the Holy Spirit — these, the 

qpaniit, the time-state blessings to the heirs of sal- 

vtioOy heirs according to the hope of eternal life — 

lot the life ^at now is, but eternal^ everla&tmgMe \ 
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■and thus the aoai looks at the fntnrey lives in hope 
the life to come ; faith stretches forth to that hejoi 
the grave, sees the glorions resurrection of the Eon 
ronner, and hope anticipates, with joyfol expeotstia 
the release of the imprisoned spirit from the cnmfaroi 
load of day, to he for ever with the Lord. This i 
faith's happy realizing experience, when the eye i 
fixed on Jesus, and Jesos only ; let it wander frao 
this resting-place, unhelief assaults the 8onl,and rob 
it of that peace, which is secure in Jesns. 

Help me, dear Lord, to look alone to thee 

For peace, for life, for immortalitj ; 

Help me npon thy endless love to rest, 

And lean seenrely on thy faithful hreaat ; 

So faith shall triomph, unbelief give way, 

And hope anticipate that future day. 

When all thy ransom'd round thy throne shall meet, 

And cast their crowns of glory at thy feet. 



May 4. — And he answered, thou shall not smUt then^* 
wouldst thou smite those tchom thou hast taken ct^ 
twe f , , . Set bread and tcater before themf Hd 
they may eat and drink €md go to their mooter.'' 
2 Kings vi. 22. 

Oh, the sweet gospel spirit we see displayed inthii 
Scripture, by the prophet of the Lord ! HowawlilJ' 
divine precepts of our Messiah, and Elisha's Meniali 
setforth by him who served the only true God, and wh 
was living by faith on him that was to come! Wha: 
shall Elisha give heed to the King of Israel ? Does 1 
seek to please an earthly prince, while he professeil 
be a prophet of Jehovah ? Will he return evil for evil 
Will he lift up the sword upon the captive taken hj h 
hand, through the help of the God in whom he trnstei 
And to whom lie pwye^V ^o\ ''''Y>msssl i&o&j^ « 
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ftmite them,'' answered the prophet; and was thia 
forbearanoA all P Oh^ no ! thia were onlj half of the 
divine gospel precept — '' If thine enemy hnnf^, feed 
him ; if he thirsty give him drink " — '^ Set bread and 
vater before them/' said Elisha. Does the prophet 
ol the Lord stop here ? and are there bounds set to 
the law of love ? The law of commandments says, 
m eye for an eye ; but ** love worketh no ill to his 
oeighbonr;'' and the Divine Law-fnlfiller said, 
* Bless them that corse yon, and do good to them that 
lespitef ully use you." Elisha prepared great pro- 
^ions, and when they had eaten and drunk he Rent 
bheni away. My soul would learn a lesson from 
Elisha ; first, to look unto him who was greater than 
Elisha — greater than Solomon in all his glory — to him 
through whom grace was given to Old Testament 
saints and New Testament saints — who procured 
every good and perfect gift bestowed upon Adam's 
laoe; then I would look at the commands of my 
heavenly Prophet and Teacher, King and Ruler, 
Priest and all-sufficient sacrifice— I would implore 
the Holy Spirit to teach me forgiveness to my enemies 
— to render good for evil — when reviled, not to revile 
again — ^forbearance to all, and love to all who loVe 
the Lord Jesus Christ in truth and sincerity. 



May 5. — ^ man shall not be established by wickedness ; 

but the root of the righteetts shaU not be moved, — 

Pbov. xii. 3. 

Oh, no ! man shall not be established by wicked- 
ness, for then would the kingdom of Satan prevail ; 
bat, thanks be to God, man is established by that 
which cannot be moved, and the candle of t\iem<(^<^ 
sbaU be pat out M&n ia established by xig\itQO\)LBii<sHa 
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— and this not his own^ for then it would be a very 
tmoertain establishment ; '' But the root of the right- 
eous shall not be moved.'' Now^ my soul would in- 
quire, what is the root of the righteous P and it 
plainly peroeiveth, there is but one root that can 
never be moved — the root of him who came upon 
this earth conquering, and to oonquer — travelling in 
the greatness of his strength — mighiy to save. Is it not 
established in eternity — is it not a root settled, etern- 
ally settled in a rock that nothing can hurt or destroy^ 
Yes, it is Jesus who is the righteous one, the holy one; 
and though he was the offspring, yet he was the root 
of David. And here, my soul, is thy eternal secnri^ 
— for as Christ is so are his members ; if rooted in 
Christ, there is no power can tear thee from him— 
his root is thine : neither sin, nor Satan, nor death, 
nor hell can separate what Qod hath joined. The 
Eternal Jehovah is the root of Jesus, and Jesus is 
the root of his redeemed — ^they in him, and he in 
God — " He in them, that they may be one, even as he 
and the Father are one." Blessed union — a union 
never to be broken — a root never to be moved— 
settled before the world began, and to endure when 
time shall be no more. Then, Lord, grant to thy 
Church the abundance of the Holy Spirit, that much 
fruit of faith, of holiness, and love may be brought 
forth, to the praise and glory of thyself, for from 
thee is the fruit found of those who are rooted w 
thee, who can never be moved — ^thou, the Kock of 
Ages — the bright and morning Star. Glory, glory 
to the Lamb for ever ! 
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May 6. — Which in his time he shall shoWf who is the 
blessed and ordy Potentate, the King of khigs, and 
Lord of lords. — 1 Tim. vi. 16. 
The soul burdened under a sense of sin can only 
find peace in the atoning sacrifice of the Lamb of 
Gbd ; and when the blood of Jesua is applied onto 
the conscience^ and peace proclaimed by the all- 
sufficient sacrifice, oh^ how does tlie soul rejoice in 
the first advent of a gracious Redeemer ! And when 
the Spirit of holiness enters the soul^ it grieves in 
the midst of rejoicing at the aboundings of sin, both 
within the precinct of its own citadel, and without 
the walls. Under grace the unceasing cry is, '^ Lord, 
subdue mine iniquities ! ^ The righteous soul can 
bless the power of restraining grace, and cry, " Who 
hath made me to differ ? " when the power of Satan is 
seen raging in the world, under all shapes and 
oolours. Sweetly realizing an interest in the first 
advent of the Lord from heaven, the soul can con- 
template with delight the second appearing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, when, in his own time, he shall 
oome in power and great glory, and show who is the 
blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords. Oh, when viewing the exceeding sin- 
fulness of sin, the wretched state of fallen man, the 
iniquiiy that aboundeth on the earth, how cheering 
to the soul that feels its union to Jesus, is the antici- 
pation of his coining the second time, without sin, 
finally to destroy sin and death, and to reign a King 
for ever with his people; when ^^he shall come 
whose right it is to reign ; '' Satan's kingdom for 
ever put down, and the heirs of the kingdom no 
longer subject to death^ neither to sin (oh,b\Qa^^ 
daxi shall dwell for ever with him who only 'hB^i^^ 
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immortality y who alone can dwell in the light whioli 
no man can approach unto. Lord^ hedp me to 
wait with patience the coming of thy Mngdom, 
thy power, and thy glory ! Amen. Praiae ye 
Lord. 



May 7. — Peace I leave toith you, my peace I gkevndt 
you ; not as the world giveth give I unto you, LA 
not your heart he trouhledy neither let it he t^rauL— 
John xiv. 27, 

If there can be a heaven upon this polluted eartii) 
it surely is when Jesus speaks '' peace " to the nn- 
stricken soul. It is a peace which passeth under- 
standing — a peace not as the world giveth — a petoe 
the world cannot take away — a piece which no (srested 
thing can bestow. The '* peace " which flows from 
Jesus will last for eternity: when creatore-help^ 
creature-love, fail, the peace which Jesus giveth will 
stand firm and unshaken, therefore my soul, '' let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid;^ if 
your peace be fixed on Jesus, you have support for lO 
the trials of life, for all the struggles of death ; for « 
sinner there can be no peace if Jesus do not give it— 
i.e.f a sinner who feels the condemning power on his 
soul. A Spirit-taught soul can never find peace oat 
of Jesus, when sin has been sealed upon the oon- 
science ; when the holiness of God also appears in sodi 
majesty and glory, that it becomes a consuming fire 
— where sin, with all its direful consequences, has faud 
its iron grssp upon the guilt-stricken soul, an arm of 
flesh can then afford no relief — ^it must be the blood 
of sprinkling, that which alone cleanseth from all siB} 
that must be applied, with pardoning efficacy, beloie 
pe9oe' can he obtained -, and wYlcii tK\& ^%nb S& «?^60 
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I ^^wlien the soul is oontent to receive all through the 
<^Bih of God — to give Jeans all the glory and all the 
Piaue— then truly does peace flow in like a river — a 
t^eaoe as unlike the peace the world giveth as light 
^ers fromdarkness ; and it is an abiding peace, which 
trials and tribulations bind closer and closer upon the 
%ml. But the eye of faith must be kept on Jesus to 
Realize the sweetness at these times — the hand emptied 
foi every earthly dependence, and the heart in humble 
•abmission to all the trying dispensations — then to 
ied the presence and support of the Lord is peace 
andeed. In swelling billows, fiery trials, trouble suc- 
ceeding trouble — oh, then, by faith, to hear the 
Saviour's voice I " Peace T give unto you" — " Let not 
your heart be troubled." Oh, this is a peace the 
world cannot give, and, blessed be thy name, can 
never take away I " In the world ye shall have tribu- 
lation, but in me ye shall have peace." Oh, my soul, 
if all thy peace, thy joy be derived from this eternal 
'' Rock of Ages," then no earthly trial shall spoil thee 
of this treasure — '< Peace in Jesus." 



May 8. — As thou hast given him power over all fieeh, 

that he should give eternal Ufe to as many as thou 

hast given him. And this is life eternal, that they 

might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ- 

whom thou hast sent. — John xvii. 2, 8. 

If there were not another passage in the Holy 

SGriptnres to prove the sovereign power and electing 

love of Gk>d in Christ Jesus, this would be sufficient ; 

here is subject enough, not merely for a noon-day 

meditation, but for the morning, noon, and evening of 

time; but which eternity only can fully diBdoae. 

Brief must be the meditationa of time, my BO\)\ — a 
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sip of the brook by the way is all that time can 
stow, but there is an eternal life to oome, when : 
draughts of joy shall be taken from the living Be 
neveTf never to cease ; when my soul will be delive 
from the thick veil in which it is now shrouded, i 
sight will confirm what faith expects ; then will ii 
in vain for God's sovereignty to be rejected, and 
electing love to be reviled by those who are placed 
the left hand of " Him who hath power over all flc 
to give eternal life to as many as the Father h 
given him." And shall puny man, thou High i 
Holy One, dispute thy power and thy right to do 
thou wiliest ? — shall unbelief contend with the v 
words from the mouth of Jesus ? Oh, that my fl 
may bend, with holy submission, to the word, 
will, the ways, of my Almighty Guide. Toib 
thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom tl 
hast sent — this is life eternal ; and this life is treasn 
up in Jesus, over which the second death has 
power. Jesus, the power is thine — ^the work of 
demption is thine — ^the gift of eternal life is thin< 
and the glory shall all be thine. Jesus, to know tli 
with saving faith, is peace on earth, and joy throv 
all eternity ; and sinners, saved by grace, shall g 
thee all the praise. 



May 9. — And the heavens shall praise thy wonders, 

Lord; thy faithfulness also in the congregaticfn ofi 

saints. — Ps. Ixxxix. 6th, and three following vers 

Now, my soul, thou art brought into a sweet oo 

firmation of thy last meditation. The power, i 

majesty, the faithfulness, the wonders of the Lord 

iTosts are, by the paalmiat, brought to my view « 

lead me to praiae more i«t\«QLV3t5 VJafc ^^;«&. ^^« 
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rho has showed himself, in the f aoe of his *' dearly 
)eloved Son,** as the God of redeeming love mani- 
(esting himself openly to his saints in the latter day, 
lojooming with them in the flesh, and showing the 
mighty wonders of his almighty power, who was from 
everlasting, " For who can be compared to the Lord P 
wlio among the sons of the mighty can be likened 
onto the Lord P GK)d is greatly to be feared in the 
congregation of the saints, and to be had in reverence 
of all them that are about him " — a godly fear, a holy 
reverence is due to thee. '^0 Lord God of Hosts, 
who ]b a strong Lord like nnto thee P or to thy faith- 
AdneBB romid about thee P ^ And is not the Father 
nvealed in and by the Son P did not the Father give 
^ power to the Son P has he not committed all things 
into his hands P and does not the Son reveal the 
Rther to whomsoever he will P (Matt. xi. 27). And 
^ not Jesus reveal hirmelf in the believer, as " the 
^>e of glory P " does he not unlock the treasures of 
tbe Old Testament P was he not the hope of saints 
^^fttr-JB he not the glory as well as the hope of saints 
^^f Oh, blessed and glorious Three in One ! and, 
^ idesaed Jesus, who hast united sinful man to thy- 
*Blf> that they may be one with thee and thy Father, 
^ of whom receive the spirit of adoption in time, 
^d shall, through eternity, ascribe, glory, glory to 
^b glorious Three in One ! 



Hat 10. — In those days, and in that timsy saith the 
Lord, the iniqmties of Israel shall be sought for and 
there shaU be none ; arid the sins of Jvddh, and they 
shaU not befownd:for I will pardon them whom I 
reserve. — Jbbemiah 1. 20. 
In what days^ and in what time shall the imq)Qa\>^ 
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of Israel be sought for and there shall be none ; and 
the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found P 
Can Israel be without iniquity, and Judah with- 
out sin ? Has there been or can there be a time 
when any of the fallen race of Adam have been 
without sin ? What says ray heart — ^what saw 
observation — what says tradition — ^what says record 
— and what saith the word of God, my soul ? " There 
is none that doeth good — no, not one." Then how 
is God*s word, here spoken by the prophet, con- 
firmed ? Why, he saith, " I will pardon them whom 
I reserve." "WTiat! justice pardon the guilty— 
holiness see no sin in that which is all pollution? 
My soul must look away from every earthly thing ; 
thou must go to the golden key, which unlocks 
the treasures of the spiritual kingdom, and in Christ 
Jesus thou wilt see the fulness of him that fillethall; 
and in him and by him, thou wilt first see love 
everlasting — love as the procuring cause of all 
spiritual blessings — therefore God spared not his 
only Son ; then thou wilt see mercy, rich mercy, 
beaming forth in the face of Jesus Christ ; then see 
that God can be just, and the justifier of all them that 
believe in Jesus ! Justice is satisfied, and the law 
magnified and made honourable, by the complete 
and finished work of redemption, by a cove- 
nant God — pardon proclaimed by the blood of 
Jesus, so that the iniquity of Israel is washed! 
away, and the sins of Judah cannot be found. 
What ! are all other nations to perish in their sins, 
and this people to be so favoured ? Oh, grace ! 
matchless grace, that aU were not left ! And here 
my soul, behold the sovereignty of Jehovah ; and who 
(far^ arraign his "w\\\ ? " \ V^ ^wcAotl them whom I 
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reserve " — a Femnant according to the election of 
grace. The day, the blessed day is come — the spirit- 
oalseed have, in Jesns, a Bearer of their Bins— a 
Hider of their iniquities — an everlasting Rock — an 
Advocate on high before the throne — a Comforter 
beloW; to quicken, instract, guide, control and safely 
oonduot to the end. Glory, glory to Jesus ! the Pro- 
carer of all blessings for time and eternity — the Head 
<rf his body the Church — the Husband of his Bride, 
whose sins he hath blotted out by his precious blood, 
whom he hath covered with his glorious garments to 
present her to himself without 8{)ot for his own glory, 
world without end. Amen and Amen. 



May 11. — For in that he himself hath mfferedy being 
tempted, he is abh to succour them that are tempted ^ 
— Hebrews ii. 18. 

Oh, precious, precious portion of the holy Scrip- 
ture ! Here see, my soul, thy Lord, and thy God ! 
See him as man, taking thy nature ; and, '' in that he 
suffered, being tempted, he is able to succour them 
that are tempted." Oh, to be able to come to him as 
flesh of his flesh, and bone of his bone— to be one 
with him, by his taking our nature — to be made one 
with Gk)d, by his giving us a new nature ! Here is 
Jesus uniting sinful man with a holy God, for it is 
through his manhood only that we can approach the 
Godhead ; infinite holiness must be a consuming fire 
to a creature bom in sin and shapen in iniquity. But 
here we see Jesus, declared to he made like unto his 
brethren — ^Jble to succour them that are tempted. 
Oh, my 8oul,'Sirt thou under trial? behold thy merciful 
High Priest, touched with the feeling of thine infirm- 
ities ; cast thy burden upon him and he mW. «w«X>«.m 
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thee — he will hear the ory of the destitute. Jesus 
was tried and tempted too, but being without sin 
Satan found nothing in him ; yet, my soul, he know- 
eth thy trial — knows that thou art perfect weakness 
in thyself, which he is continually teaching thee— he 
knows that all thy strength is in himself. Look unto 
Jesus, then, in all thy trials, weakness, afflictions— he 
could weep at the tomb of Lazaros — ^he could look at 
erring Peter with pity's eye — ^he could let a sinner like 
thyself bathe his feet witii her tears, and permit adii- 
ciple to lean on his bosom ; then, my soul, behold 
Jesus — the Man Christ Jesus — ^thy all-in-all — ^the Man 
to feel — ^the God to help ! Glory and praise to Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit ! 

May 12. — If we let him thus alone aU men wiU her 

lieve on him. — John xi. 48. 

Holy Spirit, without thy aid, thy guidance, I can- 
not meditate to profit, nor improve thy word to the 
comfort of my soul, or to the establishment of my 
faith. I have meditated on this portion, Lord, and 
can see nothing but the pride, arrogancy, self-will, 
blindness, presumption, and mistakes of poor huipao 
nature. The law-priests and self-righteous Pharisee 
are but a picture of fallen man, who fell by pride and 
established himself in rebellion against his Creator. 
*' If we let him alone." Oh, the pride of man ! He 
fancies he has all things under his command — ^that he 
can control and influence the hearts of his fellow- 
men. '' All will believe in him,'* in their blindness 
they said ; but, my soul, thy faith doth surely teaoh 
thee to believe, that had Jesus remained upon earth 
to this day, there had still been multitudes to reject 
him besides the law-priosta and Pharisees. '^And 
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e Romans will oome and take away our place and 
ition." Oh, self-interest ! thou arbitrary swayer of 
an's actions. I can only view man in the odioos- 
38B of his fallen character ; and this ever leads me 
>the glory of grace — ^the restoration of man through 
BBQs Christ and the new life given in consequence 
lereof, by the regenerating power of the Holy Ghost; 
nd tibus is man continually warned, that he cannot 
xevail against Gk>d, and yet he will fight against the 
iost high, usurp his prerogative in his own mind, 
nd siarive to frustrate his eternal purposes ; but, 
ileeaed be God, it is now as it ever hath been, and 
hall be. Jesus must die, according to eternal decree, 
hat his people perish not ; and all that the Father 
t^ given him shall come to him, though the law- 
priests, and the proud Pharisees gather themselves 
together against the Lord and his Christ. 



^Y 13. — And King AJiaz saw an altar that was at 
Bmnascus, and sent to Urijah, the priest, the fashr 
^ of the altar ^ and the pattern of it, — 2 Kings xvi. 
10, 15. 

Thou hast before entered upon this text,* and was 
'^to view the state of professing Christians having 
^ altar after their own fashion to sacrifice upon, 
^liile the Lord, the altar, was kept out of sight, and 
^ name only made use of to keep the conscience at 
vae. From generals I feel led to particulars — 
rom the Church collectively to the true members 
idividually; and here, my soul, thou must come 
)nonally ; and now inquire of the Lord the Spirit, 
td shrink not from the searchings and probings of 

* See " Gospel Magazine " for May, 1838— page ^01. 
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thy faithful guide — inquire, I say, if thou hast not s 
spurious altar, upon which thou dost continually offer 
thy creature-sacrifices. Lord, flesh is flesh still ! and 
flesh will come with its sin-offerings, meat-oflerisga^ 
and burnt sacrifices, in all the pride of selfHseetdng 
and self-glorying ; and upon this fleshly altar are 
offered many a flesh-pleasing sacrifice, which most lie 
abhored and rejected by him who only requireft » 
broken heart and a contrite spirit, which believeth in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and loveth him in truth and 
sincerity. Lord, let the fire of thy love — ^not tiiy ■ 
wrath — consume these flesh-pleasing offerings, and 
grant the power of thy Holy Spirit, that my sotdmiy 
hate every false way — every fleshly altar — ^that Jesw 
may be seen as the only sacrifice in which the Fathff 
is well pleased. Jesus, the sin-offering, flesh-oflering, 
burnt-offering, the altar and sacrifice thereon ! (Hi. 
grant that love to Jesus may consume all that is of 
flesh ! Let no Damascus altar be set up in the hearth 
Let Jesus be the first, the last, the onfy hope for 
acceptance with a God, who, out of him, is a con- 
suming fire — whom no created being can behold ano 
live ; but, in Jesus, " God is love." 



May 14. — Let us therefore come boldly unto the tkrwe 

of graccy that we may obtain met'cyy and find grof» 

to help in time of need, — Hbb. iv. 16. 

Here, my soul, thou art come to the substance, ^ 

which the shadow drew thy mind in thy last medito" 

tion— "Not an High Priest that cannot be tonobeti 

with the feelings of our infirmities. Let us therefon^ 

come boldly to the throne of grace." 

Here we are brought to our ever-living HighPrieflt: 
then away, my So\i\., ^\^ e^er^ i^Jae altar— every 
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lol temple— every law-priest —every phariaaioal phy- 

loterj! and ''oome boldly to the throne of grace, 

lat liiou mayest obtain mercy, and find grace to help 

time of need ; '' grace to pat off the deeds of the 

Wy and to put on the new man, which is renewed after 

B image of Jesus Christ : grace to abhor thine own 

[hteousness, and submifc to the righteousness of God 

Christ ; grace to resist the flesh and all its fascina- 

Ofl — ^the devil and all his arts — the world and all its 

litleties ; grace to cast aside every false prop, and ta 

n exclusively upon the omnipotent arm of thy 

ideemer. Oh, my soul, for grace to come up from 

e wilderness, leaning upon thy Beloved ! that self, 

at sin, that Satan, might not have dominion over 

66 ! Oh, for grace to subdue the deeds of the old 

ui ! to fight the good fight of faith, in the strength 

the Captain of thy salvation, who is gone before,. 

lead thee and all his ransomed Israel into the 

xmiised land. Shout, then, my soul, continual praise 

> Jesus ! The walls of Jericho shall assuredly fall ; 

id all that are brought to the kingdom of grace 

)k)w shall reign with the Lord of all in his kingdom 

glory. 

Shont, then, my son! ! thou'rt saved by grace, 
And soon shall see thy Sayionr's face, 
Who eyer liyes to plead thy cause. 
Thou breaker of God's holy laws ; 
But pardoned by atoning blood, 
A sinner's reconciled to God. 



lY 16. — For Joshua drew not his hand back, where-- 
^h he stretched out the spear, until he had utterly 
iestroyedaUthe inhabitants of Ai. — Joshua viii. 26. 
IVhat a lesson is opened to my soul, both in doc- 
le and precept, from this text. I wo\dd iaan W 
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Joshua-like, and '' draw not back the hand wheremtii 
the spear is stretched out until the inhabitants of Ai 
be utterly destroyed." Are not my sins, and aU 
earthly propensities the enemies of the Lord P How 
faithful was Joshua in doing that which was oom- 
manded ! but how weak am I in utterly destroying 
the deeds of the flesh, which still cleave to my faUa 
nature ! Well, my soul, look up to thy stronghold- 
<x)me boldly to the throne of grace, and that poira 
which put the spear into thy hand will as truly he^ 
thee to subdue thine enemies, as Joshua was helped 
and will give thee the power, as he has given the wil 
^md desire. And now, look beyond thyself, and be 
yond Joshua — take a spiritual view of this Sariptm 
and behold the complete and finished work a 
redemption, which cannot be contemplated too oftn 
The arm of Jesus is stretched out still, and he wil 
not draw it back until his enemies, and thy enemia 
are utterly destroyed. Sin still dwells in thy membei 
— death will destroy thy mortal part ; but Jesus wil 
not draw back the hand wherewith the spesr i 
stretched out, until all are destroyed. He hath ahea^ 
gained one great and glorious victory; he hath in hi 
own body triumphed over death, hell, and the grave 
and in his own time all shall be utterly destroyed, u 
his members, that oppose their peace here below : ii 
their glorified bodies there can be no sin, and theseoon< 
death shall have no power. Oh, my soul, what i 
powerful hand is stretched out ! To Jesus be al 
praise, as to him belongeth all victory. 
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May 16. — Lcty not toait, O wicked man, against the 
dweUing of the righteous : spoil not his resting-piacey 
for a just manfaUeth seven times, and riseth again, 
but the wicked shdUfaU into mischief — Pbov. xxiv. 
16, 16. 

How many are there who watch for the halting of 
the Lord's people ! who rejoice over one false step of 
thoBB who have been, through grace, separated from 
tilie ways of the world, and have set np their banner 
on the Lord's side; but, oh, rejoice not over the 
righteous, for he who standeth justified before God, 
through the merits of Jesus Christ the righteous, shall 
be preserved from the snares of the enemies, and 
though he fall seven times, he riseth again — this is 
the Spirit's witness. There mnst be a contest in the 
booIb of the regenerate : and if they fall into a snare, 
from any of the three grand enemies, which do so 
make the souls of the righteous sad, there can be no 
peace mitil pardon is again proclaimed, and the efR- 
oacy of Jesns' all-cleansing bloodappliedto the stricken 
ooDflcienoe. The faithful monitor is the blessed Com- 
forter. My sold, thon shalt feel his restraining power, 
and his rebuking power, till the last ; and though 
thon fall seven limes, thou shalt rise again ; the work 
begun shall never end, but with life ; the righteous 
shall hold on their way, for the Lord is their keeper, 
and will be faithful to his word. But, my soul, 
take heed to thy steps ; if thou art taken in the 
mare, it shall be bitterness to thy heart. Watch, 
then ! oh, watch, on the right and the left, that the 
wicked triumph not over thee — that thou disgrace 
not that holy name, whereby thou art called. '* The 
wicked shall fall into mischief ; " they fall b\Lt t\«^ 
not; hut praise to thee, Lord, thon wiit \iQ\p ^q»>& 
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^ho trust thee ; thou art a wall of fire arom 
righteous ; if they are preserved^ it is thy po¥i 
they fall, thy power shall raise — so, blessed be th( 
of the Lord : " The Lord is on our side, we n 
fear what man can do unto us." " The Lord 
helper." Amen and Amen. 



May 17. — Yet lam the Lord thy God, from t 
of Egypt, and thou shalt knoto no God but m 
there is no Saviour beside me, — Hosba xiiL < 
Blessed truth — joyful news — ^glorious Scri 
And is the Q-od of Israel thy God, O my soul ? 
•canst thou say, he has been so from the 1 
Egypt, and truly do I believe "There is no G 
thee, and beside thee there is no Saviour.^' ( 
Gk)d, while bound by the bonds of Satan, in c 
land of Egyptian darkness, there should I hi 
mained, if thou hadst not been the Lord n 
from everlasting. Was not thy being broug 
of the darkness of Egypt, into the glorious 
light, the effect of thy God, thy Saviour's love 
Lord, or I should never have tasted redeemii 
or known the power of thy grace. There is i 
but the Gt>d of Israel ; there is no Savio 
Ohrist, the Son of the living God; there 
teacher in the ways of holiness but the H0I3 
— ^and these Three are One ; Jehovah, Israel's 
Kedeemer — Sanctifier ; the God revealed t 
Jesus Christ, by the Spirit's power, quid 
•enlightening, and setting apart. 

JesQs ! all praise to sovereign grace ! 

From grace we enter glory ; 
Then shall we see thy glorions face, 

And cast our crowns before thee. 
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lY 18. — That ye he not dothfulf hut foUower$ of 
)hem who through faith and patience inherit the 
promises, — Heb. vi. 12. 

'' In your patience possess ye your souls," were the 
rds of the blessed Bedeemer ; and thou knowest 
i need, O Lord, thy people still have of the 
Qionition. Here are the words of the apostle, 
ie ye followers of them who through faith and 
denoe inherit the promises.'' This is predouB 
x>uragement to those who have their patience 
led into exercise. My soul, reflect, meditate on 
8 — ^to inherit the promises I What are the pro- 
ses P The great promise is, eternal life, pro- 
red by Jesus for his people, and they, through 
th, lay hold of it, and in patience wait for it; 
1 this eternal life was treasured up in the Son 
God from all eternity. The first promise to 
r sinning parents, ''Thy seed shall bruise the 
pant's head," is verified in Christ Jesus ; and the 
thful, who are gone before, inherit that for which 
»y longed — " They had no abiding city here, but 
id in faith looking for that city whose maker and 
ilder is Gk>d." Abraham saw the day of the Lord, 
)ugh far off, and was glad. And are these promises 
r thee, my soul ? Oh, yes, yes ! if thou '' hast fled 
r refuge to the hope set before thee," and have cast 
ine anchor on the eternal Rock, which is both sure 
d steadfast, thy frail bark shall never founder 
\h this anchor for thy soul ; tempests may shatter, 
>ve after wave may pass over thee, quicksands and 
irlpools affright thee ; but ** be not dismayed, / am 
J God," in patience possess ye your soul, and when 
ne appointed time is come, thou shalt follow those 
o throu^ii faith and patience inherit tlie pTOXii\B»&\ 
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fhey looked, and thon must look, tinto Jesus, tii< 
antiior and finiaher of our faith. '^ Glory to thee, C 
God Most High ! '' 



May 19. — But the anointing which ye have received % 
him abideth in you, and ye need not that amy mm 
teach you, — 1 John ii 27. 
And what, my sotd, can this anointing be, but tiia 
of the Holy Spirit — ^the '* unction from the Hoi; 
One" (ver. 20) — the teaching of the Comforter whid 
gnideth into all tmth ; and what is this abiding, bnti 
confirmation of the blessed words of our Lord him 
self — "My sheep shall never perish'*— "Abide ii 
me, so shall ye bring forth much fruit ? " Oh, it i 
most blessed to view the certainty of the Spirit 
teaching ; we need not that any man teach us, wha 
led by this Holy Teacher, who truly teacheth not a 
man teacheth — and wJuxt man cannot teach. No ma 
can show his fellow man the depths of the iniquity fi 
his heart ; there is no power short of the Holy Spiii 
which can reveal the inward depravity, and bring ilk 
soul to a heart-felt humiliation before a holy God 
And, O my soul, what cause for thankfulness to ill] 
poor unstable nature, that this anointing shall aldde 
*' even as it hath taught you ye shall abide in him"- 
abide in him — in Jesus — ^little children (of graoe 
taught, by the anointing, '' that when he shall appeal 
we may have confidence, and not be ashamed beforf 
him at his coming." Oh, that we may hail thee, tiioi 
glorious Redeemer, '^ Lord of all," rejoice in tb] 
second coming, and, when thou appearest as tii( 
Judge of all the earth, we, thy Church, thy blood- 
bought family, through the teaching, anointing, abid 
ing, indwelling of t^ie Bjc^^ Cyaa,^^ ^^aa&dbefon 
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ibee, and not be afraid — shall love thy appearing, to 
give us our crowns of righteonsness, procured by thine 
own infinite holiness and merit — then shall we see all 
eQemies finally conquered. Oh, blessed day ! glorious 
ykkury of our all-conquering Jesus ! Satan, sin, death, 
neknesB, sorrow — all, all, for ever, overcome, and the 
Lord from heaven, the first-bom from the dead of 
many brethren, shall reign with his saints gloriously. 
My aoul, again shout, victory to the Lord God Om- 
nipotent, who reigneth, and shall reign for ever and 
ever. Amen. 



May 20. — / wiU lift up mine eyes unto the hillSy 8fc, — 

Psalm cxxi. 

There is not one verse of this precious, holy, little 

MQg that my soul cannot read and re-read, with de- 

Bght. If ancient Israel could realize such blessed- 

B6H and such promises when travelling to their 

evthly Jerusalem, canst not thou, my soul, under the 

Qointing revealed in thy last meditation, rejoice that 

ttou art travelling, by degrees, to thy heavenly Jeru- 

ideni ; and that thou hast, by this anointing, been 

^ht from whom oometh thy help ? Hath not thine 

^r^of faith been led to look up to the eternal Rock ? 

Vkd canst thou realize the sweet, the blessed promises, 

^t thy foot shall never be moved ? And mark, my 

^ that behold— ''Behold he that keepeth Israel '* 

^yea^ the spiritual as well as the temporal Israel, 

'^ shall neither slumber nor sleep.** The Lord is thy 

beeper — ^thy shade — to preserve thee from all evil by 

^g^t and by day ; and, oh, more than all, he shall 

^feserve thy soul ! Precious words — blessed promises! 

nd doubly blessed to realize the comfort, experimen- 

illy in tba heart— truly to believe that the Loid ^«XV 

o 
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Mat^L— /nZTyoBi Oewirtm^ of the Lord 6 
I wiE mtmbe tmemiim of t4y ri^hieoumess, em 
time ody.— PsAUi hnri 16. 
Hmppyj hMppj state for a sinning mortal to 
farongln to ! Oh, my soul, if thoa dost realize t 
them shah nerer be oonfoonded! Thoaartcastdo 
dismayed, overcome, when than art gmng and dc 
in thine own stro&gth : bnt if thon canst sayi ai 
times, nnder all drcomstanoes, in all trials, '' I wil 
in the strengtli of the Lord God," thoa wilt hav( 
earthly things nnder thy feet. He that gives thee f 
to make nae of the promise, will also give the stret 
to act npon it ; and when thon hast found thine* 
stroigth perfect weakness, thon shalt find thst 
Lord Gk)d is perfect strength — infinite strength ; 
when thon canst travel on in the strength of the L 
throngh this wilderness, every burden will beo 
light, every trial a joy,and ever3rthing that weans ' 
from earth, and gives thee nearer views of thy ete 
rest, will be causes for praise and thanksgiving ; 
sure thou art that no hope could abide of obt 
ing that rest, ii thon coxilds^ ukske mention of 
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nghteonsness but that of the Lord God ; and this 
rigliteotisnefls is that of God thy Father, given to thy 
naked soul through Jeans, his best-beloved and first- 
born; for mark well — thon, a sinful creature, from thy 
bead to thy foot, polluted in thy ways, and prone to 
evil, art only seen by a holy God, as thou standest in 
JeBQg. Grafted into that holy Vine, thou art a branch 
of righteousness, accepted in the Beloved, and made 
mamfest to thyself and the world by the regenerating 
power of the Holy Spirit, by which alone the soul, 
dead in sin, can be quickened into life — a new life — 
and brought to believe in Jesus to the saving of the 
lonl. Oh, for a sinner, a mortal man, whose heart is 
tBtranged from God's holy laws and ways, to plead 
any righteousness in himself for acceptance with God ! 
Oh, it is monstrous I but not strange, for fallen man, 
iHio ia bom blind; and those have double sin who say, 
"We see," and yet remain blind to their own sin, and 
tile needed righteousness of God. Oh, my soul, do 
tiion stand in the strength of the Lord God, for no 
o&er strength will aught avail, neither will other 
righteousness serve thee when thou standest before a 
Clod of holiness. Jesus is made unto thee, of God, 
aD, all, for time and eternity. 



Hay 22, — JVherein ye greatly rejoice, though now, for 

a season, if needs be, ye are in heaviness, through 

mamfold temptations, — 1 Peter i. 6-9. 

What a portion for thy meditation, my soul! Holy 

Spirit, help me to read, to think, to write, for the 

ioqI'b profit, for without thy application all will be in 

^ ; lead me to look up unto him from whom cometh 

dy help, for this alone can enable the soul greatly to 

^oe^ when under manifold temptations. It \& ot\i 

o ^ 



May 23. — I wiU both lay me down in peace, anidufi 
for thou, Lord, ovdy makeit me to dwell in ati^etif.^ 
Psalm iv. 8. 

In a two-fold sense am I led to see this text ; io 
each my soul must acknowledge that the realizing 
originates in the faith — the precious faith, set forth io 
the last meditation ; iox ^\i«^Q£ \\>\s^ >^ib vl^oy of 
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as we can view Jesus, " that the trial of faith heoomeB 
more precious than gold, though it be tried with fire, 
that it may be found unto honour, and praise, and 
glory at his appearing.'' My soul, canst thou say, 
whom having not seen you love — ^in whom, though ] 
now you see him not, yet believing, you rejoice, with 3 
joy unspeakable and full of glory — ^hoping to reoeive 
the end of your faith, even the salvation of your soolf 
To whom can we flee, at all times, but unto Jeras? 
and more especially are we driven to that eternal 
refuge under trials. To whom can we look, in whom 
hope, on whom rest, in whom rejoice, but in Jem 
alone? Can the world, or self, or our fellow-man, 
give joy to the soul when faith is tried — yea, tried in 
the furnace? when if needs-be, bowed down ^tii 
heaviness, it is Jesus alone, '' whom, not having seen 
we love," that can speak peace and joy to the aoalt 
under trials the world knows nothing of. 

Blessed Lord, give me the faith to look entirely to 
thee ! to rest on thee and thy finished work — ^thy im- 
mutable word — ^thy sovereign will — thy priestly office 
— thy adopting love — at all times ; that I may believe 
thee when I have not a spiritual sight of thee, and 
rejoice in thee, praise and bless thee for triab, for 
which there is assuredly a needs-be, " seeing the 
of my faith, even the salvation of my soul ! '' 
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or the sleep of death, a sinner can only find peace, 
«nd feel safety as the eye of faith is directed to the 
Lord Jesus, in whom only we see revealed the One 
Jehovah, the Lord of Hosts of ancient Israel — their 
Ineper, who ever waketh to watch when his creatnrea 
«te iosensible to the dangers by which they are inr- 
Tounded. Not only in the time of sleep, but with the 
natural eye open, multitudes pass through this life, aa 
in asleep, unconscious of the manifold dangers around 
them, and insensible to the eye that never slumbereth 
norsleepeth ; and even the Lord's Israel are too un- 
nundfol of the preventing care of their Qtxl, and the 
wntinaed watchfulness of his eye ; but they do know, 
Lord, that it is thou only that makest them dwell 
in safety, and through thee only can they lie down in 
peace, and sleep. Lord, grant to thy members, who 
lui7e it not, a sweet realizing of thy continued pre« 
>enoe, when lying down to sleep in time, or to sleep 
^e sleep of death ! Gracious Lord, grant to my soul 
^ blessed reality of being sensible to the watchful 
sye which protects me by night and by day I Oh, 
^t I may ever feel that it is the Lord that keepeth 
nie in safety when I sleep ! and when brought to the 
^^ of death it may not be an insensible peace, but 
^t peace flowing from thyself to a broken-hearted 
"inner, to whom thou hast spoken peace, in mercy, by 
^e blood of Jesus, which hath blotted out all sin, and 
^nrayed the regenerated soul in his spotless robe, 
which neither sin nor death can destroy — this is the 
P*M3e which will stand eternity, " for thou. Lord, onli/ 
^eth me to dwell in safety.'' 
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Mat 24. — And Moses spake unto the Itord, sayingt 2e( 
the Lord, the God of the spirits of aU fleshy td » 
man over the congregation. — ^Num. xxvii. 16, 16. 
''And Moses spake unto the Lord!" Whatao 
example has the Church in this servant of the God of 
Israel under the law ! Oh, my soul, would that thoa 
spake of tener to the Lord ! and that thou never took 
one step without seeking counsel from him I A.ndhoir 
interesting is the request of Moses ! his anxious oon- 
oern to leave his people with a faithful leader, is well 
worthy of the imitation of the ministers and servantJ 
of God. But the New Testament Israel musfc look 
beyond and above an earthly guide to lead them; and, 
blessed be " the Lord, the God of the spirits of all 
flesh,'' he hath provided a greater than Joshua, to 
bring them into the heavenly Canaan — he hath set a 
man indeed over the congregation, who will go in and 
out before them, lead them out, and bring them in» 
that they be not as sheep having no shepherd Oil, 
it is a mercy for the congregation of the Lord to have 
the man Christ Jesus for their great and eternal 
Shepherd, who, being God as well as man, ever liveth 
to guide them through the wilderness, and over th* 
Jordan, and gives them his Holy Spirit, to oomforfc 
and sustain them on the way. Oh, thou blessed 
Shepherd of thy sheep, keep us looking up to, and 
leaning on, thyself alone as our only Shepherd, foUow- 
ing thy faithful Spirit-taught ministers, according as 
they follow thee and thy truth; send, if it be thy wiH 
more of thy faithful gospel servants into the vineyard, 
true as thy law-servant, Moses, that they may often 
speak unto thee for their flock; and may the flock be 
led by thee to speak for thy under shepherds; and all 
shall be to the praiae aiid g\Qit^ cH ^«*iK«c^^n,and 
ifol^ Spirit, Three PeTaoxxa'mCyxife^^JOTas^^^^^^^ 
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. — BtU ye, belovedy building up yourselves an 
nost holy faith, praying in the Holy Ohostt 
yowrseives in the love of Oody looking for the 
' of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal Ufe, — 
20,21. 

i a preoionB transition, my soul, it ia to pais 
9 law to the gospel — from shadows to snb- 
-from Moses to Christ ! the one tjrpifying, the 
Ifilling — the one showing the ministration of 
, which was glorious, the other that of the 
irhich far exceeded in glory — one, the law- 
le other the liaw-fnlfiller — one a faithful ser- 
mmanding, ** Do this, and ye shall live,*' the 
Son, the Ileir, the Surety, the Husband, 
b even unto death for his Church, and for her 
ing the holy requirements of the law of Moses ; 
the cross, crying, " It is finished." The Spirit 
B, ''Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
> saved." Oh, my soul, is not this attending 
admonition of ''Jnde, the servant of Jesus 
" Is not this our holy faith, to believe in the 
Jesus, and that he is all-in-all P And mark 
3 following words, "praying in the Holy 
which, my soul, is the only effectual praying, 
subject for meditation follows I " Keep your 
I the love of God, looking for the mercy of our 
I8U8 Christ unto eternal life." This must be 
stant aim, my soul — keeping thyself in the 
^ blessedness of the love of God, watching for 
oy of Jesus, which terminates in eternal life ; 
o him must thou look, who is able to keep you 
9ierve you faultless, the only wise God and 
, to whom be glory and majesty, domimoxv wA 
low and ever. A men. 
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May 26. — And Jehoshaphat feared, and set Mnae^ i» 
ieek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughcdd 
Judah, — 2 Ohbon. xx. 3, and following veEseB. 
It is, my soul, very delightful to **read, mark, 2eani, 
and inwardly digest " the Holy ScriptnTes — to derive 
benefit therefrom in establishing the faith, aad by 
warning or example striving to beware, or indtiiig 
to practise. Without a spiritual and practical benefit 
the word of God is only a dead letter, only fnmishins 
the head with knowledge, and leaving the heart barren 
and unfniitfnl. Holy Spirit, help the meditation or 
this portion, for assuredly there is much for serioa 
reflection, godly example, and soul comfort Wha 
an example have we in the king of Judah ! He greati^ 
feared the vast multitude of enemies that was oomiof 
to invade his land, the land the Lord had given to hi 
father Abraham, ''thy friend," he pleads. Doe 
Jehoshaphat seek the counsel of man — does he Bem 
to Egypt for help, or even to his sister-kingdom 
Israel ? No I he had the wisdom which is not of thi 
world ; he calls the men of Judah together, pro 
claims a fast, and sets himself *' to seek the Lord;' 
and how touching and beautiful the supplication a 
the throne of his GK>d, the King of kings ! How h< 
acknowledges his supremacy, his power, his foimei 
acts, and the impotence of the people — " We havenc 
might, neither know we what to do ; but our eyes an 
up unto thee/' Then follows the comfort from the 
Lord's messenger, " Be not afraid nor dismayed at 
this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, M 
Gods ! '^ Here is the result of trusting in the Lard, 
and seeking him. Nor was it a promise without a 
fulfilment — the words of (lodare''yea andameo" 
— the enemies ireTe aVaoxi, «si^ ^\y^»^ ^floaisnl 
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spcdlB. Oh, my soul, thou must apply it spiritually ! 
thy enemies, are they not as the hosts of Moab and 
Ammon ? To overoome them thou must seek the Lord 
vA his strength. Oh, praise him for meroies past — 
tmsfe him for trials to come ! and give him all the 
glory for all the oonquests ; and ever remember, in 
4iU thy victories, '* the battle is not your$, but Gkxl's.^ 
Praise his glorious name I 



May 27.— 7%ott shdU fear the Lord thy God: him 

Hudt thou ierve, and to him shalt thou cleave, and 

wear hy his name. He is thy praise, and he is thy 

Oody that hath done for thee these great and terrible 

tkin^ which thme eyes have seen, — Deut. x. 20, 21. 

It is one of the great privileges of the gospel that 

^Mae by Jesus Christ, that a sinner can approach 

Ood with filial love, mixed with godly fear, having 

i^ved the spirit of adoption, by the work of the 

Boiy Spirit upon the soul ; and I cannot but again 

^ifiw the distinction from the law given by Moses — 

^ yet a sweet accordance ; the one literal the 

other spiritual. To fear, and to serve, and to cleave 

to the Lord, through Jesus, is xmder a spirit of love 

vhose service is freedom, and communion a high 

privilege, and no longer a mere duty ; and most 

iteetly, my soul, canst thou, by Jesus Christ, re- 

liearse the words of Moses, '^ He is thy praise, and 

he is thy God, that hath done for thee great and 

terrible things, which thine eyes have seen.'' Yes, 

sad the heart has felt, too, tiie great things done 

for a sinner; Jesus, thy praise and thy God, who 

•only can pardon, who only could atone ; and praise, 

through an eternity, must be to God in Christ Jesus 

<mr Lord Amao, Amen, 
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BfAT 28. — For to me to live is Chritt, and to die iig 

Phujppians i. 21. 

There can be but one more blessed state than 
frame of mind which dictated these words of 
apostle — dictated and inflnenoed, we wonld say, 
the H0I7 Spirit. What a blessed state of expeiiei 
indeed, to say from the heart, ** For me to liv 
Christ, and to die is gain ! " 

The apostle not only send, but did, and suffer 
he lived Christ — he preached Christ — ^he foUo^ 
Christ — he gloried in Christ — he counted all oi 
knowledge but dross and dung — and he could dc 
things through Christ strengthening him ; and 
not this, my soul a blessed state for mortal mai 
attain unto ? and yet Paul could see, by the eyt 
faith, a far more blessed state; and, to him, n 
desirable. We can scarcely fancy a more ba 
position than to live, Christ-like, dead to this wc 
and all its dying vanities — to be heavenly-min< 
keeping the flesh in subjection to the Spirit, 
walking in the spirit of love. But Paul bdi( 
'* to die was gain '* — ^far better to depart and be ^ 
Christ. Happy experience ! Surely Paul must 1 
felt the highest state of felicity this earth can c 
to a sinning son of Adam; to have the lov 
Christ shed abroad in the heart — to be so hi( 
honoured in his Master's cause — to be cradfiei 
the world, and yet to feel that " to die was gai 
What could cause the apostle thus to feel? 
own words testify to the mind that was in 1 
First, he felt truly that he was in a body of 
and death, which made him cry, " Oh, wretched 1 
that I am ! " and then he looked forward to i 
one fax happier state, wVietftj^^TCJVMgtv ^^\a<^ 
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bis Lord, he expected to have a glorious body, a 

Grown of glory, and to dwell for ever with hia 

adorable Lord, free from sin and every earthly dog. 

Oh, happy, happy state ! 

To leave for ever a poor sinning clod, 
To dwell for ever with a holy God ; 
To leave for ever earth's polluted things ; 
To reign for ever with the King of kings ! 

May 29. — My soul, wait thou only upon God, for my 
fxpeetatian is from him. — Psalm Ixii. 5, and three 
following verses. 

My soul, read over and over these words of the 
Psalinist, and question thyself whether it be thy ex- 
perience; meditate upon them and ask the Holy 
Spirit to apply them with his quickening power, so 
tiiat thou mayest/ce^ and profit, by really meditating. 
To wait only upon God — to have thy expectation 
ijpoii him — he only to be thy rock and salvation, thy 
^61106) so that thou shalt not be moved ; in God, 
%«alvation and glory ; thy rock and the strength of 
% refage to be in God — ^to trust in him at all times 
—^to pour out your heart before him, for God is a 
'^ge for us. What can be added to this ? Pages 
™ght be written upon each sentence, without appli- 
c^tionor profit ; while, meditating upon these inspired 
''ordsof the Psalmist, with application to the soul by 
"^ same heavenly Teacher, may bring profit, comfort, 
■^ngth, faith, hope, love, peace, joy, and number- 
IsflB spiritual blessings, which cannot be enumerated, 
''hile led to view, in the God of Israel, David^s hope, 
expectation, and Eock — Gt)d made manifest in the^ 
Wi— that holy thing bom of a woman, yet without 
"^--of the seed of David, yet David's Lord. Hot^ 
banner can look with confidence on a\ioVy Qto^ — 
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in Jesns his expectation and hope are oomplete. 
Deity, veiled in the manhood of Jesns^ reconciles the 
Binner to God, brings in an everlasting righteoamen, 
and; by the power of the spirit of adoption, shows the 
Binner his salvation and glory in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Oh, my soul, here is thy only refuge ! Trnat 
in him at all times thou mayest, bat in none of hii 
creatures — trust in him for erer, he is thy sure refuge 
^ — ^pour out thy heart before him, he will hear the cry 
of the destitute— he will not turn away from the 
voice of thy supplication. Ah, thou dost not tnisfc 
him enough ; he is ever willing to hear, but ^ou art 
Hot always willing to ask, nor faithful to trust, ntf 
ready to pour out thy heart before him. 

Blessed Lord, help the weakness of thine impevM 
creature, by thy Spirit ! cause me to trust thee at all 
times — ^in life, in death, for life, and immortality ; for 
grace to overcome here, and for eternal glory in ''oc 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heaveui'' 
Amen. 



May 30. — Wherefore is light given to him that u w 
miserp, and life unto the bitter in 9oul, — Job iiL ^t 
and following verses. 

It is most blessed to be able to distinguish betfreeo 
nature and grace — to behold the ways of the Lord 
with a spiritual eye. The spirit of graoe is directly 
opposed to nature ; the gracious soul will cry akM 
under spiritual trials, somewhat different from Job 
under his temporal trials, who was arguing aooonfioK 
to the flesh, and not after the Spirit. Oh, my soA 
what answer canst thou give to this exclamstioD of 
Job, who was looking at natural light and life f But 
ihou must take it apmtu»\V7,wi^^eii^QsJL'ff&«ft 
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^*^ it is to the miBerable that life is given, to make 
^m happy, and " light to the bitter in soul,'' that 
tfaey may see the atoning blood of Jesus, which speaks 
peace to the conscience, and comfort to the distressed. 
Oh, the griefs and the moanings of nature ! but grace 
pats away the whys and the wherefores, when misery 
lias been turned into joy, and eternal life is seen in 
Jesus, and a glorious light in the face of a Mediator, 
which can never be put out. Death is not sought, 
hot waited for ; and praises to God who has blessedly 
hedged in the saints, that they are safe from the 
" wild boar and roaring lion.'' The only desire grace 
has for the grave is, that the soul may be with Christ, 
and that the Lord's will may be done. My soul, thou 
dost not wish for ** safety," or '^ rest, or '* quiet, out. 
of Jesus, but m htm only ; and trouble, thou knowest, 
thy Lord said his people should have in this world ; 
but, blessed be his name, peace in himself he pro- 
mised i so lay thine hand upon thy mouth, to which 
Job was brought, and bless and praise the God of all 
thy mercies — ^the Gk)d of thy salvation, in whose hands 
thou art desirous to leave thyself, body, soul, and 
qnrit — ^f or him to send thy poor corrupt body to the 
grave in his own time, when thy released spirit shall 
tiirough grace, inherit the kingdom prepared by thine 
adorable Redeemer, for all his seed. 

Oh, for grace to be willing to wait his time, and to. 
be ready at a moment's warning, to enter the valley 
of death, fearing no evil, if Jesus be with thee, to up- 
hold, strengthen, comfort ! To thee, O Lord, be all 
{he praise, for ever and ever! 
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May 31. — Be thou my strong hahitatum, whereunto 
may ccntinuaUy resort : thou hast given cammam 
ment to save me ; for thou art my rock and my fa 
tress. — Psalm Ixxi. 3. 

What comforting words are these to the believim 
soul — ^the sin-stricken soul ! Lord Jesns, as a sinnt 
my eyes must be up unto thee, and to have peace 
must/ee/ that '^ thou art my strong habitation, where 
unto I may continually resort.'' Lord, thou art a habi 
tation for thy people, and a strong one too; thou ar 
a hiding-place from evil, moral and physical, of thJ 
life ; thy strength is infinite, and a strong habitatioi 
in truth thou art, to every naked soul, in a weai^ 
land, that has fled to this refuge, and has been brougfa 
under the shadow of thy wings : and, my soul, pr&: 
observe this, ** whereunto we may continually resort. 
There is every privilege, every blessing, treasured ir 
in Christ our Lord ; he is ever ready to assist aa* 
succour those who call upon him, though he does no 
answer according to the desires of his people, but a 
they ask in accordance with his own infinite wisdoc 
and irreversable will. If we do not '' continuaUy le 
sort " to Jesus, under all trials and temptatioDS, w 
are hindered by the flesh, or the devil, and the sin c 
•unbeUef makes us run from Jesus, mstead of resortio 
to him. *' Thou hast given commandment to save bm 
for thou art my rock and my fortress.'' Canst tho 
not, my soul, look at the everlasting covenant— ib 
promises which are yea and amen in Jesus — th* 
finished work of redemption — the hourly, daily, ye* 
eternal salvation, through the Son of God, the ho(f 
undefiled Jesus — and truly say, ^' THOU art my root 
and my fortress ; " yea, my all, for every moment of 
time^ "whereunto 1 may coii\,m\i?^'5 x^wss^^?" And 
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h€ mutt be thy only refuge for an eternity^ or ihon 
Mt be eternally cast oat of his presence ; the rooks 
«Qd hills shall be no resort — they shall not hide thee 
^hen JesDS oomes in his glory, for to HIM only oanst 
resort, to be eternally saved. Even so, Lord 
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June 1. — Cease ye from man, whose breath is in hts 
nottrHs; for wherein is he to be accounted off — 
Isaiah ii 22. 

Lord ! I would cease from all but thyself ; from 
«very creature dependence, independent of thee, I 
would " cease from man, whose breath is in his nos- 
ttla," if he were not guided by thy Spirit, and con- 
«*faiiied by thy love. I would cease from every 
«ttthly hope, or joy, or peace, if thou, my Lord 
^ my Qtody did not constitute the foundation of all : 
"iot wherein is man to be accounted of,'' independent 
<rf thee, Creator, Preserver, Redeemer ? Man, as a 
flower of the field, flourisheth for a moment, and is 
S^o ; then where is creature-peace and joy ? But the 
I^ is from everlasting to everlasting ; and, resting 
% all of hope on him, thy peace and joy shall endure 
when all things appear against thee. Thou, Lord, 
^nst work all within us ; it must be thy power to help 
08 to ''cease from man,'' and enable us to give all the 
i^f all the praise, to thee, our Qod in Christ Jesus. 



^tini 2. — But my Qod shall supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus, — 
Philippians iv. 19. 
What dotb my sonl say to this bleaaed '^TOUXVAfe^ 
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following thy last meditation ? Doth it not more fa 
tell thee to " oease from man ? " Yes, all thy need ah 
be supplied ; but not all thy desires, for thy heaver 
Father well knoweth thou hast desires of the ^ 
which are earthly^ insatiable^ unprofitable — na 
more^ would be most injurious^ if granted ; therefo 
thy God will only supply thy tieed according^ n 
soul; to his riches in glory^ and by Christ Jesus. W< 
mayest thou cease from man ; in Jesus all thy nee 
shall be (is) supplied. Oh ! eternity must reveal tl 
riches of glory, which time cannot unfold, out • 
which thy present need is supplied. If Jesus be thin 
then shalt thou have all thy need ; yes, all thy nee 
by Christ Jesus, according to his riches in gloi] 
And what is thy need ? Thy greatest need is the sa 
vation of thy soul ; and this, indeed, is richly provide 
for by, and in Christ Jesus. What canst thou ooi 
prehend, my soul, of "his riches in glory"? The 
must drop thy clay tabernacle, and see him withoi 
the veil of flesh, before his glory can be reveale 
comprehended, or enjoyed. '' Glory ye his holy nann 
let the hearts of them rejoice that seek the Lord." 



June 3. — If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, 

Lord, who shall stand? — Psalm czxx. 3-7. 

Man's iniquity — ^the Lord's forbearance ; the soi 

waiting — ^the soul watching — ^the soul hoping — areal 

and each, most beautifully set forth in these verses ( 

this little song of degrees. Ah, what mortal man sha 

stand, if the Lord mark iniquities? Not one of Adam 

fallen race. But there is forgiveness with thee ; aD 

roan is brought to fear thee with a godly fear, and lov* 

thee with a holy love, when sovereign grace reveal 

Bin, and sin drives the condLetcmsA. «Rra\. \«^ ^^i5a& ^ 
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drioet and love draws) — ^then^ then doth the booI wait 
for the Lord, and hope in his word ; yea, wait for the 
Lord more than they that watch for the morning, " I 
ioy, more than they that watch for the morning.'' How 
emphatic the repetition! ''Let Israel hope in the 
Lord" — for why P — ^for with him is mercy and plente- 
w» redemption — mercy for the most rebellious — plen- 
teoQs redemption for the chief of sinners. 

Jesus came to give life to his sheep — ^yea, that they 
might have it more abmidantly. Oh then, my sonl, 
if thou hast attained unto this plenteous redemption, 
it is all in Jesus ; if the Lord doth not mark thine 
iiuqnities, it is because thou hast found forgiveness in 
JeBQs. Oh, then, wait continually for the Lord, and 
hope in his word ! wait on him for the manifestations 
of hisbve — wait on him for the subdual of flesh — yea, 
u those who watch for the morning ; and those who 
^j watch for the morning, is it not with hope, 
uxiety, expectation, intense desire to catch the first 
S^oun of returning day P Oh, for faith's eye to be ever 
on Jesus I He may, for a season, " if needs 6c," hide 
himself behind a cloud ; then " watch, I say, more 
^ they that watch for the morning," for he is the 
ttmefor ever ; he faithfully carries on the work in the 
hewts of his redeemed, by the power of the Holy 
^irit; and however changeable man may be, Jesus is 
*h« same to-day, yesterday, and for ever. Let the 
wdeemed sinner give praise to Jehovah, Three Per- 
■ons in One immutable God. 



Juini i.—AU that the Father giveth me shaU come to 
^) ond him that comefh to me 1 will in no wise cast 
<«*^.-J0HN vi. 87. 
aerg^ my soul, is another assertion of thy bleeaeA 

If 
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Bedeemer^ which all the craft of the powers 
ness can neither deny nor gainsay, though 
and enmity may pervert : and here is a prooo 
which can neither be fully appreciated nor 
but by those who *^hnow their election o 
What a blessed reflection ! to be assured that 
of the redeemed shall perish — that aU i 
Father (in his inscrutable ways and unerring ^ 
has given to the Son (in the councils of e 
shall come to him; therefore whosoever 
(drawn by the Father, verse 44) shall in no 
cast out. No, precious, precious Lord Jesi] 
wilt not cast from thee the poor naked soul 
ready to perish — that crieth unto thee for i 
that cometh to the foot of thy cross — that i 
to thy precious blood, which deanseth from 
All that are given by the Father are drawn 
Father, and such Jesus will in no wise cast 01 
he will raise them up at the last day. 

" We crown thee Lord of all" 



June 6. — The hands of Zervhhabel have I 

foundiUion of this house ; his hands shall ak 

it ; OTid thou shdU know that the Lord of hoi 

sent me unto you, — Zbchabiah iv. 9. 

'* Faith is the gift of God ; " and great ind 

the faith of the prophet of the Lord, spea 

" he was moved by the Holy Ghost.** *' Moreo 

word of the Lord came unto me saying.'* H 

no doubts nor ifs ; and there is no question thi 

he was thus led to speak, he believed would c 

pass. Let us pause a moment on this wondro 

and then pass on to the prophecy, which o 

much more fox iae3L\\akt\oii ^JaasL ^\» ^ <:aa(]al 
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vTe might imagine. Tlie gift of faith is not con- 
lined to prophesying ; and, blessed be the God of all 
gifts, he portions out to each of his children that 
which is most for their profit and his glory. Faith's 
eye here spies the centre of all the sinner's hope-^ 
looks beyond the earthly house, and mortal Zerub- 
tabel, to view him who laid the foundation of the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and whose almighty hands 
>lttll also finish it. But let us look at it literally, we 
shall see the wonderful works of the Lord. Instru- 
inents were raised to rebuild the dilapidated 
Jeroaalem, made desolate by the enemies of the 
lord of Hosts — by him permitted for the sins, the 
erying sins of his chosen, his peculiar people. The 
lM>ly temple had been rifled of its holy vessels, and 
^^ destroyed, which never could be restored ; but 
a second temple must be erected, and though less in 
«plendom', it exceeded the first in glory, for it was to 
receive Deity veiled in flesh — it was rebuilt to receive 
Jesna, the Son of God and man— the Fulfiller of the 
»w— the one great and all-sufficient sacrifice, who is 
^ head stone of the spiritual temple, to whom, my 
•^ shout, '* Grace, grace unto it.'' 



JCIJB 6.— TVho is left among ym that saw this house-^ 
^her first glory f and how do you see it now f is it 
^ in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing ? 
^ glory of this latter house shall be greater than 
^ the former, saith the Lord of Hosts: and in this- 
P^ will I give peace, saith the Lotd of Hosts.— 
Haqgai ii. 3, 9. 
fo unpremeditated connection with the former text . 

^S^pteaenisitseJf—a oonjfirmation, al80,of tlieleai- 

p 2 
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ing of the mind — of the glory that was to be reveal^^ 
in this house, independent of outward splendour. 

All our meditations derive their profit by oaQteav 
plating, with the Spirit's application, under every 
varied form, " the desire of all nations,'' who was th^ 
hope of the first sirmer, and must be that of the lad' 
The splendour of Solomon's temple — ^the thousands, 
and tens of thousands of sacrifices — what is it all to 
a Spirit-taught sinner — a heart broken by the jost 
and holy law of God — it is " as nothing " in the eyes 
of such ; while the glory which appeared in the second 
temple is dear to their soul, and precious in their 
eyes ; that glory which brought peace by the blood 
of the cross speaketh better things than the IsWf 
given by Moses, or the sacrifices of beasts, or all the 
magnificence of Solomon or his temple, for '^s 
greater than Solomon was here," who came to 
cleanse the pollutions of the earthly temple~-ms]r0 
an end of sacrifices, by the offering of himself —foE 
the law for righteousness, being the end of the law 
to every one that believeth — rend the veil d 
the temple, and enter the holy of holies, to make 
continual intercession for all his blood-bouglit 
family. 

Blessed Lord ! in great humility thou sojourned 
here on earth ; thy manif estive glory was laid by, 
but ihe power of the Godhead was acknowledged by 
those whose hearts were not hardened by unbelief; 
.the glory thou wilt reveal at thy second coming, 
'' eye hath not seen, neither hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive," when thou comest to 
reign with thy saints gloriously. Of the heavenly 
. Jerusalem thou art the glory and the light thereof. 
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June 7. — Ami I said, Oh, that I had wings like a dove ! 
for then would Ifiee away, and be at rest. — Ps. Iv. 6. 
Oh, how often are we led (for surely the same 
Spirit teacheth the same lesson), when under trial, to 
ay out, with David, " Oh, that I had wings like a 
dove ! for then I would flee away and be at rest" 
When trials abound, creature help fails, earthly oom- 
'ortB few, idols are taken away, and perhaps prove 
^ken reeds — then, how apt are we to crave the 
^gs of the dove, to fly to our everlasting rest — our 
^e above ! But when the path is smooth, and we 
^'go softly,*' earthly consolations abound, and eternal 
glory is seen in the distance, as a sure winding up at 
tile end — then are we satisfied with our nest below 
^then are we willing to wait the Lord's time 
■^then are our wings clipped, and we glide on 
smoothly upon earth; but let the tempest come, 
sweeping away the desire of our eyes — then we cry, 
''Oh, that I had the wings of a dove ! " then would I 
flee away to my beloved Lord, where I shall know 
sorrow no more ; I would flee from my earthly bur- 
dens, to be at rest; I would flee from the trials 
which oppress me, to be with Christ, which is far 
better. But let the soft and fascinating cords of 
nature bind us to an earthly idol — let peace be in 
our dwelling, and ease encircle us, health of body 
ind prosperity of soul, walking to heaven, hand-in- 
land with those we love ; with Jesus, the One on 
rhom we depend, to whom we press on — yet are we 
leld to earth — the present joys are ours, and we 
woald sip the earthly cup till we had drained it to 
ihe last drop ; but no ! love earth too much, thy 
father sends his messengers to warn, to wean, ta 
braw thee to himself. Lord, all must be gwen \\.\y 
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for thee — earthly joy, as well as earthly woe ; we 
cannot rest in earth, when Jesus has purchased aiu/ 
prepared a heaven in himself alone. Oh, for t&0 
wings of faith, to keep me close to thee, Lorrf/ 
with these to fly to thee at all times, and wait with 
patience thine appointed hour to call me to my 
heavenly rest, without the aid of earthly wings. In 
thee, O Jesus, is my only trust ! 



June 8. — A reproof entei'eth more into a toise man 
than a hundred stripes into a fool, — Pnov. xvii. 10. 
The Scriptures point out two classes of persons, the 
righteous and the wicked — the one class ripening for 
heaven — the other for hell ; and such are distinguished 
as the mse and the foolish — the one receives the re- 
proof of the Spirit — the other remains hardened tothe 
end ; thus, " A reproof entereth more into a wise man 
than a hundred stripes into a fool.'* One gospel i« 
proclaimed — one Jesus set forth, as the only way to 
eternal life — the same peace to any that come— the 
same denunciations of wrath to all that do not ; the 
same word reaches the ear of two persons, dead in 
trespasses and sins — the reproof entereth into the 
heart of one, and he becometh wise unto salvation- 
it reaches no farther than the ear of the other, and 
he remains a fool till he finds it too late to become 
wise. Reproof upon reproof — warning after warning 
reaches his ear, yet he remains deaf, and blind, and 
indifferent to all — a hundred stripes reach not his 
heart ; and why ? Holy Spirit, thine the office to 
convince of sin, to break the stony heart, to regene- 
rate the soul : and without thy work man ^oiU not 
come to Jesus to be saved *, but to all who come to 
biin, by thee, he givea e^ietn^WMfe. 
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fB 9. — And this he said to prove him ; for he him- 
self kneto what he wotUd do. — John vi. 6. 
ly soul; thou dost see^ in this text^ the dealings of 
Lord with his people, and his own great power 
1 infinite knowledge. Thou art ejqperimentally 
ired that the Lord hath done many things " to 
ve thee/' and thon canst not doubt that '' he him- 
knew what he would do/' He sends trials to 
ve thee — darkness of soul to prove thee — permits, 
an to tempt to prove thee — leaves thee to flesh, 
lelf , thine own evil heart and wajrward will, to 
ve thee — all, all to prove thy faith in, and thy love 
thy sovereign Lord, and rightful Master. " But 
knoweth what he will do." Philip, in answer to 
Lord's question, says, " Two hundred pennyworth 
>read is not sufficient for them," as if he despaired 
he multitude being quieted ; but Jesus performs a 
acle, to feed them with the bread of this world, and 
Is them away. " The multitude followed Jesus be- 
ie they saw the miracles which he did on ^hem 
b were diseased." They were satisfied with the food 
their mortal bodies ; and though they said, " This 
I a truth that prophet," and wanted to make him 
ng, they did not ask for that bread of life which 
IS alone could give. But he manifested his Al- 
hty power to the gazing multitude and his adoring 
iples ; and he will perfect that which concemeth 
people— correct them for their profit, chastise 
n in love, prove them in whatever way he 
)8eth, and finally bring them to glory. 



IB 10. — M^ dove, my undeJUed is hut one» — 

Solomon's Song vi. 9. 
i JB a moat bleaaed view, to see the onenea^ ol ^^ 
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Church, and the love of Christ to his church— his 
mystical body — " his dove, his undefiled " — for whom 
he shed his blood, to cleanse her from all sin— whom 
he has clothed in his own perfect righteousness, to 
present her " faultless at his Father's throne." It is 
a blessed union with Headandmembers — a oneness— 
a fulness — a completeness — all settled independent of 
those for whom such blessings have been wrought; 
the Father has given to the Son — the Son has 
redeemed all that are given — the Holy Ghost shall 
quicken all that are redeemed. Christ's body is per- 
fect, the members complete in number, undefiled m 
the sight of the Father, and shall inherit the kingdom 
prepared by Jesus before the foundation of the world. 
Ye people, praise ye the Lord. 



June 11, — That he might present it to himself a glorwv* 

Church, — Eph. v. 27. 
My soul, thou art again led into a delightful con- 
nection with the Old Testament and the New— the 
apostle in the one confirming the prophet in the 
other ; Christ and his Church is the theme of each 
— the one speaking in figure, the other literally. 
Although those who died in faith, expecting him 
who was to come, are equally blessed in glory, yet 
blessed are we under the new dispensation, for we 
see what the fathers prophesied of — we have the sub- 
stance, they had only the shadows — they had the 
law by which to live, which proved a letter of con- 
demnation — we have " Christ, the end of the law 
for righteousness to them that believe," so that 
" there is no condenmation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh (which 
pro&teth. nothing), but after the Spirit," which 
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qoickeneth; "The letter killeth, but the Spirit 

maketh alive." Christ brake down the barrier 

between Jew and Gentile — opened the gate of 

righteonsness — so loved his Church, " his dove, his 

undefiled," as to give himself to die for her — " to 

sanctify and cleanse it, to present it to himself a 

glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, but to 

be holy, and without blemish." Thus, he loved his 

Church from everlasting — has completely justified 

her ; and the just shall live by faith in the Son of 

God — every member shall be quickened by the 

Spirit, — not one can be left out — Grace paves the 

way to glory, and Jesus has prepared and procured 

for his bride what the angels desire to look into — 

salvation from sin, pardon of all iniquity, and life 

everlasting ; sinners dead in sin made alive, brought 

to repentance with a broken heart and in a contrite 

spirit, to forsake sin and walk in the way of holiness, 

looking unto Jesus, the object of their hope and 

love. Oh, my soul, rejoice, — rejoice in in the Lord ! 

give unto Jesus (the only Mediator) the honour due 

unto him; praise him for his work of love, and 

glorify the God of thy salvation. Amen. 



June 12. — Yea^ thou heardest not ; yea, thou knewest 

not J yea, from that timej that thine ear loaa not 

opened: for I knew that tlwu wouldest deal very 

treacheromlyj and toast called a transgressor from 

the womb, — Isaiah xlviii. 8. 

Meditate, my soul, over this Scripture, and thou 

wilt certainly perceive that it cannot be confined to 

the literal Israel ; is it not applicable to the spiritual 

Israel, the Church of Christ, his own mystical body, 

** ordained before the foundation of the world, axA 
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to every individual member of that body? Tea, 
trace thine own life from the womb^ and art thou 
not aure the Lord may speak to thee in the same 
language that he spake to the Church of old? "Tea, 
thou heardest not, thou knewest not ; from that time 
thine ear was not opened, for I knew thou wouldeit 
deal very treacherously, and wast called a transgres- 
sor from the womb." Dost thou not remember 
when thou wert spiritually deaf and blind, without 
knowledge ? and did not the Lord know all oonoern-" 
ing thee ? and art thou not very certain thou wert 
a transgressor from the womb ? Oh, grace, grace ! 
that has spared Jacob, has saved Israel, pardoned 
rebels, sanctified the unholy, justified sinners, 
brought back the treacherous, restored transgresson, 
and saved them freely ! 



June 13. — Tkou wilt keep him in perfect peace what 
mind is stayed on thee, because he trusteth in thee.-- 
Isaiah xxvi. 3. 

Here is a truth uttered by the heaven-inspired pro- 
phet, to which every heaven-born soul must surely aet 
to their seal. Some may exclaim, '' Ah, but I am not 
in perfect peace." Thy mind, then, is not stayed upon 
the Lord, because thou dost not trust in him ; for it is 
as certain as that the word of God is true, that the 
Lord will keep them mpej-fect peace whose minds are 
stayed upon him. All fear, distress, vexing, wishing, 
restlessness, pining, impatience, rebellion, &c., are the 
ofiPsprings of flesh, and keep the mind from perfect 
peace ; but to be stayed upon the Lord quiets all the 
fleshy progeny, and keeps the mind in perfect peace. 
Yea, my soul, peace when under trials — when all 
tbinfrg appear a.gain&t t\iee\ \\veiv\^\Xvfe\x\a!LCk^ihY 
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faith and trust in the Lord ; then does the Lord mani- 
Jett himself as thy great Deliverer ; but when we do 
not trust him, we are driven about with every puff 
that is against us, tossed to and fro, cast down at 
every trial, fretful with every trifle — anjrfching and 
everything but acting under the influence of the 
blessed admonition in the succeeding verse, " Trust 
ye in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is 
everlasting strength." Holy Spirit, apply these words 
with power unto my soul — not only to believe, but 
belp me to realize them continually, so that I may 
not be overcome by the numerous enemies " which 
knrt and assault the soul." For ever is the Lord to 
be trusted, and in him is everlasting strength ! Oh, 
the immutability of Jehovah ! the blessedness of 
Scripture promises, when the Comforter " takes of the 
things of Jesus and shows them unto us !" Lord, our 
eyes are up unto the; keep our hearts with thee, and 
then assuredly we shall be ever trusting thee and thy 
strength, Lord Jehovah. 

June 14. — Tliefre hath no temptation taken you hut 
mch as is common to man. — 1 Con. x. 13. 
How frequently do we fancy that our own trials and 
temptations are greater than those of our brethren, 
and that they differ in quality as well as degree ; but 
what saith the apostle ? " There hath no temptation 
taken you but such as is common to man." And what 
is the cheering promise added ? " God is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are 
able, but will make a way to escape." Precious Lord, 
thy word is faithfulness itself ; and most true it is, 
that thou givest all things needful for thy ohiidtevi. 
When weak in tbemaelves then are they lao^t «V)Toxi^ 
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in thee; when ready to faint thou bearest them on 
eagle's wings; when passing through the waters ttum 
art with them; when in the fire they shall not bec(m- 
sumed, for thou art there — they shidl be tried, but not 
destroyed — ^purged, to bring forth fruit to thy glory 
and thy praise, Lord. 



June 15. — Be not far from fne, for trovhle is netsr: 
for there is none to help, — Psat.m xxii. 11. 
This pathetic appeal may surely be the cry (rf b©- 
believers, when, like the glorious head of the Chuidi, 
" they are in heaviness through manifold temptationB." 
This Psalm is evidently prophetical of the experience 
of the Lord Jesus, when under the sufferings he passed 
through in his human nature, when the power of the 
Godhead was withdrawn, and the malice of men and 
devils was let loose upon him. If the head endnred 
such agonies for sinful man, well may the members 
be content to bear their light afflictions. " Be not far 
from me, for trouble is near ; for there is none to 
help." Has not this been the cry of many poor 
afflicted believers? has not this ardent supplication 
issued from the ?i€aj't of the tried members of the 
mystical body, the spiritual Israel ? And who, in 
times of trouble, can help as the Lord? who, like the 
Lord, ever near to help ? We look in vain, on the 
right and on the left, and " there is none to help. 
Often, in times of trouble, man withdraws ; and some- 
times "vain is the help of man." There can be 
neither comfort nor help but from the Lord, as there 
is none to help, neither is there any that can help. 
My soul, look then alone unto the God of thy con- 
tinual salvation I Let thy prayer be unceasingly, "B^ 
not far from luel" yea, ai\. »X\. >3CKissi^^ 'whether in 
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I or out of trouble^ thou dost still require thy 
) be near — ^thou dost still want the supporting 
le watchful eye of Omnipotence^ to keep thee 
1 preserve thee from evil at all times, 
holy Jesus suffered for the sins of his people — 
ast for the unjust ** — the holy for the unholy — 
less for the sinful ; he bore the scoffs and revil- 
men without a murmur^ whilst thou^ my soul^ 
t down, and full of rebellion, at mere trifles, 
y clay tabernacle is of the earth, earthy — Jesus 
Lord from heaven ; thou art all wealmess — he 
trength, and all thy glory is that Jesus is ''all 
vation, and all thy desire." 



L6. — Woe unto them that are wise in their own 
, and prudent in their ovm sight ! — Isaiah v. 21. 
r many are the woes pronounced in Scripture ! 
f soul, canst thou search thy heart to see if 
rt wise in thine own eyes ? If thou art, thou 
ot come, poor, and blind, and naked, to Jesus ; 
lent in thine own sight, thou art not come ''up 
tie wilderness leaning on thy Beloved" — nor art 
aade perfect in weakness, that thou mayest be 

in the Lord — nor hast thou been taught by 
>ly Spirit that Jesus came to call sinners to re- 
ice, and to rescue such as be of a contrite spirit 
oken heart. Lord, I confess myself to be a 

from the very depth of my heart, and that I 
othing but what thou bestoweth. The wisdom 
1 is foolishness with theej and woe unto him 
tariveth with his Maker I Woe unto them which 
9od evil and evil good, light darkness and 
3S8 light I Woe unto you, scribes, Pharisees, 
rites^how canye escape the damnation oi \ie^^ 
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Woe, woe, woe unto you who choose the evil and reject 
the good I who are wise in the wisdom of this worli, 
but ignorant of the foolishness of the cross I Woe 
unto you who deny the sovereignty of the Spirit, and 
the necessity of a new birth ! Woe unto you who are 
wise in your own eyes, so that ye cannot spiritually 
see spiritual things ; are prudent in your own sight; 
so that ye need not the garment of salvation, the 
spotless robe of Jesus, to hide your filthy rags from 
the pure eyes of Jehovah ! Woe unto all who are not 
in the true Vine, who are not of the Father's plant- 
ing ! Jesus crucified was to the Greeks foolishness, 
and to the Jews a stumbling-block; but, to them that 
are saved, the power of God and the wisdom of God. 



Junk 17. — Thine, O Lord, is the ffreatness, and the 
power, and the glory, and the victory, and the nuyjesty. 
1 Chbon. xxix. 11, and following verses. 
My soul, read again and again these words of the 
King of Judah speciaUy — the King of all Israel col- 
lectively — the chosen of God — the man after God'a 
heart — the head of the royal seed — the progenitor of 
the promised Messiah — he who was David's Iiord,yet 
David's offspring ; say, what but Divine inspiration 
could break forth in such exalted strains, such mag- 
nificent aspirations to the great God. Read, I say) 
these words attentively, and if thou art not lifted up 
with holy fervour, there is surely a lack of the Spirit's 
application. But what does David say ? Who am I, 
and what is my people, that we should be able to offer 
so willingly after this sort? **for all things come oftheey 
and of thine ovm have we given thee,^ Here is the 
whole mystery. The Lord himself must sanctify the 
offeTing by his Spirit, to Tetidst \t acceptable ; the 
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vane Spirit must apply to the sonl the precious words 

of Scripture; to make them profitable — all that goes 

to the Lord must come from the Lord, who is the 

giver of every good and perfect gift ; and he alone 

can make his people serve him willingly, or offer the 

nerifice of a willing heart, made so in the day of his 

power. 

To God, the Lord Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit, 
be all the praise, for ever and ever ! Nothing can be 
•Med by mortal pen to the words of David, for if thy 
beart be not warmed, thy soul raised heaven-ward, 
to Bee, by faith, the glory, the majesty, the great- 
Dflw, the power of the God of Israel, the Divine dew 
of the Spirit resteth not upon thee, which alone can 
beetow a heavenly savour. 






June 18. — And ahotU the time of forty years suffered 

he their manners in the wilderness. — ^AcTS xiii. 18. 

Holy Spirit, I pray thee to make a self-application 

^ these words unto my soul, that I may profit there- 

^ ! See here a type of the Church of Christ, and, 

in the rebellious Israelites, a figure of every member ; 

*Qd osQst thou see thyself f Did not the Lord suffer 

% nuumers for more than forty years ? And does 

be not suffer the manners of all the seed during the 

%6 they remain spiritually dead ? And has he not 

to suffer with their — with thy — manners after being 

brought into the kingdom of grace P Down, down, 

^th self to the very dust, before thy Lord, and let 

Jesns be highly extolled for the great things he hath 

^ione for a rebellious people. If the Lord deal with 

^hee aooording to thy merit, thou art eternally lost ; 

^ thou presumest to come before him, in thy sins or 

thy righteousness, thy sentence will be, ""De^wX, 



224 JUNE. 

from me ye cursed ! " Lord, this I believe, there- 
fore come I naked nnto thee for thy glorious gannent 
of salvation; that I may stand before thee as my 
Judge, and plead thy blood, thy righteousness alone. 
Be deeply humbled, my soul, with the forbearing 
sufferance of a holy God, to whom thou canat 
approach only through a Mediator. The eye of faith 
must look unto Jesus as the sin-atoning Lamb, the 
justifying God. Oh, for the Spirit's help, to crave 
his forbearance, and to come a needy beggar to the 
throne of grace, where Jesus stands to plead thy 
self-renouncing cause, by virtue of his precious blood, 
which cleanseth from all sin ; and all-sufEcient meril^ 
which stops all creature-boasting, and gives him aD 
the praise. 



JcNB 19. — And he said unto them, Why are ye so fear- 
ful f How is it that ye have no faith? — MABKiv.40. 
We now come, as it were, into the presence of our 
Lord, in the relation of the events which occurred 
when he tabernacled upon earth : we see him in his 
human nature sleeping as man ; we hear the storm 
roaring — the waves beating into the ship, so that it 
was nearly filled ; we see the terrified disciples at 
" their wit's-end," judging by sight — ^faith given to 
the winds, and awaking their Lord vrith something 
like a rebuke on their lips. Jesus waits not for a 
second call — he arises, and, with the power of Deity, 
says, " Peace, be still ! " Here we seee the God— 
" The winds and the waves obey him." What says 
he to his fearful disciples ? does he rebuke them with 
anger — upbraid them for their unbelief ? Hear his 
own words, " Why are ye so fearful ? How is it 
that ye have no iaiih ? " Wet^ ^^& xv<svJOaft\ «ae^ 
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tior rebuke, but an affectionate appeal, seemingly 
sorrowing for the predominancy of mibelief . 

What would my soul answer were the question 
[mt to thee ? Lord, thou knowest the weakness and 
timidity of thy disciples, that they are still in the 
iesh, and that it must be thine own power to give 
the faith which can move the mountains of unbelief, 
md quiet the storms and tempests of f earfulness and 
Erembling, when danger is near. We are fearful, 
Lord, because we are weak ; we have no faith, unless 
ihou bestow it ; and often, very often, we receive not 
because we ask not. Thy drowsy disciples were once 
darned by thine own voice, " Watch and pray, lest 
re enter into temptation." And again, an affection- 
ite appeal, " What ! could ye not watch with me one 
U)ur ? " and a merciful excuse for their slumbering, 
tistead of watching, " Truly the spirit is willing, but 
he flesh is weak.'' Blessed Jesus ! thou art all-in-all 
o thy people. 



VKR 20. — And a man shall he as a hiding place from 
the windf and a covert from the tempest : as rivers of 
fffaters in a dry place : as the shadow of a great rock 
in a weary land. — Isaiah xxxii. 2. 
A MAN be a hiding place from the storm — a covert, 
omthe tempest — as rivers of waters in a dry place — . 
I the shadow of a great rock in a weary land? Yea, 
iIb is the declaration of Scripture, and truly is it the 
eflsedness of the sinner. Can a guilty rebel, a pol- 
ted creature, dare approach the infinite holiness of 
hovah ? Can justice spare the guilty ? Can af alien 
Q of Adam, who is filled with his own ways, face 
)d as his Judge, and live ? Never, never ! Then 
3, my soul, the infinite love and mercy oi a gtaftVovsA 
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God. A body was prepared, in which Deity abon] 
dwell, and the Man Christ Jesna became, in tmu 
what he was ordained unto from everlasting — a hiding 
place for the gnilty — a covert for the poUnted— livini 
waters to the dead — a rock immovable for the weaij 
the heavy laden to rest npon — a Man to suffer fo 
onr sins, iofed our infirmities — ^a God to heal m 
cover all. 



JiJNB 21. — Thcu shalt gmde me with thy countel, m 

aftenoards receive me to ghry, — ^Psalm lzziii.24 

and two following verses. 

My soul, what a blessed portion of Scripture forth; 

meditation ! The firse verse must be accomplished ii 

every heir of salvation, whether they realize it or nol 

Yes, my God, we are privileged to say with the Psalm 

ist, '' Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and aftei 

ward receive me to glory." What a precious exei 

else of faith ! What is wanted more, for time an 

eternity? Nothing! To be guided by the Lord isw 

chief good on earth — ^to be received to glory our Ui 

hereafter. My soul, how blessedly and fully hast thfl 

realized the next verse, in times past ! with vlv 

unction, what sweetness, did it flow into thy soul,az 

absorb every earthly desire and feeling ! but, blew 

be thy name, I am persuaded I have " none in he»v< 

but ^Ac6," to this day, for faith holds on, though sigl 

be lost : and surely there can be "none upon earth 

be desired in comparison to thee." But the next ver 

sums up the experience of faith — the blessed exerd 

of it — which I pray the Holy Spirit to apply oo 

tinually to my poor, unstable mind. How truly t 

we say, " My flesh and my heart faileth ; " and f 

they will, to the last, oi tYieovafeVvoa*, the flesh is wei 
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prone to evil — ''The heart deceitful above all 
igB; " and no marvel that they fail. But, precious 
<h — ^blessed words ! when faith takes hold, and the 
feels the sweetness and reality of believing that 
od is the strength of my heart, and my portion for 
'." Here is strength made perfect in weakness, 
the fainting soul becomes more than conqueror, 
)Tigh Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Who can the flesh and heart control ? 
But hope, that anchor of the soul, 
Looks up to Jesus, that great Rock, 
The strength of all his ransom'd flock ; 
And faith holds on, though flesh give way. 
For Jesu's strength shall gain the day ; 
And naught thy love from us can sever, 
For thou our portion art ^ for ever ! 



IS 22. — And she said, If I may touch but his clothes, 
shall be whole, — Mark v. 26, 
IHbat a precious act of faith is here recorded! and 
it a blessed result ! Here is not only an act of 
b, but faith's action. Faith, brought into action, 
igs forth fruit — " If I might touch but his clothes, 
all be whole," cries faith : but would this poor 
ased one have been healed if she had drawn 
c ? Oh, no! though faith may credit the power of 
18, yet, if unbelief keep from the touch, there will 
o healing. In that lay the faith — " If I may but 
i ; " the touch brought virtue out of him who hath 
er to " heal aU om* diseases." " Draw me, and I 
run after thee," says the Church. " My sheep 
f my voice, and they follow me," says our Lord. 
>nse of want gives boldness ; nothing shall keep 
soul back from pressing forward to Jeaua ttKo ia 
gbt to a feeling sense of utter helpleaauea^, an^ 

q'2 
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of incurable disease by any other means ; m 
may keep Jesus, for a time, from view, but 
still is, " If I may but touch," I shall be who 
am not whole until I have touched — if but tl 
his garment. Perseverance presses on — fail 
touches Jesus, and, of necessity, virtue flows i 
to heal ; for whosoever cometh he will in no 
out. Deliverance being realized, through 
sistible touch, what is the soul's next act P 
the feet of Jesus, and tells him all the trutl 
out the heart-cry unto him who hath done si 
things — and hears the blessed voice, " Go i 
thou art healed of thy plague." Oh, my s 
hast passed this precious experience — hast 
plague of sin — hast been led to Jesus — tot 
garment, and realized its healing virtue ; 
has whispered peace, and thou hast cast thys 
foot of the cross in wonder, that a sinner — su 
ner — should be brought there. Let love aD 
Lord, till my heart ! and let me daily t 
pure garment, to reaUze the healing power 
sin, and the continual dying to the flesh, ai 
to the Spirit. Amen. 



June 23. — For they aU saw Mm, and were 
And immediately he talked with them, and s 
them, Be of good cheer, it is I, be not afraid. 
vi. 60. 

Unbelief troubles the soul, when natur< 
comprehend what it sees ; but Jesus speaks : 
soension to the weakness of poor human nai 
voice assures where sight had failed — he fee! 
flrmities of his people, sees their trouble, de 
but immediately taWedi m\)a. \?aaTa.» ^^Passc 



JUNE. 229 

nger think they see a vision, but the reality, the 
lesBed reality, bursts in upon their souls, and they 
an sore amazed, for the heart is so hardened, that 
though one miracle be wrought, unbelief doubts the 
Qfiit. Oh ! that '' Be of good cheer, it is I, be not 
i&aid," spoken to the ear of faith, applied to the 
kfiart, realized in the soul, is sweet and precious 
indeed. When Jesus comes, and speaks, the winds 
Kase, the toiling is over, the heart is cheered, and 
ioabts and fears give away ; Jesus comes into the 
}oor shattered vessel, and all is weU. 



knxB 24. — Hear my prayer, O Lord! give ear to my 
tuppUcatiaru. — Psalm cxliii. 1, and following verses. 
Bead the whole of this sweet Psalm, my soul ; medi- 
ite on each verse, and observe if there be not some- 
bdng in each portion to suit thy experience. What 
In be said upon it ? Let the heart respond — let the 
ml enter into judgment with itself. And, blessed 
|iirit, do thou assist the meditation, and help my soul 
> plead with fervency, in the words of the Psalmist, 
Hear my prayer — in thy faithfulness answer me ! " 
k> I not see the exercises of the Christian ? And, oh, 
ow blessed is it to have such fervency of supplication 
iven, when the soul is overwhelmed with trials — ^the 
oemy persecuting, smiting down to the ground, caus- 
Ig the soul to dwell in darkness, the spirit over- 
'hehued, the heart desolate, remembering past days ! 
ben to stretch forth the hands — the soul to thirst after 
bd ! This is the exercise of faith ; and then the 
leadings — ''Hear me speedily; my spirit faileth; 
ide not thy face from me, lest I be like unto them 
bat go down into the pit." Doth my soul know any- 
bmg of Ubia boly pleading — this soul-anxiety — t\i\a 



230 JTTNlfi. 

oonfidenoe in the midst of darkness P — '' Cause m 
hear thy lovingkindness. In thee do I trust, to k 
the way wherein I should walk ; I lift up my 
unto thee." Then is the cry for deliverance fron 
enemies ; and, oh, blessed effort given ! " I 
unto thee to hide me ; " and then the desire d 
soul, " Teach me to do thy will, for thou ari 
God : " " Quicken me into renewed life, foi 
name's sake — ^for thy righteousness' sake, brini 
soul out of trouble — of thy mercy cut off 
enemies, and destroy all that afflict my soul." 
not the soul's fervent desire to have all the lui 
the flesh subdued, all the enemies cut ofl, 
hinder sweet communion with the God of holii 
When darkness is upon the soul, it pines and 
after the sweet manifestations of a Saviour's lov 
presence ; and well is it if the soul be not at ea 
the spirit of prayer and supplication be vouchi 
if holy wrestling be given, if Jesus be longed f( 
sought after. Lord, leave me not to a cai 
spirit ! give, oh^ give me the pleadings of Di 
give me faith to trust when I cannot see — to f 
thee, and not rxm from thee — to thirst after 
when dry and barren : and not hide from tha 
in thee, thou precious, precious Lord Jesus ! 



Jfitb 26. — And it shall come to pass, in the day 

the Lord shall give thee rest from thy sorrm 

fear, and from the hard bondage wherein thou 

made to serve. — Isaiah xiv. 3. 

We may surely apply literal Scripture to spi 

experience, for the soul's profit ; and therefor 

sonl is led to look at self, and the work of grace 

these words. AjqA. c«ii«V. ^wiTiaH* x«aiC\aA"ib 
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ID which the Lord has given thee rest from thy sor- 
Wt (of heart), thy fear (of conscience), and from 
the hard bondage (the slavery of the world) in which 
thtm wast made to serve ? " Yes, yes ! in his day of 
Banifestive grace ; sin revealed — justice condemned 
•-^rrow and fear prevailed, mitil the still small 
voioe of pardon through Jesus was whispered to the 
Ueeding heart — then was a rest indeed: and still 
there is a rest in the all-sufficient sacrifice for sin — 
Jesus ever liveth to plead for sinners, who are justi- 
fied through him only — his blood speaketh peace — 
he giveth rest from all trouble, and sorrow, and fear, 
when faith is hanging upon him, and resting in the 
arms of everlasting love ; and then it can sweetly 
look beyond this fleeting world, to that rest which 
remaineth for the people of God. 

To rest from our sorrow and fear, 
To rest in the love of the Lord, 
To rest e'en when darkness appear, 
Is to tmst in his faith and Tus word. 

Then help me, blessed Spirit, to trust 
In Jesus, and Jesus alone ! 
To look on this world with disgust, 
And sigh for my heavenly home. 



June 26. — And it shall he said in that day, Lo, this is 

our Ood; we have vmitedfor him, and he will save 

us. This is the Lordj we have waited for hhn : we 

toUl he glad and rejoice in his salvation, — Is. xxv. 9, 

Yes, my soul this is the gospel day. Lo, our God 

has tabernacled in flesh — ^the faithful waited for 

him ; and one said, " Now let me depart in peace, 

fw mine eyes have seen thy salvation." God 

veiled the Godhead in flesh, and Jesus came to 

save. This ia the Lord Jesus — the M.ea&i^^s^'^X^^ 
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for — expected. Then began the gospel day, 
which will end when Jesus comes again, to begin 
the reign of glory, which will never end. And 
many wait for him now; the sin-sick soTil waits 
for him — they that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness wait for him — the renewed aonl 
sitting in darkness waits for him ; and doth not my 
soul wait and long for him daily, to apply pardon and 
peace— to renew the blessed assurance of eternal life 
treasured up in the God-Man, Christ Jesus our Loid 
— our Saviour, for whose re-appearing we are now 
waiting, and shall we not '^ be glad, and rejoice in 
his salvation ? " and 

" When we see him as he is, 

We'll praise him as we ought." 



June 27. — And in that day did the Lord God of Haiti 
call to iceeping, and to mourning , and to baldneit, 
and to girding tcith sackcloth, — Isaiah xxii. 12, and 
two following verses. 

This state of the rebellious Israelites is a representar 
tion of every unrenewed soul who has heard the 
gospel sound. Does not the gospel proclaim "repent- 
ance towards God, and faith in the Lord Jeans 
Christ ? " Does it not call the sinner " to weeping, 
and to mourning, and to baldness, and to girding with 
sackcloth ? " Look at the world of national Christ- 
ianity, " And behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen 
and killing sheep, eating flesh and drinking wine. 
Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die." Yee, 
my soul, this is the state of professing Christendom ; 
and may not every renewed soul say, "And it was 
revealed in my ears by the Lord of Hosts, Surely this 
iniquity shall not \)e p\xTg;ed ixota ^cjw t\\l ye die, 
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saith the Lord God of Hosts?" Oh, ye who have 
beard the gospel sound, and remain dead in sin, shall 
your iniquity be purged away in the grave ? Ah, 
no! If ye die an unrepenting, unrenewed, unjusti- 
fied sinner, such ye must rise in the resurrection. 
The work of the Spirit is to convince of sin; and when 
convinced, there will be sorrow and anguish of heart; 
and being made alive to Christ ^ ye become dead to 
^dead to the world, dead in Christ Jesus; and 
when the grave receives thy mortal part, thy released 
spirit shall be with Christ, to await the re-union to 
tile body in a joyful resurrection. 

My soul, to what do these contemplations lead thy 
thoughts ? The brevity of life, the certainty of death, 
*^e diuration of eternity, the expectation of a judg- 
ment, the hope of resurrection. And has not a sense 
■tf sm, by the Spirit of holiness, brought thee to 
keeping and mourning, to baldness and girding with 
«ckcloth ? And has not a sense of pardon brought 
bee to joy and gladness, eating the flesh of the Son of 
^od, and drinking the new wine of his kingdom of 
(lace ; and truly we may say, let us eat and drink — 
ea, abundantly — for to-morrow we may die ; nay, 
liis very day we may sink into the arms of death, 
i^hat, then, can insure an entrance into the kingdom 
f glory but being found in Christ, feeding on his 
esh by faith ; and, washed in his sin-atoning blood, 
e are made meet for the Master's use, by whose 
Bath we are purged from iniquity — in whom we are 
istified, accepted, and complete — in whose likeness 
© shall awake, after the sleep of death — with whom 
e shall reign, as kings and priests unto God. This 
onour have all his saints. 
Holy Spirit, let not these words be aa "^a\iet ^^^ 



334 JTTNB. 

on the ground ! *' Apply unto my soul the bleased 
realization, that, with the lamp burning with holy oil, 
I may, at a moment's warning — nay, every moment, 
be ready to depart and be with Christ Jesus my Lord. 

Thou weeping, moaming, naked soul, 

Go, cast thy sackcloth off; 
He speaks the word, and makes thee whole, 

Let sinners rail and scoff. 

** Come, eat and drink abundantly, 
My friends, beloved all ; 
The time is short, ye soon must die — 
My sheep by name I call. 

" A place I have prepared above 
For aU by me made free, 
Secured by everlasting love — 
Where I a:n they shall be. 

" Do tribulations cast thee down ? 
Thy troubles soon shall cease ; 
Behold at last the glorious crown. 
And now, in me, yeVe peace." 

Jesus, our Lord, will keep us up ; 

His love cau never end ; 
He'll gird himself, and with us sup — 

Our dear, unchanging Friend. 

Jesus, our eyes are up to thee. 

Thy Godhead we adore, 
And praise thee through eternity, 

When time shall be no more. 



June 28. — Arid ye shall be hated of ail men j for wy 
name's sake ; hit he that shaU endure unto the endt 
the same shall be saved. — Mark xiii. 13. 
Our Lord said, at another time, " Woe unto yon 

when all men speak well of you ! " and this is not the 

portion of those ** who will live godly in Christ Jesus. 

No, no I be truly faithixiV \o ^esoa,^' k3>d.^e shall be 
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ited of all for his name's sake/' The apostles went 
urth bearing the cross in the power of the Holy 
host, not fearing man^ and were persecuted onto 
aath ; bat when persecutions cease the Church is in 
low state — ^profession rears its head, and is well 
leased with the outworks — ^the spiritual Israel hide 
lemselves, and, blessed for them, they are hid in 
brist, and still may we say, " But he that endureth 
nto the end, the same shall be saved/' The Lord be 
faised, he hath said, " His sheep shall never perish ! '* 
> that he will surely cause all his own to endure unto 
le end ; and this is the testimony of the true seed. 
any fall away from the faith, and are not renewed 
ito repentance, they were never in the covenant of 
^ace, for the promise is sure to all the seed ; salva- 
onis treasured up in Christ — not in the creature, nor 
anything he can perform. The predestinated are 
illed—the called are justified — the justified are glori- 
ed ; and who shall lay anything to the charge of 
id's elect — not any of the powers of darkness, for 
is God that justifieth, and whom he hath justified 
ill endure unto the end. My soul, wilt thou not 
Jure the cross ? canst thou not bear to be hated by 
the world, so that thou endurest unto the end, and 
saved with an everlasting salvation ? 
^ord, send thy Spirit upon thy Israel, that they 
Y glory in the cross — look unto thee only — be 
cified unto the world, and be bold on thy side, 
pising all shame from the world, for thy name's 

3! 
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June 29. — And he cometh and Jmdeth theni dte^) 
and saith unto Peter , Simon, Blestest thou f (xMA 
not thou watch one hour f — Mabk xiv. S7» 
The parts of Scripture which relate the actions of 
our Lord; bring us^ as it were, into his actual presence 
— we see, we hear him ; and this text brings a mnltt- 
tude of thoughts into the mind, which, indeed, can 
only be meditated upon — but the half cannot be ex- 
pressed : we see a chain of the most important events 
that ever transpired upon this earth— we see the 
weakness of humanity and the forbearance of Divinity, 
with the work of his hands. The admonitions of 
Jesus to his disciples were fruitless — "Watch and 
pray, lest ye enter into temptation ; " yet they slept 
at such an hour ! ** And he oometh the third time, 
«nd saith, Sleep on now, and take your rest— it is 
enough — the hour is come ; behold the Son of Man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners.'' Yes, ye sleeping 
disciples, the time for watching has been spent in 
slumbering ; and now Satan has the advantage ; and, 
in this hour of darkness they all forsook their Lord 
and fled. One follows him afar off, and then denies, 
with an oath, any knowledge of him who was about 
io offer up his life, that erring Peter might be saved 
from eternal death. Yes, Jesus is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners, to save sinners from the vengeance 
due to the most aggravated guilt, from a just and 
holy God ; but who, among the sons of Adam, will 
come to Jesus to be saved ? Why, all whom the 
Father draweth will come — all whom the Spirit 
quickeneth are made willing in the day of his 
power ; and all who so come Jesus will in no wise 
cast out. 
My soul, behold tky Lot^ — ^2!a:5 cst\s»ft\fiai Lord. 
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Thou mayest sleep on now, and take thy rest in htirtf 
as to thy eternal salvation ; but beware of slnmber- 
ing, lest the adversary gain the advantage, at a time 
when thon art more especially called to watch and 
pray. " O Lord, hold thou me up ! " must be the 
constant prayer. 



June 30. — Th£ heart is deceitful above all things , and 
desperately taicked : who can know it f — Jer. xvii. 9. 

Tlie heart deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked? AVho will aUow the truth of these 
words P are there not multitudes of the sons of Adam 
who deny it ? And yet, thus saith the Lord — ^thus is 
it recorded in his word ; and can there be a greater 
proof of the deceitfulness of the heart than the 
denial of it ? or of its desperate wickedness than 
opposing the words of the Lord ? Alas, '* who can 
know it P " Who knoweth what is in his own heart P 
Not one can tell what is in the heart of his fellow- 
man. It is the Ijord alone that knoweth the heart 
and reins ; and he only can give the final judg- 
ment. Most blessed is it, my soul, to be fully per- 
suaded of the deceitfulness and desperate wickedness 
of thy heart; to be conscious that thou dost not 
know half that lieth within, neither of its deception 
nor iniquity ; but, oh, thrice blessed to know that thy 
nn is forgiven, thine iniquity purged away ! Lord, 
it is not in man to direct his steps ; his ways must be 
ordered by thyself, and '^ from tMe is his fruit found.'' 
Thon wilt give to every man his reward, in perfect 
justice and equity, according to thine own infinite 
mind and wisdom, for thou judgest by that, which 
thou alone canst see ; thou seest the ke&i^, \!ci^ 
deoeitfnl, wicked heart, and thon aVone caxva^^i \i^ 
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whether it be a broken and contrite heart ; brokfiii 
tinder a sense of its depravity by the convincing power 
of thine own Spirit, and brought to the blood of 
sprinkling, which alone can cleanse from all iniqniliy, 
and, through Jesus, receive the precious gift of etoniBl 
life, given by Jesus (John x. 28 ; and vi. 87) to all 
whom the Father gave to him. Lord, it is the 
heart which thou lookest at ! and if that be right 
with theCf the inheritance is certain. 



JULY. 

July 1. — And the work of righteousTiess shall be peace: 
and the effect of righteousness j quietness and aswr^ 
ancefor ever, — Isaiah xxxii. 17. 
It is most blessed to come from the sight of sinful 
self — ^the deceitful and wicked heart of our corrupt 
nature — to the contemplation of the glorious nvoric 
of salvation ! and this work is so blessedly set forth in 
the words upon which we are brought to meditBte, 
that my soul doth rest upon them with ^ great de- 
light ; '' and, xmder the Spirit's guidance, I desire to 
be led, while contemplating in those few words the 
whole work of the redemption of the Church. There 
is but One that ever wrought a work of righteousness 
upon earth ! and that work was, in truth, '' peace on 
earth — good will towards man." Yes, my soul, God 
reconciled to his rebel children — his elect seed— by 
the righteous work of him who was appointed from all 
eternity to bear the guilt of his fallen race — to atone 
for them with his precious blood, and bring those 
nigh to God, who, by wicked works, were afar off. 
'^ The work of riglateoxxaxieaa shall \ife <peaAe mtk the 
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Lord, and the tffect quietness and assurance for ever.** 
What I shall every soul which is brought into the 
Mogdom of grace have quietness and assurance P Ah, 
no I this is not the lot of our time-state ; but it m the 
lot of eternity to every redeemed soul. The work of 
Jeans in peace — the effect, rest for ever in him. The 
xrork has subdued and put to silence all the enemies 
c^ the Lord, as to final triumph over his redeemed ; 
and as surely as Jesus died and rose from the dead, so 
certainly shall he bring many sons to glory, to be /or 
ever with him who purchased them with his blood. 
Blessed Jesus, thy finished work is as complete as 
infinite love could make it, and as unchangeable as 
the win of Jehovah I liaise to thee, Jesus, Lord I 
the only righteous One — the only One in whom a 
sinner can have perfect peace, with '' quietness and 
assurance for ever.*' 



JuxY 2. — And the Lord said unto Joshua, Get thee up, 
wherefore lied thou thus upon thy face f — Joshua 
vii. 10. 

What is the admonition my soul would take from 
these words ? To come before the Lord in deep hu- 
mility of soul is a high privilege for the believer at all 
times ; but when the enemies have prevailed and 
overcome, truly it is then we shall, Joshua-like, lie 
upon our face, and not rise until the liord command ; 
the soul, abashed, seeks the renewings of the presence 
of the Lord, and dares not move or act but as his 
presence goes with the discomfited Israelite, who 
waits, and asks, and lies still until the command 
comes forth ; and when the Lord speaks, then the 
soul is lifted up, rises from the dust to face the foes in 
the strength of the Lord of battles — the accvxT^eA. 
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thing is sought for — the battle is renewed in the 
name of the Lord ; and victory is certain when he is 
on our side ; and all the praise and glory shall be 
given to the Lord of Hosts. 



July 3. — A7id the Lord said unto Joshua^ Stretch ovi 
the spear that is in thy hand. — Joshua viii. 18. 
We are brought again to contemplate Joshua, and 
my soul again views him acting by the command of 
the Lord God, under whose direction he led the armies 
of Israel, and overcame. " Stretch out the spear," 
and Joshua did so. The Lord commands — ^his com- 
mand is his loill — and then he gives power to effect, 
and a will to obey. " And Joshua drew not his hand 
back until he had destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai.*^ 
When the Lord worketh, all the enemies are brought 
to subjection — ^his strength does wonders ; but the 
weakness of the creature is sure to fail. But my sod 
seeth a greater than Joshua. May we not look at 
the Captain of our salvation here? Oh, yes! myaonl 
would contemplate Jesus accomplishing the commands 
of his Father — doing his will — fighting the battlesfw 
his spiritual Israel — stretching out his hand where- 
with he held the destroying spear, until the enemiea 
of his r.edeemed Church were vanquished — ^the law 
fulfilled in every jot — atonement made for the remia- 
sion of sins, by his precious blood-shedding on the 
cross — Satan foiled at every point — death overcome in 
his own body — and all finished and complete, to pre- 
sent an undefiled spouse to himself. Jesus hath ac- 
complished all things for the eternal salvation of h» 
affianced bride, who, though still subject, in her mortal 
body, to sin, temptation, and death — ^yet, is she free 
from taint — spotleaa and^uxfe— ^^m^Jaa bosom of 
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her Lord, and freely justified from all things, in the 
sight of the Father, by the complete work of his 
beloved Son, by whom only are sinners reconciled to 
God ; and in him, and by him, she shall be raised a 
glorions body, and be for ever with her Lord, who has 
given himself for her. Amen. Alleluia! 



July 4. — O Lord, I knoto that the vmy of man is not 
in himself; it is not in man that walketh to direct 
his steps, — Jeremiah x. 23. 
How forcibly do the Scriptures confirm the soul's 
sonviction, that the creature can do nothing, but as 
lirected and willed by the Lord . Look at these sweet 
irords of the mourning prophet, and say, my soul, 
iost thou not feel them to be words of truth. It is a 
iweet state, to be truly brought to a knowledge, and 
k> the achTiovjledgment of it ; and then the prophet 
sries out, " Lord, correct me, but with judgment; 
lot in thine anger, lest thou bring me to nothing." 
Sere is the soul under a consciousness of the need of 
xnrrection, yet suing the Lord for mercy. Oh, not in 
iDger, Lord, for then I must come to nothing ! My 
ins are great, the convinced soul exclaims ; correct', 
ne not in proportion to my deservings, for then I am. 
ytomally lost; correct me in pity to my helpless. 
latnre ; correct me, and bring me to thyself. I can- 
lot direct my own steps. Lord, thou knowest ; correct 
oe in love, in faithfulness, for I am ever needing thy 
ihastisement — not in anger, that would annihilate me 
—not in wrath ; " if that be kindled, yea, but a little,** 
'. shall be consumed. Oh, gracious and merciful God, 
;hy wrath has been appeased in the person of my all- 
mffioient Kedeemer ; and all thy corrections are ixx 
ove, to Buhdue within me that which is oppoaed \ft 
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thy ways. Thou, Lord, direotest all, appoi&teii 
all, and wilt aooomplish all — then, aasuredly, all bIuII 
be well. How merciful, how bleased, that man ear 
not direct his steps contrary to thy purposes ! All 
things ordered by thee, Lord, must be ordered well) 
and shall end for thy glory, and thy children's good; 
they know not what is for their profit, but fain 
would have the pleasure of their own perverse wsyi; 
but '^ God, who is rich in mercy,'' whose wisdom is 
infinite, directs their steps into the right path ; and 
when their eyes are opened to see a Father's loving 
hand, they bless him for correction, and praise the 
God of love in the face of his dear Son, thioa|^ 
whom and in whom we possess all the treasures ol 
eternity, to whom be all the glory. 



July 6. — The preparation of the heart in many ami 

the answer of the tongue, is from the Lord, — ^Pbov. 

xvi. 1. 

It is very blessed when we are truly brought to see 

the Lord's hand in all our ways — to trace him in the 

minutest incident that may occur— to see him in eveiy 

path, and to acknowledge him as the bestower of every 

,good and perfect gift. How truly is the sovereignty 

of God set forth in the words of the preacher ! and 

confirming our last meditation. Oh, my soul, that 

thou couldst, at all times, so give thyself up into the 

Jiands of thy Lord, as to leave thyself exolnaively 

\with him ! Then the evil heart would not so wander, 

*hy tongue utter perverseness, and flesh so often pre* 

Tail ; but here is the whole matter, flesh is under iti 

old master, but all spiritual things come from tba 

" Father of Light." 

In converaion, "koYi iuW'j V^.^^ 1 \jtoved that "th<» 
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prapttration of the heart was from the Lord ! " and 
the answer of the tongue^ " Lord^ I believe I *' was by 
tkia own power. And, my soul, look at thy self- 
righteonmeas, in the next verse — see what thou wert 
)y nature — '* All the ways of a man are dean in his 
>wn eyes." See what deaveth to thee still, even 
inder grace. *' Bat the Lord weigheth the spirits.'' 
3ear this in thy mind, whatever thy ways may be — 
lowever right or pure the motive, or disinterested the 
lot in thine own eyes ; the Lord alone can tmly judge 
Ad justly weigh the spirits— the secret spring which 
ooveth tihee is scarcely known, and often not acknow- 
edged to thyself ; but the renewed soul is continually 
drought to tiie bar of self-condemnation, and, sinking 
o the dust, is brought to see Jesus, as the only Surety, 
o be put into the balance, to outweigh all the ways of 
' flinf ul self," and '' righteous self ; " and thus only 
tan the Lord weigh the spirits and free the soul, which 
lan then sing, in looking unto Jesus, with holy 
riumph, Glory, glory to the Lamb ! 



Tux-y 6. — Thou holdest mine eyes waking, I am so 
troubled that I cannot speak, — Psalm IxxviL 4. 
The ejqperience of the saints, in all ages, is the 
lame — ^the same God to look unto — the same flesh to 
x>ntend with ; and, though varying in feature, and 
liffering in degree, still it is a warfare between flesh 
ind spirit, with the variations of faith and unbelief — 
light and darkness — joy and sorrow — hope and fear — 
30 the mountain, in the valley — sitting at ease and 
ocmtending manfully — looking at self and looking 
onto Jesus. 

The Psalmist, it appears, was in darkness, and was 
looking back to time past, calling to reiaeiubrdxifi^\i\^ 
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songs in the night, and, blessed position — ^he "oom- 
mnned with his own heart, and his spirit made diligent 
search." And is not this the Christian's experience; 
when darkness conies upon us? While we are in 
smooth paths, full of joy and peace, we do not search 
and look into self so much; but darkness oomeB, 
barrenness and coldness, indifference to the word, and 
9» feeling of less love to Jesus — then we commune with 
our heart, and the spirit makes diligent search— thai 
we begin to question the work of grace, and doubt if 
really we have tasted that the Lord is gracious. And 
what do these searchings produce in the child of God? 
Confirmation in the faith — ^getting out of self, and 
looking more to the Saviour of sinners — ^a remem- 
brance of the Most High — a deeper sense of sin— a 
clearer sight of self — a firmer trust in Christ— leas 
dependence on feelings, and more a life of faith. 
These are some of the ways of the travellers to Zion 
taught by the Holy Spirit, and known only to them- 
selves. The wilderness path is trodden alone by 
Israel, and the windings thereof are a "secret" to 
the stranger ; but, blessed be our God, there is a te^ 
minating time, an end of the journey, a passing over 
Jordan, and an entrance, yea, an abundant entrance, 
into the heavenly Canaan, through our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, the only Mediator between 
God and man. " Thy way, O Lord, is in the sanctn- 
ary : who is so great a god as our God ? " 



July 7. — VerUi/, verily y I my tmto you, JExcept a cam 
of whecit fall into the ground and die, it abiddk 
alone ; hut if it die, it bring eth forth much Jrwtr" 
John xii. 24. 
What a beautiful W\usV.TaiVvaa. ^<cs«^ w« Lord give. 
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hj a natnral figure^ of the necessity and efficacy of 

Ids death I " Verily, verily — except a com of whea\ 

^ it abideth alone." Had not Christ died he could 

not have bronght many sons to glory — had he not 

atoned for sin, not one of Adam's race had been 

saved from the corse of sin — had he not paid the 

peDaliy due to God for the breaking his commands, 

afl must have perished everlastingly — " But if it die, 

it bringeth forth much fruit." Oh, blessed assurance! 

Who can number the grains of corn, which, through 

saocessive years, will be produced from a single grain 

sown in the earth ? Who can number the multitude 

^t will stand on the right hand, at the last day, 

vashed in the blood of Jesus — saved by his death P 

'No man I" Oh, my soul, rejoice, if thou hast a 

[ood hope of forming one of the number for whom 

'esus died; and see eternal life is the fruit of his 

*€ath — not the fruit of My doings. Jesus died to 

ring forth much fruit, and he will ''come again 

ejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him." 



ULY 8. — Shouldest thou help the ungodly , and love 

them that hate the Lord f — 2 Chbon. xix. 2. 
Here is a reproof, from a prophet of the Lord to the 
ing of Judah, who professed to acknowledge the 
fed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as his God. He 
i reproved for forming a coalition with the wicked 
Jiab, who had forsaken the God of his fathers, and 
id evil in the sight of the Lord. It appeared an evil 
ling, in those days, for the people of God, the literal 
nrael, to join hand in hand with those who served 
3t Israel's God. Israel had divided, and the revolt- 
ig tribes were worse than the heathen nations, in that 
\ey forsook the living Gfod, and committed. ^««^At 



246 JULY. 

abominations ' than those: and the king of Jndtii 
helped him who hated the Lord of Hosts. Whatevih 
we continually see arising from the nnion of the people 
of God with the heathen, recorded in the word; and 
although the Christian dispensation forms a different 
character from the Jewish, though embodied in 'A 
and associated with it — yet well would it be if the 
followers of Jesus were a more separated and peculiar 
people ; and did they really live godly in Christ Jesus, 
the world of ungodly and the world of profesBon 
would soon withdraw from them. But, Lord, all 
things shall be accomplished in thine own time; and 
when persecutions arise, thy sheep will draw doaer to- 
gether, and manifest themselves more, '' whose they 
are, and whom they serve ; " and when there is an open 
declaration of hatred to the truth as it is in Jesus, under 
the appalling cloak of pretended Christianity, the 
'* defenders of the faith " will not require a prophet's 
reproof — " Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and love 
them that hate the Lord?" God forbid ! Lord, help 
thine own sheep, thy tribe of Judah, to be faithful 
unto death to thee. 



July 9. — Who can say, I have made my heart c&o*, 
I am pure from my nn f — Pro v. xx. 9. 
Not one, who has felt the plague of his heart and 
the sinfulness of sin ; but, oh, amazing mystery, there 
are who can say. My heart is dean, and I am pure 
from my sin, in the sight of a heart-searching Goi 
But I have not made myself so. Oh, no I it is only 
by the power of the Spirit that Jesus can be revealed, 
as the cleanser of all sin, by his precious blood; and 
only through him that the soul, the guilty soul, can 
be aoconnted pure, ■mt\ioxAi «^\.'\«&sswkQi<^% «id by 
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Inth this bleiBedneas is made known to the BinHstrioken 
tonl. Sin revealed by the Spirit, condemnation under 
the law, or without law — all, so led, become guilty 
before Gk>d in their own eyes, and no peace for that 
•oul until pardon is sealed upon the conscience by the 
Spirit, through the peace-speaking blood of the Lamb ; 
then can the released soul sing, ^* Glory to the Lamb I '' 
and say, ^ My heart is clean, I am pure from my sin ; " 
and this alone can reconcile the sinner to God — 
nothing but the blood of Jesus— nothing but the 
merits of Jesus — nothing but being in Jesus — can 
pardon, justify, and secure for eternity the chosen 
seed, " Elect, according to the foreknowledge of God " 
— ordained to eternal life from the foundation of the 
world, by eternal covenant union, througli Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 



July 10, — Lift up ycur eyes to the heavens, and look 
upon the earth beneath ; for the heavens shall vanish 
away like smoke, and the earth shall %vax old like a 
garment, and they that dwell therein shaU die in like 
manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my 
rightef/usness shall not be abolished. — Isaiah li. 6. 
It is a high privilege for the believer to be led to 
trace the immutability of Jehovah's word. Yes, 
heaven and earth may pass away — and man shall die, 
and return to the dust from whence he came — all cre- 
ated things shall perish, but the '' salvation of the 
Lord shall be for ever, and his righteousness shall 
not be abolished." The salvation of the soul is for 
ever, and the righteousness of the redeemed is 
seoored, for God was in Christ reconciling man unto 
himself; and Jesus is the all-in-all to his people, 
whose " life is hid with him in God," The "^^weii^ 
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and the earth shall depart, but salvation is sure; ail 
flesh shall see corruption, but the Spirit remainetihfor 
ever — the soul can never die ; and, praised be the 
God of grace, he hath in himself given salvaticm and 
righteousness for eternity, secured in, and by,ChriBt» 
for all his seed I and these, through faith, believe in 
the Son, whom the Father hath sent. Yes, lift op 
thine eyes to the heavens, look upon the earth 
beneath ; and though but a speck that thou canst 
behold, yet are they wondrous works of thy Creator's 
power. But these shall vanish away, even these 
almighty works ; but his salvation is eternal, his 
word abideth for ever. Oh, my soul, rejoice in tiie 
Lord ! praise him, praise him, for his mercy endoreiih 
for ever ! x 



July 11. — Behold, O God, our shield, and look upm 
the face of thine anointed. — ^Psalm Ixxxiv. 9. 
What a precious portion is this unto my soul! 
Daily have I need to cry, with the whole Church of 
Christ, " Behold, God, our shield, and look upon 
the face of thine anointed." Precious, precious 
words ! when applied with power to the heart, by 
the Holy Spirit. Oh, my soul, how blessed to thee 
is every renewed application of the pardoning blood 
of the Lamb, slain from the foundation of the world ! 
every fresh view of him, as Mediator between God 
and my guilty soul — every manifestation of love to 
that life, which is hid with him in God, and must 
live for ever. Yea, it is most blessed to come before 
the " High and Holy One," and cry, " Behold my 
shield, and look upon the face of l^ine anointed." 
Oh, my shield I Is Jesus indeed my shield ? Then is 
not eternal safety tknue «a oii<& ol\iS&T^ds«m.ed---oi>e 
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>f his body, the Church — <mr shield, to hide from the 
just wrath of God — ^the oondemnation of the law, or 
the judgment without law — the penalty due to sin — 
the final triumph of the devil — ^the dominion of the 
flesh — ^the stratagems of the world — ^the sting of 
death — and most securely from every device of every 
enemy to keep the soul which has been purchased by 
Jesus out of its everlasting inheritance ? Then, 
God, look upon the face of thine anointed, and there 
thou beholdest everything perfected according to 
thine own apointment ; thou seest thy Church, thy 
guilty Church, justified in him, cleansed from all her 
filthiness — ^pure and undefiled. The holiness of God 
cannot be reconciled to an unholy thing, cannot 
accept the person wherein there is one blemish — 
then where can such an unholy, '' earthem vessel '' 
as man hope for shelter from the pure eyes of 
Jehovah? "Behold, God, our shield" in thy 
dear Son 1 Thou dost look upon the face of Jesus, 
thine anointed, and acoepteth us in the Beloved, 
with whom thou art well pleased ; and to him be all 
the glory ! to him shall be eternal praise from all 
his ransomed Church 1 



July 12. — Trvily my soul waiteth upon Qod—from 
hxm Cometh my salvation : he only is my rock, he is 
my defence; I shall not be greatly moved. — 
Psalm Ixii. 1, 2. 

To one who has stumbled at this stumbling-stone, 
this glorious mystery, it is a great mercy to be con- 
tinually led to see the oneness between the Father 
and the Son, that as Jehovah is God, so the anointed 
is God ; and my soul, I trust in humble prostratioii^ 
is led to see the One Ood and two pexaona. 
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The former meditation brought me sweetly to view 
the Lord's anointed, the Man Christ Jesus, as a shield; 
and he is the everlasting Kock, upon which the sal- 
vation of sinners is founded — here, this day, am I 
brought to see the God of David, the Lord of HostB^ 
addressed as him from whom salvation cometh as a 
rook — as a defence. Oh, my soul, it is One Gfod— 
God manifest in the flesh — to whom salvation be- 
longeth. In the third and fourth verses I see Jesos 
the Son of Man, in his humiliation, in his suffering 
upon earth, when he became obedient unto death, 
when he reviled not his revilers; and how propheiicai! 
'* Ye shall be slain, all of ye ; as a bowing wall shall 
ye be, and as a tottering fence." They consult to 
cast him down from his excellency — delight in hes— 
bless with their mouth, but curse inwardly. Oh, my 
soul, look at the scene, from the garden of Gethsemane 
to Mount Calvary ! look at the apostle Judas, the be- 
trayer of Jesus — see the mockers, revilers, spitten, 
mock-worshippers, and murderous crucifiers — aSy oS 
shall be cast down from thei7' excellenpy — all whose 
hearts are not brought to worship Jesus (and God tit 
him, and through him) in spirit and in truth, shall be 
as " a bowing wall and tottering fence.** My soul, do 
thou, in humble adoration, bow thyself before tby 
Lord, and praise his mercy and his grace, by whicb 
he has plucked thee as a brand from the burning! 



July 13. — Yet ItvUl rejoice in the Lord, I toiUjoyii^ 
the God of my salvation. — Habae. iii 18. 
It is a highly privileged experience, when the be- 
liever can, under soul-destitution, still behold Jesus, 
the unchangeable fountain of " life and light." These 
words, my soul, weTeappU<BQLf^^mV?GsiJ\i\ft^w^ 
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young in graoe, weak in experienoe, and very ignorant 
in head-knowledge ; bnt a trying situation brought 
fhem with power to thy heart — surrounded with 
banrenneen, outwardly, and a fancied cessation of 
ihine own works — yet thou didst feel joy in thy Lord. 
Bat time has taught thee something more ; the heart 
is become cold, and works of labour are counted 
nothing worth — spiritual destitution is felt — there ap- 
peareth neither blossom nor fruit — no apparent oil — 
the fields bare — creatures cut off — no store in the stalls 
— ** Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
(Jed of my salvation," is still — the Lord be praised — 
all I have to trust in, all I have to rest on ; and in 
this I will rejoice, so long as the Lord giveth me 
power. There are times, also, of outward destitution 
— ^no apparent blossoms nor fruit; the oil of the Spirit 
seems stayed — ^the labourers see no vital effects — the 
flockB are few, and the herds scattered ; but, blessed 
be the Gk)d of our salvation, his work, *' his strange 
work,'' is going on — the Spirit's operations, in bringing 
in the elect, cannot be quenched : man's efforts may 
fail, but God's purposes never can— Christ's flock 
shall — must all be brought into the fold, and the 
scattered herds led to their stalls in due time. 

Oh, my soul, '' rejoice, and again I say, rejoice in the 
Lord, and joy in the God of thy salvation ! " for Jesus 
alone is worthy — ^in him alone can we rejoice; and to 
him be our eternal hallelujahs t 



July 14. — Thou teUest my wanderings, — ^Ps. Ivi. 8. 
What can our fellow-mortal do in times of soul- 
trial P How very blessed it is to come before the Lord 
with a holy boldness, and cry, ^'Thou tellest my 
wanderi2^^"cai2 alone he understood by tbo^b -^^o^ 
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have experienced the blessedness of it. Oh, my aool! 
to have a compassionate High Priest, who knowetii 
thy infirmities, before whom thou canst come and 
cast thy burden, when thy fellow-sinner would hew 
but to condemn — listen, perhaps, but to betray, and 
could give thee no real help. Lord, thou knowest 
€dl my wanderings— to thee are open all the seoretBof 
the heart ; thou lookest not at the outward man, but 
searchest the reins. Lord, remember my tears, and 
in the book of thy rememberance, let my sorrow, for 
numberless transgressions, and my desires after thee 
be noted as a sinner pardoned by thy precious blood, 
and clothed anew in thy glorious righteousnesa— th^ 
oh, then for faith, that, with the Psalmist, I may faH^ 
rest in thy strength, my Lord and my God ! — " Wbm 
I cry, then shall my enemies turn back ; this I knov, 
for God is for me.^' Blessed exercise of faith ! (Hi, 
for the rich application to my soul, to realize tbe 
oertatnti/, through faith, that it shall be done! to 
believe, as God is for me, so shall the enemies of my 
soul turn back, according to thi/ power and thy will 
Jesus, in thy strength, with thy help, I can do all 
iihings — without thee, nothing. Help me to cry imto 
thee, that the enemies may not have dominion! 
Assist, by thy blessed Spirit, and give that fulness of 
faith, to say, " This I knoio, for God is for me." Who 
then shall be against me P If Christ be for me, the 
powers of 'darkness shall not prevail. Amen, Amen 



July 16. — Martha, Martha, thou art carefitl, and 

trovhled about many things. — Lukb x. 41. 

How sweet it must have been to hear the Saviour^ 

voice! ^Blessed, most blessed, to hear his approving 

-accents! andhumUrngj^oVw^^Kv^^^t^^jL-sffl^ 
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—merciful, because it did not come with the fiery wrath 
of the law, but with the reproving love of a coin- 
paasionate Saviour. Martha, Martha was troubled 
about serving her Lord — Mary desirous to hear the 
wisdom which flowed from his lips ; Martha was cum- 
bered about admistering to the body — Mary wished 
to have her soul fed, at the feet of her dear Lord ; 
Martha, in her care for temporal necessities, was 
troubled about many things. " But one thing is need- 
ful" (Jesus said), ''and Mary has chosen that good part, 
which shall not be taken from her." What a precious 
aararanoe ! what a blessing to realize ! what a privi- 
lege to enjoy ! what a word to hear ! what a Saviour 
to trust in ! 

My soul, are the blessings of Mary thine ? dost 
thou see the one thing needful P hast thou chosen the 
better part P Oh, if Jesus hath chosen thee, then 
thou art his, and he is thine, and the part thou hast in 
him shall not be taken from thee. 

Blessed Lord, salvation is all from thee — in thee — 
all by grace ; and to be kept humble and teachable 
at thy feet, the sweetest position we can occupy, until 
taken to thy bosom^ in everlasting glory ! 



July 16. — Did ever people hear the voice of Ood, 
Bpeaking out of the midst of the fire, as thou hast 
heard f and live ?— Deut. iv. 33, 34. 
There is not a more striking analogy to the life of 
the Christian than the deliverances of ancient Israel 
from Egypt, and their subsequent wanderings through 
the wilderness. In the contemplation of these words 
of the Holy one of Israel, by the mouth of his 
servant Moses, my soul, thou canst not but behold the 
wonders of electing love. Wliy -waa t\i\a "^^o^^ 
selected above all others P Why were ot\iet tv^^^jvota 
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passed by, while the powerful hand of the Almighly 
was stretched out to save those who rebelled agaimt 
him, and continually provoked him to anger P Why 
did he deliver them from their hard bondage, and 
bring them to the promised land, after foriy yean' 
trial and travel through a dreary wilderness ? The 
questions can only be solved in the view of God^ 
eternal purposes, his electing love, and his good 
pleasure in doing whatsoever he willed, without giving 
account of his ways to his creatures — ^the day he 
hath fashioned. May we not say, under the New 
Testament dispensation, did any but the elect vessels 
of meroy ever hear the voice of G-od in the fiery law, 
the cry for vengeance of God's justice, and live? Ai 
guilt is stamped upon all men, will there not be the 
double death, unless the voice of mercy, by a omcified 
Redeemer, be revealed to the soulP and this can only 
reach the ear of those who are ordained to eternal lifo. 
Oh, my soul, contemplate, meditate upon the wonden 
of redeeming love ! see, see the many that have been 
passed by, whilst thou, tJwu hast been brought oat of 
Egyptian darkness, with mighty signs and wonden, 
by a stretched-out arm and great terrors ! and, oh, 
canst thou not say, " Unto thee it was showed, that 
thou mightest know that the Lord he is God ; there is 
none else beside him ? " Lord Jesus — Saviour — unto 
thee must the guilty look, that peace may be obtained 
— to eternal love— electing grace — that thou,my eool, 
wert called, and others left ! Thee would I adore— 
IsraePs Jehovah — God in Christ I 



July 17. — The Lord also will he a refuge to the op- 
pressed y a refuge in tiynes of trouble, — ^Psalm ix. ^• 
The promiaea oi ScT'\^\,\xtft ^x^ TasosA. blessed, when 
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<a|^lied unto the soul, and when they especially oome 
in time of need. How sweetly does this text flow into 
my heart I how sweetly follow in the train of the last 
meditation ! The sonl brought out of nature's dark- 
neoB — knowing the Lord to be God^ can alone truly 
value the precious soul-comforting words of the pre- 
oioua Bible when spiritually applied. Oh, my soul, 
when BpedaUy applied, precious indeed ! The Lord has 
not only brought his chosen out of bondage, but he will 
be their refuge when oppressed — a refuge in times of 
trouble. Can my soul enter into this experience ? Oh, 
hast thou not found the Lord a blessed refuge, when 
oppressed by thy fellow-sinner, or by the sin that 
dwelleth within thee, or when trouble has come upon 
thee ? Yes, Lord, thou hast been so truly ; and it is 
(mly in trying times that the soul can appreciate thy 
great faithfulness, power, and love. And rest thy 
thoughts, my soul, on the next portion, '' And they 
that know thy name will put their trust in thee, for 
thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek thee.'' 
Precious promise ! Oh, for faith to exercise its truth 
— ^for the Spirit's application„to realize its precious- 
ness ! To know the Lord is the greatest privilege 
upon earth ; to trust thee the high privilege of those 
who know thee ; and a sweet exercise of the soul to 
cry, " For thou hast not forsaken, when I sought 
thee.*' Lord Jesus ! thou blessed procurer of all 
the blessings of thy Church— to thee would I daily 
come, for faith to see thee in all — trust thee for all — 
seek thee at all times — rest upon thee where no arm 
of flesh can help — look unto thee and see no creature, 
but in thee I Dearest Lord, help mine unbelief — 
increase my faith 1 
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July 18. — Likewise reckon ye oho yourselves to he 
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, ikrough 
Jesus Christ our Lord. — ^Romans vi 11. 
The imputation to the Church of all the acts of the 
glorious head of the Church is a glorious truth denied 
by some, and wretchedly perverted by others. What 
saith the apostle Paul in this chapter P and what saith 
my soul in reflecting upon this verse P Holy Spirit, 
guide me, and grant that what the pen may trace 
thou mayest approve and own, and thy word confirm! 
The great apostle fully set forth the death of 
believers in the death of Christ — " Buried with him 
in his overwhelming death " — " Planted with him 
in the likeness of his death " — ** The old man cruci-' 
fied with him." This can only be by imputation, 
and thus, every act performed by the head is im- 
puted to the members ; and as they died unto sin 
in Jesus, so shall they reign with him in glory, par- 
taking also of his resurrection. 

This is the blessed privilege of every renewed soul 
— " Dead indeed unto sin," by the death of Jesus- 
no condemnation for those who are in him. Shall we 
then continue in sin, that grace may abound ? We 
echo the beloved apostle's words, most fervently, 
"God forbid !" and refer to his admonition," Let 
not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye 
should obey it in the lusts thereof .'' Sin is still in the 
mortal body, we know, but it does not reign in it- 
has not dominion over the new-born soul — the old 
man is crucified, in the sight of God, with Jesus, and 
the body of sin is under daily crucifixion in those 
whom the love of Jesus constrains ; the struggle, the 
war^ the resistance against sin is daily — nay, hourly 
going on ; the griei, t\i© aoTTcrw,iot VcJcrwd wn; the 
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joy, the peace^ for jusidfioation before God, and the 
impatation of all the blessings procured by Jesus, can 
only be understood by those who feel the one and be- 
lieve the other. Yes, blessed Jesus, all is complete in 
thee 1 Oh, to view thee thus — ^f eel this blessed union 
to thee — and to believe, through precious faith, that 
thou art all and everything to thy Church — ^thy people 
separately I and, my soul, to realize personality — 
is not this bliss below P does not this excite a loathing 
of sin, that made thee suffer — ^a love of holiness, 
which thou dost love — a desire for the mortification 
of the deeds of iiie mortal body, and a longing to be 
vhere thou art P for there sin cannot enter — nothing 
onholy can come where thou art — the new-bom soul 
shall leave the mortal body to rot in the grave, and 
oome before thee pure in thy purity, spotless from 
thy perfect work ; and when thou hast raised the 
corruptible bodies, incorruptible and glorious bodies, 
they shall be drawn to thyself, to reign with thee for 
ever. 



July 19. — Be not overcome of evil, hut overc&ine evil 

with good, — Romans xii. 21. 

Qnoe more am led to observe the unpremeditated^ 
linkB in the portions for the last few days. From 
leeing the electing love and almighty power of Je- 
hovah, in bringing the soul from darkness to light, 
ire saw the blessed promise of help from that mighty 
irm, and then were sweetly led into the fulness of 
Fesiis, as the complete sin-bearer of his people— ^but 
[lot the sin-encourager ; and now, my soul, thou hast 
me of the sweetest gospel admonitions that can fol- 
low the previously blessed truths for thy 'ni<d^\^\>\!^Ti. 
rbe sweet spirit of the gospel ot Sqsqa — ^tKva^^ 



268 JULY. 

patient, forbearing — is sorely set forth in this admcK 
nition, indited by the Holy Spirit of love and peioe. 
Mark it well, my soul ! meditate on it again and 
again — " Be not overcome of evil " — let not sin hafO 
dominion. Here is the straggle, lest we should U 
overoome ; and of fcen does the spirit of flesh arise, and 
revengeful feelings strive for mastery ; the pride of 
the heart has been put i«o the test — some (mebtf 
trampled upon thine honour — ^has spoken evil,/ab0^ 
(how thankful, iffdlsdy^ shouldest thou be). Hmb 
— be still — " Be not overoome of evil — ^let it not reit 
in thy heart — ^leave it with thy Lord — supplicate Im 
— pray him to help, that thou mayest be enaUed to 
x>veroome evil with good. In so doing thou sbalt, tf 
iihe apostle says, melt thine enemy into kindnea ; 
/and if thine enemy be too hardened to be tiiv 
-wrought upon, here will be further exercise for thy 
forbearance. Leave it with thy Lord for himtowoik; 
and do thou strive against flesh — knowing thy old 
man is crucified with Jesus, let the new man sue for 
wictory through our precious Lord. 



July 20. — Let all bitterness, and wrath, and angefj 

and clamow, and evU speaking, be put avxsyfrm 

you, with all maUce; and be ye hind one to anwiheti 

tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as Chd^ 

for Christ* s sake, hath forgiven you. — Eph. iv. 31, 82. 

Have we not "precept upon precept, line upon 

line " ? and, as if one admonition were notsuffioieiit> 

here is another day's meditation for thee on ChrisiiaD 

conduct ; and well would it be for iiie Church of 

Christ if the ear were more open to thepeace-speakiog 

sound of Chnatiaivliatmouy and love. AnddoGod'i 

own people, who \i«v©\j^tx\^ voXft ^^ ^^^ls^tnMl^ 



JULY. 259 

indiilge in bittemess, wrath, anger, damour, evil- 
speaking, malioe P Oh, my soul — my brethren — take 
heed to yonr spirit, and pray consider, with attention, 
the next verse ; pnt away all these, " And be ye kind 
one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God, for Christ's sake (not, will forgive — Oh, 
do note this in the memory's storehonse !) hath for- 
given yon." This is the tidisman for brotherly love, 
for Christian oondnot — ^the law of love for what hath 
been done for thy sinful sonl ; for in proportion as 
thoa lovest thy Lord for what he hath done, and dost 
appreciate and apprehend his work and labour of love, 
lo wilt thou love the brethren in Jesns, when thou 
oanst recognize the impress of the lovenseal. My soul, 
bear in mind this tender admonition, and may the 
Lord the Spirit seal it upon the heart continually : 
'' Forgiving one another, even as God, for ChrisVa 
iake, hath forgiven youP 



JxTLY 21. — And thou shalt remember aU the wag wftich 
the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the 
wHdemess, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know 
what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep 
his commandments, or no, — Detjt. viii. 2, 6, 16. 
Ponder, my soul, over these words, which appear to 
have been separated from the chapter as peculiarly 
striking to thy apprehension ; and do they not unfold 
much of the great mysteries in the gracious leadings 
of thy Gk>d with his spiritual Israel P '' Thou shalt 
remember all the way the Lord led thee in the wilder- 
ness ;" and dost thou not remember all his dealings 
hitherto, that thou hast been humbled, and proved, 
and shown what was in thine heart — ^how totoXl^ \&r 
capabJa of keeping the holy commandments ? '' T\wsa 
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sbalt also consider in thine hearty as a man chasteneth 
his son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth thee." 

Lord, how true 1 Thy corrections are all in love, 
thy trials in mercy, thy chastisements blessed, and 
just, and right — ^in kindness and tenderness, as » 
Father — with wisdom's eye of pity, to restrain, in- 
struct, and subdue. And he has fed thee in the 
wilderness with manna thy fathers knew not— they 
only saw it in type, and had it literally, and are dead 
— thou seest it spiritually, and hast it in substance; 
for is not Jesus the sum and substance of all the 
shadows — they, the bread to feed the mortal body— 
thou, the bread from heaven, to save thy inmiortal 
soul — with that their bodies died — with this thy sool 
shall live for ever (John vi. 49, 50). To humble tiiy 
proud flesh has Jesus been set before thee as every- 
thing, the all-and-all — and thou, sinful, corrupt, vile, 
polluted, poor, and wretched — as nothing, yea, less 
than nothing ; and only by the grace of God thou art 
what thou art. And that he might "prove thee"— 
for what, my soul ? Take special notice of this— to 
do thee good at thy latter end. Oh, this is the con- 
clusion of all the mysterious dealings of God witii 
thy rebellious nature. Again, I say, ponder over 
these words, and see if thy wilderness condition be not 
contained therein ; and dost thou not believe, though 
not always taking comfort therefrom, that aU % 
trials, and humblings, and provings, are to be eveo- 
tually for thy good ; and while we praise thee, Lord, 
for preventing and delivering mercies, let us praise 
thee for chastening mercies — love thee more the more 
thou correctest, and kiss the rod which is used for 
the good of thy claildreii-— \XiQvx%Jv there be no wwy 
efficacy therein, iot g\on «aSL^^««»^»^^s»*^ 
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the Lamb slain, the saorifioe accepted — salvation is 
complete in our Eternal Surety. 



JuLT 22. — And in that day thou shalt 8ay, O Lord, I 
loUl praise thee : though thou wert angry with me, 
thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedst me. 
Behold, Ood is my salvation ; I will trust, and not he 
afraid, for the Lord JEHO VAH is my strength and 
my song ; he also is become my salvation, — Is. xii. 1, 2. 
" And in that day thou shalt say, Lord, I will 
praise thee." In what day P and who is it that shall 
praise the Lord P How comprehensive is "that day; " 
in what a variety of ways do I behold it. Look, my 
soul, first at that day, that wonderfully awful, yet 
most glorious day, when the whole Church might well 
utter this propheidc ejaculation, with the subsequent 
oonf ession and acknowledgment of that important day 
when Jesus shed his blood on Calvary, to redeem his 
Church, his beloved bride, from the just anger of Gkxl. 
Well might she praise thee, Lord, when thine anger 
was turned away, and thou didst comfort her ; when 
she saw Jehovah as her strength and salvation ; when 
thou wert reconciled to thy fallen people, by the one 
only and all-sufBcient sacrifice of him in whom thou 
wert well pleased. And is there not a day when in- 
dividually the members praise thee ; when they are 
FBoondled to theef when, haviag felt the curse of sin, 
ihey see the Lamb that blots it from thy sight, O Lord 
Jehovah ; they feel the power of pardoning love, and 
«re comforted, and can say, " God is my salvation, I 
will trust, and not be afraid.'' Then Jehovah is thy 
wmg as well as thy strength. And are there not spe- 
cial days, when special members praise thee, Lord; 
when, having seen thy face as it were in aii^«E>\\> S& 
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turned unto them in love P Then there is the whole 
gospel day, from the birth of the Babe of BetUehem, 
to the coming of the Son of Man in power and great 
glory« Here may the Church continually (until he 
come again) "with joy draw water out of the wells of 
salvation/' Yes, my soul, as the vessels are brought 
in they draw the living waters; they receive life from 
the dead — and when the captives feel free, with joy 
indeed do they draw from, and feed and feast on him 
who liveth for ever. 



July 23. — And it came to pass after these things^M 
Joshua, the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord,died^ 
— Joshua xxiv. 29. 

Might not carnal reason be led to say, "Is ^^ all 
that can be said of such an eminent character as 
Joshua P " But my soul has been led to see the beantyi 
the simplicity, the force of Scripture language, in this 
simple eulogy on Joshua. Is there any earthly aid- 
vancement that can honour a sinful worm of the earth 
more than being " the servant of the Lord ? " And 
does a servant of the Lord desire more than this ? Can 
any praises, couched in all the eloquence of speech, 
be more pleasing to the ear, more dear to the heart, 
more gratifying to the soul, than this P Oh, there is 
something so heavenly to my ear in these few words. 
"The servant of the Lord ! " This implies the aD 
of Christian obedience and love ; the servant appointed 
by the Lord shall perform all his will ; his heart, hit 
strength, his services^ are given to him who thiu 
honours his creatures ; the will is brought into a sweel 
subjection, the powers are devoted willingly to the 
Lord, who moulds them to the form which pleasetii 
Mm ; and the aoul toaB mcw\'9kfiftL^VJsis»\8!ftL^%«Sss^'^^^ 
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tbe garbled praise of man, he wants the approval of 
bis God— and if this faithful warrior could know the 
Seripture record of himself , he would assuredly desire 
DO other praises, seek no other approval, rejoice in no 
o&er office than being the servant of the Loud. 



July 24. — Better is a dry morsel and quietness there- 
vith, than an house full of sacrifices with strife. — 
Paov. xvii. 1. 

How heartily doth my soul respond to this proverb 
<rf iiie wise man — " A dry morsel and quietness ! " 
Oh how mnch to be preferred to a house full of sacri- 
iioes with strife. Can all the sacrifices that might be 
offered to the Lord be acceptable to him, whether in 
the public sanctuary, or the private home, if strife and 
contention, bitterness and wrath, anger and malice, 
crown the offerings ? Better a dry morsel — alone — 
in quietness, than all the sacrifices that man can offer,, 
with strife, which must embitter all. My soul would' 
^sooner share a dry morsel with love and union, 
tban join the daily flesh-offerings where hatred 
reigns and strife rules ; where the name of Jesus is pro- 
fessed, but the spirit of love is not followed. What 
can be said more ? It is meditation to which I would 
(Jraw the soul — not aim at elucidation. Ponder, then, 
3ver these words, and may all reflection lead to him 
in whom is quietness and assurance for ever ; who is 
the one great sacrifice, '' and by one offering hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified." 



fULY 26. — My righteousness I holdfast, and will not 
let it go : my heart shall not reproach me so long as 
I Hve, — Job xxvii 6. 
Ob the Phariaaioal self-righteouaueaa ot tclot\a\. 



264 JULY. 

man ! These were awful words for Job to utter; 
but he was nnconscious of the awf ulness and bold- 
ness of his assertion — boldness, in larosting to his 
own strength — awful, because if he continued as lie 
resolved, there would be no salvation for his nevfflf- 
dying soul. '^ My righteousness I hold fast, and vDl 
not let it go,'' was the exclamation of the self- 
justifying Job; he was, as some after him, ''going 
about to establish his own righteousness," by which 
he could not be saved : and farther, he says, ^ my 
heart shall not reproach me so long as I live/ By 
this resolve he virtually casts himself out of the 
kingdom of God ; and thus would every child of 
Adam do, either by presumptuous sin or by pie- 
sumptuous righteousness, were it not that Qod had 
reserved a seed to serve him ; given to the Ixffd 
Jesus Christ to redeem with his blood and to cover 
with hu righteousness : and when called in time by 
the constraining and irresistible power of the Hofy 
Spirit, their hearts reproach them, notwithstanding 
all their fancied integrity ; and their own righteoDS- 
ness they find to be but " filthy rags,'' and gladly and 
willingly do they let it go, submitting with broken- 
ness of heart to the righteousness of Christ To 
this was the self-righteous Job brought ; he abhoned 
himself, and repented in dust and ashes. Tciy 
this self-justifier was shown how weak his reaolveSf 
and that his toiUs and shalls must give way to the 
immutable wills and shalls of Jehovah. Hear the 
words of the Lord Jesus, ye who profess to believe 
in him, yet deny the election of grace : " All that the 
Father giveth to me shall come to me, and whoso- 
ever cometh I will in no wise cast out." 
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July 26. — Set yourselves, stand ye stiU, and see the 
salvation of the Lord, — 2 Chbon. xx. 17. 
How soul refreshing is it to have a message from 
the Lord, and how sweetly does the believer, with 
faiih given him of God, rest, trust in the promise, and 
tntiBt prevail. Look at it, my soul — meditate, reflect 
bhat the same God is over Judah and Jerusalem still ; 
ind hast thou not proved to thyself that it is so P ''Ye 
ihall not need to fight in this battle." What a blessed 
UBnrance ! *' Fear not, nor be dismayed.*' Oh, when 
inch promises are applied to the soul, mountains are 
ooade plains, and crooked things straight. '' To-mor- 
row go out against them.'' Here is the Ijord's bid- 
ling — '' for the Lord will be with you ; ** then the 
3attle — ^the victory shall — must — be ours ; and so it 
pxoved to Jehoshaphat. He sought counsel of the 
Lord, received a promise — an admonition — believed, 
>beyed, resorted to the means commanded, and pre- 
vailed in the strength of the Lord. Thus my soul 
prould act, thus exhort Judah, seek the Lord, move 
not until he bid, trust when he give the faith, stand 
itill until he say " Forward," but halt not when he by 
bia word or promise bid thee move. Such should 
t>e the position of the Church ; the enemies are creep- 
ing out of their holes. Oh, Judah, stand still, seek 
bhy God, wait the message, take the promise, stay till 
bihe word come ''to-morrow.'' Lord Jesus, in thy 
itrength we thy Israel shall be more than conquerors. 



JuiiY 27. — And he said tmto them, Bender therefore 
unto C€Bsar the things which he C€esar^s, and unto 
Ood the things which he God's, — Lukb xx. 25, 
What wisdom is displayed in this simple act of o\a 

blessed Lord I "The (fancied) wise ahaU\>e \ak«ii m 
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tbeir oVn oraftinesB/' Oh how have I pondei 
the wisdom so sunply exemplified, and so oonf 
to the children of this world ; and what an 
tion to the children of God. Ah ! do not mix 1 
holy and profane things. Kender to Caesar 
world — the duties the world requires, while j 
the world ; " honour to whom honour is due 
to whom tribute " — all in the fear of the Lc 
God that which is due to him, separate and a 
is in vain to attempt to mix the dues of ( 
Caesar together — " use this world, and not a 
Food and raiment must be provided — the hai 
work if ye would eat ; but here it ends ; the 
thy Lord's. " If ye love the world, and the t 
the world, how abideth the love of God in ye 
Pharisees, ye stand praying in the market-pli 
reprove the disciples of the Lord for plucking 
com as they passed through a field on a Sabt 
— ^ye strain at gnats and swallow camels — ye 
seen of men, but the Father seeth in secret, he 
at the heart, he will not be mocked — he will m 
vain sacrifices, fleshy offerings, half-hearted 
— world pleasing, flesh-gratifying, self-gr 
sacrifices are an abomination to the Lord, w! 
those "who worship him in spirit and in trui 
my soul, " enter not into their secrets." Hel 
give me wisdom and power to render to Csbs 
is due, in thy sight, and to thee what thou r 
of thy blood-bought family. 
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r 28. — Watch ye, therefore , and pray always, that 
may he accounted worthy to escape all these things 
tt shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son 
Man. — Luke xxi. 36. 

pun am I brought^ as it were, into the presence of 
9. He speaks^ and my soul would listen to hia 
1^ and meditate on his words. And to what am I 
Q pausing over this sentence ? I first see that I 
stand before the Son of Man, and am admonished 
itch and pray always — ^to be accounted worthy to. 
I before him P Oh, no, no, Jesns, the worthiness 
ly people is in thyself ; neither watching nor 
ng can make them worthy to stand before the 
, nor bring any of his creatures unto him unless 
iUs — but watch and pray that ye may escape all 
I trials that shall come to pass in the last days, 
e the second coming of the Son of Man. Yes,. 
Q thy watch tower, thou must stand before " the 
e of all the earth ; " but Jesus is thy Redeemer ; he 
paid thy ransom and thou art free — he will come 
I — expect — believe — trust — the Lord of all rules, 
he Lord of all shall reign. 



29. — When I cry unto thee, then shall mine 
mies turn hack : this I knoio ; for God is for me. 
'SALM Ivi. 9. 

dat a blessed exercise of faith it is to say, '^ This I 
;** when the reality of this is felt in the soul, every 
s hushed — every murmur quieted— every doubt 
7ed ; and when the Lord puts the cry into the 
f surely it is a token for good : " then shall the 
ies turn back, this I knoio, for God is for me,**" 
salmist could say in holy confidence. And 'vrli^.t ^ 
Oj can harm, if Ood he for tm — aiUL thin^ tqk^ 



floor ; " trials fade into a shadow, all things ai 

the f eety and the reality is enjoyed before the 

comes. This is precious faith — ''the embsi 

things hoped for, the evidence of things no 

Yes, the enemies shall turn back — " this I h 

God is for me/' Blessed assurance ! and as i 

is given, so certainly shall the thing come tc 

all shall be acoompKshed — for " God is for i 

my soul, can doubt or dismay arise when th( 

realize tiiis P Canst thou murmur, yet say, ' 

for me ? " Yes, thou canst say any — evei 

rebel and murmur the moment after thou haat 

imbounded mercies. But what a precious tr 

^' the Lord changeth not ; " he abideth fait] 

is ever the same, and nought can turn hin 

lieth the security of the redeemed, the Lor 

same from everlasting to everlasting. Glory 

ix> his holy name. 
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bhing of the holiness of Deity has passed before the 
ionl, and the spirit of holiness has revealed somewhat 
if the iniquity of the heart as standing hare in the 
light of God — not what appears before a fellow-worm ? 
W^hen edn is sealed upon the conscience by the Al- 
niglity power and demonstration of the Spirit, will 
lot the soul be constrained to cry out with the pro- 
^het^ '' all as an unclean thing " ? and my righteousness 
— ^what is it ? — ^where is it ? — yes, " all cur righteous- 
oeeses are as filthy rags." But what does the par- 
ioned sinner say,^^^ and lohere is thy righteousness? 
What ! why a glorious garment — a spotless robe — a 
Beamless vesture — ^immaculate purity — perfect holi- 
nesB — this, sinner, is thy righteousness ; but not in 
thyself — ^thou hast nought but filthy rags to cover thee. 
Then where is this of which thou boastest ? Ah, my 
•odI, where can it be P Behold the Lamb of God — 
behead Jesus Christ the righteous — ^behold him ''who 
was made sin, that we might be made the righteous- 
nesB of God m Atm." Yes, in Jesus, and in him alone. 
Here is plenteous redemption for all his blood-bought 
raoe; the righteousness of Jesus covers all their filthy 
rags, and in his purity they stand accepted and com- 
plete. Yea, '' we all do fade as a leaf, and our ini- 
quities have separated us from our God ; '' but Jesus 
hath atoned the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring us home to our Father's house. The Comforter, 
whom he hath sent, seals the work, reveals sin, applies 
the righteousness of Jesus, and giveth peace to the 
burdened soul ; thus '' we judge ourselves, and are 
not judged of the Lord." Oh tiien the filthy rags of 
•elf-righteousness — the loathsome garment spotted 
with the flesh — the flimsy webb of self-Bp\m iaTi<d<^ 
good works ^ self -approval — self-satiaiacVivoii— ^^i^- 
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seeking — self-esteem — all, all are filthy rags; away to 
the moles and the bats — send it all away with fhe 
sinS; my soul; and glory only in the glorious garment 
of thy Saviour*s righteousness, which 

Hides all my transgressions from view ; 
sins of iniquity, and sins of self-righteousness. Praisel 
praise to Jesus for ever ! 



July 31. — And in that day shall ye say, Praue the 
Lord, call upon his name, declare his doings amang 
the people, make mention that his name is exaUed.— 
Isaiah xii. 4. 

I cannot but again remark the unintentional suit- 
ableness of consecutive meditations. It is to my aool 
so blessed to be drawn farther and farther into the 
glories of Jesus. After meditating yesternoon on tibe 
filthy righteousness of fallen man, and being led there- 
from to contemplate the seat of true righteousnesB^we 
are brought this day to a glorious passage of the ior 
spired prophet. This day, my soul, thou art bronght 
to meditate on " that day," the joy and rejoicing d 
the redeemed of the Lord. Oh for the power of the 
Spirit to invigorate the soul, to enliven my compre- 
hension, to enable me in some measure to feast on the 
richness here brought to view ! Words are nothing) 
unless the application be sealed upon the heart; even 
this blessed text will fall on the ear of some, and pa» 
unheeded ; to others it may at one time be blest to 
the soul, come with sweet application, flow into the 
heart with power and energy, to the comfort and re- 
freshing of the spiritual man. At other seasons there 
is an emptiness, a stoical indifference, non-application, 
hardness of heart: and thus with other blessed trntbs. 
Do we not, then,leani \o wgytma.^fc^OoLft^^^.'^^ 
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applies to the heart, and gives us ix>feel as well as to 
understand ? It is not for mortal pen to equal the sub- 
limity of Scripture language, as ''aU Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God;" but it was written/or mortal 
man, and my soul would meditate on this inspired 
portion, and hope to catch a spark of the Spirit^s kin- 
dling, that may burst into a holy flame of love — of 
praise — of joy. And this can only be experienced by 
the guilty, sin-stained, self-loathing soul, as it sees 
Jesus, in that gospel day, revealed as its otan God and 
Saviour. The Church is here called to a strain of re- 
joicing ; and methinks the voice of the great apostle 
speaks a response in the heart to his call to the saints at 
Philippi, to *' rejoice alway, and again I say, rejoice." 
" In thiit day ye shall say. Praise the Lord.^ The 
lofty strains of the prophet point to the God of salva- 
tion — ''make mention that his name is exalted.'* And 
is not the name of Jesus above every name? He is to 
be exalted above all ; he hath redeemed his people — 
he has brought in — given to them an everlasting 
righteousness. " sing imto the Lord, for he hath 
done wonderful things ; " yes, " the ends of the earth 
shall see the salvation of our God." Oh thou inhabi- 
tant of Zion — thou saved sinner — ^thou mystical body 
of Jesus, '' Cry out and shout," for great is the Holy 
One of Israel in the midst of thee. Jesus, Jesus, 
reigns triumphant; he hath ascended on high; death 
and the grave he hath vanquished, and will come 
again in glory unspeakable, and where he is there 
shall his people be, and reign with him for ever. 
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Aug. 1. — / wiU cry unto God most high; unto G(n 
that performeth all things for me, — Psalm Ivii. 2. 

It is most blessed, my sonl^ to have a cry put int 

thine heart to " God most high." Oh when tria! 

come in, temptations assail, then the God who pei 

f ormeth all things is cried unto — this is thy contmui 

experience. But I am now led to ponder over th« 

"all things," and to look farther than the daily tria 

of the new-born soul. Yes, he performeth all thinj 

for me, saith the soul — all things for me, saith tl 

Church — all things for me, saith the Beloved of ti 

Father. The Church, the individual member and tl 

glorious Head, are so incorporated, that we camu 

separate them. Christ, in his human natur&-ti 

Church, in her state of alienation — the believer, und( 

sensitive trials may cry, " He shall send from heave 

to save me from the reproach of him that would swa 

low me up." Who is this, but that roaring lion wt 

still goeth about, seeking whom he may devour? Di 

not Jehovah send from heaven to save his elect? Di 

he not send his only-begotten Son to redeem thei 

from death, hell, and the grave ? Did he not sen 

from heaven angels to strengthen this beloved Son,i 

whom he was well pleased, when he was strugglin 

with the powers of hell, contending with all the di 

vices of Satan, the powers of darkness, and witi 

the weight of all the sins of those he came to save 

Yes, it was the power of Deity put forth at all time 

to save from the devouring enemy ; the same powa 

is exercised now to save from Satan and his legion 

for God perf ormet\i a\\ tlam^ for me — and, oh mj 

soul, will he not petiorni «!\\ ^i^Kva!®^ Xft'Oaa «c^^^. l^ssas 



AUGUST. 278 

on high, mercy and truth are met together 
hain of the lion is tightened — the Comforter 
g the people, and helpeth the cry of the dea- 
rith groans that cannot be uttered. The Lord 
e, he will hear their cry, he will chain the 
ry, whether man or devU, and bring to naught 
ry of the oppressor." This God is our God 
and ever. 



— And they went forth to go into the land of 
an ; and into the land of Canaan they caine. — 

xii. 6. 

the sovereign power, as well as the decreed 
IS of Jehovah, upon which my soul is led to 
ie in this movement of the patriarch in going 
the Lord's command) from the land of his 
, and from his kindred, to that land which the 
id promised ; and he takes his wife and all his 
oe to go into the land of Canaan. It was at 
ding of the Lord, who commands — who speaks 
d, and necessity is laid upon Abraham, and he 
•th — ^not agamst his will, but he is made will- 
id as the sovereign power of the Spirit works 
so shall the sovereignty be manifested in the 
lishment. The declaration of Scripture is so 
so positive — ^* And they went forth to go into 
1 of Canaan ; and into the land of Canaan they 

Thus the word of the Lord is true, the call 
Liord is positive, the work of the Lord is sure, 
er we take up the call into the kingdom of 
)r the final summons, when the vile body 
>ff — left behind — ^it is each certain. The soul 
s called upon to leave the land of Egypt — leave 
ired — leave all for the land of milk aiid\ioii<&^ 
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and precious fruit, into that land shall assuredlj 
come ; nothing can stay the work of Almighty power, 
the eternal decrees of sovereign grace. The land is 
allotted, the portions divided, long before posaessicm 
is taken ; every redeemed soul — ^redeemed by precious 
blood — shall, without a peradventure, be brought^to 
their inheritance— not all the foes of earth and hA\ 
combined shall keep one vessel out. Called to the 
land of promise — ordained from eternity — into the 
land of Canaan the whole posterity of the father of 
the faithful shall come. To Jesus be the praise, the 
victcwy, the glory. Hallelujah ! Amen. 



Aug. 8. — According to the eternal purpose which k 
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord; in whom ffv 
have boldness and access with confidence by theftnl^ 
of him, — Eph. iii. 11, 12. 

Well, my soul, thou art brought again to a con- 
:firmatory New Testament portion of thy yesterday's 
meditation ; and from reflecting on the certain fulfil- 
ment of Old Testament promises, and the decreed 
purposes of God, we are now led to see in whom the 
purposes began. Yes, " according to the eternal pfflf* 
pose which Jehovah purposed in Christ Jesus oor 
Lord." Oh, my soul, how blessed it is to be settled 
in this glorious truth — all things eternally purposed in 
Christ by Jehovah, who changeth not ! My sod, it 
must be so ; all things must be according to the sove- 
reign purpose of the Almighty who ruleth in heaveo 
and earth. And how dare the creature he has fonned 
say unto him, " What doest thou ? " But these veiy 
rebels agftinst his eternal decrees are continually fol- 
filling them, though imconscious to themselves. Te^ 
'^ purposed in Chiiat 3e«v»,\xv'wliom we have boldnea 
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aooeaSy with oonfidenoe^ by thy faith of JSmJ^ 
e over this, my soul ! boldness and aooess, with 
denoe, by the faith of Him, Thy faith often 
: but it is the faith of Jesus I would rest on for 
art, as well as for meditation. If faith be f^ven 
erdse, it is thy gift, Lord ; but this faith may 
iien the confidence rests entirely on the faith of 
: so that whether the faith of the members be 
Broise or not, the faith of Him is ever the same, 
n this we have boldness and access with confi- 
t. Yes, blessed Lord, when faith is given to see 
thee, hy thee, through thee, from thee, then the 
ests, not upon faith bestowed as the procuring 
, but upon Jesus, the immutable rook, as the all 
verything; and the gift of faith, the appro- 
ng grace by which the blessings treasured up in 

are realized — enjoyed of the everlasting por- 
yj the faith of Him. This is confidence. And 
we have boldness and access — ^we approach the 
)r without fear — ^we gain admission through the 
the Spirit helping our infirmities, taking of the 
B of Jesus, and showing them to us in their ful- 
and freenesB, firmness and eternity. Oh, my 
all thy hopes for etemiiy were in the eternal 
ees in Christ Jesus — they cannot fail ; mysteries 
irere hidden are now made manifest in Jesus — 
ysteries which remain will be manifested by the 
from heaven — ^* this same Jesus, who will do- 

in like manner as he ascended," when he will 
to be glorified in his saints, and destroy the 
ced'' with the breath of .his nostrils, according 
imal purpose, purposed in himself before the 
began. Amen — so he it. 



Ti 



276 AUGUST. 

Aug. 4. — For the Lord your Ood is he that ; 

you, to fight for you againtii your enemi 

you. — ^Deut. XX. 4. 

The promises given to ancient Israel are c 
blessedly experienced by the spiritual Israe 
plied with sweet realizing power^ for the o 
and strengthening of a poor cast down so 
often is the soul brought very low, flesh t 
and spirit sinking into the earth, looking in 
human reason — ^looking at, and calculating 
trials which surround on every side. Th- 
often pleased to leave his children for a 
themselves, to teach them their weakness ; 
deavour to fight the enemies in their own 
and lose battle after battle, until they learo 
have no power or might of themselves. Oh 
cious then is such a promise as this app 
power by the Spirit ; the Boul sinks into n 
the sight of self, and casting itself bare and 
fore the Lord, rests with passiveness on Ati 
How blessed to behold armies and legioi 
thee, yet to hear the sweet sound coming 
thy heart — " Be not afraid of them ! " for 
" the lx)rd thy God is with thee." Yes, the 
that brought ancient Israel out of Egyptiai 
and thee out of Egyptian darkness, he " g 
you to fight for you " against those enen 
thou canst not overcome in thine own streuj 
what, my soul, is the sure result P He Bav< 
rescues thee ; for he goeth with thee. It 
thy believing, nor thy doing, but the Loi 
thee ; and as surely as he fights for thee, 
will he save thee. When we realize by fail 
say with conMence, " T^i*? Ijoxd ia on my i 
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not tear/* then oomfort flows into the soul, and " we 
izepaaedve in his hands.'' But glory to the immnta- 
bilify of our God — ^the God of Israel — he fights, wh«i 
we have neither comfort from his promises nor expec- 
tations from his power. He may withold the oomfort 
of believing, when lie means to bestow the blessing 
needed. Thy Gt)d, my soul, is ever the same, f aith- 
fnl to his promise, mighty to save, and assuredly 
shall conquer. Place thine enemies in his hands, 
fight them not in thine own strength, whether foes 
without or foes within ; if thou canst say, " My God 
is with me," then thou mayest confidently add, '* Be 
not afraid." The God of Israel is the same — ^the God 
ai Jacob our refuge— the God of Abraham our 
Faiher — ^the seed of David our Deliverer and King, 
our God manifest in the flesh, who fought and con- 
quered^ died and saves. 



Aug. 5. — I wat dumb, I opened not my mouth : be- 
canue thou didst it. — Psalm zxzix. 9. 
For the soul that rebels against the Lord's will — 
fights against his purposes — murmurs at his trying 
providences — is impatient under afflictions, to be 
brought to utter these words with power felt in the 
heart and deep humiliation, is, most assuredly, a 
blessed exercise for the strengthening and refreshing 
of the spiritual life. And what but the power of the 
Almighty can bring a rebellious soul to this passive 
position — " I was dumb, I opened not my mouth ? " 
I was brought to submit, to be silent before thee, 
'' because thou didst it." I see thy hand — acknow- 
ledge thy power and right to act according to thy 
good pleagure ; and thou liast brought me to aay /^ T^it^ 
win be dme:* ''Thou didst it," therefore it mMA\.\» 
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right, and just, and good. ^ Thou didst it," there- 
fore it most be for my aotd's benefit ; the trials came 
from thee, and I am dumb. We seldom see the mercy 
in the trial, until it be past ; and often look with 
bitterness on a fellow-sinner whose conduct has 
wounded us, when we should bless the Lord, who 
may be weaning us from an idol, or humbling the 
pride of our heart. It is a precious exercise to see 
the Lord's hand in all our tribulations, and to say, 
*' Thou didst it ; " and let me bless thee and praue 
thee with my whole heart. 



Aug. 6. — Tha Lord is my shepherd ; IshaQnot VHtnt.— 

Psalm xxiii. 1. 
Oh, blessed portion ! My soul, canst thou act faith 
here ? Canst thou say from thy heart, " The Lord is 
my shepherd ? ^ Is he thine only God, thine only 
Saviour, and thine only Friend ? My shepherd! oh 
sweet and precious name ! Doth he watch thee, feed 
thee, lead thee forth into green pastures — call thee by 
name, place thee in his fold, and call thee his P And 
when, as unconscious as the silly sheep of his pre* 
sence, is be still by thee, supplying thy wants, and 
guarding thee from the ravening wolves ? And if then 
stray from the fold, doth he seek thee out, and gently 
draw thee to him — or, may be, finding thee wounded 
among the thorns — entangled in the briars — doth he 
take thee to his bosom, or gently lead thee back to 
the fold ; does he bind up thy wounds, and apeak 
comfortably to thee? Oh, precious, precious shepherd 
of thy sheep ! Yes, " the Lord is my shepherd, I 
shall not want'' — ^neither food^ which the world know- 
eth not of, nox watesc ^omia!^ttws!L\5aATw«t ^^jfe- 
nor Shalt tbo\i want cate^ a\. »a.\:Ynxsa,^B5tt.^»as»\^>^ 
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difficulties, and watohfnlness by night and by day. 
Thou shalt not want a glorious garment to oover th^ 
deformity, nor a orown of glory to deck thy brow ; 
tiioa shalt not want any good tiling, thy need shall be 
sapi^ed ont of the fulness of thine allnraffioient shep- 
herd. The Lord, the God of Israel, is still the shep- 
herd of his seleoted people. David's Lord is the 
Christian's Lord, ''the God of Israel and Saviour 
thereof" — "My Lord and my God!" Pause, my 
soul, to admire the greatness of redeeming love ; the 
special as well as the general favour of free grace ; 
this, to the whole Church — that, to thine individual 
self. Oh how transcendently blessed to knota thy 
shepherd, and to have thy wants supplied for eternity. 

Oh "Jesus, Shepherd, Husband, Friend," 

To sweetest pastures lead 
Mj smking sotQ, so cold and dead. 

That I may richly feed. 

Show me those streams, again — again. 

Those living waters, where 
My thirsting soul would take fresh draughts, 

And cast on thee all care. 

The Lord, he is my Shepherd still. 

Supplying all my need ; 
But tiiis is all my comfort now, 

By faith on him to feed. 

He gives me all I want below, 

And faith sees him the same ; 
He treasures up eternal bliss, 

Oh praise his holy name ! 



Aug. 7. — I^omthe end of the earth tvHl I cry tmtcy 
thee, when my heart is overwhelmed : lead me to the 
rock that is Mffher than L — Psalm hd. 2. 
What a mercv it is to feel the spirit oi tv^o^^qt^.^. 

and to know there ia a God, from wliom nevfc^et ^^V- 
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ness nor distance can hide ; and when the soul is 
overwhebned, to have One to cry unto even from the 
end of the earth, from whom we would not flee — ^nay, 
rather, to whom we would come — on whom we would 
desire to rest, cast our burden, and open our wounded 
hearts. No, the soul under the Spirit's power would 
not hide from the presence of the Lord, as our finfc 
parents did. Oh what a change ! what a privilege ta 
have a way of access — no longer the fiery law, buttbo 
olive branch of peace. We draw nigh with boldnea 
when we can say, ''Lead me to the rock that is hig^ 
than I." " The rock ! " Oh, blessed word to oonv«y 
to our poor mortal comprehension the imnmtability ol 
our God ! Holy Spirit, lead me to thai rook ooo- 
tinually ; it ib there only my soul can find peifeck 
peace, without alloy. That rock liias truly been **i 
shelter " from the stings of consoiaioe, the condem- 
nation of sin, ''a strong tower from the enemy." 
Blessed Lord Jesus I it is thou alone that canst over- 
come the enemies of souls — ^thy strength is greater 
than all — thy word is power, and thy work is sore. 
'' The rock of ages " cannot fail. Oh to feel that Jesoi 
is our " shelter and strong tower! '' What then have 
we to fear P how can we fear P Alas, faith fails, and 
then we look at self, and not at Jesus — at flesh, and 
not at spirit — at sandy foundations, and not at the 
immutable rock. But praised be the name of fbe 
Most High, he remaineth ever the same — ^floods can- 
not prevail against him« — nor any power sweep from 
Jesus those who are in Him^ who shall be with him 
for ever and ever. 
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UQ. 8. — For no man ever yet hated his orvn flesh; hut 

naurisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the 

O^urcA.— Eph. v. 29. 

*^ As thoa, Father, art in me, and I in thee ; that 

ey also may be one in us." Who can understand 

mystery of this glorious union with Christ, the 

ing head of his one body the Church P Yet it is as 

le as the Scriptures are true, and the words of our 

orable Lord can make it. 

What a sweet, a blessed contemplation, is that of 

3 Lord's nourishing and cherishing the Church; 

their supplies drawn from him, all their strength 
rived from him, all spiritual food supplied by him. 
>iiri8hing and cherishing implies all that a tender 
rent, an affectionate nurse, a loving husband, can 

for one greatly beloved — all that can be done for 
e as dear as self, ** for no man ever yet hated his 
rn flesh." The apostle U8esl:he figure of an earthly 
iom to set before us the oneness of Christ and 
3 Church ; *' for we are members of his body, 

his flesh, and of his bones.'V Oh, my soul, dost 
on realize the comfort of this mysterious, this 
BTDal union — one with Jesus — complete in him? 
ortaker of all the blessings to which he is heir — 
jrtner with him in all his heavenly treasures — every 
easing thine of which Jesus is in possession — all 
y sins atoned for by him — and all his puriiy, holi- 
SBS, righteousness thine — ** comely in his oome- 
less," standing before the Father in Jesus, and not 

thou art in thyself; thy filthy garments exchanged 
r his glorious robe — made one with him as a bride 
lomed for her husband. I'recious truth ! Blessed 
ard, help thy Church individually to resb^i.^ xcLOt^ 
fiPr tbia 8onl-comforting portion of thy "wot^ — otA 



282 AUGUST. 

with Jesus ! nourished and cherished by him who 
knoweth no change — ** if we change^ he remaineiih 
faithful." If we sleep, he neither slnmbereth nor 
sleepeth — if unoonscions of his presence, he is still 
with his Church, ever watchful, nourishing and 
cherishing it without intermission. 

To be with Jesns one, 
To be complete in him, 

To stand before the Father's throne 
Without a spot of sin ; 

This, this, my sonl, is thine. 
If thon'rt redeemed by grace : 

And thon in Jesns robe shalt shine, 
And see him face to face. 

He nonrisheth his Iambs, 
He cherisheth his bride ; 

And by his all-sufficient hand 
Her need is all supplied. 



Aug. 9. — I being in the way, the Lord led me to the 
hottse of my master's brethren, — Gen. xxiv. 27. 
There is something very soul-refreshing in con- 
templating the actions, petitions, and faith of ^ 
trusty servant of Abraham's. When he found his 
prayer answered — when he beheld the damsel before 
him for whom he had asked the Lord, his first act is 
to bow the knee and worship, and utter a short and 
simple thanksgiving ; but what is particularly 
impressive, is his acknowledgment of " being in the 
way ** — " I being in the way, the Lord led me to tiiB 
house of my master's brethren.'' The Lord led me 
— ^yes, my soul, the Lord brings into the right way^ 
then leads to the accomplishment of his purpoaea. 
He gives the petitaon. \» «j^ lot -vYks*. \va ^urpoBea to 
give; every piayeT m^^ftOiVs ^^^^^'^gsr^'««*' 
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isaredly shall be answered. However flesh may 
>bel or give way^ into that way must we go which 
of the Lord's appointment ; and all that the Lord 
>point8 most be for the ultimate good of his people, 
annot the renewed soid review the past, and see 
line of the way the Lord has led ; many paths which 
stve witnessed rebellion, which has been turned to 
raise — some in days of darkness, which has led to> 
>iritual light — spiritual blessings from the God of 
.braham, the father of the faithful ? Have na 
raises passed the lipsP No thanksgivings to the 
od of mercy and truth P Oh, my soul, I would bow . 
16 heart, and worship the Lord who has not left us 
BBtitute of his mercy and his truth. His mercy 
as flowed to rebels, his truth maketh wise unto> 
ilvation, by the sovereign power of the Spirit, 
trough Jesus our Lord, to whom be praise for ever 
ad ever. 



wUG. 10. — When the poor and needy seek water ^ and 
there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I 
the Lord will hear them, I the Ood of Israel wiU not 
forsake them, — Isaiah xH. 17. 
Oh precious, precious promise, for the poor and 
Bedy I And who are these ? There are many "rich 
ad increased with goods ; '' many full, wanting no- 
ling ; many who " have kept all Gkxi's command- 
tents from their youth; " many "thanking God they 
re not as other men : " there are many clothed in 
arple and fine linen, who fare sumptuously every 
ay — ^these are not poor and needy. But are there 
ot some who are poor in spirit, seeing the exceeding 
nfulness of sin, and feeling their need oi «ii\>^\Xi&'^ 
^bteonaneaa than any a sinful worm oi \iScLe e«cc>^ e»xv. 
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attain unto ; who ore conscience-stricken and oon- 
vinoed that they have, in the spirit of gospel pnrily, 
gospel holiness^ gospel perfection — ^if not in act- 
broken every one of the commandments tinder the 
law ; who can say, yea, feel, they are the chief of sin- 
ners, and smite the breast, with " God, bemerdfal unto 
me ? " Who feel they are empty, wanting all, in want- 
ing the one thing needful, and hungering and thirst- 
ing after righteousness ? Oh blessed position, when 
the Lord the Spirit has brought the soul to hunger for 
the living bread — to thirst for the waters of evearlasto 
ing life — to feel that they are " wretched, poor, mifltf- 
able, blind, and naked." They seek bread and inter, 
but there is none upon earth that can satisfy ; ^ 
tongue f aileth for thirst, then they cry unto the Loid: 
they are like the parched ground, seeking for that 
well of which if they drink they shall live for svtf. 
What saith the Lord ? " I the Lord will hear them; 
I the God of Israel will not forsake them." Oh ye 
poor and needy, blessed are ye. Jesus oame to seek 
and to save that which was lost — ^to call the nnner, 
not the righteous, to repentance. Jesus came to bindnp 
the broken-hearted, proclaim liberty to the captive, 
and open the prison to them that are bound. '^ If the 
Son make you free, then are ye free indeed." BejoioB, 
then, oh my soul, in the great work of salvatum hf 
Christ Jesus. The poor and needy shall not seek the 
Lord in vain ; for he is a God that is nigh, and not 
afar off. He will hear the cry coming from a brokn 
heart and a contrite spirit, and will give the iweet 
healing waters of Bethlehem, by which the soul shall 
live ; that water which Jesus alone can give, and 
which shall be a 'weW ol ^r^^x ^^TSskj;i:^s^u]Q into eve^ 
Jasting lif e. TViea© arot^^^iat «cA^««ftl^*«^^a^ 
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nrorship the Father in Spirit and in tmth; for the 
Father seeketh such to worship him. 



A.UG. 11. — And he wiU destroy in this mountain the 
face of the covering cast over ail people , and the vail 
that is tpread over aU nations. He tvill swallow up 
death in victory . — Isaiah xxv. 7, 8. 
Thy meditations, oh my sonl, must centre in the 
Lord Jesus, whether we contemplate his first or his 
leoond advent. He is the destroyer — he is the re- 
irealer, but the end is not yet; all enemies are not yet 
piot under him ; the " covering that is cast over all 
people, and the vail spread over all nations,** are not 
^et destroyed, — therefore we must look to what is yet 
Hitore in these words of prophecy. And do not the 
irords of the inspired apostle confirm the view of that 
irhioh is in reserve ? Then shall be brought to pass 
fchat saying — {fheuy when this corruptible shall put on 
inoormption) — death is swallowed up in victory. 
Fherefore is my soul led to contemplate the consum- 
mation of all things. The glorious work was begun 
[m Calvary's mount, which leads to the blessings 
irhioh are reserved for all who love the appearing of 
the Lord. What, oh my soul, are all the treasures of 
earth ; nay, all the trials of this time-state compared 
to the glory that shall be revealed, when the covering 
cast over all people, the vail spread over all notions, 
shall be destroyed. Then "he will swallow up death 
in victory." Noio the sting of death is only removed 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who hath borne for 
his Church all that was due for sin; but the effects of 
■in still exist with the redeemed, who sigh, and weep, 
and mourn, but " the Lord God will wipe away tears 
from off all faces." Kejoice, oh my aoul, m ^Ja^ ^x^v 
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pect of ihis; which is to oome to paas — all sin, aorioWi 
pain, grief, suffering, trials from all enemiesy all and 
everything of flesh in the natural body shall be de- 
stroyed ; when the second Adam, the Lord hm 
heaven, shall descend, and give the spiritaal bodj 
which shall never die. Bejoice, I say, in the pros- 
pect, ''for the Lord hath spoken it." Amen and 
Amen. 



Aug. 12. — The mght is far spent, the day is at hand: 

let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and kt 

IAS put on the armour ofUght, — Romans xiii. 12, 

What is the night and the day to which the apostle 

alludes P Holy Spirit, do thon open the midenbod- 

ing and give light — spiritnal light — ^to my darkeoed 

soul ; for thou only canst cause the shadows of mtn- 

ral knowledge to flee away, and give that spiritual 

substance which abideth for ever ! 

The night to which the mind is directed ia that 
spiritual darkness which has pervaded this earth from 
the fall of our first parents. And is not this the 
covering — ^the vail which we saw in our last meditir 
tion ? Has not the natural eye been spiritually dark- 
ened in reference to the promised seed, from the tune 
the promise was given ^ The seed (Gal. iii. 16) whidi 
the Spirit alone can spirituaUy reveal. And does not 
the apostle refer to that day, when all these phall be 
destroyed P Oh my soul, darkness, gross darknea, 
still covers this earth, which the coming of the day of 
the Lord alone will disperse ; and if in Paul's time 
'< the night was far spent, and the day at hand/' how 
much more may we '' lift up our heads," seeing tiiat 
the day is more than eighteen hundred years nearer: 
and although " a thousand years with the Lord is but 
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ui one day," viewed by as pnny half-sighted mortak, 
^et shall that day most assuredly arrive, but of the 
imes and the seasons knoweth no man — ^this is a 
leoret belonging to Gk>d the Father only. '' In a 
noment^when ye think not, the Son of Man will oome.'' 
< Let us then cast off the works of darkness, and put 
m the armour of lighf — oast off the deeds of the 
leah, and walk in newness of life. Holy Spirit, help 
IB, thy people, '^ to be as those who wait for their 
Lord." But whether the day be so near at hand, as 
for any of the present generation of behold the 
ximing of the Lord without passing the valley of 
death, is not revealed unto us; but this we know, the 
lay of death is near to some, and certain to all — the 
night of this state must close over us at last, and a 
light shall then shine in upon the soul, either of eter- 
oal darkness or eternal light ! Then will commence 
ftn eternal day of eternal woe or eternal glory ! Oh 
my soul, what hast thou in prospect P Lord, if thou 
judge according to the deeds of the flesh, then am I 
stemally lost — ^for one sin in thy holy sight is as 
amenable to thy justice as a thousand sins ; but thy 
mercy — ^thy everlasting love — saith, " Here is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased." This is the 
Daysman who standeth between God and sinners — in 
whom the sins of the redeemed are buried — by whom 
the righteousness of God is imputed unto them (2. Cor. 
V. 21). Having therefore by faith put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil 
the lusts thereof. 

Lord, do thou keep me, that I may not stumble^ 
guard me in the hour of temptation — ^guide me in the 
time of perplexity — ^uphold me in the moment of dan- 
ger — strengthen me in weakness— enlighteii ix^ Vcl 
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darkness, and enable me to ascribe all the glory, all 
the power, and all the praise, to the One God in a 
Trinity of Persons, revealed to ns in the face of 
Christ Jesns onr Lord. 

A debtor to mercy alone, 

Of covenant mercy I sing ; 
Nor fear with* thy righteousness on, 

My person and offering to bring. 
The terrors of law and of God 

With me can have nothing to do ; 
My Saviour's obedience and blood 

Hide all my transgessions from view. 

TOPLADT. 



Aug. 13. — Oh how great is thy goodness, which tktm 

hast laid up for them that fear thee, — Ps. xxxi. 19. 

The inspired l^salmist^ the sweet singer of Ijsnd, 
knew something of the height and dep^, the leiig& 
and breadth, of the love of God ; for he had known 
the depths of sin. And how glGrionsly does he 
oome out at times, with his harp, as it were, in foil 
tone, to praise the God of his salvation. In the 
words before ns, he extols the goodness of the Led 
God of Israel ; and in the same way the New Testa- 
ment saints join the harmonious choir, to extol tiie 
same God who hath in this latter day revealed him- 
self by his Son, and caused all to be one in Ghriit 
Jesus, in whom there is neither Jew nor Gentile. 

Yes, my soul, I would say, " Oh how great is thy 
goodness ! " And yet in these fleshly bodies we can- 
not comprehend its infinity, for it passeth under- 
standing ; but the infinite store is laid up for them 
that fear thee, '' which is wrought for them that tnA 
in thee before the sons of men.** 

Thy power, God, shines forth in the splendid 
works of thy creatm^ \v»xv6l\ Wt thy great goodnees 
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beams most tranoendently through the darkness of 
ibis sinful world, in thy work of redemption wrought 
out fully, freely, unreservedly for those who trust in 
tiiee. '* No man can by any means give a ransom 
for his brother/' No mortal can or oould atone for 
sinful man, himself being sinful ; no arm of flesh 
can help a wretched sinner ; no sinner^s blood oould 
ever appease divine justice ; in man, fallible man, 
tiiere can be no real trust. Thy great goodness 
then, oh Lord, is in thy wondrous work of redemp- 
tion ; to Jesus must the soul continually turn, and 
with holy fear and reverence, under the power of 
filial love, trust in him for all the goodness laid up 
for time and eternity, which is ever flowing, and is 
inexhaustible — and with the Psalmist let us say. Amen 
and Amen. 



Aug. 14, — Now the Qod of hope fiU you with all 
joy and peace in believiny; that ye may aboimd 
in hope through the power of the Holy Ohost. — 
Romans xv. 13. 

How blessed — how inconceivably and inexpressibly 
blessed — it is to the soul, when a word comes with 
pcnoer : when the tear starts to the eye ; when the full 
heart seems surcharged, and a joy breaks in upon tLe 
dark path, like a gleam of the glorious sun burst! ug 
from under a dense cloud. Such, oh my soul, are the 
effects of these words of the highly-favoured Paul, 
** written by inspirati(m of God.'' Blessed Lord, there 
la no true abiding joy or peace separate from thyself. 
Thou art the God of all hope, all peace, all love ; and 
only as the eye is fixed in hcpe upon Him in whom 
we believe through the power of the Holy Ghoat, do 
we abound in hope, and are filled witbi ]oy aad'^^^A^ 
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All that might be written could not flow into the soul 
with power, unless applied by the holy Spirit. When 
the all-sufficiency of Jesus is applied then do we 
abound in hope ; when unbelief prevails, then are we 
driv^en to despair : for a sensible sinner without a 
Saviour is the most wretched object upon this earth. 
But, blessed be God, he will not leave us comfortieiB, 
he will never forsake the sheep of his pasture; hot if 
he hide his face for a little moment, he will return. 
O Lord, what a mercy to be brought to see Thee nn- 
changeable, so that if there be no joy^ there is peace; 
and if there be not a fulness, there is not an empti- 
ness ; if we walk not by sighty we walk hj faith on the 
Son of God. Yes, Jesus, Jesus remaineth the same 
— he cannot change. This, my soul, is thy hope, thy 
joy, thy peace; this the anchor in thy soul — Jesus tiie 
eternal rock which cannot be moved; here only canst 
thou rest in peace, when the joys of salvation have 
ceased. Oh joyful sound, " Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever." 



Aug. 16. — If any man vnil come after m,e, let him demi 
himself y and take up his cross daily y and f<Mow me. 
— Luke ix. 23. 

What is it, my soul, to deny thyself ? Lord, speak, 
for thy servant would spiritually understand thy word. 
It was not, most assuredly, *^ in meat and drink, or 
respecting holy days, which were a shadow of things 
to come, and which puffeth up the fleshly mind" (Cd. 
ii. 16 — 23), that our Lord meant by denying one's 
self. No, no, something far from this, is to deny thy- 
self . All the works done in the flesh — ^all the denials 
and mortificationa infl.icted on the flesh, are not a de- 
nial of self, but Ml l9Lo\\2.\ii% oi ^^^^ ^i^esK^ -^^ self- 
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l^bteoQanefls, thine own works and doings, and follow 
aas as thine entire Saviour. Yes, and take up thy 
088 daily, and follow Jesus. Have not all the re- 
amed family a cross to bear P And dost thou, my 
nl, carry it patiently P Art thou ashamed of Jesus P 

The CTOBs is sometimes too mighiy for flesh to bear ; 
id did not the Lord uphold and support, the flesh 
onld sink under it : but if thou follow Jesus, he will 
)lp thee ; if thou follow him fully, thou canst not 
it deny thyself — all thine own fancied good deeds 
e laid at the foot of the cross, with all thy sins, the 
irden of which, did they come upon thee according 

justice, thou couldst not bear, they would crush 
ee to atoms, ''would grind thee to powder; " but 
B cross of thy Redeemer, when faith sees JBtm as all, 

everything, thou canst bear cheerfully, if he be 
eased to whisper to thy soul, " It is for my sake." 
i esteem it a blessed privilege, not only to believe 

him, but to suffer for his sake. 



UG. 16. — Ood is our refuge and atrenythy a very pre- 
sent help in trovkiU, — Psalm xlvi. 1. 
Oh when the soul is in sweet and believing exer- 
le, what a privilege to realize the comfort of such a 
>rd as this. God, the great, the high, the Holy One, 
ir refuge and strength ! a very present help in 
Tuble ! Is not all, and everythii^, of real import- 
.oe comprised in these few words P If Ood be our 
fnge, what can we fear P if our strength, how can 
) fail P if a present help, why should any trouble 
inoy P Oh when the soul feels the power of this pre- 
>a8 truth, we ride on our high places, we rejoice in 
ibnlation, and sing in the lion's den, or in the midst 
\ the fire. Bnt "Rbj the Lord Jehovah ts ooi Yeiw^^, 

\3 ^ 
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our strength, our help at at all times ; but we do no^ at 
all times realize the comfort — we are fallible, He is 
infallible — we sink into unbelief, but Hs is an unvary- 
ing refuge ; and will never forsake us, world without 
end. Amen again and again. 



Auo. 17. — It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and 
singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard* 
praising and thanking the Lord; and when tkg 
lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymJbdi^ 
and praised the Lord, saying. For he is good: fir 
his mercy endureth for ever : that then the house wst 
JUied with a cloud, even the house of the Lord,— 
2 Chbon. v. 13. 

The types and shadows of the Old Testament hav- 
ing been blessedly fulfilled, and revealed to us, in tin 
New Testament, we are privileged to look within the 
vail, to see an enduring substance, a '' temple noi 
made with hands/' a ''city, whose builder and mato 
is God;" an '' altar, whereof they have no right to 
eat who serve the tabemade.'' The sacrificeB and 
ceremonies under the law having had tiieir end ful- 
filled, the yoke of the law is taken off, and thoie 
'* whom the Son makes free, are free indeed ; ^ their 
'' yoke is easy and their burden light." But often ii 
the position of the Church in the wilderness i^phfld 
unto the soul in a spiritual signification, and we gather 
sweetness from that which is dead. 

The visible Church, under the old dispensation, be- 
ing typical of the true, and now invisible. Church, there 
is a harmony in it, which is lost to the visible Chareh 
under the new dispensation. To this harmony we are 
led while medvUtmg on our Scripture portion. ConW 
we not look Aie^^ond Vla^ «xa&\l\sv!^ -tnss^;^ CJilonrob, 
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asBoredly we should feel but little oomf ort ; disoords and 
diviBions abound, but, blessed be God, we now look to 
that which is not seen, and in this oneness of sound, 
of praise, and thanksgiving, recognize the one Church 
of our glorious Head, and the soul seems to feast in 
the thought that a period is to come when the '' Onb 
Csurch'' shall surround the throne of the Lamb, and, 
in the most glorious harmony, shall with one voice 
souiid eternid praise to Him who hath redeemed us 
And washed us in his blood. But there is a union 
whioh we do not see a harmony which we do not 
feel — one sound whioh we do not hear, except b^ 
Jmth; it is one body complete in Jesus, and all 
unite in naming his name, by which alone we can 
be saved. There is an invisible union — one body 
of many members, all occupying their appointed sta- 
tion, one m the Father and the Son (1 Cor. zii.; John 
xvii. 21). All are perfect, complete, and glorious in 
the spiritual head; by one Spirit are all baptized into 
one body ; all that comes from that Spirit must har- 
monize ; all discord is of the flesh ; the same sound, 
fbe same praise, proceed from the self -same Spirit. 
*^ One Lord, one faith, one baptism ; one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in 
you all." Blessed reflection ; glorious, precious heart- 
warming meditation. Perfect in Jesus— one with Him 
— accepted in the Beloved, in whom the one body 
stands complete before the Father. One sound has 
gone forth unto the ends of the earth, '* glad tidings 
of great joy.'' Salvation by free grace through Jesus 
Ohrist ; and the redeemed shall unite with one heart 
in songs of deliverance from the law — songs of praise 
to him who hath redeemed us — songs of triumph over 
death, hell, and the grave — songs of victory V>\nTXi 
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ihat eitteth upon the throne, and to the 
ever. HaUelnjah ! 



Aug. 18. — For I know the thoughts that 1 
wards you, saith the Lord, thoughts ofpeac 
of evU, to gite you an expected end, — Jkb. 
Here we have an Old Testament promise t 
ral captives of Jndah, which to my soul is s 
applied as a revelation of the mind of Jeho\/ 
glorious gospel brought to light in the N< 
ment. Peace by one only sacrifice was pi 
in paradise, and the love of God was set 
elect Church before the foundation of the wi 
my soul, to what unhmited boundaries < 
range ; the mind seems lost in the extent of 
tion. Time and eternity present themse 
everlasting love of God — thoughts of peac 
of evil, from eternity to his elect — ^proda] 
peace by Jesus Christ in the fulness of time 
dividual soul-travail from the revelation of 
the wrath of God seemed ready to burst upoi 
victedsoul, and evil appeared to be all the I 
intend, or the soul deserve ; but the peace- 
blood of Jesus, applied by the blessed S] 
claimed — "my thoughts are peace" — an< 
flowed in like a river " — then came the exp 
— and still, my soul, the expected end is 
Eternity ! oh eternity ! lies before thee ; 
expected end is to '* depart and be with Ci 
lie down a vile body, and rise a glorious 
awake up in the likeness of Jesus, and see 1 
is. Oh blessed anticipation ! Glorious me 
By the power of the Spirit we seek the I 
most assuredly ^nd \iYa\. ^\v&xv. \«^ ^kax^^^ 
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Hb. '' Ye shall seek me, and find me.'' *^ All 
; the Father giveth to me shall oome to me/' 
b JesDs. " A broken and contrite heart I will 
despise." " A new heart will I give thee." Grace 
3vereign grace ! and love — eternal love ! absorb 

seal. I can bat look, and wonder, and adore. 
ce in the mind of God, while war and rebellion 
;n in the heart of man, until Almighty power is 

forth, and the rebel is brought— the love of 
ist constraining — ^to the foot of the cross, to cry, 
nclean, unclean," and Jesus all in all. Here is 
ttemess the heart only knoweth, and a joy a 
nger intermeddleth not with." Peace, peace, by 
blood of the Lamb. 



&. 19. — The Hyhteous also shall hold on his way, 
nd he that hath clean hands shaU be stronger and 
\ronger, — Job xvii. 9. 

Whatever might have been Job's ideas of a righteous 
I, the Christian — renewed by the Spirit of 
I — knoweth that he alone is righteous whose 
iteousness is of the Lord ; he who is complete in 
IS, accepted in the Beloved. And he shall hold 
lis way, for the Lord is his guide ; and not one 
be lost that is united by covenant love to the 
y of the glorious Head. He that is washed in 

blood of Jesus " is clean every whit ; " and aa 
1 becomes weaker and weaker, the soul waxes 
nger and stronger in Jesus. Man's strength is 
'eot weakness ; the weakness of the Lord is per- 

strength : and with the apostle, we '^ can do all 
gs through Christ strengthening us." Without 
1 we can do nothing. Oh for more weakness in 
, that the power of Jesus may leat \t90ii"Via\\.at 
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it is the power^ the strength, the guidanoe, ^ 
sovereignty^ of Him in whom " we live, and mwe, 
and have our being ; " and to Him, Jehovah Jeraiy 
be all the praise. 



Aua. 20. — He that worketh deceit shall not dwdlwUiF 
in my house ; he that teUeth lies shaU not tarry m 
my sight, — ^Psalm oi. 7. 

The New Testament is most assuredly the goldflB 
key which milocks the mysteries of the rigoroiiB law 
dispensation, as set forth to ns in the Old Testainfflit 
If we resolved with the Psalmist, surely we mni 
dwell alone ; and then our own hearts and tongiMi 
would bring us under condemnation. The Ser^ 
tures of truth declare that the heart is deoeitfnl, 
and that man goes astray from the womb, speaking 
lies : experience and observation confirm this tmtiiy 
and we must turn to the Testament of Jesus Chrisfcf 
and to the testimony of his apostle under the teadi- 
ings of the Spirit^ to show us the distinction of law 
and gospel — the one of works, requiring perfect 
obedience and an unsinning holy life — ^the otiier of 
grace, which giveth faith to believe in the I/vd 
Jesus Christ, as the only way to everlasting lifei 
The third chapter of Paul's Epistle to the Bomam 
fully satisfies my soul on this point. The entire sin- 
fulness of man by nature — ^the holy requiremeniB of 
the law, beyond the possibility of human nature to 
attain unto — and the alone way of access to Qod, 
and justification in his sight, are all plainly reveakd 
by tiie pen of the inspired apostle, that *' he wlio 
runs may read" and understand, if not whoDy 
spiritually blind. The words of the Psalmist, ther«f 0M| 
mmt imply somethmg b^^sf^^^*^^^*^^^^ '^<^d we look 
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rom David to Bavid*s Lord, in whom we see the end of 
he law for righteousness to every one that believeth, 
nd in whom alone perfection dwelleth — ^whoee heart 
lone, of all who ever trod this earth, was without 
BO&i, and whose lips uttered nought but truth — and 
a. Mis righteousness alone can fallen man enter the 
lOuse of the Lord, or tarry in the sight of God, for 
lere is the perfection and holiness of Deity. Jesus 
nly, in whom the fulness of the Godhead dwelt, could 
olfil the divine law — human nature can never be per- 
oot while it inhabits a corruptible body ; it is in the 
iviniiy of Jesus in union with his humanity that we 
^lold a perfect and complete Saviour. Let then 
by constraining grace, O Lord, be with us thy re- 
leemed Church ; that, seeing our imperfections, we 
lay look unto thee for strength in all our weaknesses, 
latienoe in all our trials, submission to thy will, and 
thee only and entirely for an abundant entrance 
nto thy heavenly and eternal kingdom of glory. 
Lmen — even so, Lord Jesus. 



lun. 21. — Thus saith the Lord, Cursed be the man 
that trusteth Vn mauj and mdketh fitsh his arm, and 
whose heart departethfrom the Lord. Blessed is the 
man that trtuteth in the Lord, and whose hope the 
Lord is, — Jbb. xvii. 6 — 7. 

The curses and blessings of the law of works were 
rithout reservation ; the arm of justice was laid bare, 
nd there could be no mitigation in its requirements, 
or then it would become mercy. A blessing and a 
urae were set before the Israelites by Moses; and 
lount G^rizim and Mount Ebal remain to this day as 
lonuments against the rejectors of their promised 
ieflsiah, who reject the law of love, and acoSL «^ 



298 AUGUST. 

mercy's call, and stmnble at the only way of attaming 
a heavenly, eternal inheritanoe. 

My Bonl, thou canst only now contemplate the 
cm^e as taken away, nailed to the cross upon wMdi 
Jesus was made a curse for thee ; and the cnises of 
Mount Ebal no longer rise in judgment against those 
who believe in Jesns — ^who trust not in man, nor in 
arms of flesh — ^whose hearts have been renewed by 
the Spirit's power, and, trusting in the Lord as their 
hope, their all, inherit the blessing prepared from 
everlasting for all the redeemed, whether Jew or Gen- 
tile, to whom the sweet message of mercy oomelih. 
Justice is silenced, and the law satisfied by Jesns 
Christ the righteous ; sovereign grace is richly dis- 
played, and we have nought to " glory in save the 
cross of Christ : " for ^< blessed is the man that trustetii 
in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is." 



Aug. 22. — Blessed are ye, token men shaU revile 
and persecute you, and shall say all manner of ev3 
against you falsely, for my sake. — Matthbw v. 11 
Now, my soul, turn thy thoughts to the words of 
thine adorable Lord, and see one of the blessings 
upon which thy last meditation rested — "Blessed are 
ye when reviled and persecuted, and all manner of 
evil spoken against thee/o&e^*' — mark this,/a&e/y,for 
Jesus', sake — " Rejoice, and be exceeding glad." Jesus 
spake to his disciples ; and doth he not still speak by 
the written word, the pen, of inspiration ? Are not 
believers in Jesns still disciples ? But where are the 
revilings — ^where the persecutions in the present day 
— ^and where the faithful disciples of Jesus ? Lord, 
the blessings are all treasured up in thyself ; thy dis- 
ciples are too coinpTOTCimTiV^,«.^^'^^^<5^^^Rft\^^ 



AUGUST. 2&^ 

for the exemse of suffering for thy sake ; and our 
only rejoicing is in thee and tiiy great salvation, while 
we follow thee silently — spiritually feasting on the 
blessings thou hast procured, and rejoicing inwardly 
that thou art all, and we debtors to sovereign grace. 



Aug. 23. — Thou hast avouched the Lord this day to he 
thy Ghdy and to walk in his ways, and to keep his 
statutes. . . . And the Lord hath avouched thee 
this day to be his peculiar people, as he hath pro- 
mised thee, — ^Dbut. xxvi. 17, 18. 
Again we are brought to meditate on the law given 
by Moses, which causes us to rejoice in the surpassing 
glory of the gospel by Jesus Christ ; the one a ser- 
vant, the other a Son ; the law served until the Son 
came upon earth to fulfil it. Israel promised what 
they could not perform ; for no mortal man dare pro- 
mise and vow to keep God's holy commandments; 
but the Lord was faithful to his promise. Israel brake 
these vows, and cast the statutes behind their back ; 
therefore the Lord has cast them off. Still he has his 
peculiar people, whom he will make high above all 
nations in praise, in name, and in honour. His spiri- 
tual Israel cannot keep themselves — they dare not 
make a vow — they know they cannot keep the holy 
statutes of the Lord — they look imto their head — they 
rest in his love — they live by faith in the Son — are 
dead to the law, and bring forth fruit unto God 
through Jesus Christ alone. Blessed be God, the Son 
abideth for ever ; the servant is no more. The Son is 
an eternal high priest, and a king who shall reign in 
righteousness ; the law-magnifier and the law-fulfiUer 
— the one perfect sacrifice — the real paschal lamb — 
and ever liveth to intercede for his own ■periec^'ViO^ 
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Aug. 26. — And it came to pass, when Israel wtu 
strong, that they put the Canaamtes to tribute, mi 
did not utterly drive them ofut.. — Judges i 28. 
Here is a breach of Grod's oommands for thy medi- 
tation. And what a lesson doth it contain ! Israel 
disobeys the Lord^ and he gives them up to the fniii 
of their own doings. Israel becomes strong, and f eeb 
greater pride in making the Oanaanites tribataiia^ 
than in destroying them according to the word of 
their God. They act under flesh, and to flesh are 
given up. The Oanaanites become snares ; and being 
left to prove Israel, prove in truth what man hu 
been, and what man still is : he prides himself on hi* 
strength and self-righteousness, braves temptation; 
and falls a prey. Thus spiritual Israel is brought to 
see the weakness of flesh ; and that only as God up- 
holds and strengthens, can the Canaanite be made 
even tributary. They are the enemies of the spiiitul 
man ; thorns in the side and idols in the heart, from 
which, Lord, deliver us in time, as thou hast done 
for all eternity. 



Aug. 27. — Hide not thy face far from me : put fuft 

thy servant away in anger : thou hast been my hdp; 

leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my td- 

vation. — Psalms xxvii. 9. 

The word of God is a casket of jewels ; and at 
times there is a precious gem, which sparkles out from 
amidst the treasure, and beams with peculiar lustre: 
so that it strikes its radiance into the heart, and we 
feel as if it exclusively belonged to our individual self. 
Such is the verse before me ; I claim it as my own— 
I feel it as my own, and can with the Psalmist sap- 
plicate the Lord w\t\i aW. la^ >afi»3^.^ V-^Odl ^^tg^ «wll^ 
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and with all my etrength. Thou hidest thy face, O 
Lord, and I am discomforted ; hide it no longer, l»e 
not far from me, pat not thy servant away in anger : 
but that, O Lord, that is far from thee — anger is not 
in thee — but thy rebukes, thy hidings are in love. 
Yes, thou hast been my help, and faith whispers, thou 
yet wilt restore unto me the joys of salvation ; thou 
hast been my help in every time of need, and art still 
my stay and my staff, my hope, and my trust ; leave 
me not, ** neither forsake me, God of my salvation." 
Precious faith keeps the hold on Jesus, and He 
changeth not ; never wiU he leave one in whom he has 
b^gun the good work: faith apprehends this, but 
sense has lost the enjoyment of the light of the Lord's 
countenance, and the soul mourneth as the lone spar- 
row on the house-top. Ketnm, O Lord ; how long 
wilt thou hide thyself — how long remain behind the 
(doud ? Wait — " wait on the Lord," the Psalmist con- 
tinues, ** be of good courage, and he will strengthen 
thy heart.'' Lord, it is faith alone in thy faithfulness, 
that keeps the soul from fainting by the way ; and 
faith is thine own gift. Thou art all and everything; 
self sinks into less than nothing, and glories in giving 
all the glory, and honour, and praise, to thee, O I^rd, 
who abideth the same for ever and ever. 



Aug. 28. — Nato these are the nations which the Lord 
left, to prove Israel by them, even as many as had 
not knovon aU the wars of Canaan; only th<xt the 
generations of the children of Israel might know, to 
teach them war, at the least such as before knew 
nothing thereof — Judges iii. 1, 2. 
We have meditated on the disobedience of Israel ^ 

and, pursuiiig tbeir history, we may leaxn tbA i«Kd^ 
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results : they intermamed with these heathen natj 
learned their ways^ and served their gods. In L 
ing at these verses, the mind reverts to Christian 
perience^ and would leave literal Israel to medita 
moment on spiritual Israel. They who read to 
derstand, may the Spirit of the Qod of Israel I 
them to profit^ as well aai help the writer ; and to ( 
be all the praise. All who are renewed by the Sp 
' enter a field of battle ; but when peace is proclaui 
to the sin-stricken soul, there is generally a restfr 
war for a time : the soul delights itself in him i 
hath spoken peace, and there is a self-satisf actioo 
frames and feelings. The Canaanites (or fleshly c 
tions of the natural man) appear not only tribnis 
but entirely extinct, and the soul prides itself on 
own hoiineaa— fancied holiness. Perfection is reaer 
for immortal bodies ; and the light of the Holy Sp 
revealeth the darkness and depravity of a oorr 
nature. It pleaseth the Lord that the motions of 
flesh shall still be felt by those who are under 
gracious leadings ; and the higher views they hav 
his holiness, the clearer do they behold their own < 
mptions : human nature is flesh still, the exdten 
of the first love subsides, the old Adam resumes 
place, and the soul feels utterly dismayed at the 
turn of the old corruption — the warfare begins "1 
the children of Israel may know, to teach them i 
at the least such as before knew nothing there 
Thus the Lord in wisdom leaves the Canaanitei 
the land, to prove Israel by them ; to humble tl 
pride, by showing them, when they have gaine 
little strength, something of the imagery of iniqi 
within — self is bronght down that Jesus may be 
''that no fliesh may gVjrj Sxi \iS& \ft««\^<sfe;» wad t 
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''he that glorieth may glory alone in the Lord.*' 

ThioBy my soul, hast thoa been taught, thus hast thou 

l)een brought down from thy high plaoes, thus hast 

fhou been taught the warfare ; and blessed be the 

Qod of Israel, who teaoheth thee the secrets of the 

kingdom — who giveth thee to see the two armies, and 

doth not give thee up to the desires of the Oanaanites, 

that still dwell within thy corrupt house of day. For 

leifaraining grace the glory be unto thee, Lord ; 

tnd may my soul with deep humility lie at the foot of 

fte oroflB, giving to Jesus all, all, all the praise. 



Aug. 29. — By the grace of God I am what I am. — 

1 Cor. XV. 10. 
How blessedly do the words of the apostle har- 
monize with our last meditation ! How deeply doth 
my aonl fed that all is of grace, and by the grace of 
God akme are we made to differ ! The great apostle 
of the Gentiles — this marvellous vessel of mercy — 
bontod of naught but the grace of God. Paul was 
bat a mortal man, distinguished by the grace that was 
gi?en to him ; and here his greatness shines conspi- 
ODOOaly , that he glories not in himself — '' by the grace 
of Gk>d I am what I am -^ and although he knows he 
kbonred mbre abundantly than all, '' yet not I, but 
tiie grace of Gk)d that was with me." Paul had felt 
himself *' the chief of sinners," therefore the super- 
abonndings of grace were more vividly experienced 
in bis humbled soul : he gloried in the work of his 
Master, he gloried in the grace of God, he gloried in 
ike cross of his Bedeemer. And what can we add to 
tins P Meditate, my soul, on this grace whereby we 
itend ; the more thou seest of the soveieigxit^ oi \)[i^ 
Bod, the mate wilt thou he self-humbled — -'boaA\.\Ti^S& 
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excluded, not by the law of works, but by the law of 
faith ; and, with the apoetle, we would oontiniially 
feel in the heart s core, " by the grace of Qod I am 
what I am/' 



Aug. 30. — Ood setteth the soUtary in families: k 
hringeth out those that are hovmd with chains: hd 
the rebellious dwell in a dry land, — Psalm Ixviiifi. 
Is not sovereign grace again set before thee, oh n^ 
soul ? One is taken and another left, according to ti» 
will and pleasure of the great Ruler of all things is 
heaven and earth. ^* He setteth the solitary in 
families;'' bestoweth grace as seemeth him good; 
'' bringeth out those which are bound with dudns;" 
making them "willing in the day of his power;' 
bringing them into the rich pasture of covenant love; 
giving them ^^ a feast of fat things ; " bringing them to 
the well-spring of life, that they thirst no more— to 
the fountain of living water — ^to the new wine tiuA 
maketh glad the heart — ^to Jesus the Author vA 
Finisher of all ; ** but the rebellious dwell in a dry 
land." And what hath made thee to differ ? SovereigA 
grace ! Be humbled then, oh my soul, if thy chaioi 
are knocked ofP; be patient, if solitary, and look unto 
the God of thy salvation, who will never leave nor 
forsake those whom he hath " loveA with an evfl^ 
lasting love." Bless the Lord, oh my soul I " 



.Aug. 31. — Tfiere are many devices in a man^sheai: 
nevertheless the counsel of the Lord, that shall stasL 
— ^Prov. xix. 21. 

Those who know anything of their own heaiii^ 
know that ita dQiv\Qet& «x«\iiQa.lsaLB.ble. The tamingB 
And windings , t^mtm'^ «^^ ^^^x^^^^cRs^'^iassa^^ 
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asolves, thoughts and intents, are beyond the oalcu- 
ition of finite num. He deviseth, and God bringeth 
naught; he appoints, the Lord disappoints: "never- 
heless the ootmsel of the Lord, that shall stand." 
Lnd doth not the wise man preach Qod's sovereignty P 
ATheref ore doth man reject this glorious troth P How 
an he assert the freedom of his own will, when again 
jid again his devices are frustrated P But whatever 
ihe mind of man may be, however he may fancy him- 
elf a free agent, '' the counsel of the Lord, that shall 
ttand." There is a beautiful harmony in thy laws, 
3 Lord, which mortals cannot penetrate ; an eternal 
shain, which thou alone seest ; link after link is dis- 
aioeed by time : there can be no discrepancy in thy 
irays, nor can there be any frustration of thy will, 
rhy word is yea and amen ; thy counsels " ordered 
in all things and sure ; " every event is before thine 
omniscient eye. ** Who then by searching can find 
9«it God P Who can find out the Almighty to perfec- 
tion P " We are to believe where we cannot under- 
ifcand. " Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven," 
For thy counsel, O Lord, that shall stand for ever and 
B¥er. Amen. 



SEPTEMBER 

8bpt. 1. — For the land, whither thougoett in to poues% 

it, is not (M the land in Egypt , from whence ye came 

out. — Dbut. xi. 10, and two following verses. 

This was the land promised to Abraham ; the land 

af Canaan, to which the Lord, the God of Israel, had 

directed and brought Israel, i^ter their term of ««mr 

tilde m Egypt was ended. We cannot \yvit \x«ai& ^Sei^ 
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Ghnsidan life in th« view of the " Chnrdi in 
domeaa," and meditate with a spiritual applia 
the literal dealings of the Lord with andeni 
Dost thou remember the land of Egypt, m] 
thine Egyptian bondage and darkness, slav< 
toil P Canst thou realize thy deliverance, i 
tranoe into the spiritual Canaan — ^the opening 
eyes to the hills and valleys — the draughts oi 
water which came down from heaven, to refi 
thirsiy soul, and cheer thy drooping spirit ? 
canst realize this, then art thou blest ; and t 
things of time and sense shall fade from thii 
and be weaned from thine heart. And this i 
which the Lord thy God careth f or ; his e 
always upon it, from the beginning to the end 
he is ever present ; he neither slumbereth no 
eth, but watcheth his sheep by night and 
Oh for a more vivid realization of this gr 
blessed truth ; to feel tiiat the Lord is ever 
*' about thy path and about thy bed ; " to li 
with praises for the mercies past, to arise wit 
ing for thy help in every time of need, cas 
thy care upon Jesus — ^poor and destitute in i 
rich in him who hath prepared a heavenly 1 
and a crown of glory for all who love him in 8 
and truth. 



Skpt. 2. — M^ soulf wait thou only upon Oodj 
expectation is from him. — ^Psalm Ixii. 6. 
It is very blessed to experience a waiting i 
and that only upon God ; then is the sool 
above every earthly difficulty, and with the 1 
can say, " fox m^ es^^ft^^tion. is from him." 
are tl^ expec^tioia ol ^iJaa ^Rra^'O^i^X.S&^v^ 
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d trusting in, the Lord ? A few only can be enii- 
srated. In trials expecting deUveranoe ; and that 
' tlungB are working together for good : in adver- 
Tf^ expecting help in every time of need ; in pros- 
srity, strength to resist the temptations set before ns 
•and all these expectations oahf from God. Yes, 
y Boa], all expectations are in the Lord; and 
^gm the Lord ; all that we have to expect is treasored 
^ in him, all that is experimentally applied oometh 
lom him. The reception of grace, the pardon of 
Df justification by the righteousness of Jesus, 
aemal glory, are all expectations (before realized) 
«n Him. A glorions resurrection to awake up in 
b likeness, to see him face to face — all, all are 
cpectations from him, the Lord of glory, the God 
\ salvation, the Prince of Peace, the Lamb slain 
!0m the foundation of the world, Jesus Christ the 
dly righteous, the only Saviour, the only hope, the 
dly expeotaticm of broken-hearted sinners. Yes, 
lOcd Jesus, my only expectation, and all my 
Kpectation, is from Thbb. Thou hast done all for 
kenuty; thou must do all in time, from whom 
bne Cometh our help. Glory! glory! to thy 
lorioxKi name. 



KPT. 3. — 8mg unto the Lord, oh ye saints of hie, 
and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness, 
— ViAUM. xxx» 4. 

Come, oh my soul, and ye who love the Lord, and 
Ain in praises to his holy name. ** Sing unto him, oh 
IB saints of his, and give thanks at the remembrance 
t his holiness.^ Meditate over the whole of this 
vecious Psalm ; it is all sweet as the honey, «Aji 
^iteBbiDg aa the dew of heaven. "H^ QSi^eit 
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endnreth bnt a moment ; in his favour is life : weep- 
ing may endure for a night, bnt joy oometh in the 
morning." Oh bow blessed are the words of troth, 
when applied with power — blessed to the soul ; for 
withont the Spirit's application they are as waiff 
spilt on the groond, and the most predons troths 
are a dead letter. Sing then onto the Lord— thk 
is a song of deliverance ; he hath delivered, and he 
will yet deliver. David oonld extol the Lord, ud 
cannot the redeemed now extol him? Oh pMe 
him, ye saints of his, for he hath done wonderfol 
thinga Praise him for his mercy and his lore, 
l^ise him for his free salvation. Praise him for 
his sovereign grace. Praise him for his mighty seta. 
Let all with spiritual breath praise the Lord, aod 
glory ye his holy name for ever and ever. 



Sept. 4. — In the Lord shaU all the seed of larad he 
justified, and shaU glory, — Isaiah xlv. 26. 
Mark well these words, ponder over them, my aool; 
compare Scripture with Scripture, and we shall have 
strong confirmation ''that they are not all Lnel 
which are of Israel ; " " neither because they are the 
seed of Abraham, are they all children." " That is, 
they that are the children of the flesh are not the 
children of Ood; but the children of the promiie 
are counted for the seed " (Rom. ix. 6 — 8). Again* 
'' Know ye not, that they which are of faith, the same 
are the children of Abraham ? " (Gal. iii 7). Theee 
are the words of the great apostle of the (}entil«; 
and our Lord* proclaimed the same before, when he 
called Zacchseus the publican; ''This day is salvatioa 
oome to this l[ioTi%e,ioxaam\ifih as he also is the aoiiof 
Abraham" (lauke:m,«^,TaM^\5vi^SA«Nifi^^ 
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Scripture testimony, that the name of Israel is not 
oonfined to the nation of the twelve tribes, the natural 
doMiendants of Abraham ; we see a spiritual Israel, the 
qdritual seed, to whom the promise of salvation m oon- 
fined, however this truth may be rejected by the many. 
But, blessed be God, there are a few who believe it, 
glory in it, '^ living by faith on the Son of God.** And 
liere,my soul, is the fulfillment of this precious promise, 
'' In the Lordshall all the seed of Israel be justified, and 
shall glory." Yes, glory that salvation is all in Jesus, 
"who of God is made unto us wisdom, righteousness, 
lanctification, and redemption '' (1 Cor. i. 30). *' For 
he (God) hath made him to be sin who knew no sin, 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
him " (2 Cor. v. 21). Oh the pride of human nature, 
which desires something of self to glory in, seeks jus- 
tification in the works of the flesh. But the seed of 
Israel do not so learn Christ, they are justified in him 
and glory in him, they rejoice to give him all the 
praise, they follow him in faith under the law of love ; 
and bring forth the fruits of faith according to the gift 
oi God, who giveth to every one the measure that 
pleaseth him to bestow : and all the seed are justified 
in the Lord, and shall glory only in him. 



Sept. 6. — Wherefore God also hath highly exalted himy 
and given him a name which is above every name : 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow. — ^ 
Phil. ii. 9, 10. 

Eromour last meditation, we are brought into a full 
view of the beautiful harmony of the Old and New 
Testaments. This (unpremeditated) text brings before^ 
US the Godhead of our Lord Jesus Christ, proved by 
the prophet Isaiah in the chapter, a vexaeoi ^\i\.0[i\i^ 



ol2 SEFTBMBEB. 

last contemplated. '^ I am God, there is none else ; 
I have Bwom hy myself, that nnto me every knee shall 
bow.*' Thus spake the inspired prophet, and the in- 
spired apostle confirms the equality of Jesus with Ood 
— proves that he is God — ^f<Nr there is bat one OodL 
The €k)dhead was veiled in flesh, and took the natore 
of man to be made sin, that man might be madeiigh- 
teoos. Oh great indeed is the mystery of godlineeB. 
Jesns hath a name above every name, and to him 
every knee shall bow; all things diall be broug^tinto 
subjection to him, all things shall be put under his 
feet, and " every tongue confess that Jesus Gbiiit ii 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father." Here is the 
glory of the Christian, that Jesns is God and man, 
one with the Father, and his Church one with him. 
Oh ^orious mystery, not to be comprehended by the 
puny mind of man, but to be believed in by faith. 
Blessed Lord, bring my heart to bow with subminoD 
to all thy decrees, as thou hast brought it to bow, in 
deep humility and soul travail, to the glorions tnith 
of thy divinity ; so that all the glory of my soul is to 
glory alone in thee, as the one perfect and complete 
Saviour of thy body the Church. Glory ! glory! to 
thy holy name. 



Sbpt. 6. — Hear ye tMsy oh house of Jacob, which an 
caUed ky the mtme of Israel, which swear bff the 
nofne of the Lord, and make mention of the Qoi <if 
Israel, hut not vn truth, nor in righteousness* — ^Isaiah 
xlviii. 1. 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, for ro> 
proof, for instruction, &c. ; and again are we led to 
trace the similarity of Israel of old — the then visible 
Chordi — ^to the viaWAe C\a^!iAAvc\.^!%knsfik now. And 
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<lo we not in thii verse perceive the lamentable state 
of the professing Church at this day ? What multi- 
tildes are called Christians, whom we dare not, cannot 
believe that they make mention of the name of the 
Lord in truth and righteousness. " Grace be with all 
them who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity/' 
saitfa our beloved brother Paul. Oh it is grace, grace, 
that makes tiie difference ; whether Jew or Gentile^ 
infidel or professing Christian, there is no love in sin- 
eerily to Jesus, no making " mention of the God of 
Israel in truth and righteousness," but by the grace 
of God in the heart ; here must be seated the power 
of Gk>d by his Holy Spirit : lip-confession, head-know- 
ledge, will not suffice, the Lord looketh at the heart, 
and not at the height of stature or outward beauty. 
God wiU not be mocked ; a time will come when all 
shall be made manifest, and it will be proved that 
the Lord alone ^'knoweth them that are his.'' 
" Search me and try me, Lord," and prove me, and 
help me fully to realize that I love thee^ Lord, in 
truth and righteousn< 



Sept. 7. — Havrng therefore these promueSy dearly be- 
lovedj let us cleanse ourselves from all fUhiness of 
the fiesk and spirit^ perfecting holiness in the fear of 
€hd, — 2 Cob. vii. 1. 

One part of Scripture cannot, by the verity of God's 
word, contradict another ; so that we dare not view 
these words as favouring the free-will system of man, 
or supporting the Arminian scheme of perfection in 
the flesh. " Without me ye can do noising ; " " all 
power is of Gkxl ; " " when I would do good, evil is 
present with me," are some, among the many parts 
of holy Sonptore, which refute the AjmVmaxsL^ cst««^ 
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We look to the former chapter, and there see the 
promises and cleansings specified ; '' tonch not the un- 
clean thing; and I will receive yon ;" let ns cleanse 
onrselves from the filthiness of idol worship^ perfect- 
ing holiness in the fear of God : *' perfecting that holy 
calling wherewith he hath called ns, *' not according 
to oar works, bnt according to his own purpose and 
grace, which was given ns in Christ Jesus before the 
world began " (2 Tim. i. 9). Lord, do thon open the 
eyes of my darkened understanding, by thy blessed 
Spirit, that I may not wrest Scripture, nor reject any 
part of thy precious word. While I contemplate the 
heathen idols, help me to cast all the idols of the 
heart at the feet of Jesus, that he may reign supreme, 
perfecting my holy calling with filial, not slavish 
fear, by living a life of faith on the Son of God, mo^ 
tifying the deeds of the fiesh ; but never to be satis- 
fied with self. And when I awake up in thy likenesS; 
and see thee as thou art, then shall I be satisfied in 
the full fruition of my hope and faith ; then shall I 
be perfected for ever in the love of the Lord. 



Sept. 8. — Thus scdth the Lord^ Let not the wUe mm 
glory in his toisdom, neither let the mighty man glory 
in his might, let not the inch man glory in his riches: 
but let him that glo7*ieth glory in this, that he under- 
standeth and knoioeth that I am the Lord, — Jbe. ix. 
23, 24. 

The Lord speaketh, but doth man hear or under- 
stand ? He warns, but doth man forbear P Let m 
look around, and what do we see but self -glory ? The 
wise glorying in the wisdom which is foolishness with 
God ; the mighty glorying in the strength, which is 
perfect weakness •, t\i© xvO^i, ^OT^vai^ va. tke riches, 
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h cannot pnrchafle one moment's peace on earth, 
1 inheritance in heaven. Some are glorying in 
3thers in self-righteousness ; but not one glorieth 
le Lord until brought to the foot of the cross, as a 
letsB, destitute sinner : and the Lord himself must 
forth his Almighty power to bring the heart of 
L man under subjection to his will When sin is 
in its deformity, and the heart by the light of the 
it, man no longer glories in himself, but glories in 
Lord, who hath redeemed him ; and then he un- 
;andeth and knoweth who is the Lord. He no 
er " confers with flesh and blood ; " and though 
lay have known Christ after the flesh, yet when 
>mes to glory in him, he knows him so no more ; 
knows him only after the Spirit, knows him as the 
rd who exerciseth loving-kindness, judgment, 
righteousness on the earth : " knows him as the 
1 who delighteth in his own holy law. The re- 
3d soul also delighteth in the law of God after 
jiner man ; though to fulfil it he finds not the 
3r ; but the will is present with him, so that he 
^hts to glory in the ^' Lord Jesus, who of God is 
e unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
redemption.'' Thus the apostle confirms the pro- 
, '' that according as it is written, he that glorieth 
im glory in the Lord " (1 Cor. i. 30, 31). 

Compared with thee, God, most high, 
AU things of earth are dmig and dross ; 

Help me to live, help me to die, 
In glorying only in thy cross. 

Jesus, by whom we live and move. 

By whose almighty power we stand 
Accepted, by eternal love, 

To reign with thee at God^s ri^l \iasi^ \ 
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To thee be honour, glory, prfdse, 
For thy salvation fall and free ; 

Tune our dull harps, our hearts to raise, 
To glory only. Lord in thee. 



Sept. 9. — For €hd hath not given tu the gpirit of fear: 
hut of power f of love, and of a sound mind, — 2 Tnt 
i.7. 

My sonly how sweetly does the experienoe of the 
believer harmonize with holy men, who spake in times 
past as they were moved by the Holy Ghost ; theie 
were men oompassed with infirmities as we are at thii 
day ; men of like passions with ourselves, but tbe 
same Spirit, who giveth grace to all the members, but 
not gifts, in like measure. How is my soul then oon- 
firmed by these words of the apostle, in the leadingB 
of the mind, when meditating so recently on his irard 
to the Corinthians. No, no, God hath not given m 
the spirit of fear, but the spirit of adoption, whereby 
we cry " Father ; '* the spirit of power, by which we 
are brought to believe in the heart in the Lord Jesoi; 
the spirit of love which casteth out fear ; and God ii 
no longer a consuming fire, as under the law of Sinai, 
but the Otod of love, who has brought us to " Jesoi 
the Mediator of the new covenant and the blood of 
sprinkling, which deanseth from all sin ; " the spirit 
of a sound mind, receiving the Lord Jesus in all meek- 
ness, and sitting at his feet as the man among the 
tombs, *' dothed and in the right mind ; " " clothed 
"upon with our house from heaven ; " " receiving a 
kingdom which cannot be moved ; " and under the 
law of love we "serve God acceptably, with holy 
reverence and godly fear." 
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Sept. 10. — O Lord of hostSf bletsed is the man who 

tnuteth in thee. — Psalm Ixxxiv. 12. 

The one only true God, the God of Israel is styled 
the " Lord of Hosts." One appeared unto Joshua, 
and called himself the Captain of the host of the Lord. 
Jesns is called the Captain of our salvation. '' Loose 
thy shoe from off thy foot, for the place whereon thou 
fltandest is holy," saith the Captain of the Lord*s host 
unto Joshua. The Lord Christ is then the One by 
irhom the invisible God spake from the beginning, by 
irhom a revelation was made of the power of God- 
head veiled in flesh ; in whom only can man behold 
God and live. Is not Jesus the king of glory ? Who 
is the king of gl<n*y ? The Lord of Hosts ; he is the 
king of glory. Then blessed is the man whotrusteth 
in Jesus. Thou and the Father are one, declared by 
thine own mouth. Thou art the only way of access 
unto him who is invisible ; the only way of recon- 
ciliation ; the highway of holiness ; and none can err 
who walk therein. '' Blessed is the man who trusteth 
in tibee ;" for he trusts in the Lord of Hosts ; trusteth 
in the arm of omnipotence; in him who cannot 
change ; in him who is mighty to save— powerful to 
perform ; whose will who can overthrow P Who 
speaks, and it is done ; who commands, and it stands 
fast. Blessed are they who put their trust in Jesun 
for time and eternity. 



Sept. 11. — A soft answer tumeth avjay ivrath: but 
grievous words stir up anger, — Pkov. xv. 1. 
We daily learn that perfection belongeth not to man 
in this timenstate ; yet have we admonitions^ instruc- 
tions, and warnings. The desire of the TQnerRod %cs^ 
2$ BubmiaaioB to Qod*8 will ; the cry oi ^^(d \iens^> 
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'^ subdue mine iniquities;'' the struggle of the sool, 
between flesh and spirit : and though we believe 
** there is no condemnation for them who are in Christ 
Jesus/' yet the law of love to Christ constraineth m 
to loathe the deeds of the flesh, which often make m 
long to depart and be with Jesus, delivered from that 
which is a house of bondage to the freed spirit Look 
then at the words of the ancient preacher, and say if 
this, with many more, is not wholesome admonitioD. 
It is a truth, <' a soft answer tumeth away wrstib;'' 
turns a full tide of invectives ; restrains the violence 
of an unrenewed opponent, and brings them often to 
crouch at the feet of him who battles in the strength 
of the Lord : while *' grievous words stir up anger," 
perhaps end in murder — for man unrestrained by the 
power of God is a very devil, and renewed man is 
only kept by the same power. "The tongue iaa 
world of iniquity, and is set on fire of hell." Cannot 
my soul say with the Psalmist, ** Let the words of my 
mouth, and the meditations of my heart, be acceptable 
in thy sight, God, my strength and my redeemer?" 



Sbpt. 12. — Forhei'e we have no continuing cityfbutwe 
seek one to come, — ^Hbb. xiii 14. 
We have here an overwhelming subject for thy 
meditation, oh my soul. Dost thou not feel it a troth 
— yes, and a blessed truth P We are but wanderers in 
the wilderness, sojourning in a strange land ; for "hsfti 
we have no continuing city ;" we know that tf <i^ 
earth shall perish, and we ourselves have only a life- 
hold in the things of time. The period must oome 
when all of earth will close upon us ; then how blessed 
to have no continumg oity , and more so, to be seeking 
one to oome, that la, Bi \iesiiN«t\^ . ^V^bX casi^^<^^ 
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sessioDB of earth avail when we are on the verge of 
Jordan ? when the cold hand of death tells xu we miust 
leave all. And what can purchase an inheritanoe in 
heaven ? Nothing ; the free grace of God alone can 
hestow it, and faith realizes the blessing. ''The 
fathers died in faith, seeing the promises afar off, 
and confessing they were strangers and pilgrims on 
earth ; and they that say snch things declare plainly 
that they seek a country." We see the promise made 
to the fathers 'fulfilled in Jesus, ** whose day Abraham 
saw and was glad." And shall not we rejoice while 

Travelling through Immaiinel*s land 
To fairer worlds on high ? 

Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, oh my soul, 
and hope to the end ; privileged to have no abiding 
city, and most highly privileged to be seeking one to 
oome ; a city not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens, '' where is laid up a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord the righteous judge shall give in that 
day" — not to Paul only — "but unto all them also 
that love his appearing." Even so, come quickly, 
Lord Jesus. 



Sept. 13. — The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor : 
he hath sent me to heal the brokenrhearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captive, and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised. — 
Luke iv. 18. 

A portion full of the most blessed truths, for thy 
meditation, oh my soul. Holy Spirit, help me, that I 
may read to understand, and meditate to profit. But 
surely these words are so explicit, that ^^ \i<b \k&XiTS&Si 
may read "and understand, but to pxoBt Sa Ti^ vi 
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certain. Here is the aocomplishment of a prophecy, 
and the Lord Jesus himself proclaiming that it ms 
fulfilled in Him. We see the sure word of prophecy 
fulfilled in this Scripture ; and the word of him "who 
spake as never man spake " attesting the truth of it, 
and revealing the glorious news of his mission— 
" peace on earth, and good will towards men." What 
was the mission of Jesus, thus called P ** For he shall 
save his people from their sins." " The Spirit of the 
Lord was upon him, because he had anointed him to 
preach the gospel to the poor." '^ Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." 
He was sent to heal the broken-hearted ; '' blessed 
are they which mourn, for they shall be comforted" 
— "to preach deliverance to the captives, and recover- 
ing of sight to the blind ; to set at liberty them 
which are bound." This was the message of Jesus 
on earth ; " He was a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and the glory of his people Israel." He came to ful- 
fil in time, what had been purposed in eternity. He 
was the promised seed, to bruise the serpent's head. 
Israel's Messiah, shadowed forth under their law dis- 
pensation, and whom Israel rejected, because he 
oame in humility, and not with the pomp and splen- 
dour of earthly kings ; for " his kingdom was not of 
this world." He was the ''Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world ; " the one only and sufficient 
sacrifice, speaking peace by the shedding of blood 
once for all; the eternal and ever-living high priest, 
who has now entered into the holiest of holies, to 
that no more sacrifice for sin is needful ; Jesus, the 
Mediator, is the new and living way. " This is my 
beloved son, heax \i\ni^^ \9«& ^^ ^roioe out of thedoad; 
and when it waapaftt,^ea\]&^«A\.wsaATSiLQ^^ 
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ind Elias were gone : law and prophecy were oom- 
>lete in Jegfoa, now hear him. Yes, Lord, when the 
tony heart is softened to receive thee ; the spiritually 
>iind eyes nndosed to hehold thee; the sin-bitten 
oul brought to turn to thee ; when thon by thy Spirit 
last delivered the captive, bound by the chains of 
on and Satan, and set at liberty them that are bound 
—" for whom the Son makes free, are free indeed " 
—then will the soul hear thee, follow thee, cleave to 
ihee, and, believing in thee, rejoice in thee and praise 
•hee for ever and ever. 

Believing, we rejoiee, 

To see the curse removed ; 
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice, 

And sing redeeming love. 

Watts. 



Sbpt. 14. — Hearken imto mey ye that know righteous- 
nessy the people in whose heart is my law ; fear ye 
not the' reproach of men^ neither be ye afraid of their 
reviUngs, — ^Isaiah li. 7. 

Who can make self -application of these words P To 
ham IB the admonition addressed P Jesus spake to 
ia diBoiples when he said, '^ Rejoice and be exceed- 
^ glad when men revile ye f and these are they 
ho know righteousness, and the people in whose 
Murt is Qod's law. Ah, why do these people so often 
•r the reproach of men ; ^afraid of their revilings F 
tie flesh is perfect weakness, and only in the strength 
' the Lord can we overcome. The law in the heart 
iveals the weakness of the creature ; and unless the 
oord give power, '^ we are crushed by a moth ; " we 
emble before our fellow-man, and fear the reproach 
' a sinful worm of the earth; but if the* Lord uphold, 
he give power, then are the reproaohea oi i£L<^Ti ^i^\> 
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at naug^ht; and their revilings ''as chaff before the 
wind." Blessed is it to know our weakness, but moie 
blessed to know where onr stren^^ lietii. Ob what 
is the creature man, that we should fear him P What 
the reproaches of the whole earth, if the Lord be on 
our side P What the revilings (if false) if our heart 
be right with God P What is tiiie world, if Jesoa be 
ours P What this short life, with eternity before m ? 



Sept. 16. — For the wages of sin is death y but theg^ 
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
— Romans vi. 23. 

Here is life and death set before us; wages earned, 
and gifts bestowed. Wages, for what ? For serving 
the world, the flesh, and the devil — and this is sin. 
What are the wages of sin P Death. One sin brought 
death, by the disobedience of the first Adam ; '' and 
he that off endeth in one point is guilty of all ^— eo 
that all stand guilty before God. Life and imIno^ 
tality are brought to light through Jesus Christ the 
second Adam — the Lord from heaven ; and this ia 
the gift of God freely bestowed — not wages earned— 
not reward merited; but a gift, freely, fully, etenuJly 
bestowed upon whomsoever the Father will : and all 
whom the Father giveth to the Son shall surely come 
to him, and whosoever oometh, he will in nowise cask 
out. What, oh my soul, are all the gifts of eartiily 
potentates P What all the favours that man can be- 
stow, compared to that exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory ? '* Eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord;" and with him ''hath freely given all thinga.'' 
*^ All things are yours, and ye are Christ's, and Chriik 
is God's." Therefore in possessing Christ we poeaea 
^1 things *, and aML ^<& ^ oC God. '' TherefcHre let 
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no man glory in man.** Oh my sonl, the heights and 
depths of the love of God in Christ Jesos surpasseth 
onderstanding. It is praise alone that seems to arise 
in the heart and feelings for this unspeakable gift ; 
ihich neither the tongue can ntter, nor the pen trace. 
Therefore, in the words of the inspired Psalmist, I 
would pour ont my full heart ; *^ Bless the Lord, oh 
my aoul, and all that is within me, bless his holy 
name. Bless the Lord, oh my sonl, and forget not all 
his benefits ; who forgiveth all thine iniquities; heal- 
eth all thy diseases ; redeemeth thy life from destruc- 
tion, andcrowneth thee with loving-kindness and ten- 
der mercies." Bless the Lord, oh my soul. 



Sept. 16. — iify kingdom is not of this world. — 

John xviii. 36. 
And dost thou profess^ oh my soul, to be one with 
him, by whom these words were spoken P To follow 
him in the regeneration P To have part and lot in the 
great salvation P To have been renewed by the Spirit's 
power P To have been brought out of darkness into 
marvellous light, and the eyes of thine understanding 
opened to see the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and 
the exceeding riches of grace treasured up in Christ 
Jesus the Lord P If the great realities of redemption 
are thine ; if Christ has fulfilled the law for thee, died 
for thee, risen for thee, and ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for thee ; if his precious blood has cleansed 
thee from all sin, so that thou standest before God 
without spot, covered with his glorious garments of 
salvation ; if he is gone to prepare a place for thee, 
and will come again to receive thee to himself, that 
where he is, there thou may est be also ; oh, if thou 
canst realize these gre&t and glorioua pTW1\«^el&,\^CA^ 
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ihou art one of his sheep, to whom he has given 
eternal life^ so that they shall never perish, nor shall 
any pluck them out of his hand, and for whom there 
are joys unspeakable and full of glory, and pleasures 
for evermore at his right hand : oh, I say, what are 
all the kingdoms of this world ? the pomp, the 
vanities, the riches, the splendour, the pleasures c/t 
this time-state — yea, its ease and comfort, ocHnpared 
with that heavenly inheritance, that everlasting kiiig- 
dom treasured up in Christ. How vain does all of earth 
appear, when the soul is drawn out to look beyond 
it ; when we truly see vanity stamped on all beloir; 
feel that the place which knoweth us now shall 
know us no more ; that each day brings us nearer oor 
eternal home, and the clods of the valley shall soon 
cover us. When realizing these precious truths, we 
ride on our high places, leaving the things whidi 
are behind, and pressing forward to the mark of cm 
high calling in Christ Jesus. Blessed, blessed, JesoBl 
thou hast procured all these blessings of thy glorioai 
kingdom for thy redeemed ; and glory, gloiy^ he 
unto thee. Amen. Hallelujah I 



Sbpt. 17.' — JExamine yourselves, whether yebe intke 
/(dth/ prove your ovm selves. Know ye not ya^ 
own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, txcqA 
ye he reprobates f — 2 Cob. xiii. 5. 
There are many points to be considered in thii 
Scripture. The apostle exhorts the Corintiiiao 
disciples to examine themselves, whether they he m 
the faith — to prove their own selves ; and then he ques- 
tions, " Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesni 
Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates ? " And have 
not the diacdpW ol 3Q«o&>i)ci& ^!»s£l<6 T^^^f^of eidiorto- 
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iaxm, the same cause for questioning, in this day of 
self-dehuion and empty profession? Attend, then, 
oh my BOfvl, to that which is written by inspiration 
ivf God ; and may the same Spirit guide thy medita- 
tion. Examine thyself ; what is the ground of thy 
hope? What is the hope of thy calling? 1st. 
Thine eyes have been opened to see, thy 
heart has been broken to feel thyself a 
sinner. 2nd. Peace has been applied to thy 
oonaoience, through the all-sufficiency of the atoning 
blood of Jesus ; and all thy hope is centred in Ilim. 
"< Whether ye be in the faith." The faith once 
d^irered to the saints " is simply this — '' believe in 
thine heart in the Lord Jesus Christ." Lord, thou 
knowest; as I stand bare before thee, I have no other 
hope or refuge. I believe in the heart that by thee 
only can I attain unto everlasting life. Neither 
works of righteousness, nor deeds of merit, have I to 
offer unto thee ; but a broken and contrite heart, 
trusting wholly to thee for life and immortality. 
" Prove your own selves.'* Thy word, O Lord, con- 
firms me in the belief that thy Spirit has led me to 
the truth — ^yea, led me to the fountain of living 
waters, which ** springeth up into everlasting life.'' 
Yes, prove your own selves, for ye shall not be 
approved of men. " Judge your own selves, that ye 
be not judged of the Lord." " Know ye not your 
own selves" (saith the apostle) " how that Christ is 
in you, except ye be reprobates ? " Oh my soul, what 
a knowledge ! and what a fearful exception ! *'Know 
ye not ? *' And is it presumption (as some say) to 
know your calling of God P To know that Christ 
IB formed in you the hope of glory ? And it t\ycyQL 
hast not Hhia knowledge, my soul, liow oaxiB^ ^i^i<craL 
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escape from believing thyself a reprobate — examin- 
ing thyself by the apostle's words P Gradous Lord, 
faith is thy gift ; and if thon give this knowledge, 
no mortal can wrest it from those on whom 
thou bestowest this great privilege. Bnt many are 
weak in faith, and know not themselves. For thit 
we bless thee, Lord, that salvation rests not on 
faith ; and the weak child is as certain of acceptance 
as the strong, but has not the comfort. We bless thee 
for the "unspeakable gift" of knowing our election of 
God, without which under toils and soul-trouble we 
should sink in despair. All thy ways are wisdom, 
Lord : all thy work complete ; all thy word is truth; 
and all shall end in thine own glory, to thine eternal 
praise. 

Sept. 18. — W7io is among you that feareth the Lord, 
that oheyeth the voice of his servant , that walketh « 
darkness, and hath no light f Let him trust in th^ 
name of the Lord, and stag upon his God. — IsAUH 
1.10. 

What a precious portion for those who are " exer- 
cised thereby ! " Those only who have seen the light 
can be conscious of darkness; they that are born blind 
know not what light is — they cannot comprehend it: 
and so incomprehensible is spiritual light to the spiri- 
tually blind, that many say, "We see," and yetare blind 
— and these are not conscious of, nor do they know what 
darkness is. But there are some who can say, '' This I 
know, that whereas I was blind, now I see." It may be 
for a time they bask in the light of the Lord's ooonte- 
nance, rejoicing in Christ Jesus; their mountain stands 
strong, they think tlaey a\i»Jl never be moved ; the soul 
seems absorbed in ttie \o\© oi ^«?sq&,^^ \r»i»*^ss^ 
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ke a river,'' things of earth move them not, they 
9 made their nest on high, and fancy they can never 
;^el upon earthly things again : all appears light, 
life, and love ; fain would they flee away to be for 
' with their liOrd. But the " Lord's ways are not 
ways;" there are lessons to be learned in the 
K>1 of Christ, of which the new-bom babe is little 
re. It pleases the Lord to give different lessons 
is children, according to his sovereign will and 
pose. It is to his people the Lord speaketh in the 
pture upon which we are meditating — " Ye that 
the Lord, obey the voice of his servant, that walk 
arkness, and have no light." To this position a 
d of God may be brought — the light withdrawn — 
borror of great darkness " is felt — the word is no 
l^er feasted upon — 

Prajer a task and burden prove ; 
^e waxes cold,'' frames and feelings are gone. Oh 
bhe soul in such a state to have these words applied 
1 power — " Let him trust in the name of the Lord, 
stay upon his God " — his God. Yes, to realize 
trust, this stay, in times of darkness, is a blessed 
1 for faith. To see God still thy God, my soul ; to 
{(7 that he changeth not ; that what he hath done 
one for ever ; that he is immutable ; that Jesus is 
hful, his work perfected, finished, complete ; that 
changes are in thyself — this is the blessedness of 
b — a privilege to be thankful for — self-glorying — 
-derived comforts are ended. Faith looks alone 
esus, trusts in the name^of the Lord, and staya 
Q the God of our salvation. 



328 

Sept. 19. — I\ - exrve me, O God: for in thee do ltnd> 

P&aucxtL 1. 

Here ib a sweet petition of the Psalmist to f oilov 

oar last meditatkm. He asks not preservation from 

any particular trial ; bat " preserve me, God." 

This implies preservation from all that woold offend 

the Lord his Grod, or disgrace his high calling. Fle- 

serve me, O God, for thoa alone art able; prwerve 

me from my enemies ; preserve me from mysdf, fat 

in ^Aee do I pot my trast. There was nothing doalii- 

fol in the mind of David as to where he placed Idi 

hope ; in whom he trasted ; to whom he lodted fbr 

preservation. And is it not the daily cry of the 

believer — the heart-cry, if otterance be not givea— 

'' preserve me, O GK)d ; and in whom can I trnst but 

thee ? " Bat we look (again) from David up to DavicTs 

Lord, and then see the blessed connection between 

Christ and his members. The Psalms testified of 

Jesos, they spoke of him in types ; and the apostle 

Peter explains of whom the Psalmist spake (Acts ii 

25—28). The Lord, in the days of his flesh, attend 

cries to his Father; and his people cry onto him. 

Thns are we oontinoally led from the shadows to tiie 

substance ; from the law to the Law-fulfiller ; frooi 

the prophets to him of whom they prophesied ; seeing 

at every step that the Scriptures are truly ''they which 

testify of Jesus," who is in truth the Alpha and 

Omega ; for whom all things are and were created; 

for whose sake all things are preserved ; and by whom 

all things are upheld. Jesus is the centre point, the 

resting-place, the consummation of all things; his 

death, our life; his resurrection, our glory; lii* 

finished work oi \o\ft axi^ xMjtc^ , wir eternal joy, and 

shall be to biB eveiAjaatVii^^xwaftX 
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^^BPT.20. — Nevertheless thefuundation of God standeth 
mre, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that 
are his. — 2 Tim. ii. 19. 

Neveitheleea — ^yes, whatever men may profess, or 
whatever man may say of his fellow-men, naught oan 
shake the foondation of Qtxl, which is sealed by his 
eternal purpose, and confirmed by his word. The 
knowledge of our God is infinite ; past, present, and 
fatnre are all one with him. Amidst all onr mis- 
givings, contradictions, or doubts of ourselves or 
others, ** the Lord knoweth them that are hia." This 
is his seal which cannot be broken, neither can there 
be change with the Almighty. He knows them that 
are his, and will keep them to the end ; they shall be 
called in time, and preserved for eternal glory ; they 
are kept by the faith of Jesus, and can never perish. 
Lord, thou knowest aU things, and the glory of thy 
people ia to give thee all the praise ; and let all who 
profess to follow thee, depart from iniquity. Ye 
cannot serve Gk)d and mammon ; Christ and Belial : 
ye cannot serve two masters. Oh my soul, art thou 
on the Lord's side ? Does the love of Christ constrain 
thee, or the fear of man enslave thee P Does Christ 
dwell in thy heart by faith, or does the love of the 
world rule thee ? Dost thou prize the unsearchable 
ridhes of Christ more than the gold of Ophir, or any- 
thing this world can give P Lord, it is thou alone 
that canst search the heart; thou knowest aU that are 
thine ; and as thou givest grace, so surely shalt thou 
bring them to glory : not for anything in them, but 
because they are in the true Vine, and thou ''workest 
in them to will and to do of thy good pleasure." Foot 
all that thou hast done m them and /or 'UoL^oj^'^^b 
praise be all thine, for ever and ever. 
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Skpt. 21. — A merry heart maketh a cheerful cowite- 
nance: but hy sorrow of the heart the ^nritisbroken. 
— Pbov. XV. 13. 

Those who know what it ib to have had a broken 
and contrite heart under the power offek sm^andtiie 
hlood of Christ sprinkled npon tiie oonscienoe by the 
application oi the SjMrit, speaking peace, can spiri- 
taally apply these words of the wise man. What sor- 
row of heart can break the spirit, equal to a sense of 
sin wrought by the Holy Spirit ? There is a natural 
senseof sin — a stridden conscience withontthe quicken- 
ing of the Spirit of Holiness ; there are convictions, 
which is not conversion ; a reception of evangelical 
troths, which is not the new birth ; a sorrow of heart 
by which the spirit is not broken ; a ^cheerful counte- 
nance, which does not arise from " the love of God 
shed abroad in the heart ; " a merry heart, which is 
nature's gift, and not the Spirit's power. Convictions 
of the natural conscience '' pass away as the morning 
dew ; " bnt the qnickening of the Spirit abideth, deep- 
ening and working — ''for he that begins the good 
work shall carry it on/' This is sorrow not to be re- 
pented of, the broken heart which Jesns came to heal, 
the wound he came to bind up, the sinner he came to 
call to repentance ; this is the hearths sorrow, which 
none know but those who feel ; the sorrow whidi 
bringeth joy ; the sorrow for which we bless God, and 
by which we are brought to glory only in Christ; » 
sorrow which can never be turned into joy, until the 
joyful news of liberty to the captive is proclaimed. 
When this is sounded, when peace by the blood of 
the Lamb is realized — applied by the Spirit— then, 
oh then comes ^e tai^tt^ \i<e;ds^^t\da maketh a cheer- 
ful countenance, an^i " o\i\. cJt "Cafe ^xsD^^aBsssfe ^"^ 
heart the montti ap^ake^^ciN'' ^>Qa»J^ 
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We tell to sinnen round, 

What a dear Saviour we have found. 

This is the " oil which makes the face to shine, and 
tile wine whioh maketh the heart glad.** This oanses 
tbe sinner to torn from his evil ways, " rejoicing in 
Clirist Jesus, and having no confidence in the fiesh/' 



SapT. 22. — Now iherefcre^ O Lord our God, I beseech 
thee, save thou us out. of his handy that all the king^ 
doms of the earth may know that thou art the Lord 
our God, even thou only, — 2 Kings xix. 19. 
The importunity of a soul coming before God in 
tile power of his Spirit is most particularly exempli- 
fied in this concluding petition of llezekiah's ; and 
another prominent feature is, why he petitions the 
Lord to save his Israel out of the hand of the enemy. 
How little do we know the reality of prayer! A 
form of words is not prayer ; the mere utterance of 
vords IB not prayer ; the desire of the flesh is not 
tbe prayer of the Spirit ; a periodical duty offering is 
not always prayer. There are times of special prayer, 
ladi as Hezekiah's, when the soul is overwhelmed, 
and the Spirit breathes the distresses of the heart 
into the ear (if we may so speak) of the Lord, with 
ttmggles and importunity, known only to those who 
Uive experienced it. Prayer is not always answered 
mmediately ; God is a sovereign in all his ways : but 
he prayer which he puts into the heart shall assuredly 
»e granted ; but he has his appointed time for the ac- 
omplishment of every event. Hezekiah^s emergency 
ras great, and if deliverance were to be effected, it 
anat be at once ; '^ I beseech thee to save us out of his 
land, not only that we may be saved from o&^U^i^ ^ 
not we are ^Ay people, and thou art the onVy trw!^ C^c^^. 
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Show thyself y O Lord, and prove to all 1 
domB of the earth that thon art the Lord 
thou only.' The God of the nations conld 
but thou, O Lordy for thine ovm sake, save u 
soul, how blessed to traoe the wonderful i 
God ; faith is strengthened when we see 
and hear of ''his doings among the childre 
Oh when the soul is brought to say, " foi 
sake, Lord,'' then self is out of sight. Whe: 
of God is the pre-eminent desire of the he 
the eye is single, and the exaltation of oux 
Master the exclusive object, — these are ** \ 
freshing from the Lord ; '' the soul then set 
the gods of the nations, and the kingdoms < 
are beneath the feet. The Lord gives spe 
at special times, when he comes forth wit 
show that he is God, and will be glorified in 
To thee. Almighty Jehovah, besides wl 
is no other Gt>d, be all glory and praise : 
revealed thyself by thy Spirit in Christ 
Lord. 



Sept. 23. — Blessed be the Lord my stren 
teacheih my hands to war, and my finger 
my goodness, and my fortress; my high 
my deliverer ; my shield, and he in whom 
Psalm cxliv. 1, 2. 

The Lord my strength! Oh for the soul 
jyower of these words ; to have the heart- 
of its own perfect weakness, insufficiency, 
tution! The mere knowledge of gospel 
neither comfort, satisfy, nor profit the ren 
but the experienc© Va Ai\ife \ieiM:t^ under thi 
of the Holy Bpmt,\a cmtv^ wsJ^m wi^^« 
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m perfecii reliance upon Gkxl, Ib enabled to say, 
''BleflBed be the Lord my strength, who teaoheth my 
hadB to war and my fingers to fight/' '^ When I am 
Teak then am I strong/' is felt and underdood when 
fche Lord teaoheth. '' I oan do all things through 
dhrist str^igthening me" is realized when the Al- 
nighty Teacher puts forth his power ; and '* blessed 
ie the Lord " is felt in the inmost soul, comforting 
•ad rejcndng the heart. But vain is the attempt to 
oake another feel as we feel ; the application must 
e " by the same Spirit ; " his sovereign power must 
ive strength, or we fight and war in our own, and 
re overcome. Oh how blessed when we truly feel 
or own perfect weakness, and thrice blessed to kriow 
be Lard is our strength. And what a rich cluster 
>Uowb! Dost thoUf my soul, realize in thy heart 
bese words of the inspired Psalmist. Is the Lord 
by goodness P Lord Jesus, thou art made of God 
be righteousness of thy people. Is he thy fortress, 
hy high tower, thy deliverer ? Lord, thou art all 
nd everything ; a fortress impregnable, against 
rhich the gates of hell shall not prevail; a high 
ower that reacheth unto heaven, which no works of 
lerit, nor deeds of duty, nor flesh-offerings, nor 
aJf-righteousness, can ever surmount. A deliverer — 
n everlasting deliverer, from sin and its consequences. 
liou hast delivered from the sting and the power 
f death ; for thou art " the resurrection and the 
ife" of all thy chosen seed; thou hast delivered 
com Satan those who were captives in his kingdom, 
nd slaves — willing, though blinded, slaves to hia 
rbitrary power. Thou hast delivered from the ciurse 
f sin, the demands of justice, and the condemnation 
f Qtxi, all whom the Father gave tTie^, wsA l^x 
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whom thou hast died ; so that thon art the shield of 
thy people, and he in whom they trust : a shield from 
God's justice and from Satan's rage. The Father 
looketh upon thee, and is well pleased ; Satan looks, 
and is confounded ; thy people look upon thee, and 
are healed ; they touch thy garment — ^yea, if hot tiie 
hem — and virtue flows from thee sufficient to ^'heil 
all their diseases." It is thou that snhduest tiiy 
people under thee. Precious Ix>rd Jesus, when 
strong in thy strength, we glory in our weaknes. 
Blessed, oh how blessed, to '' taste and see that the 
Lord is gracious; " ** to have heard, to have seen, to 
have looked upon, to have handled of the word d 
life " in spirit, though not as the beloved disciple, in 
the flesh. To believe in the heart in the Lord Jem 
Christ, by the Spirit's power, is that faith which man 
can neither give nor take away. Blessed be the 
Lord my strength, and blessed be his holy name for 
ever and ever. 

Sept. 24 — But the Lord is faithful, who shall staUiA 
you and keep you from evil. — 2 Thess. iii. 3. 
Glorious consideration ! the Lord is faithful. What- 
ever man may be, the Lord changeth not. Doth thy 
faith give way, my soul ! then rest not upon it, bat 
the faithfulness of thy Lord. It is not thy ftdt^ 
which saves thee, but it gives thee the comfort in lie- 
lieving : thy faith may droop, it may fail, but thii 
alters not the state of those who are in Jesus, *' who 
are kept by the power of God through faith unto sal- 
vation." It is the faithfulness of thy God, by whidi 
the redeemed are sanctified by faith which is in hi o, 
as the apostle declares in Acts xxvi. 18. '' The LorJ 
obangeth not" — \3c^ '\% wa Ta«t<s^ % his faithfulness, 
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his love^ are eternal : and not only faithful, bnt the 
apostle adds, *^ who shall stablish you, and keep yoa 
from all evil.'* The province of onr faith is to realize 
the promises, and to receive individual comfort there- 
by. It is blessed to believe the word of the Lord ; 
^8 is a trial of faith which is most precious ; to be- 
ieve in the heart that the Lord ever abideth faithful, 
diat he will strengthen, support, direct, and guide in 
ill thy trials, and keep thee from all evil ; this is a 
ilessed exercise of faith. Do not expect to escape 
aials and tribulations ; these are not evils ; but no- 
Aung evil can come upon the Lord's people, for he 
trorks all together for good to those who love him, 
who are loved by him. ^'He keeps them as the apple 
of his eye; ^' he nourisheth and oherisheth his Church, 
ftnd will finally present it to himself without spot or 
blemish. Pure in thy purity, thou spotless Lamb of 
God ; dependent on thy faithfulness, which can never 
fail, let the heart of them rejoice who love the Lord. 



Sbpt. 25. — When Jesus knew in himself that his dis^ 
ciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this 
offend you f — ^John vi. 61 . 

There are disciples of Jesus in all ages who mur^ 
mur at what they cannot comprehend. '' Doth this 
offend you ? " What will ye then say if ye see greater 
things P Here we may see the blessedness of that 
faith upon which we last meditated. Our Lord said 
to Thomas, " Blessed are they who have not seen, and 
yet have believed." If all who call themselves Chris- 
tians were permitted to expunge from the word of 
God what offended them, what portion would remain? 
Alas, the Holy Scriptures would be a mere shell. 
But, no, in the face of all opposition, mxffiaxnm*^!^^ 
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objections, offence, and blasphemy, the word of God 
has been preserved unmntilated, though many ex- 
punge and pervert to their own destraction. My sonl^ 
torn to the predoas truth which offended these dis- 
ciples of thy Lord — eating his flesh and drinking Iub 
blood ! Enter not into the secrets of the delnded, but 
hear what the Lord saith : '' It is the Spirit which 
qnickeneth, the flesh profiteth nothing ; " ** he th&t 
believeth on me hath everlasting life ; " << I am thai 
bread of hfe ; " ** all that the Father giveth me shall 
eome to me ; " " and it is the Father^s will, that of all 
he hath given I should lose nothing ; " '< he that eat^ 
eth my flesh and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, 
and I in him." « Doth this offend you? " Yea, and 
much more of these precious, precious truths. Here 
is another saying of '* him who spake as never man 
spake," which offendeth many : '^ No man can come to 
me except the Father draw him." Neither can any 
believe to tha saving of the soul, unless the Spiiik 
quicken. Spiritually to eat thy flesh and drink thy 
blood, thou Lamb slain from the foundation of tiie 
world, is feeding and feasting on thee by faith. ^^ The 
blood of Jesus deanseth from all sin," and upon 
whomsoever he will he sprinkleth it. His flesh he 
gave for the life <^ the world ; it is the heavenly 
manna; the tree <^ life, of which if any eat they ahill 
live for ever. The Jews and the disciples, with their 
carnal understanding, are offended ; " How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat P " ''But the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of GK)d, they are 
foolishness unto him ; neither can he know them, be- 
cause they are spiritually discerned.'' Lord Jesns^ I 
believe the literal bread and wine to be emblems of 
thy great atoning «afi;t\&»&, V^^ ^hich thou gavest thy 
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body and sheddest thy blood, to be taken by thy true 
^Bciples in remembrance of thee, to show forth thy 
death till thou come. It is a manifestation of our 
faith, a bond of union among believers ; but unless 
ire feed on him in the heart by faith, we have no spiri- 
tual life. " Lord, ever more give us this bread." 



Sept, 26. — But ye have not so learned Christ, — 

Eph. iv. 20. 
Aak thy soul again and again, '^ How hast thou 
learned Christ?" Surely, my soul replies, "the 
Spirit hath taken of the things of Jesus, and shown 
them unto thee." Has not thy blindness and dark- 
ness been shown to thee ; thy sinfulness by nature ; 
thy past sins, and thy remaining corruptions ; that 
'*all which is not of faith is sin," and that all holiness 
iB in Jesus ? If thou have heard his voice speaking 
Peace to thy burdened conscience; "have been taught 
by him as the truth is in Jesus," then "old things are 
passed away, and all things are become new." The 
law of love constraineth thee to put off the conversa- 
tion of the old man, being renewed in the spirit of 
yonr mind; "having put on the new man, which after 
Ck>d is created in righteousness and true holiness." 
** That which is bom of God sinneth not." Flesh is 
fleshy and must see corruption ; but the spiritual birth 
is not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever (1 
Peter i. 23 — 25). And thus the flesh lusteth against 
the Spirit — and hence comes the warfare; and 
^blessed be the Lord my God, who teacheth my 
hands to war and my fingers to fight," is a blessed 
learning of Christ. Felt weakness goes to the strong 
for stren^h; and the sensible sinner haa no^ouce o\s^ 

7. 
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of Christ. Truly to learn Christ, must be the teaching 
of the Holy Spirit; and until the heart is broken, and 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin experienoed, Christ 
may be known after the flesh, but he is not known 
after the Spirit. To put off the deeds of darkness and 
the works of self -righteousness, and to cast thyself 
destitute, poor and miserable, on Christ by faith as tiiy 
all, thy hope, thy refuge, thy deliverer, and *' thy ex- 
ceeding great reward," is a blessed learning of Christ 
'' To grow in grace and the knowledge of the Lord," 
is to learn Christ, to the emptying of self and ike 
exaltation of Jesus. To learn Christ in the beauty d 
holiness, self must be loathed and humbled, and Jesoi 
seen and felt to be the "chief est among ten thoasand 
and the altogether lovely.'' 



Sept. 27. — And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God. 
And all the people answered, Amen, amerif vit^ 
lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heaii, 
and toorshipped the Lord with their faces to tk 
ground, — Nkhkmiah viii. 6. 
When my soul is led to contemplate the ''law given 
by Moses," it invariably reverts to the " grace and 
truth which came by Jesus Christ." When I view 
the Old Testament saints with the yoke of the Uw, 
** which was added because of transgression," I am 
led to Him whose *' yoke is easy and burden light" 
When I meditate on the glory which was revealed to 
them of old, it must be in connection with that glory 
which surpasseth. The outward manifestations of tiie 
Israel of God under the law of ttimes arrest my atten- 
tion ; the simultaneous rise, the blessings, the praiseii 
the shouted '' hosannahs," all seem to fill my sool 
with a holy awe. 1 «fefc VJaa Q^od ot Israel, the God 
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that roleih and reigneth now ; the One only God Je- 
hovah, the Creator of all things, and the Redeemer of 
his chosen peopl& My spirit appears to join with 
Ezra in blessing the Lord ; and the Amen, amen, with 
lifting np of hands, sound, as it were, in my ear, and 
oome before the eye oi the mind, with a vivid por- 
trayal of ancient Israel standing before Ezra the 
priest and scribe, elevated on his pulpit of wood, 
" with the book of the law of Moses which the Lord 
commanded to Israel" I behold the one mind, the 
holy reverence for their law ; the book is opened, they 
all stand up ; Ezra blesses the Lord, they all respond ; 
and then with reverence and godly fear they bow their 
heads and worship the Lord, with their faces to the 
ground. Yes, there is much that is glorious in the 
*' law delivered to Moses ; " and these ancient people 
I cannot reflect on but with great interest. Methinks 
I now see them in their loose girdled robes, with flow- 
ing beards, surrounding their sacred manuscript with 
eyes and ears full of expectation ; the women, and 
the children who could imderstand, bringing up the 
rear — ''they gathered themselves together as one 
man." Oh my soul, thou dost yearn over thy Chris- 
tian brethren ; and sigh and long for this manifested 
oneness. But I look again at the law, and see it a 
dead letter ; I look at ancient Israel, and see the form 
without the power; the letter, and not the spirit; the 
outward humiliation and will- worship ; but not the 
contrite spirit and the broken heart; the outward work 
of the law, but not the inward mark of grace. In 
short, my soul, thou seest Moses in the law, and not 
Christ ; but thou f eelest Christ in thy heart, and not 
Moses ; thou seest the bondage of the law, but f eelest 
the freedom of the gospel. Yes, yes, my soul doth 

7. ^ 
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bless and praise thy holy name, thon God of Israel. 
I see the Saviour thereof hidden under types and 
shadows in the law of Moses, who is made manifeBt, 
in these latter days, in Jesus the author and finisher 
of all; made manifest imto my soul as the ''only 
name whereby I can be saved," feel the oneness of 
all the brethren in Christ, but see the manifold divi- 
sions of thy kindred after the spirit. Well, Lord, so 
be it; all things shall work together for good accord- 
ing to thy precious word. Thou art the head of thy 
body the Church; and all thy Israel shall be savedin 
thee with an everlasting salvation. The gloiy of the 
law is completed in Jesus ; its glory is departed, be- 
cause its end is fulfilled ; and thou hast brought in a 
glory which exoelleth sevenfold, which is as the light 
of the sun to that of the moon, which shines only by 
the reflection of the greater light; for "if the minis- 
tration of death was glorious, how shall not the minis- 
tration of the Spirit be rather glorious P for if that 
which is done away was glorious, much more that 
which remaineth is glorious'' (2 Cor. iii. 7 — ^11). 
Thou glorious Shepherd of thy scattered sheep, belp 
us to live more tb thy glory, and to glory less in the 
creature — to glory only in Thee; and while with 
the ancient seed of Abraham, we bless the glorioos 
name of Jehovah, we, the seed of Abraham by faith, 
do bless thee in Christ Jesus for thy glorious act of 
grace, whereby there is neither Jew nor Gentile, for 
all thy seed are one in Him. Amen, amen. 



Sept. 28. — For unto you it is given in the behalf of 
Christ, not mill/ to believe on him, but also to mpr 
for his sake, — Phil. i. 29. 
What a glorious privilege it is to believe in Christ 
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the saving of the soul ; to have peace and joy in 
lieving ; to know onr calling of God in Christ ; to 
.ve him '' formed in ns the hope of glory ; *' to rest 

his love; to have ''quietness and assurance for 
er." And is peace, and joy^ and hope, and love, 
th ease, and comfort, and quietness of conscience, 

the privileges the believer has P Ah, all this is 
ry blessed ; but still, my soul, there is a something 
a diverse kind to be esteemed a privilege by thee 
by all disciples of the Lord to the end of time. The 
ostle says, " Unto you it is given not only to be- 
ve in Christ, but to suffer for his sake.'' Oh to 
)1, sensibly feel, that it is a high privilege to suffer 
* Christ's sake ! It is easy to rejoice in comfort ; 
t to rejoice in trial, to glory in suffering, this is op- 
aed to flesh and nature : but the apostle says, '' I 
1 do all things through Christ strengthening me." 
id truly, if thou strengthen, the weakest of thy dis- 
»le8 shall become strong, and glory in being per- 
tted to suffer for thy sake. But in the flesh we 
'ink from trial ; and even in the behalf of him who 
bh done so much for us, how cowardly we are, un- 
9 upheld by thyself, Lord. What fear of man, 
at pride of heart, what love of the creature, fear of 
>roach, love of ease, desires of the flesh, and all the 
icomitants of self-love, intervene, to prevent our 
►rying in suffering for thy sake. But, Lord, thy 
rd saith, "As thy day thy strength shall be." Thy 
ciples in the day of battle, of whatever kind, up- 
d by "thine everlasting arm beneath," shall do 
T will, shall glory in thy cross, and their cross, and 
1 it but one privilege, high and holy, to believe in 
le, and to suffer for thy sake. Lift up thine Keaxt^ 
1 shon^^ Amen, amen. 



342 SEPTEMBEB. 

Sept. 29. — For the Son of Man is come to seek ani U 
save that which was lost. — Luke xix. 10. 
It is as if every text opened something new to the 
mind, yet all revolving to one common centre. It is 
not the desire of my soul to meditate for the gratificir 
tion of idle curiosity, vain speculation, or unprofitable 
surmises; but for the establishment of faith, the com- 
fort of the soul, and the exaltation of the Saviom d 
sinners. Much might be said from these few words 
on the distinction between Jew and Gentile. Zao- 
ohaeus was a Gentile, and yet the Lord called him a 
son of Abraham : the 3rd chapter of GalatiaDS, 7tfa 
verse, will explain this — " They which are of faith are 
children of Abraham : " and if we take the strict im- 
port of the words, we must believe the Lord spake 
exclusively of the Gentiles. " He came to his own 
(kindred after the flesh, the Jews), and his own re- 
ceived him not." Jesus did not seek them ; he was 
born among his brethren in national relationship— 
the Church collectively was saved from the foundation 
of the world. Then we may assuredly look at the 
Gentile nations whom Jesus came to seek and to save: 
there was no longer to be a middle wall of partition, 
" but in himself he made of twain one new man : " so 
there is no longer Jew or Gentile in the Church of 
Christ, but all are one in him. Israel had been a 
separated people ; the One only Jehovah was their God, 
who had revealed himself unto them, as he had not 
to any other nation. The rest of tiie nations were 
heathens ; they were lost as to the knowledge of the 
true God, notwithstanding they were in the eternal 
covenant, and partakers of the promise given to 
Abraham. Yea, 3 eiBvx% caxd*^ \j(> ^i«^>DS& ^«qt^ oat of 
aii nations, kindred, miA. \«i\gQkRs^v *^ \» ^w3b. tssS^"^ 
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ave that which was loBt." The Lord alone knoweth 
hem that are his ; hnt not one shall be left. They 
II go astray and never retnm to the " Shepherd and 
(iahop of their bohIb/' ontil he himself searcheth and 
3eketh them ont. His Spirit bloweth upon them, 
nd they live ; new life oometh into them, and they 
iand up a numerous army. Lord, it is all thine 
svn Almighty power, by which thou drawest the re- 
ellioiis imto thee ; and as Son of Man, then oamest 
> seek that which was lost among the ruins of this 
orld, led captive by Satan in chains of adamant, 
hich thou alone couldst burst asunder. Who can 
And the power of thine omnipotent arm P '' Thou 
Lakest willing in the day of thy power ; " and not 
ae for whom thou hast shed thy precious blood can 
3 lost. O Lord, not one of Adam's race would seek 
lee^ didst not thou first seek them. Thy mercy is 
reat in saving any ; thy justice dared not spare the 
oilty. Hosannah then to the Son of Man, for worthy 
xme is the Lamb that was slain. 



BPT. 30. — And he said unto him, Thou hast answered 
right : this do, and thou shaU live, — Luke x. 28. 
The great apostle of the Gentiles saith, " The com- 
landment which was ordained to life, I found to be 
nto death." Thus it is when the spirit of a new life 
I given, the holy law of God brings nothing but con- 
emnation to the convinced sinner. The law saith,. 
What shall I do?" and those who are under tho 
ondage of the law strive to establish their own righ- 
30usness. Jesus saith imto the lawyer, '' Thou hast 
Dswered right : this do, and thou shalt live.'' Thou 
nderstandest the letter, perform the requirements of 
he law, and tbou ab&lt live eternally by it. ^\)l\i ^\^ 
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saith the Scripture ? " There is none that doeth good, 
no, not one." What saith the law ? '* Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, thy soul, thy 
strength, thy mind, and thy neighbour as thyself." Oh 
what a poor, deluded, self-deoeiving creature mania! 
The lawyer willing to justify himself, asks, Who is my 
neighbour ? The Lord points out " mercy " to him ; 
but the law's demand is "justice." And God's re- 
quirements are without reservation ; the law of the 
Lord must be kept entire, not one jot to fail, or it 
must be wholly abandoned for justification. The law 
is " justice," the gospel " mercy ; " that equity, thi 
love. Oh my soul, canst thou pretend to keep oRjr 
of God's holy commands in the spirit of the gospel? 
Canst thou ever be in thyself pure in God's sight? 
Not one of Adam's fallen race can ever attain unto 
perfection ; and only such can stand before the Lord 
of lords. " He that offendeth in one point is guilty 
of all." Oh the mighty mystery of redemption ! Sin- 
ners brought nigh to God, not in themselves sinless; 
justified in his sight, without paying the demands of 
justice ; free from eternal condemnation, though not 
free from sin. Great indeed is the mystery of godli- 
ness, " God manifest in the fiesh." Here is the sum 
and substance ; here is the end of the law ; here is the 
glory of the gospel ; here is justice satisfied, and 
mercy displayed ; Jesus sacrificed, and the sinner 
freed ! My soul, under what law art thou ? Is 
it not the law of love to Jesus thy Kedeemer ? Oh, 
yes, though cold in feeling, yet the law of love is in 
the heart ; the hatred to sin in the conscience : the 
law no longer condenms, for the riches of mercy have 
made us who believe accepted in the Beloved, and 
before the Fatliex 'we at8Ji^mC^\&\.^«sQBi<5s>\aT^lete. 
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'his is the sinner*s glory, the saint's perfection ; to 
esns be all the praisO; who hath washed va in his 
lood. Glory, glory, to the Lamb ! 



OCTOBER. 

CT . 1. — And thy renovm went forth among the heathen 
for thy beauty ; for it was perfect through my comeli- 
ness, saith the iorrf.-— Ezek. xvi. 14. 
The Scriptures are full of similitudes, figures, and 
Tables. We, therefore, feel justified in carrying the 
nilitude from the old dispensation to the new, 
lich cannot invalidate the original import, but rather 
»blish the beautiful harmony which unites the Old 
d New Testaments. We are very fearful of the 
fcremes to which Christians run in this day of 
cited fancy and vain speculation. Some so spiri- 
ilize Scripture that the literal transactions are kept 
t of sight, thereby bringing this holy word of God 
on the threshold of a mere allegory. Others^ 
dng the contrary extreme, adhere so exclusively to 
3 letter that a spiritual interpretation is denied. 
uly may we say in every sense, " Lord, what is 
tn ? " Vain man would be wise, though he be bom 
e a wild ass's colt. The chapter from which the 
bject for our meditation is taken explains itself, 
msalem, the ancient city where Jehovah estab- 
bed the worship of himself by his called people, 
set forth in similitude, and the chapter teems 
th instruction, viewed with a spiritual eye. The 
^ereignity of God in selecting and calling a people ; 
inging them to the land of promise ; estabUahiuig 
city " to be the praise of the whole eait^J"' ^^let^ 
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alone he was to be worahipped ; its splendour, lichefi^ 
and glory ; the f avoor of the Lord Jehovah, and the 
awful abominations of this favoured people, are figu- 
ratively and dearly brought to view. And where is 
Jemsalem? where the ancient people now? Th& 
word asserts all their beauty was of the Lord ; but 
Israel was under a covenant of works, and the wilful- 
ness, the sinfulness, and the incapability of man to 
perform God's holy laws, are vividly portrayed in 
the history of Israel. The Jewish visible Church is. 
no more. Their laws and statutes, their priesthood 
and sacrifices, their temple and holy things, wher& 
are they ? Yes, where are they ? My soul replifl^ 
under the covenant of eternal love, with a heart foil 
of the covenant of grace, with the eye of faith towards 
the new Jerusalem, and the hand of faith upon 
the head of Jesus, Here, here, is all thy treasure, 
thou city of God ; here, O Israel, is thy Priest and 
Sacrifice; here thy altar and all thy holy things; 
here thy laws and the end of them — here, in his body, 
the temple where he dwelleth, whose beauty is per- 
feet through his comeliness, which he hath put upon it. 
And this, my soul, can never be forfeited. The 
spiritual Israel have been from eternity the invisible 
Church, known only to the Lord. The covenant of 
grace, the law of love, the work of faith, have be^ 
from the beginning. Grace has pardoned the sinner ; 
love has thrown its robe of righteousness over all, and 
they stand just before God. Faith realizes and en- 
joys the wonders of redeeming love, and the whole 
Church triumphant, when the last elect vessel is 
called, shall join in one universal song of praise \xi- 
Him in whose " come^esa^ ^ii«^ ^taxid before Jeho- 
vah's throne. 
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2. — Theref<yre with joy shaU ye draw water out of 
weOs of salvation, — Isaiah xii. d. 
is text oomes very bleasedly after oar last raedi- 
i, oondnding with the bleaaings of the oovenant 
Me. Therefore, with joy, "rejoice in Christ 
.» " Rejoice alway, and again I say, rejoice," is 
zhortation of the apostle; rejoicing, also, in 
ation. Bnt why, my soul, art thon not always 
Log ? Because thou art not always drawing water 
' the wells of salvation. Ye go to broken cis- 
to dry wells, to thine own empty pitcher, to 
>f flesh, to creatare helps. There is nothing but 
by in these — all broken reeds, which pierce theo 
l^h. Bat when the soul is drawn to the God of 
ion ; when the Lord Jehovah is felt to be thy 
;th and thy song, then it is with joy we draw 
this precious "well of living water, which 
:eth up into everlasting life." What a mercy 
lie oovenant of grace cannot be broken, the spiri- 
srael cannot be cut off, nor the spiritual temple 
yed. Jesus is the keeper of his sheep ; he ever 
, and is a well springing up unto eternal life in 
uls of all who are saved, tiiough they may not 
writh joy from this blessed fountain. It is thy 
h^s mercy, Lord, that thou canst not change : 
ilvation rests not on the obedience of the crea- 
)ut on thy everlasting love. This is a free act 
loe, unmerited, unsought, " in that, while we 
ret sinners, Christ died for the ungodly." And 
ist has so loved the Church, let the Church see 
lie reverence her Lord. 
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Oct. S, — Verily, thou art a God that hidest thyidfy 
God of Israel, the Saviour. — Isaiah, xlv. 16. 
Cannot my sonl, cannot believers in Jesus, enter 
experimentally into these words P Does not the Loid 
ofttimes hide himself , as it were, from his Israel; 
darkness coming over the soul, the Lord not seffl 
with the spiritual eye of faith — no love, no prayer, no 
joy, no manifestation of the Lord's presence ? Then 
the soul cleaves to earth; delights more in carnal than 
in spiritual exercises, and seems to return to the flesh- 
pots of Egypt ; yet " a still small voice "within* 
whispers, " Eetum imto thy rest, my soul ! " The 
spirit warreth against the flesh, and sighs for the days 
that are past. « The Lord hideth himself/' but he is 
still the Saviour of Israel The soul moumeth, yet 
still is stayed upon her God. Sense is gone; yet 
faith remains, which saith, " Though thou art a God 
which hidest thyself, thou art still behind the dood, 
and wilt show thyself again.'' precious faith, 
when sight is gone ! and O glorious time, when faith 
shall be lost in sight, and love be all ; when thel^rd 
shall no more hide himself, but shall be seen even as 
he sees, shall be known even as he knows : when 
these vile bodies, disencumbered of corruption, shall 
arise in thy likeness, and be with thee for ever. 
my soul ! if thy Lord hide himself, it is for thy 
^ood. If faith can pierce the doud, uid see him 
still the same, highly privileged art thou. Stand still, 
my soul, and see the salvation of the Lord in ways 
thou canst not fathom ; but all shall end in his 
^lory and thy good. Praise the Lord, my sonl I 
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Oct. 4. — BtU he turned and rehiked them, and said, 
Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of, — 
Luke ix. 65. 

This is one among the many sweet portions of 
Scripture which exemplify the distinction between 
the " grace and truth which came by Jesus Christ," 
and the "law by Moses." "An eye for an eye," 
saith the law ; and when the law comes in judgment, 
he is a consuming fire. But where "mercy and 
truth are met together, and righteousness and peace 
have kissed each other," the rebukes are love-tokens; 
and we should think, when the Lord " turns " and 
looks upon his chosen with the rebuke of love, they 
must inwardly feel, " I^t the righteous smite me^ it 
shall be excellent oil that shall not break my head.'' 
Oh ! how little does man know " what manner of 
spirit he is of.'' How little mercy does he show who 
has received such mercy from the Lord ! How 
little pity or forbearance towards a fellow-sinner do 
they manifest who must have been consumed, had 
the wrath of Qod been poured upon them ! Such is 
man^ frail man, even in his renewed state. He must 
be tried to prove " what manner of spirit he is of." 
He views his fellow-man with other eyes than those 
with which he views himself. It is here that Deity 
shines forth in Jesus — a perfectness in word and 
deed which man only can never attain unto. The 
rebukes of Jesus are full of love. His chastenings 
are most sweet and salutary, though they be bitter 
to the taste and repulsive to the flesh. We know not 
" what manner of spirit we are of," but the Lord 
knoweth; and knoweth, too, "our frame, and 
remembereth we are but dust." The Son of Man 
did not come with the fiery law to destroy Tcv<s^'ek 
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lives, but with the message of peace to seek and to 
save that which was lost. Blessed Lord, how omi- 
passionate, how forbearing, how meek and lowly, 
was thy sojomm upon earth ! — receiving siiuMii, 
forgiving the gnilty, healing all manner of difleueiy 
and throwing thy crnmbs of mercy for Gentile sis- 
ners to pick up in faith ; showing, the God in aot, 
the man in suffering — the God of love to man, the 
^* man of sorrows " in thyself. What man can dan 
pretend to equal thee ? Ah ! ye sinful sons of Adam, 
<< ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of." 
Jesus is the only perfect man that ever trod tfaii 
earth, because in him the fulness of the Godheid 
dwelt. Man must lay down his sinful body, that it 
may see corruption — ^return to the dust from wheoee 
he came, before he shall be raised in incormptionaDd 
re-united to the never-dying spirit (which is not the 
'^ spirit of man," but the Spirit of God), and shall be 
for ever with the Lord. 



Oct. 5. — But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thmgi 
that one day is with the Lord as a thousand yeartj 
and a thousand years as one day, — 2 Pet. iiL 8. 
^' Who, by searching, can find out God P who find 
out the Almighty to perfection P '' Can the limited 
mind of man fathom the unlimited mind of GodF 
Can a finite creature comprehend infinity P Can ft 
vessel of clay understand its Maker P Ilie mind is 
lost in the contemplation. The wonders of the uni- 
verse, as far as man can view them, proclaim a Cre- 
ator ; but it is in the '* Book of Revelation'' alone that 
Gk>d is clearly known. But fully to know him is not 
for flesh and blood. Neither beginning nor end, nor 
time nor ae&8oii'&\ ^^ 'sn^ -vVqtcl ia no variablene«i 
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neither shadow of taming." One day as a thousand 
years ! and eternity as one day ! my soul ! the 
*' High and Holy One, who inhahiteth eternity/' is to 
thee incomprehensible. Bless him, bless him, for 
what he hath revealed to thee, and trust him for all 
thon canst not comprehend. Of the essential Deity, 
thou canst form no estimate. His works are wonder- 
ful. The frame of man is wonderful ; his faculties, 
limited as they are, are wonderful, all proclaiming a 
wonderful God ; all testifying that Almighty power 
alone could produce such wonders. But '* his ways 
are past fin<Ung out." ** So far can man go, and no 
farther." His mind, his faculties, senses, powers, are 
all limited, and confined to a mere speck. Yet he 
''speaketh great swelling words of vanity," and thinks 
his own arm and own powers procure the great things 
he possesses, and that his mind will progress into the 
secrets of the Almighty. But my soul can only see 
the unboimded God with any measure of comprehen- 
siveness, as clothed in fleshy and uniting Deity with 
man. Here the Godhead is revealed, and meets the 
finite mind of the created. Here the soul rests in 
peace, and faith seeks to know no more than the Holy 
Spirit is pleased to reveal. 

The heights and depths, lengths and breadths of 
the love of God by Christ Jesus, are past imderstand- 
ing; but we know that nothing can separate from the 
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



Oct. 6. — For the Lord God is a »un and shield, the 
Lord wHl give grace and glory; no good iking wiU he 
withhold from them that walk uprightly, — Psalm 
Ixxxiv. 11. 
Although a plurality of I^ersons in one God, \\i\^ 
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nature and essence, is inoomprehensible to the limited 
faculties of a created being ; yet to deny it is to 
deny altogether the Inspired Volume, from whence 
the Christian draws the only hope of everlasting life. 
If we believe the words of Jesus, we must believe that 
he and the Father are one ; so that we behold the 
Lord of life and glory from everlasting David's 
Lord, though David's offspring. We see Jesus in the 
Old Testament, but clearly revealed in the New ; and 
in this latter day we walk in light, where the fathers 
of the old dispensation walked in darkness. My soul 
is led to see the union of the Divine Persons in this 
Scripture, " The Lord God is a sun and shield." 
Were there no sun, we should not need a shield. 
Without a shield, we cannot gaze at the sun. The 
essential Deity no man can see or approach unto : 
but with Jesus, the Shield, we can approach and live. 
The Lord God is both sun and shield. Here is the 
Godhead veiled in the manhood through which " we 
come boldly to the throne of grace." It is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God ; but 
with the Shield, "we obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need." With the Shield, the Lord 
Jehovah is no more a consuming fire. He has given 
Jesus power to give life as the Son of God, and au- 
thority to execute judgment as the Son of man (John 
V. 26— 27). From and by the Sun and Shield we are 
led to grace and glory. The thoughts that crowd the 
mind are too vast, too comprehensive for a simple 
meditation . What wonders does grace embrace ! and 
what interminable scenes does glory represent to the 
soul I " Yet hath not eye seen, nor ear heard, nor 
heart conceived what God hath prepared for them 
that love him." The \h\r^ ^«w«£i \xi \h<a Triune 
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Jehovah is neoeasarily oonnected with graoe. Tie is the 
Qoickener in the ** new birth/' the Manifester of 
Jesus nnto the sonl, and giveth the spirit of adoption 
to the recipients of grace ; and where the Lord God 
giveth grace, he most assuredly will give glory ; for 
whom he predestinates, he calls ; whom he calls, he 
justifies ; whom he justifies, he glorifies. '^ What 
shall we say to these things P If (rod be for ns, who 
can be against us ? " Who can separate us from the 
love of Christ ? Not all the powers of earth or hell. 
Oar glorious Shield ever liveth ; and as he lives, we 
■hall live also ; " and no good thing will he withhold 
from them that walk uprightly/' Jesus has ascended 
on high, and sendeth gifts unto men according to their 
need. ''Every good and perfect gift cometh from 
above." Jesus said, " My Father worketh hitherto, 
and I work." The Holy Spirit did not work until 
Jesus was glorified (John vii. 39). When the Spirit's 
work is done, and all things are subdued unto Jesus, 
then shall the Son be subject unto him who hath put 
all things under him ; that God may be all in all. O 
my soul, what glorious things are wrapped up in mys- 
tery. The One in essence, the distinction of Per- 
sons, and the separate power of operation in the 
Three, are revealed as blessed subjects for faith, where 
understanding fails. The sun, the shield, the grace, 
the glory, and the good, all manifest the operations 
of the Three Persons in One Lord God ; to whom, 
under the shelter of the blessed and all-powerful 
Shield, we would ascribe all honour, glory, power, 
and dominion. 



1 k 
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Oct. 7. — Who, when he had found one pearl of great 
jrrice^ went and sold aU that he had, OTid bought U.— 
Matt. xiii. 46. 

Hast thouj my soul, found this pearl of great price? 
Art thon willing to sell all that thou hast to purchase 
it P Lord, the kingdom of Heaven cannot be po^ 
chased, it is thy free gift ; but when the heart ib 
touched with the fire from the altar ; when the voice 
is heard, '* this is the way, walk ye in it ; " when the 
kingdom of heaven is revealed as not to consist in 
"meats and drinks, and outward washing ; " when the 
sting of sin is felt, bitterness of heart experienced, and 
Jesus lifted up in thy sight as the only name whereby 
thou canst be saved, then the soul feels like the met- 
chantman with the pearl of great price before bim, it 
would give all its possessions to call Jesus "my 
Saviour, and to have joy and peace in the Holy 
Ghost." But no, this cannot be, the wealth of the 
world cannot purchase the kingdom of heaven. Bat 
oh, when the Saviour of sinners is revealed to the sin- 
stricken soul ; when peace of conscience by the Uood 
of the Lamb is realized; when self is humbled, and 
Jesus exalted, and the kingdom of heaven believed^ 
be a pearl of such a price as to cost the sacrifice d 
•the Son of God, is not the soul in such a case, as to 
be willing to sell all to retain the precious gift? Oh 
yes, for " what can a man give in exchange for his 
soul ? " The gift of eternal life is a pearl of great price 
indeed ; the gift of the Son is a pearl of great price, 
which the Father gave, that whosoever believeth on 
him may never perish. Jesus is " the chief est ammig 
ten thousand, and the altogether lovely." His love 
was stronger thaii douUi \ he gave his life to ransom 
sinners, and no^ ever Wn^^, "^Sm^ ^OskK^ \B3Hi w«t live 
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1 reign with him in glory. My Bonli why oleavest 
m. to the dust, with this soul-transporting, earth- 
uiing prospect before thee P Why does flesh mnr- 
X and rebel, the spirit sink, and trifles teazeP Soon 
1 death sum up the whole ; '^ dust thou art, to dust 
It thou return ; '' the grave reoeive thee, and 
orms destroy thy body," yet thy ''Kedeemer 
>th,'' and in thy *' flesh shalt thou see Qod^ Jesus 
isen, and will come again in power and great glory, 
^ther together his elect from the ends of the earth, 
reign for ever with their Lord! " The Spirit and 
bride say, Come/' Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 



?. 8. — Hctve not I commanded theef Be strong 
nd of good courage: he not afraid, neither he thou 
ismayed : for the Lord thy God is with thee whither^ 
yever thou goest. — Joshua i. 9. 
lie Lord speaks, and it is done ; he commands, 
it stands fast. Blessed experience, when the 
d speaks to the soul. '' Have not I commanded 
) ? " This is sufficient to give strength and cou- 
3 ; to banish fear and dismay. Then the promise, 
r the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever 
1 goest." What did Joshua need more than this P 
hing. The Lord's commands, the Lord's promise. 
Lord's presence ! The battle is the Lord's, and 
victory is sure. There is no shrinking from fear, 
lalting between two opinions, no conferring with 
I and blood ; no questionings, cavillings, or delays. 
Lua acts promptly ; the Lord commands, con- 
ins, upholds, guides, protects, and gives the vic- 
. The battle may be long, brethren betray, and 
nies be strong ; yet victory is certain when thA 
1 ooimnands, and promiaoB liiB '^i««sii<Qb« *Y\2A 

^1 K'ii 
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heart may sickmi at delay, a alight disoomfitnre came 
a Joshua to lie prostrate, bat tiie Lord will arouse; 
" get thee up/' is there not a cause ? Joshua may cry, 
" Would to God we had been ocmtent, and dwelt on 
fche other side Jordan." Oh how often do we say, 
would to Gk)d we had never done this, or that ; gone 
here, or stayed there. Unbelief seizes the soul, and 
God is neither trusted nor believed. But the Lord 
will finish what he has begun ; nothing can frustrate 
his designs, impede his way, or break one link in his 
chain of providences; all shall be accomplished, 
though man may oppose and rebel. " Have not I 
commanded thee ? " " Am not I with thee ? " Lord, 
this assurance is enough ; but thou must also give 
faith to believe thy word : for though the result hangs 
not on man's faith, but on thy wiU, yet the sool's 
comfort is in believing. Lord, strengthen my faith. 
Help me to look unto thee, the author and finisher 
of all. 



Oct. 9. — The Lord will not suffer the soiU of the right' 

ecus to famish ; btU he casteth away the nMcaux 

of the ivicked. — Pro v. x. 3. 

We cannot view the Proverbs of the wise man as 

merely moral precepts ; we must extract from them 

something spiritual, or the soul is not satisfied. The 

fluttering butterfly perches on flower after flower for 

a moment, rapid in its movements, and stays not to 

gather a particle of the sweets that lie deeper than its 

powers and unsettled nature can reach. The little 

bee how different ! It seems not to heed the glowing 

colour, or be satisfied with the mere inhaling of the 

perfume. It entex^ the deepest recesses of each 

favoured ftower , «a<^% ^^ «?i^fe\A,V»^ '"*»^ Vw^^and 
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£Il8 its tiny body ; carries oS the store, lays it up, 
adding and adding little by little : returns again and 
again to the same spot, gathering sweets at every 
visit. My soul would fain be like this little monitor 
in coming to the Scriptures (Prov. vi. 6) ; not flutter 
over tiiem, reading much and gathering little, but it 
would extract the honey that lieth in the spiritual 
application. Better is it to read little and gather 
much, meditate and digest, than flutter over the 
surface, skim the letter, and get nothing for the soul 
to feed on or to cheer the heart. 

Holy Spirit, give the light to look deeper than the 
letter ; help to lift the veil, and gather from the text 
some gospel honey. 

What saith the preacher ? " The Lord will not 
suffer the soul of the righteous to famish." Does not 
the Lord give the spiritual appetite, so that " to the 
himgry soul every bitter thing is sweet ? " " Blessed 
are ye that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for 
ye shall be filled." Who the righteous are is estab- 
lished ; there are none righteous in themselves. 
Those alone are righteous who are justified in Jesus ; 
these shall never perish, neither shall they famish for 
want of that living bread which cometh down from 
heaven. The Lord will not suffer it — this is the 
blessedness, the certainty : the power is in the Lord, 
*' He is faithful and true." He that keepeth Israel 
doth not slumber ; he that watcheth the sheep, will 
not suffer one to famish. " Of all that the Father 
giveth me I have lost nothing, but will raise it up at 
the last day." Oh my soul, for that precious faith, to 
realize without reservation the word of the Lord- 
How would care and carping, cutting and c«vi\.x\N*Ya%^ 
fears and doubta for the future, be set at T^'e»\.,M ^'^ 
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Lord were really trusted, and his word believed in 
from the heart ; but to-morrow is thought of, when 
to-day is scarcely begun — ^the future feared, when the 
past has proved the Lord's faithfulness, and his word 
professed to be believed in. " He casteth away the 
substance of the wicked." " Reprobate silver shall 
men call them." All the offerings, the sacrifices, the 
self-righteous deeds, the duty performances, the 
trumpeted alms deeds, the long prayers and vain 
repetitions, standing in the synagogues and comers 
of the streets ; the substance of the will worship of 
the unrenewed, will the Lord cast behind his back, 
with the sins of his redeemed. " The Lord looketh 
upon the face of his anointed," in whom only a 8onl 
can be accepted, through whom alone access is 
obtained to the Father, the Spirit operating and 
testifying thereto. Lord, thou wilt not suffer the 
soul of the righteous to famish. Eternal praises 
unto thee, O Lord. 



Oct. 10. — I pray thee, let me go over, arid see the good 
land that is beyond Jordan, — Deut. iii. 25. 
No, Moses was to die in faith, he had no inherit- 
ance in the earthly Canaan ; he was not to pass the 
earthly Jordan. Moses prayed to the Lord with the 
desires of the flesh ; but he did not pray according to 
God's will, therefore his prayer was not answered. 
Moses desired to see with his fleshly eyes the good 
land, for which he had been the instrument in bring- 
ing the children of Israel through the wilderness, 
fighting the battles of the Lord, that they might go 
in to possess it ; but the Lord would not hear. Moses 
must be content to vie^ t\ift\Mid «w^«i off. The Lord 
will not comply with t\ie xeQ;yjLfi»\A q^.\:\& v^tJ&O^^ 
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because they ask. Ah^ how vain is man to suppose 
tbat God wOl change his purposes at his creatures' 
importunity. '' The Lord is of one mind, and who can 
torn him P ^ ''If ye ask in faith, nothing doubting, 
it shall be done ; '' but God must give the faith, and 
this can only be given in accordance with his will. 
Men continue their fleshly petitions, saying, Surely 
God will hear for our much speaking, he will give 
wfaftt we ask for our importunity. But the I^rd says 
to Moses, '' Let it suffice thee ; speak no more to me 
of Ifais matter." And Moses was satisfied to view 
the land from Pisgah's top, and there to die, happy 
in having been the servant of the Lord ; faithful as 
a sefvant, but not as the Son abiding for ever. How 
merciful the Lord is we know not, in withholding 
from us that which flesh desires. " No good thing 
will he withhold ; " as we have lately meditated 
upon. He knoweth what is best ; and if, my soul, 
thou hadst power to leave all with him, how truly 
woUidst thou live by the day, leaving the morrow 
with him, living by faith, and not desiring more sight 
than he be pleased to give. A child-like reliance in 
faith is assuredly better than fleshly importunity 
without the faith which is of the operation of God. 
" Lord, evermore give us this faith." 



Oct. 11.— The Hundred and Third Psahn. 
This precious song of the sweet singer of Israel 
must be taken as a whole, for not one verse can be 
selected more applicable than another. It is all most 
blessed, and is one of the portions of Scripture upon 
which my soul has feasted again and again. It em- 
bodies the whole of redemption ; forgiveness of sins, 
redeeming thy life from eternal dQat\i,cxo^TL\s^;:,^*db 
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with mercy, satisfying thee with good thing^s. The 
mercy, the forbearance of the Lord, is as high as tZi« 
heavens, removing our transgressions as far as the 
east from the west. His pity for his children ; Hii 
knowledge of their frame. The brevity of man's liie, 
contrasted with the mercy of the Lord. This sweat 
Psalm contains enongh for the soul to rest upon aod 
be satisfied, when it feels the truth as it is in Jesu; 
and will it not strike the harp of praise with " hess 
the Lord, oh my soul, and forget not all his benefitii"' 
When the strings are drawn up in sweet harm»nyi 
and the Spirit's power vibrates on the heart-striogs, 
will not the sounds go forth to the ends of the eartli, 
could it be possible ? And shall we not, so attuned call 
all creation to join the glorious songp Ye angels that 
kept your first estate — ye hosts that minister to the 
heirs of salvation ; bless the Lord, all his works^and 
bless the Lord, oh my soul. 



Oct. 12. — Be careful for nothing; but in everything 

by prayer* and supplication loith thanksgiving letyouf 

?*eque8t8 be made knovm unto God, — ^Phil. iv. 6, 7. 

Language is often very inadequate for conve/ing 

our thoughts explicitly to another. The mis-traislar 

tion from one language to another, the misinter^ 

tation by the dark mind of man, causing a variety 

of opinions on one subject, misleads and confuses 'Jie 

mind not established by grace. Some say, " If we 

are to be careful for nothing, then we may leave ill 

things at sixes and sevens, and all people get on as 

they list." Another says, " The apostle meant not to 

be over careful." Thus do men endeavour to level the 

Scriptures to their own standard, force meanings to 

their own minda, inateaA oi c«r&atTKsxy^ "O^^vx \v\\\vl& 
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» the meaning. '' Be careful for nothing/' says the 
)08tle positively. But neither of the above snppofii- 
ons accord with the analogy of Scripture. The apostle 
»uld not mean a dereliction of all temporary oocu- 
itions, having admonitions to the contrary — '^ Labour 
Lth your own hands ; " " If any man will not work, 
dther shall he eat." '' Ux)on the first day of the 
sek; let every man lay by him in store as God has 
'uspered him ; ^ not to increase wealthy and ease, 
id luxury^ ^' to add house to house, and field to 
)ld/ but "to make a collection for the saints.'' We 
ke the word in its positive sense, and think 
anxious '' might express the original meaning with 
as ambiguity ; and our '' meditations " a few days 
Qce led us to view the comfort of the soul when it 
luld realize a trust in the Lord for every future 
oment ; so that this precious admonition comes to 
tnfirm and establish the desires and experience of the 
ul. Be not anxious about anything ; leave all thy 
res, thy trials, with him who careth for thee ; "but 
everything with prayer and thanksgiving make 
)ur request known unto God." Oh my soul, how 
r short dost thou fall of this — in everything make 
>ur request known, and leave it without anxiety with 
m to answer thy supplication as it pleaseth him : 
and (then) the peace of God, which passeth under- 
Euiding, shall keep your hearts and minds through 
[irist Jesus." Does prayer, and supplication, and 
anksgiving, imply of necessity a continual prostra- 
3n of the body ? Yes, if we are to be upon our knees 
• make our requests, then it must be continual — " in 
erythingP But, oh my soul, thou hast been in- 
ructed by God's holy word, "to worship him in. 
irit and m truUi;" and if thou wertaopxi>n\A%QdL«& 
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in very deed to be conformed to the apostle's iniuno- 
tion, thou wouldst '' pray without ceasing/' and thai 
would be continual aspirations to God *^n every- 
thing" Heart-breathings, soul-hundliationychild- 
oonfidenoe, rejoicing in the Lord at all times, asl 
counsel in all thy ways, and thanking him for aU 
things. But few in this our day have arrived at this 
state of experience. The flesh weighs the spirit do^ 
and darkness and spiritual barrenness appear to be 
the aspect of the invisible Church. What a mercy 
that Jesus is the same for ever; and if we have peace 
in him, " kept by the power of God through faith unto 
salvation," tiianks be to God through Christ our Lord. 
Thou, blessed Spirit, must quicken our dull aonls; 
"the flesh profiteth nothing." Thou must "blow 
upon thy garden, that the spices may flow out." 
Lord, help us truly to be anxious for nothing, and 
that all our peace of heart and mind may rest in Jesus, 
as all spiritual blessings flow to us through him. 



Oct. 13. — WTio is this that cometh up from the wilder^ 
nesSf leaning upon h&i* Beloved ? — Song viii. 5. 
Who is this but the Church j " theholy city, the 
new Jerusalem (which John saw) coming down from 
God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband;" those "predestinated unto the adop- 
tion of children by Jesus Christ, to the praise of his 
grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the Be- 
loved;" "the bride, the Lamb's wife;" "the Church 
which Christ loved, and gave himself for it, that he 
might present it to himself a glorious Church, without 
spot," holy, and without blemish. Wonderful mys- 
tery I Glorious tiru.\)\i\ Wha.t a sweet figure ; look at 
it, my soul. See tVe Te^ecmft^ wwsav^xss^^x^wfiLtk 



OCXOBEB. 86S 

^demess in companies, one generation passeth away, 
ttid another oometh; they move on in suoceesion, 
talking in the narrow path, the same Spirit guiding 
U], the same eye watching all, the same arm support- 
ing all — ''leaning on the Beloved! '' Fancy a tedious 
journey through an unknown region, a rough and 
&omy path, no way-marks, no directing posts, alone 
in a howling wilderness ; stumbling upon moimtains 
[oi error), getting into whirlpools (of affliction), fall- 
ng into pits, and taken in snares ; straying from the 
)ath, and scrambling, with sorrow of heart, to regain 
t. Imagine a friend suddenly standing before thee 
-sad a friend too, beloved — will not joy fill thy 
leait, will not the rough places appear smooth, the 
Qountains a plain, the whirlpools still waters ; the 
►its avoided, and the snares stepped over, with the 
Gloved by thy side ? The arm to lean on, the eye to 
liide, the voice to comfort, wisdom to direct, and 
ower to uphold; all this, and much more, is Jesus to 
is Church. The daughters of Jerusalem may say. 
What is thy beloved more than another beloved? '^ 
lie Church replies, " He is altogether lovely ; he is 
lie chiefest among ten thousand." He is the beloved 
f the Father ; he has loved the Church from ever- 
usting, and laid down his life that she might live for 
ver. He has loved the members individiially ; he 
ftlleth them by name, and has gone to prepare a place 
bemal in the heavens. And what have each to lean 
n, coming up from the wilderness, but the Beloved? 
'hat strength, if Jesus be not there ? what hope of 
etting safely to the end, without the Beloved to lean 
n? what peace, after being '* allured into the wilder- 
688,** if Jesus " speak not comfortably ? " Bloaaod 
<xrd, tbon doat support througli a\\ ^ft \o\a\i«^ % 



364 OCTOBBB. 

there is no other arm to lean upon. Bnt we often 
travel on as if we saw thee not, nor knew tbattboa 
wert near. We withdraw from thee, and take an arm 
of flesh, or try our own strength ; then thou holdnt 
our eyes, that we cannot see thee, and we stomble 
and fall, and should perish, if thy arm were not 
ever present to save to the uttermost. Thou vilt 
never forsake the sheep of thy pasture, which are 
coming up from the ''washing, pure and dean," 
leaning on the Beloved. 



Oct. 14. — Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide w* 
under the shadow of thy wings. — Psalm xvii. 8. 
What sense so precious as the sight P What part d 
the human frame so tender as the eye ; how wond0^ 
fully formed, and mercifully guarded for preservation! 
What intense pain do we feel if it be injured; and 
how careful of, and jealous over it, lest we should be 
deprived of so great a blessing. In some small mea- 
sure my soul can imagine the fervency of David's 
petition, and the force of the figure he uses in soppli- 
eating his God^ the Lord God of Israel, to manifest hiB 
own intense exercises, and the desires of his sod 
"Keep me as the apple of the eye.'' Surround nw 
by thy loving-kindness, preserve me by those mani- 
fold coverings which thou, O Lord, alone can effect 
Keep me by thy tender mercy from the power of 
mine enemies ; raise an impenetrable bulwark aboat 
me, and disappoint the greedy lion of his {»rey. 
** Hide me under the shadow of thy wings." What • 
beautiful figure is this also ! Behold the tender care 
of the mother bird ; how she spreads her wings to 
shelter her little nes^m^^^^/^ ^«xdthem from danger^ 
to preserve theia "w\i\i'& ^iJtve^ ^««^,\*i «^^«st ^«sAsss^ 
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the pelting storm, the nipping froet and oold dews of 
night — and see how the little creatures nestle under 
** the shadow oi hw wings f how they nm to her in 
every time of need, and how readily she extends her 
■oft feathwed wings to protect them ; and how com- 
fortable do those appear who get nnder her downy 
breast^ lying as it were in her bosom. Oh what a 
blessed position for the child of God to feel itself to 
be in. Kept by the Lord as the ** apple of the eye ;" 
'* sheltered under the shadow of his wings f resting 
safely in his love, guarded securely under that im- 
penetrable shield, a shelter ever nigh — not one afar 
off — ever ready and willing to bestow every good 
thing "according to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus.'' Lord, I would conclude my meditation with 
David's petition, " Keep me as the apple of the eye, 
hide me under the shadow of thy wings." 



Oct. 15. — For our heart shall rejoice in hiiriy because 
we have trusted in his holy name, — Ps. xxxiii. 21. 
This is a blessed exercise of faith. " Our soul," 
says the Psalmist, " waiteth for the Lord ; he is our 
help and our shield." With this assurance, and in 
this waiting posture, he believes without the shadow 
of a doubt, that ''his heart shdU rejoice in him, he- 
cause he has trusted in his holy name." When my 
soul meditates upon these holy and blessed exercises 
of faith, the transcendent and transporting praises of 
the God of Israel, with which at times the Psalmist 
oomes forth with his full-toned harp, sounding in holy 
harmony with all the energy of his inspired soul, his 
** hallelujahs ;" I sicken at my own dulness, and feel 
truly as if I had neither faith to trust the Lord, nor 
heart to praise him. All appear to \>e ^^\8Aeiv V^^dcv. 
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thick day f the things of earthy of time, and seDse, 
engross the thoughts and occupy the hours. '^ Icha- 
bod ** may surely be inscribed on the habitations ol 
those whose door-posts have been marked with the 
blood of the '' paschal lamb/' Alas, for Israel— woe 
unto us, if the Lord were as faithless and changeable 
as the dying worms for whom he hath shed his blood; 
woe imto us, if salvation depended on any deeds of 
man. Blessed Lord, we trust thee for salvation, and 
in thee only can our hearts rejoice ; and rejoice in 
through eternity we shall, and praise thy holy name 
without weariness or cessation, for the glory which 
we have in our glorious Head cannot depart from a& 
Hallelujah ! 

This earthly frame, this clog of clay, 
Doth sorely weigh the spirit down ; 
I look and long for that blest day, 
To leave the cross, and wear the crown. 

Hush ! hush ! my soul, with God the Lord, 
Leave every cross and every ill ; 
In patience trust his faithful word, 
And watch his power by standing still. 

Thy heart in Christ shall yet rejoice ; 
Thy song of praise shall yet ascend ; 
Thou yet shalt hear, the loving voice 
Of Jesus, thine unchanging Friend. 



Oct. 16. — magnify the Lord with me, and let im 
exalt his name together. — ^Psalm xxxiv. 3. 
The union of saints is one of the blessings of this 
our time-state, which we are privileged to enjoy; but 
to whom can we say with the Psalmist, ** Oh magnify 
the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name to- 
gether?'' Divifiions distract the minds oi Chris- 
tians; and wlien. \.\i«^ cwtaa \»^<&>(2DL<^T/\&aJ(i^ of 
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magnifying the Lord and exalting his name, they 
<x>ntend about words, and strive for " victory and not 
for truth.'' But the harps must be tuned to the 
same pitch ; the same chord must vibrate through 
each soul ; the hearts must realize the same treasure, 
and the Spirit must pour the anointing oil on each 
head, that it may flow down to the skirts of the 
clothing, for brethren to enjoy this blessed unity. 
When two or three are gathered together, and Jesus 
in the midst ; when his presence is felt by the wit- 
ness of the Spirit, then will the souls in sweetest 
harmony, and with one accord, magnify the Lord, 
and exalt his name only. Oh my soul, how greatly 
is the Lord to be magnified, how highly is he to be 
exalted; for has he not done wonderful things? 
What a low estimate we appear to have formed of 
the value of the soul, of the price that has been 
paid for its ransom, and the glory that is laid up for 
the redeemed. Oh ye ransomed souls, " come, mag- 
nify the Lord with me I " Look at the bleeding 
sacrifice on Calvary's mount ; behold the agonies of 
soul in Gethsemane's garden ; and shall we not 
magnify the Lord ? Let us, oh let us exalt his name 
together, for has he not reconciled sinners to God ? 
Exalt him, for he has vanquished death — he is risen 
— he ever liveth ; magnify him, for he alone is worthy 
to be praised ; exalt him, for he hath exalted us ; 
magnify him, for he hath done marvellous things. 
" My soul, praise the Lord, and speak good of his 
name." 



Oct. 17. — But Christ is all and m aU, — Col. iii. 11. 

Tes, Lord, notwithstanding all our divisions, here 
we unite. In thee we are one, and ^oxk «i\> «2^ \o 
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t^y Church, as thou art in all thy members. In thee 
there are no distinctions ; high or low, rich or poor, 
comely or uncomely, all are the same to thee. Thou 
art rich in mercy, and makest the poor in spirit. 
Thou art highly exalted, and bringest the proud low. 
There are none comely but in thy comeliness ; there 
is neither Jew nor Gentile, bond nor free, "but 
Christ is all and in all." Thou art magnified, 
Lord, and thy name is exalted above every name and 
above all praise. '' Christ is all and in all." W 
thou, my soul, believe this in thine heart ? Dost thou 
believe that " Christ is formed in thee the hope of 
glory ? " Is he all to thee ? all thy hope, all thy 
desire, all thy glory, and all thy praise ? Look at 
death, my soul. What hope can a sinner have out 
of Jesus in the prospect of eternity to a never-dying 
soul P What hast thou to plead but the blood of 
Jesus to cleanse, what to cover thee but his righteoM 
robe ? Christ is ally I feel it, I believe it. Out of 
him I have no hope ; Christ is my only refuge, I have 
nothing to glory in besides. Out of him I cannot 
face my God. 

Nor can I plead 

One righteous deed. 
To save my guilty soul. 

" Christ is all." Mark this all — not a half-Saviour to 
make up the creature's deficiency, not to be put into 
the balance with works of duty and merit. Oh, no, 
*^ Christ is all,'' and glory to his name, he is in all, 
has done all, suffered all, redeemed all, will glorify all, 
and will gather all his elect from the ends of the 
earth, without respect of person, and bring all with 
him, when there shall be one fold under one Shep- 
herd. 
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)CT. 18. — The elder unto the elect lady and her children , 
whom I love in the truth ; for the truth^s 8uke, which 
dweileth in U8, and shall be loith v,s for eoer, — 
2 John i. 2. 

" Whom I love in the truth ! " This is another 
ime-atate privilege, yet a bond of union for eternity. 
rhe love for Christ's sake is far beyond the love of na- 
ture. One ends with death ; the other will never ter- 
oiinate, because united in Christ. " And not only I," 
Ukys the aged apostle, ^'but all they that have known 
fche truth." Christ is the " truth," and loving for the 
^th's sake is founded on the love of Jesus. This is 
*he true Christian love of the brethren — " The elder 
^ the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the 
trath." But where shall we look for the Christians 
now who love purely for the truth's sake ? It is the 
love of flesh, the love of nature, the love of gain, the 
We of self, the love of ease, the love of station, which 
predominate. Christians are far gone from the sim- 
plicity of the gospel In truth, it is now as when this 
highly-favoured disciple wrote his epistle, "many 
deceivers are entered into the world," and we scarcely 
know who are true brethren. Many profess the truth , 
who have not the love of Jesus in the heart. Manv 
profess to follow him, who deny the truth from love of 
" filthy lucre," or ** fear of man." Oh ! for a restoia- 
bion of apostolic times ! The simplicity of Christian- 
ity, where is it ? The pomp and vanity of this evil 
world ensnare the godly who are " rich in this world's 
goods," and the desire to have more of them causes 
the godly poor to murmur instead of submitting with 
oheerfulness : and we believe few are the instances 
where Paul's lesson has been learned, " In whatever 
state I am, therewith to be content.'* "But ^waV ^^ <5icyQ\.\ 
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do all things through ChriststrengtheniDg." The Lord 
himaelf said, ^ Without me ye can do nothing." With- 
out the power of thy Spirit, thy Church, Lord, ii 
powerless ; thy people are still of the earth, earthy; 
and thou who hast done all for, must work all io, 
them — contentment with all things, patience to bear 
all things, and love to the brethren in the trnth for 
the truth's sake. 

Grace be to all them that love the Lord J esns Chrift 
in sincerity. Amen. 



Oct. 19. — He brought me up also out of an horrHilt 
pUf out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a 
rocky and established my goings, — Psalm xl. 2, 3. 
Where is the renewned soul that cannot experiment- 
ally understand the spiritual application of these wordi 
of the inspired Psalmist P Ye that can understand, ye 
that love the Lord, ^' come and hear, all ye that feu 
God, and I will declare what he hath done for my 
soul " (Pb. Ixvi. 16). ** He brought me up out of M 
horrible pit," the pit of nature's darkness, the pit (rf 
unbelief, the rejection of revelation, and the horrible 
pit of self-dependence ; out of the miry clay of igno- 
rant, proud reason and self -glory ; the horrible pit d 
rejecting the Divinity of Jesus, and denouncing Ghrit- 
tianity as priestcraft, judging, alas ! by the conduct of 
nominal Christians ; for blind reason could no further 
go; but observation and reflection were merdfolly 
given. WTiat power could bring a soul out of thii 
pit ? Was it in self ; was it a fellow-worm ? No; the 
power of God alone could " set my feet upon a rock, 
and establish my goings," and that ''Eock wtf 
Christ." TTie Lord uses instruments to blow the 
trumpet and wxiJid ^Jt^a tws^^^ V^ssra.. lla sends his 
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Dteasage " by whom he will aend^*' and his messengers 
<^n draw the bow at a venture, onoonsoious that 
they are honoured by the Lord with a message of 
grace — all proclaiming the sovereignty of Jehovah. 
''A broken heart and contrite spirit " God alone can 
^ve, and these he will not despise. " My feet on the 
Hock;" "he established my goings," and the "Spirit 
taking of the things of Jesus, and showing them 
^to me." " He put a new song in my mouth, even 
praise unto our God ; " praise that " Jesus came to 
call sinners to repentance;" praise that he had 
opened mine eyes, and brought me out of darkness ; 
praise that his blood cleanseth from all sin, and his 
glorious robe of salvation imputeth all righteousness. 
Content to be a sinner, and Jesus all my salvation 
aod all my desire, with the heart I can say, "0 mag- 
nify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name to- 
gether." Many— blessed be the God of all grace — 
have sung, and shall sing, this new song. 

" The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom," 
but the end is love — perfect love — gospel love, which 
casteth out fear. The terrors of the law are hushed 
by the still, small voice of peace ; and many, through 
grace, hear the joyful sound of salvation, and trust in 
the Lord. praise him, praise him, ye redeemed ! 
Praise him, ye cleansed sinners! Praise him, ye 
^sanctified, ye justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 
and by the Spirit of our God." Praise him, my 
soul ! that thou art brought out of the horrible pit, set 
upon a Rock that cannot be moved, with a new song 
in thy mouth. Alleluia I salvation, and glory, and 
honour, and peace unto the Lord our God, and to the 
Lamb! 
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Oct. 20. — But mine eyes are unto thee, God th 
Lord; in thee is my trust; have not my sotd desti- 
tute. — Psalm cxli. 8. 

The apostles and prophets were but men ; and it 
was only as they were more inspired by the Spirit of 
God, that they appear more holy, more zealous, more 
faithful than the disciples of Jesus in the present daj. 
The varied experience pourtrayed in the Psalms of 
David, shows the believer in Christ that human nature 
in the King of Israel, the inspired Psaln^ist, was the 
same as it now is. The continual transition from 
praise to confession, from this to supplication ; then 
again with holy ecstasy breaking forth intorapturoitt 
praises, with seemingly renewed energy to extol hi* 
God ; so correspond with the exercises of beUever* 
now, and at all times, that as *^ face answereth to 
face," and in " the mouth of two or three witnesses " 
a thing is established, it is, as it were, a sealing testi- 
mony to the truth of Scripture, and that the same 
Spirit teacheth all. This Psalm commences with 
prayer and supplication. David was in soul distress; 
" But mine eyes are up imto thee, God the Lord," 
he exclaims in this verse upon which we have been led 
to meditate. " In thee is my trust " — faith still hold- 
ing on — " leave not my soul destitute." David was 
experimentally in soul destitution, notwithstanding he 
had been continually sounding his harp in high and 
glorious praises of the Lord. Thus are we led from 
the mountain to the valley, from the "slough of des- 
pond " to the pinnacle of exultation ; from a Ufe d 
sense and enjoyment of the presence of Jesus, to a 
life of faith and entire dependence on the Lord, when 
destitute ot hia sensible presence. " Leave not my 
soul desfcitxxtej^ *\ft VXx^ CiY^,\yQit \Na\»\wl<ss» <\f finally 
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perishing ; destitute of thy felt presence^ of the com- 
fort of joy, of the spirit of praise. The Lord in mercy 
teaches his people a variety of lessons, that they may 
learn to trust him in darkness, as well as praise him 
in light ; he brings them down that they may not be 
high-minded ; raises them up (ere they are aware), 
that they may not despair. If we advance in this 
sweetly experimental book of inspired songs, we shall 
again have David's Psalm of praise full of the great- 
ness and the majesty of the Lord. It is sweet to 
enjoy his presence ; it is blessed to trust him when he 
hideth himself. Under all trials, in all ciroomstances, 
help me to praise thee, Lord. 



Oct. 21. — / ?iave no greater joy than to hear that my 
children walk in the truth. — 3 John 4. 
Having so recently meditated on a similar passage 
by the same disciple, the mind has been strongly led 
to reject this. The former meditation <1id not satisfy, 
and there has been no apparent opening, no enlarge- 
ment of soul to this text. Perhaps only those who 
have the oversight of the Lord's heritage can enter 
into the joy of " the elder,'' than which he had '' no 
greater than to hear that his children walked in the 
truth." The question arises, "What is truth?" Were 
we to ask the various communities of Christians in 
this day, we should receive a different definition from 
each, judging from the apparent divisions. There is 
much talk about preaching the truth, holding the 
truth, contending for the truth ; many agree on some 
points, yet differ in essentials ; some contend that the 
grace doctrines (so called), in their depth and fulness, 
only is the truth — many hold these in unrighteous- 
ness, and many renewed souls cannot xeoeYve >^«ai« 
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Jesus said unto Pilate, ''For this cause came I into 
the world, that I should hear witness unto the truth; 
every one that is of the truth, heareth my voice." 
Pilate said, « What is truth ? '' but like many who are 
indifferent about the subject of their inquiry, and idly 
ask questions without desiring information, he waited 
not for a reply. Again, Jesus says, " If ye continue 
in my word, ye are my disciples indeed; and ye shall 
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 
" I am the way, the truth, and the life." Christ then 
is the truth ; and to preach the truth is to preach 
Christ. Paul saith, '* But we preach Christ crucifiei" 
And again, " Some preach Christ of contention, othen 
in love." What then ? " Every way Christ is preached, 
and I therein rejoice." ** As ye have received Christ 
Jesus, so walk ye in him." And this is what we con- 
sider John the elder means by walking in the trntb. 
It appears that the disciples, while Jesus sojourned 
with them, were but as new-born babes; he said unto 
them, " I have many things to say unto you, but ye 
cannot bear them now." Peter, for instance, showed 
the weakness of nature while his Lord was with him 
in the flesh ; but when he wrote his epistles, he was a 
father in Christ, and could fuUy comprehend the deep 
things which babes cannot receive : yet the babe evi- 
denced the new life as clearly as the father, but not 
the wisdom and knowledge. Our Lord says, "And 
this is life eternal, to know thee the only tree God, 
and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." To he 
quickened by the Spirit, to be convinced of thef ex- 
ceeding sinfulness of sin, and to believe in the heart 
in the I^rd Jesus Christ, are essential evidences of 
the election oi gt«yce*, \i>oA. t\ia reception of the deep 
things of God ia not ^wetv Hft «J\\ «jv^*^^\sssw\s!&^ 
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without grace availeth nothing. We therefore believe 
that '' the tmth '* does not exclusively imply the doo- 
trines of grace ; but that Christ is the truth, and to 
believe in Him exclusively, entirely, fully for salva- 
tion, is the truth : and to walk in him, to follow him, 
in faith, and hope, and love, are the results of a union 
to him. When God the Spirit teacheth, knowledge is 
added little by little as the child can bear it ; and a 
most blessed privilege it is to be established in the 
faith, " to be no more children tossed to and fro with 
every wind of doctrine.** Blessed Spirit, give thy 
sealing testimony to what has been traced herein; 
keep me, I beseech thee, from ** darkening counsel 
without knowledge ; " grant me the privilege of con- 
tending for the faith, and help me to '' walk in the 
truth as it is in Jesus." 



Oct. 22. — Why art thou cast dovm, O my soul f and 
why art thou disquieted in me f Hope thou in God: 
for I shall yet praise him for the help of his counte- 
nance, — Psalm xlii. 6. 

Again we are brought to the experimental exercise 
of the believer. What renewed soul can recount the 
frequency of this cry in the heart ? David well knew 
the depths of trial, the depths of sin, and the height 
of exaltation ; yet he knew in whom he trusted, and 
his eyes were up unto the Lord. Truly may we con- 
tinually ask, " Why art thou cast down, oh my soul ? '* 
Why, in the face of so much undeserved mercy, and 
such a prospect of eternal glory, why are we so often 
cast down ? Our dear compassionate Lord said to the 
sleeping disciples, " Truly the spirit is willing, but the 
flesh is weak." The Lord shows us what we are iu 
the fleshy and whskt his strength can do iox \i& \ ^ ^"a^ 
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time oast done by a trifle, at another we stand un- 
moved by the fall of mountains aromids as. When 
left to self, the poor flesh shrinks at what distresses 
it. Oh the trials that ''flesh is heir to!*" Who 
knoweth the soul's bitterness ? W ho understands the 
Christian's '' searchings of heart P '* Who can feel for 
the soul-Hsasting-down of one who has lost the help d 
the Lord's countenance? Those only who have 
travelled in the same path. Oh when the cry comei 
forth from the heart, " Why art thou cast down, oh 
my soul P '' this is soul travail, which, when the trial 
is over, is often remembered no more. But faith 
revives, and with full confidence inspires the dejected 
soul, '' Hope thou in God, for I shall yet praise him." 
This is sweet experience, such as the Psalmist so often 
leads us into ; hope under trial, confidence in darkness, 
trust in the Lord when he is not seen. When all is 
quiet, our path smooth, faith and hope in lively exer* 
cise, and love felt in the heart, then to have peace 
seems nothing strange ; but with the soul cast down, 
disquieted, wave upon wave, and withal spiritual dark- 
ness, then to hope in the Lord, then to believe that 
praise shall again till the soul, for the help of his ooud' 
tenance, is blessed faith in God ; and the trial of faith 
being most precious, we have cause to praise the Lord 
for these seasons of darkness, inwhich we are shown our 
weakness and his strength : and if with David we can 
say, " As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so 
panteth my soul after thee, O God ; my soul thirsteth 
for God," we are assured the love of the I^ord is still in 
the heart. But when faith says, the love of the Lord 
is unchangeable, we look unto him, and in the midst 
of the cloud, the ^tc^ot \Xife^«.t«c, aing praises to the 
God of our Balvatioii. 
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< JcT. 23. — C<ut thy burden wpon the Lord, aiid he ahaU 
sustain thee : he shall never suffer tlie righteous to be 
moved. — Psalm Iv. 22. 

But how continually does the soul take its burden 
to the Lord; and bring it away again ; bearing its own 
burden with sorrow of heart, unable to get rid of it. 
XIow is thiS; my soul P Is it that thou dost not ask in 
faith, or that l^e Lord does not see fit to comply with 
thy request ? Believing in the sovereignty of God, we 
b^eve his will to be an immutable law, which nothing 
can change; and we also believe that faith is his gift, 
and (as before stated) that he answers prayer accord- 
ing to his own will and eternal purpose, and not ac- 
cording to the faith. Yet if God give faith in asking, 
nothing can move the soul in the belief of receiving ; 
and nothing can prevent the accomplishment. But 
if thou come to the Lord with thy burden, he will most 
certainly sustain thee, though thou mayest still feel 
the burden lie heavily upon thy heart. Come to the 
throne again, and yet again ; and if it be not thy 
Father's will to take thy burden from thee, he will 
support thee under it, and help thee to carry it joy- 
fully ; for mark the concluding promise— nay, posi- 
tive assertion, ''he shall never suffer the righteous to 
be moved.'' No, gracious Lord, '' the righteous shall 
hold on their way," they shall never be moved from 
the " rock " upon which thou hast established their 
goings ; they can never be moved from Christ, for 
they are one with him. All the enemies, the chief of 
enemies, can never move the righteous from Jesus ; 
heaven and earth shall pass away, but thy word shall 
not pass away. Jesus Christ the righteous cannot be 
moved, and all in him are righteous \ '' for sa h;^ ^&^ 
so are they in this world." Cheer up, la^ ^wsssJl^ \Ja.^ 
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Lord snstaineth thee^ even when thou seest him not; 
from Jesus thy Shepherd thou shalt never be moved, 
for he is faithful, though thou art ''as unstable a& 
water; '^ but all thy righteousness is of the Lord. 



Oct. 24. — The heavens declare the glory of God: and 
the firmament ahoweth his handywork, — Ps. xix. 1. 
What does man comprehend of the wonders of crea- 
tion P How far have the wisest philosophers pene- 
trated into the glories of the heavens, and the handy- 
work of the firmament P How far have they dived 
into the depths beneath ; to what height have they 
ascended to the regions above P Man thinks he has 
arrived at a wonderful knowledge of creation ; bni 
with all the researches of those who have preceded, 
he can go ** thus far and no farther." The universe is 
illimitable; we know not the boimdaries thereof. The 
centre of this earth, who can get at it ? Li the uIlive^ 
sal scale, the knowledge of man is a speck, an atom, 
a nothing. The natural man sees not beyond crear 
tion; he searches into its mysteries for his own grati- 
fication, or self -glory, or to benefit his fellow-man; 
but to behold the glory of God in the work of his 
hands, is not in him. But the glory of the Christian, 
my soul, let us turn to this, which is, that for God's 
dear Son were all things created; all things were 
created by him and for him (Col. i. 13 — 16). The 
Christian glories in revelation, where the creating 
power of God is described, and his purpose of redemp- 
tion unfolded. The work of creation and redemption 
are combined in the souls of believers ; the heavens 
declare the glory of God in the one, and his glory is 
manifested on earth in the other, We see Jesus onr 
liedeemer the Creator of all things in heaven and 
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«arth; we see him who was ''made a little lower than 
the angels for the suffering of death^ crowned with 
glory and honour." We see him, " by whom and for 
whom all things were created," leaving the glory he 
had with the Father to glorify his Father upon earth. 
My soul delighted in the works of creation with the 
natoral eye, but it glories in redemption with the 
spiritnal eye. 

*' The heavens declare the glory of God." " All 
thy works praise thee, Lord." The little we know 
of thy creating power, by the effects, shows ns our 
ignorance ; what we know of thy redeeming power 
fills us with self-abasement and self-loathing, con- 
vinces us of thy sovereignty, O Lord, and that the 
power which created alone can regenerate. While we 
view with admiring awe and wonder, the glory of God 
in the heavens, and his handywork in the firmament, 
we look with love, and love to praise thee, for the super- 
abounding wonders of redemption. We see thy glory 
in the starry firmament, and the works of thine 
Almighty hand around ; but we feel the exceeding 
glory of redeeming love which thou hast manifested 
on earth: and to the Creator as beheld in Jesus 
Christ, the procurer of all blessings by the Eternal 
Spirit, be glory ascribed for ever and ever. 



Oct. 26. — Behold^ I am vUe; what shall I answer" 
thee f I toiU lay mine hand upon my mouth, — Job 
xl.4. 

Behold, I am vile ! is the cry of the soul when 
Qt)d reveals himself by his spirit of holiness. Man 
is by nature self-righteous ; it is a yoke which 
^icircles him when he is unconscious of it ; but when 
the Lord speaks and gives a spiritual sight of the 
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depravity which lies deeply within, will he not in 
experience, if not in words, respond to Job, "I 
am vile ; what shall I answer thee P '' What can a 
soul conscious of sin reply to God ? "I will lay 
mine hand upon my mouth ; *' the lips mmt be 
closed, the tongue silent when God speaks out of the 
whirlwind. Is there no help, no remedy, for the 
sin-stricken soul P Is it to lie down in silence, and 
to writhe for ever under a sense of unpardoned 
guilt P Is not the confession of sin a work of grace; 
and does not ceasing from self-justification give 
hope P Yes, these are evidences of grace, and there 
is a '' daysman '' near to speak peace to the broken 
heart, to reconcile sinners to God. " Mine eye 
aeeth thee, and I abhor myself in dust and ashes." 
Pardon applied by the blood of Jesus, the tongne ii 
loosened, and the lips utter the praises felt in the heart 
''^ Behold I am vile ; what shall I answer thee P " 
Canst thou not give an answer of the hope that ia in 
theeP My soul replies, I believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the only hope of salvation ; I believe 
that his '^ blood cleanseth from all sin," and that 1 
^m justified only by his righteousness. Behold, 
God, my Surety ; I am vile, but he is holy ; I all ain, 
he without sin. When I look at self, I lay my hand 
upon my mouth ; when I look at Jesus my month 
can only utter praise. I look at self, and am dumb ; 
at Jesus, and shout for joy. Jesus receiveth din- 
ners, he died for sinners, he maketh sinners righ- 
iieous in the sight of God. How many are there who 
are toiling to make themselves righteous, and many 
groaning that they are not so : each proceeds from 
pride of heart ; they are not content to be nothing, 
and for Jesus to be all. Those think they can make 
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themselves perfect ; these wish to be all holiness, 
l)iit feel they are not so, yet would that flesh should 
liave somewhat to glory in. Ye toilers, give over ; 
ye groaners lift up your heads : perfection is not for 
fesh and blood; it is a corrupt thing, it will lie 
down a vile body. Look off from poor, proud, 
righteous self, and sinful self, and look unto Jesus, 
and ye shall (if united to him) bring forth the 
fruits of faith unto God by your union to Christ 
(Bom. vii. 6). 



Oct. 26. — Having loved his ovm which were in the 
world f he loved.them unto the end. — John xiii. 1. 
TMiat a scene have we to contemplate in this 
feast of the Passover ! What a winding up of the 
most special mercy of God to man, and the most 
wonderful events that ever took place upon earth ! 
Jesus was come to attend the last feast under the 
law he would ever witness in the flesh, his ministry 
upon earth was done, he had fulflUed all righteous- 
ness/' and was about to " finish the work," and to 
make an *' end of the law by the sacrifice of himself.'' 
He " knew that his hour was come to depart unto 
tiie Father ; '* he knew also the sufferings he had to 
pass before he could resume the glory he had with 
the Father from the beginning. Behold here, my 
soul, *^ the Ijamb slain from the foundation of the 
world ; " go from the garden to the cross, and say if 
thou and thy fellow-mortals are anything hut vile — 
stop at the judgment-hall, and see the spirit that is 
in man, and deny the vileness of thy nature if thou 
oanst. 

Blessed Lord, " was there ever any sorrow like unto 
thy sorrow ? " Was there ever any love like unto thy 



382 OCTOBBB. 

love P for having ''loved thine own, thou lovest them 
unto the end : " not only the chosen faithful diadplei, 
but all thine own, onto the end of time. Thy pnh 
spect of suffering hindered thee not in thy purpose of 
love ; the soourgings, and mockings, and indignitieB 
of the worms thou oouldst have annihilated with a 
breath, prevented not the accomplishment of thy eter- 
nal designs. Jesus came into the world to lay down 
his life, '* to make an end of sin, and bring in aneviff- 
lasting righteousness," so that there is no more sacri- 
fice for sin. The true '' paschal Lamb " was slain at 
this feast ; but, glory to Grod, death could not retain 
him. Jesus is risen, hallelujah! lie ever Hveth; 
and because he lives, we shall live also ; hallelajah ! 
His sufferings are over ; he has entered his glory ; he 
rejoices in the work of his love ; and *' shall oome 
again, bringing his sheaves with him.'' Praise the 
Lord, oh my soul. 



Oct. 27. — Verify, verily, I say unto you. Except aeom 
of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abiddh 
alone : but if it die, it hringeth forth much frwt.— 
John xii. 24. 

My soul, thou art to pursue the subject of thy last 
meditation. In this Scripture we have an elucidation 
of our concluding sentence, and an exemplification of 
the death of our Lord, who, in compassion to our weak 
capacities, takes his figures from those things in nature 
which our eyes behold. Who can number the grains 
of wheat that may be produced in the progress of years 
from one single seed? And thus may we compute thp 
number of the redeemed ; the fruit brought forth by 
the death of Christ, it is incalculable to man ; bat does 
not the Lord know every grain ? Yes, and not one 
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tihsJl be lost. It was needful that Jesus should die ; 
by his death he brought forth fruit ; he was the first- 
fruit from the dead, and his resurrection was an ear- 
nest for that of all for whom he died. '' Exoept a 
<x>rn fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone.^ If 
Jesus had not satisfied God's justioe by his death, not 
one of Adam's fallen race oould have been taken into 
union with God. Jesus, in his Godhead, must have 
remained alone; but it pleased him to make his 
Church partaker of his glory : to be one with him, as 
he was one with the Father. When the harvest is 
fully ripe, his angels will gather the wheat into the 
gamer ; the chaff shall be separated, and scattered by 
the wind of God's wrath. Lord, what a mercy that 
any are saved from it ! But the Lord would not abide 
alone ; he formed a people for himself ; took their 
nature, that they might partake of his ; fell into the 
ground to bring forth the fruits of eternal life ; rose 
triumphantly, bringing his sheaves with him, for all 
are saved in him ** with an everlasting salvation : " all 
have the benefit of his death and resurrection, and 
shall partake of this throne of glory. Glorious privi- 
lege I mysterious imion ! never to be fully compre- 
hended nor appreciated until we have cast off these 
mortal frames ; but thy word, O Lord, is true, and 
faith rests in thee with adoring love and praise. 



Oct. 28. — For great is thy mercy toward me: and thou 
hatt delivered my sotUfrom the lowest hell, — Psalm 
Ixxxvi. 13. 

When truly brought to view ourselves by the light 
of the Spirit ; when we really feel that '^ in me dwell- 
eth no good thing; " when convinced of the depravity 
of the heart, insubordination of the will, force of the 
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passions^ the rale of evil tempers, ignorance of self, 
natural enmity against the holy ways of God, and 
natural impracticability of serving God in spirit and 
in truth, we can indeed unite with David, and say from 
the inmost soul, "For great is thy mercy toward me;** 
and why ? " Thou hast delivered my soul from the low- 
est hell !" Great indeed is thy mercy ; for just, most 
just it would have been, hadst thou cast me off for ever. 
My soul can truly say, I have nothing in me deserving 
of thy mercy, but everything deserving of thy wrath. 
Here is mercy manifest ; it is thy mercy that saves 
from hell; thy mercy that hath redeemed sinners from 
eternal death ; thy mercy that hath exalted them to 
be at thy right hand, with thy dear Son. The great- 
ness of thy mercy we cannot xmderstand ; we compre- 
hend not the torments from which we are saved, nor 
the glories to which we are appointed. Our compre- 
hension how weak, our praise how dull, our love how 
cold, and faith how fluctuating. Lord, it is thy mercy 
from first to last, and thy love which endureth for ever. 

Thy mercy saves, thy mercy keeps, 

Let thy redeemed praise thee ; 
Thy mercy guards thy slumbering sheep, 

Let thy redeemed praise thee. 



Oct. 29. — And Jesus ansioering saith unto them, Have 

faith in God. — Mabk xi. 22. 

Faith in Gh>d, and faith given by God, is the only 
faith that can remove mountains. In this faith therein 
no doubting; belief is established in the heart by God, 
and whatever is asked for shall be granted. But what 
is the faith of the Church now ? It cannot command 
mountains ; it cannot control the waves ; it cannot 
perform miracles ; these special gifts are withdrawn, 



OCTOBBB. 886 

Imt the Lord still bestows a measure of faith for 
the comfort of his people, and for the manifesting of 
liis power. Is there not under trial "faith in God" 
given to many who are wading in deep waters ? When 
lie is not seen, does not faith in him keep the soul from 
w'nking ? And though we have not that faith given 
to move mountains, yet the Lord mercifully bestows 
faith in every time of need, according to the good 
pleasure of his will. He gives faith in his word, in his 
promises ; and when these are applied with power, 
how does the soul mount with "eagles' wings" above 
the petty things of earth. Oh when we have faith in 
Gt>d to trust him for all things, leaving the future with 
him, believing that he appoints all, and rules all with 
infinite wisdom, this is to " be still and know that I 
am God : " a feeble creature resting upon the arm of 
onmipotence, and with child-like dependence trusting 
a kind and loving Father. It is precious to *' have 
faith in God;" to bless him for past mercies and to- 
day's mercies ; and to leave to-morrow in perfect con- 
fidence with him. Praising for the past — trusting for 
the future. " Lord, evermore give us this faith." 



Oct. 30. — Many of the ancient men that had seen the 

first hou&e, when the foundation of this house was laid 

before tJieir eyes, wept with a loud voice, and many 

shouted aloud for joy, — Ezba iii. 12. 

Having already meditated upon the surpassing glory 

of the second temple to the first, seeing that the Lord 

of glory was there to show himself openly ; that the 

" Desire of all nations " was to fill this second house 

with a glory that neither Solomon with all his wisdom, 

nor the law with all its sacrifices, could give ; the 

mind is now led to reflect on the weeping and shout- 

2 c 
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ing at the laying the foundation of this aeoond temple. 
We see the varied exercises of the human mind; wbftt 
is intense grief to one will be a sabject of the greitoit 
joy to another. Why did the ancient men 'weep^sod 
wher^ore did many shout aloud for joy P Probably 
each were under the influence of their fleshly Mr 
ings. The ancient men had seen the flrst house^ witii 
all its eai'thly splendour and glory ; but, instead of 
praising the Lord for their restoration after the 
seventy years* captivity^ and his putting it into the 
heart of Cyrus to permit them to rebuild their temple, 
instead of being contented with the present mercy be- 
stowed, they weep for the loss of the past. And thoie 
who shouted, with what, may we suppose, were tiieir 
minds exercised ? Perhaps, by ignorance. They hid 
not seen the first house ; and, it may be, many knew 
not why they shouted; but some assuredly joined the 
shout of joy from the right cause. Haggai prophesied 
of the glory of the latter house, and those to whom it 
was revealed saw, by faith, the day of the Messuih 
afar oflf, and were glad. W'ho bring most glory to 
God ? — ^those who are repining for the past, diaoon- 
tented with the present, and anticipating evil for the 
future : or those who leave the past, are thankful for 
the present, and resign the future passively into the 
hands of their Lord P 

Pride and ignorance predominate greatly in the 
mind of man ; and many Christians are kept in bond- 
.age by these, until the Lord be pleased to strip them 
and instruct them. The convinced sinner weeps un- 
der a sense of guilt. Pride cannot look out of self, 
and ignorance cannot see, neither believe in, the 
finished work of Jesus -^ but when the Lord reveals 
himself m\nft ^oi:^,^>a«a>\ia ^^nosLtif^ \ft V^& temple 
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(2 Gor. vi. 16), and proclaims pardon, the soul shouts 
for joy, and truly sees the seoond temple far more 
glorious than the first. Jesus was there. The bright 
and morning Star has arisen in the weeping soul, and 
^ory to God and praise to the Lamb is the continued 
ihout of joy. 

Oct. 31. — And I said. Oh that I had mngs like a 

dove ! for then would I flee atoay, and be at rest. — 

Psalm iv. 6. 

Oh I if poor human nature had wings like the dove 1 
if it could rove at its pleasure, fly where it list, free 
and uncontrolled I But, happily, the wings are clipped, 
and Almighly power chains it to earth until he 
be pleased to call the spirit from its tenement of 
clay. 

" Oh ! if I had wings like the dove," says flesh, " I 
would fly from this trial ; I would leave this wicked 
world, this body of sin, these false friends, these per- 
secuting enemies. I would hasten my escape from 
the windy storm and tempest. 1 would fly to my 
eternal rest, where sorrow, nor pain, nor sin can 
come." But does not the believer learn what a 
mercy it is that God restrains the desires of the flesh, 
that we cannot do as we would, nor fly where we like, 
nor stay where we choose, nor run from our trials ? 
Into a thousand snares would our wings rapidly fly, 
had we the power of the harmless dove, whose in- 
stinct, given by the Almighty Creator, guides her 
only to what nature prompts ; but man, unrestrained 
by the Almighty, would be a very fiend ; and even 
the renewed soul would fly continually into forbidden 
paths, if it had all that flesh desired. But if, under 
a heavy tnal, one ia led to say in t\ie oi^oii^ o1 ^^ 
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moment, "Oh that I had wings like the dove!" * 
time will arrive when, like David, the cry comeB,"I 
will call upon God, and the Lord shall save me." 

What a mercy, my sonl, to be satisfied with all the 
ways of the " Most High ; " neither to wish for the 
wings of the dove, nor the strength of the lion, nor the 
fleetness of the deer, but to believe that infinite love 
regulates every pain, overrules every evil for good; 
and that trials are most blessed correoidons to keep 
the child from soaring above its appointed sphere, or 
grovelling beneath its high calling in Christ Jeeok 
Soon shall the message come to call thee home ; then 
shall thy spirit flee from all below. Earth and alliti 
vanities, with sin and aU its trials, shall vex thy soul 
no more. Thou shalt not need the '' wings of the 
dove " to carry thee to the bosom of thy Lord. 



NOVEMBER. 



Nov. 1. — For lam not ashamed of the gospel of ChsnAi 

for it 18 the power of Ood unto salvation to every ow 

that beHeveth, — Rom. L 16. 

How boldly did Paul testify to the truth of what he 

wrote with the pen of inspiration ! " I am not ashamed 

of the gospel of Christ.'' He neither feared men nor 

their revilings. Neither kings nor governors ooold 

stop him from proclaiming the gospel of Christ; 

neither perils nor imprisonments daunted him. He 

could do all things through Christ strengthening him* 

This he felt ; he knew his weakness, and where his 

strength l&y , &iid, Nvhen weak in himself, was strcog 

in the Loxd, ^Ava^. ^«5^ ^ovs^A T^aH. ^^t^. The 
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Hf»^\ of Christ the power of God unto salvation to 
^very one that believeth ! The gospel is glad 
lidings of great joy ; but the power of God must be 
jNii forth for any to believe to the saving of the soul. 
''Paul may plant and Apollos water , but God must 
give the increase.'^ The seed is scattered, but God 
must make it spring. Christ is preached, but none 
believe savingly but those whom the Spirit quickens. 
The seed drops into the heart of one, and takes root ; 
while the heart of another under the same word re- 
mains impervious, the earsolosed, the eyes darkened. 
It must be the power of God ; and thus he chooses 
to reveal himself ** through the foolishness of preach- 
ing." It is neither the instrument that proclaims the 
glad tidings, nor the word of truth that is preached^ 
which touches the heart with a saving knowledge of 
Christ. The Spirit must accompany the word, and 
this is ** the power of God unto salvation.'' 

my soul ! give God the glory. Did ye receive 
the Spirit by the works of the law P Nay, but by the 
hearing of faith. Christ proclaimed as the only 
name whereby we can be saved, is the gospel of 
Christ. Christ preached, and not the law, is the 
gospel of glad tidings. Christ as the sinner's only 
hope, not mixed up with the works of the law and 
the deeds of the flesh, is the gospel of peace ; and the 
<' gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth." 

Glory to God in the highest, peace on earth, and 
good will unto men. Hosannah to the Lord 1 



Nov. 2. — Thou Bhalt call thy waUs mlvationf and thy 
gates praise. — ^Isaiah Ix. 18. 
Jhe walla of the new Jeruaaleni are ^^ iaX-^^X^oTLr 
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It is not a "building made with hands,*' bat one 
'' eternal in the heavens." It is not oonfined to the 
Jew, but admits the Gentile also. The Wall of pirti- 
tion, which was the *' law by Moses," being broken 
down, salvation is prodaimed to those who weresfar 
off. And "thy gates shall be praise ;** for trdly 
tho0e who enter in mnst with one aooord ory, " W<n^ 
thy the Lamb that was slain ! ^ Praise mnsi fill ifae 
heart of the sinner who knows the pardoning love of 
Jesns. When experimentally brooght witiiin the 
walls of salvation, the heart will leap for joy; pruse 
and thanksgiving shall be upon the tongue, and tbe 
month shall ntter ten thousand paeans to " Him who 
hath redeemed ns oot of all nations, kindred, and 

The walls of salvation shall stand for ever; ^ 
are founded upon a Rock which cannot be moved. 
The gates of hell shall not prevail to overthrow them, 
neither shall their gates be shut till the number (A tiie 
elect be accomplished. The inspired Bsahnist in the 
spirit of prophecy testified of Jesus ; and Jesns him- 
self speaks through the prophet, '' Open to me the 
gates of righteousness ; I will go into them, and I irill 
praise the Lord ; this gate of tiie Lord into whidithe 
righteous shall enter." Jesus, as the Forerunner, is 
for us entered within the veil (Heb. vi. 19, 20) ; and 
all whom he maketh righteous shall assuredly foDow. 
'' Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise. Be thankful unto him, and bless 
his name." 

'^ Thy walls salvation and thy gates praise ;" tiie 
holy city where God and the Lamb are tiie light 
thereof. 
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Nov. 3. — TiMke no thought for the morrow. Sufficient 
unto the day i$ the eoU thereof, — Matt. vi. 34. 
These words oi our Lord confirm a former medita- 
tioDy and while I reflect upon them, condemnation 
airesta me. ** Take no thought for the morrow.'* 
Why, we are all thought for the f atnre. We antici- 
pate trials hefore they come, and thereby have a 
doable suffering. We anticipate troubles that never 
urrive. We profess to believe that all things are 
ordered ; yet distress ourselvesas if all depended on our 
oiwn management. Why, Lord, is this over-anxiety 
f<Nr the things of time ; why can we not leave the mor- 
row with thee ? If it usher in evil to us, then wilt 
thou give sufficient strength to bear it to those who 
trust in thee. How much more do the perishing 
things of time eagrovi our attention than the eternal 
realities of the ** kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness ! " Judging ourselves by the standard of the 
^' word iji God,'' how can a professed Christian be at 
peace whom the '' Son hath not made free " from 
condemnation P The law is a code of condemnation, 
and trying to work out our own salvation by that, we 
shall never enter the kingdom of God ; *' for by the 
deeds of the law shall no flesh living be justified.'' O 
ye self-righteous, ye law-workers, try yourselves, ex- 
amine yourselves by God's word, and are ye at peace 
with yourselves? are ye conformed to this world;^ 
slaves to its follies, its vanities, its customs P and are 
ye in peace P But if the cry of Job has been uttered 
from the heart, ''Behold, I am vile; " then ye can 
neither have peace in yourselves nor the law. It i& 
the healing balm of salvation by Christ only that can 
Make a woonded spirit whole. 
The law, which bringeth condemnation to the 
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renewed soul, is a source for self-glory to the self- 
righteous; but the eyes of oature are blind to spiritaal 
things, and the ears closed to the sound of gospel 
peace until the Spirit works with power on the soul, 
and then we learn that '' there is a law in our mem- 
bers; warring against the law of the mind, and we 
cannot do the things that we would ; '' that Jesus 
only can deliver from this body of death; and' to 
give him all the praise is the convinced sinner^s glory. 
'' For whom the Son makes free is free indeed*'' 



Nov. 4. — The eternal God is thy refuge, and under' 
neath are the everlasttnff arms. — Drut. xxxiii. 27. 
Blessed be the God of Israel, he does not confine 
himself to the seed of Jacob, nor is he the refuge only 
of Asher. The eternal God is the refuge of all his 
people from the commencement of time, and shall be 
so to the end. What a cheering reflection ! What a 
mercy to feel the truth of it with power ! The etenuJ 
God thy refuge ! as thy Saviour and thy preserver! a 
refuge in every storm, in all trials, ** and underneath 
are the everlasting arms.'' my soul ! to realize 
this blessedness, to feel assured the everlasting arms 
of Omnipotence are under thee: held up by the 
power of God — a refuge in every time of trouble- 
supported by invisible power ! We cannot compre- 
hend the power by which we are sustained, neither 
can we express what we feel. The soul at times seems 
overwhelmed at the vastness of divine subjects, which 
the heart feels, but words cannot explain. " Happy 
art thou, Israel ! Who is like unto thee, peo^^e? 
saved by the Lord, the Shield of thy help, and who 
is the Sword of thy excellency ! " 
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N"ov. 5. — The Lord wiU perfect that which concemeth 

me, — Psalm cxxzviii. 8. 

The Lord alone can perfect anything, and the Lord 
iotZ? perfect that which he has purposed ; and when he 
bath perfected all that concemeth thee, my soul, he 
mil take thee to thine eternal home. The Lord wiU 
Perfect all that concemeth every individual, and 
^hen all is perfected, then " time shall be no more ; " 
3ttt the end is not yet, although it is at hand. The 
Lord only knoweth the times uid seasons. But one 
thing we do know, the work of salvation is perfected, 
[t was finished when Jesus died on the cross, and 
' there is no more sacrifice for sin," no other way of 
iooesB to God ; *^ no other name whereby we can be 
saved." Jesus performed a perfect obedience to the 
law, was a perfect sacrifice for sin. Jesus perfected 
all the Father gave him to do. The Holy Spirit shall 
perfect his work in calling ; and when the end cometh, 
and the ransomed souls shall be united to the glorified 
bodies, all will be perfected, and perfect peace, and 
love, harmony, and union shall be established for 
ever. " The Lord shall be an everlasting light, and 
thy God thy glory." 



Nov. 6. — For what glory is it, if when ye he buffeted for 

yovr fauUe^ ye take it patiently f but if when ye 

do toeU and mffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is 

acc^table with God, — 1 Pktbb ii. 20. 

It is a hard thing for flesh and blood to be buffeted 

for doing well, and to take it patiently. To be patient 

when corrected for our faults is easy and natural; but 

the soul shrinks from false accusations, and the proud 

heart seeks to justify itself and prove its innocence. 

O my soul ! what a lesson hast thou been taught I 
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How hast thou rebelled, and murmured, and kicked 
against a false accusation, striving for ways and means 
to prove its falsity I but God taught thee by these 
words to bless and praise him that it was {i^, and 
then thou oonldst leave it quietly with him. It ap- 
pears that some do not feel actual gilt so acutely as 
a false charge. If our sin be concealed from the eye 
of man, we are but little disturbed. We fear our fel- 
low mortal more than our God. Under a false acca- 
sation, oh, how we writhe ! instead of being thankfnl 
that we are not guilty. '' Christ suffered for us, leaving 
an example that we should follow his steps." But 
Jesus had the fulness of the Godhead, and only can 
we follow his example as he gives the power. The 
Lord knows our weakness, and shows his power in as 
when he pleases. If flesh reign, it will rebel ; if the 
Spirit influence, flesh will submit. Oh, what a glorious 
example have we in our glorious Head I Jesus, when 
he was reviled, reviled not again ; but in him was no 
sin, and we are all sin out of him. But Jesus bare 
our sins, that we, being dead to sin, should live unto 
righteousness, by whose stripes we are healed. 

" For ye were as sheep going astray, but are now 
returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your 
souls." 



Nov. 7. — But ye believe not, heccmse ye are not of my 

sheep, — John x. 26. 

Let the rejectors of God's discriminating grace pon- 
der over these words in connection with the 6th chap., 
37, 39, 44 ; and Matt. xi. 27. And will they still con- 
tend that Christ died for all mankind, and yet all are 
not saved ? Has Christ indeed died in vain for such 
a multitude ? My soul, repeat again and again that it 
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is all of grace that any are saved. If God had not 
^willed the salvation of somef aU would have been lost. 
Xf men were left to their own wills^ Christ would never 
be '' formed in them the hope of glory." ^* But as 
many as received him^ to them gave he power to be-^ 
ooin« the sons of Ood ; which were born not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but 
of God " (John i. 12, 13). " Being bom again, not of 
corraptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for ever " (1 Pet. i. 23). 
** The natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God ; " so there must be a supernatural life 
to receive them. Neither does he by natural genera- 
tion inherit the kingdom of heaven ; therefore no man 
oan enter the kingdom of heaven without a re-genera- 
tion. "Not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost, which he shed on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour ; that being justified by his 
grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope 
of eternal life " (Titus iii. 5 — 7), All mankind " go- 
astray from the womb ; " therefore "hath he mercy 
on whom he will, and whom he will he hardeneth." 
" And who art thou, oh man, that repliest against 
God? What if God, willing to make his power 
known, endured with much long-suffering the vessels 
of wrath fitted to destruction; and that he might 
make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of 
mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory ?" 
(Rom. ix. 18 —23.) " The word of God is quick and 
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit." 
What oan be added to the testimony of Scripture ? 
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The Spirit must apply the word, whether read or 
spoken. The sheep shall hear, bat those who are not 
of the fold will not hear. My soul, thon hast been 
brought to believe that the power of God alone can 
give a saving belief; that an assent to the truths of 
the Scriptures is not the freedom which the Son 
gives : that '* no man can come to Christ, unless the 
Father draw him ; '* and that '' thy sheep shall never 
perish ! " There is also a blessed testimony of the 
apostle, which cheers the heart and lifts the sool 
heavenward. ''Nothing shall separate us from the 
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 



Nov. 8. — For the Lord of hosts hath purposed, and 
who shall disannul f and his hand is stretched out, 
and who shall turn it back ? — Isaiah xiv. 37. 
What power can resist the Almighty ? Who can 
frustrate his purposes, or turn his hand back from 
accomplishing that which he wills ? But how does the 
mind of man shrink from contemplating the sove- 
reignty of Jehovah, which some call foreknowledge, 
and some reject altogether. Balaam, with all his de- 
sires to curse Israel for the reward offered, could not 
«peak one word beyond what the Lord commanded; 
and acknowledged he had no power to reverse the 
commands of the Lord. The sovereignty of God re- 
ceived into the heart, is a sweet truth for thesoul to rest 
upon ; that he rules all, has purposed all, and shall 
accomplish all ; that a beautiful chain of providences 
is linked together, not one link of which can bebroken, 
all harmonizing with God's eternal mind, where man 
«ees nothing but confusion. That faithful minister of 
Christ, John Newton — that monument of God's mercy 
and grace — ^recommends three books for the Christian 
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to Btndy ; viz., the book of Revelation, the book of 
Creation, and the book of Providence. Oh my soul, 
what blessings are ix>ntained in the first ; what won- 
ders do we behold in the seoond ; what harmony in 
the third ; yet the half of either short-sighted man 
cannot behold. But God is in all, though his glory be 
hid from us, his power concealed, and the links in the 
chain seldom discerned. When we can view with 
faith's eye, and believe in our heart, that the Lord has 
purposed all events, and ''who shall disannul ? '' how 
it quiets the murmurings for the past, sets at rest all 
disquietude for the future, and enables us to be pas- 
sive under present trials. Oh it is sweet, it is most 
precious, to trust the Lord unreservedly, and for faith 
to say, ''If the Lord has purposed, we cannot disan- 
nul ; if his hand be stretched out, we cannot turn it 
back." Faith says, thy future path is settled ; thy go- 
ing out and thy coming in ; " the bounds of thy habi- 
tation " set ; and thou canst not by taking thought 
" add one cubit to thy stature, nor make one hair 
white or black,'' or alter the Lord's purpose concern- 
ing thee. Oh how rebellious is unbelief, under which 
our poor nature often sinks ; but the wings of faith 
carry us above sublunary things ; and to acknowledge 
God as a sovereign in all events, is to put man in his 
proper place, subject to him who is all in all. The 
soul resting with entire confidence on the Lord, leaves 
all concerns with him, who worketh aU things together 
for good to those who put their trust in him. Lord, 
give me faith to trust thee for the events of time, as 
thou hast enabled me to cast my naked soul on thee 
entirely for eternal life. 
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Nov. 9. — Ako I win make htm my firsb-hom^ hightr 
than the kings of the earth, — Psalm Ixzzix. 27. 
The Lord Jesus Christ himself testifies that the 
Psalms spake ooncerning him (Luke xxiv. 44) ; and 
how much do we see in them that camiot be eonfined 
— or even applied in some parts — to the literal David. 
This Psalm is full of Christ, who in Paul's Epistle to 
the Colossians is styled the first-born of every orea- 
ture. He was also the first-bom from the dead, and 
has the pre-eminence in all things ; all things are for 
the elect's sake — God's beloved Son — who is the head 
of his body the Church. Jesus is the Scripture-key, 
and with this master-key we have inexhaustible trea- 
sures unfolded, and incomprehensible things explained. 
Li meditating on the succeeding verses, I can only 
understand them by seeing Jesus, the covenant head 
of his eternally-appointed seed ; '' his seed shall en- 
dure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me.** 
" If his children forsake my law, I will visit their 
transgressions with a rod ; but my loving-kindnees 
will I not utterly take from him ; my covenant will I 
not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my 
lips." No, for the Lord our God is a sovereign ; and 
aU with him is yea and amen. Oh my soul, how little 
dost thou know of the wondrous things contained in 
this " word of God." But for what he hath revealed 
unto thee, be thankful, oh be thankful. Thou seest 
Jesus as the Mediator between thee and a God of jus- 
tice ; the Kecondler for sin with a God of mercy and 
love; and the one with whom an everlasting covenant 
was made, ** ordered in all things and sure." ** Blessed 
be the Lord for evermore. Amen and amen." 
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Nov. 10. — Fear thou not ; for I am with thee : be not 
dUtntJ^ed; for I am thy Ood: I tnU strengthen thee: 
yea, I wiU help thee; yea, I wiU uphold thee toith 
the right hand of my righteoumess, — Isaiah xli. 10. 
The promiseb (k God in the Old Testament are not 
to be confined to the literal seed of Abraham ; but are 
for the comfort of God's people in all ages to the end 
of time, when the Holy Spirit is pleased to comfort 
them thereby: for without a spiritual application^ the 
word does not j^uoh the heart. Having experienced 
the oomfort of this text, I can testify to the truth of 
its blessed application to the soul, under a season of 
trial ; but it is past, and I read it now, yes, I may 
say, merely read it; but whether felt or not, the pro- 
mise remains the same, and may yet again come with 
power. But what a high privilege to have ''the high 
and Holy One" speak to us by his word, "Fear thou 
not, for I am with thee ; be not dismayed, for I am 
thy God." How sweet to realize this, to fear no evil, 
for God is with thee, to strengthen thee, help thee, 
uphold thee with the right hand of his righteousness. 
Oh to heHeve this, to have the oomfort of it, to prove 
the truth of it; to feel that God is tiuly with thee, and 
truly thy God ; to have fear banished, dismay silenced, 
to feel strengthened and upheld when weak and ready 
to sink, and give all up, we then realize the promise 
as if God spoke to us individually ; and those that 
'' contend with thee, and war against thee, are as no- 
thing.'' Blessed be the Lord for his help in time of 
trouble; bless him for a time of peace ; bless him for 
trial ; bless him for all; and blessed be the name of 
the Lord God for ever and ever. 
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Nov. 11. — For there is not ajutt man upon earth that 
doeth good, and ginneth not. — ^Eccles. vii. 20. 
The prophets and aposties oontmually tesidfy to the 
total depravity of man's nature ; yet in the face of 
that word which they profess to believe^ many deny 
ity and many assert that they have arrived at a sinless 
perfection. The ignorance of man is a constant bar- 
rier to the complete knowledge of many things into 
which he is led to search. There are two subjects at 
the fall knowledge of which he will never arrive in his 
present imperfect state; the depravity of his own 
natorey and the perfection of God. Ignorance of self 
leads man to deny his total depravity ; and ignorance 
of what perfection is leads him to the presumptaoiis 
assertion that he is sinless. The deoeitfnlness of oar 
hearts is as deep as hell, the perfection of Deity as 
high as heaven ; what can we understand ? Ood has 
no superior, therefore perfection dwelleth in him 
only ; the self -existent, " dwelling in the light, which 
no man can approach unto." Man has no perfection 
but what he derives from Jesus Christ ; when united 
to him, he is perfect m him, and thus stands in God's 
sight complete, without the imputation of sin : but sin 
remains in his mortal members even in his renewed 
state, and his " cage of unclean birds " must see co^ 
ruption before it will be raised a glorious body, free 
from sin. We are perfect, just, and good, only in 
Jesus, for " in the flesh dwelleth no good thing;'' and 
as the wife partakes of all the honours of the husband, 
while in herself she is nothing, has nothing, can do 
nothing lawfully of herself, so is the Church to Christ 
All things are hers by her union to him ; an eternal 
inheritance and eternal glory are secured to all the 
seed. Never was there but one " just man upon earth 
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that did good and Binned not ;'' and in him the ful- 
ness ot the Godhead dwelt, who only hath immor- 
tality; to whom be honour and praise everlasting. 
Amen. 



Nov. 12. — Behold, for peace I had great bitterness : 
but thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the 
pit of corruption : for thou hast cast aU my sins 
behind thy back. — Isaiah xxxviii. 17. 
These words of Hezekiah are the experience of a 
Spirit-taught soul ; and we may deduce from them the 
glorious truths of the gospel. The first work of the 
Spirit is to convince of sin ; and this must necessarily 
oome with bitterness. The peace of the natural man 
is disturbed; he was at ease, faring sumptuously every 
day upon the husks of this world, and clothed in his 
own fine robes of self -approval ; but the Spirit smites 
tbe heart, the peace is gone, and bitterness succeeds. 
The Lord deals variously with his people in calling 
them into the fold ; some remain in thraldom for a 
long period, groaning over themselves, and cannot 
see the love that has delivered them from the pit of 
cormption. Others have their bands knocked off 
speedily, and some have them burnt off by fire : they 
are brought to look out of self, their own depraved 
hearts, and to see the pardon for sin by the one all- 
sufficient sacrifice. And what a merciful experience 
to be able to say, '^ Thou hast cast all my sins behind 
thy back." Yes, merciful indeed to one who has 
writhed under a sense of sin, and felt the agony of a 
guilty conscience ; to be delivered from the corrupt 
pit of nature ; to view the everlasting love of God ; 
to be assured that sin in its condemnation is, as it 
were, " cast into the depths of the sea," and a sinner 

2 D 
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reconciled to God. Oh, in the langnage of Hezekiah 
we can say, '* The living, the living, he shall praise 
thee, as I do this day." " The Lord was ready to 
save me ; therefore we will sing my songs to the 
stringed instruments, all the days of my life in the 
house of the Lord." Yes, we will praise thee, di 
Jesus, who hath redeemed us and saved us from the 
curse and condemnation of sin, and washed us dean 
in thy precious blood. 



Nov. 13. — These things have I spoken unto yoUjtkat 
in me ye might have peace. In the world ye M 
have tribulation: but be of good cheer ; I haveovtr- 
come the world. — John xvi. 33. 
When meditating on passages in the Old Testa- 
ment, we see in types and shadows the substance 
which has been revealed to us in this latter day- 
Jehovah in the Old Testament is the mighty God, 
whom we cannot approach unto and live. He 
appears in his acts, he speaks by his voice, but Deity 
is invisible to human sight. He appears in the 
garden of Eden, wielding the sword of justice in 
righteous judgment. He comes in the flood destroy- 
ing an ungodly world. He confounds the Babel 
builders, and scatters them to the ends of the earth. 
He overthrows the iniquitous cities of the plain, 
raining brimstone and iire from heaven upon them. 
He comes in thunders with a fiery law unto Monst 
Sinai, and executes vengeance on the idolatrous 
people he had formed for his praise. He destroys 
the nations that call not upon his name ; the wo^ 
shippers of '' gods that are no gods, the work of their 
own hands *, " and at length comes in judgments to 
his own seVected Tpeo^\e,^\io T<5ck^^ ^s^^jbassst him. 
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>rake his statutes, and disobeyed his laws. Jehovah's 
kttribntes are as iimuutable as himself; his word is 
rreversible ; justice cannot spare the guilty ; but 
^ he will have mercy on whom he will/' and there 
xe sweet specks of " mercy " which sparkle in our 
yes as glittering dew-drops in the morning sun. 
if ercy beams forth in paradise in the lirst promise 

our fallen parents ; death waji a mercy after man 
new evil (Gen. iii. 22-24); the saving of Noah, 
he calling of Abraham, the selection of a people to 
:eep up the remembrance of himself, and to bring 
orth the " Healer of the breach," was a transcendent 
aercy. "In the midst of judgments Jehovah 
emembered mercy." And we come to the New 
^estament as a most resplendent link in the chain of 
evelation. "Old things are passed away," yet 
emain as an everlasting testimony of the truth 
rhich came by Jesus Christ. We come to the " new 
iiapensation " with softened hearts, with tearful 
yes; for mercy, and peace, and love, shine forth 
rith the splendour of the noon-day sun. We come 
ate the presence of Deity veiled in flesh, made like 
into ourselves, and tempted in all points (sin 
xcepted) as we are, that he may be able to succour 
hose who are tempted. When Jesus speaks, it is 
ike the refreshing dew upon the herb, the " wine 
hat maketh glad the heart of man, and oil that 
naketh his face to shine." He speaketh unto his 
jsoiples as a familiar friend ; he prayeth not only 
or them, but for all who shall believe on him 
hrough their word. And what are the words which 
esus speaks in the verse to which we have been led ? 
Lre they not words of the sweetest comfort ? Here, 

1 the true peace — "that in me ye n^^t Vwjv^. 
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peace." This was not the peaoe which Hezekiah 
had before his bitterness of soul. The peaoe of the 
unrenewed soul is a false peace, it rests on any and 
everything but the true object, and cannot abide the 
tire of God's justice ; but the peace in Jesus nothing 
can touch, for it is " the peace of Qod." The sword 
of justice, through Jesus, is placed in the sheath of 
luercy ; ^ he has fulfilled all things which were 
written in the law of Moses, and in the propheta, 
and in the Psalms concerning him : '' ** and by one 
offering he hath perfected for ever them that ve 
sanctified.*' Ye are not to expect peace in tite 
world — there ye shall have tribulation ; but what is 
this to those who have peace in Jesus P Does he 
not say, ^ Be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world ? " Yes, my soul, " be of good cheer," JeaoR 
speaks; the promised Messiah has appeared apon 
earth ; the fiery law cannot condemn thee, for Jem 
hath fulfilled it, and *' put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself." Jesus hath opened a new and living way 
to the tree of life, and all that eat thereof shall livefor 
ever. What are the tribulations of this world cooh 
pared with the glories of eternity P What are all its 
enjoyments, if we have no part in the tree of life? 
Oh my soul, " be of good cheer," Jesus speaks that 
ye may have peace in him ; he has overcome the 
world. " Whosoever cometh to him, he will in no- 
wise cast out ; and whosoever liveth and believethin 
him shall never die." Qod is no longer a oonsoming 
fire to those whom he beholds in his dear Son ; hot 
the sword of justice will still reach those who are not 
accepted in the Beloved : they shall be judged by 
their works, and must be condemned (Rev. xz. 10). 
*' Father oi mexciea, asi«9L>2!aft Qic»a. ^1 i5\ ^ss^^ort," I 
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wimld repeat that it is all of thy mercy by Christ Jesus 
that any are saved ; and to him in union with the 
eternal Jehovah I do hope with my last breath to be 
enabled to ascribe all the honour, the glory, the praise. 
Amen and amen. 



Nov. 14. — I did know thee in the wHdemen, in the land 

of great drought, — ^Hosba xiii. 6. 

Known unto God are all things ; and my soul con- 
templates this knowledge with joy and thanksgiving. 
J think on the days that are gone, and many were the 
years that I passed without the knowledge of God ; 
the wilderness I traversed was a land of great drought 
indeed^ but it is a blessed reflection to believe that 
God knew me, while I was blinded by the god of this 
world, and walking after the devices of my own heart. 
Thus the Lord knows his people from eternity, and 
1ihey are preserved in Christ Jesus to " inherit the 
kingdom prepared for them before the foundation of 
1ihe world." He knows them in the land of Egj^t, 
when in gross darkness, and slaves to Pharoah, the 
prince of darkness. He knows them in the dry and 
barren wilderness, where the stream of living water is 
•unknown. He knows them all before they know him ; 
he calls them in his own time, and brings them to a 
knowledge of himself : then they love him because he 
first loved them. " They have served him with their 
.sins," yet he wearied not, neither did he forego the 
purposes of his eternal love. He knows them in the 
wilderness, and will keep them to the end. He will 
.give them water in the " land of great drought," from 
the well which springeth up unto everlasting life^aud 
bread from heaven whioh they ahsXl 'no\>\Qid^(^<&% ^^ 
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peace." This was not the peaoe which Hezekiah 
had before his bitterness of soul. The peaoe of the 
unrenewed soul is a false peaoe^ it rests on any and 
everything but the true object, and cannot abide the 
tire of God^s justice ; but the peace in Jesus nothing 
can touch, for it is *' the peace of God." The sword 
of justice, through Jesus, is placed in the sheath of 
luercy; ^ he has fulfilled all things which weie 
written in the law of Moses, and in the prophetB, 
and in the Psalms concerning him : " '' and by one 
offering he hath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified." Ye are not to expeot peaoe in the 
world — there ye shall have tribulation ; but what is 
this to those who have peace in Jesus P Does he 
not say, ^ Be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world ? " Yes, my soul, " be of good cheer," Jeans 
speaks; the promised Messiah has appeared upon 
earth ; the fiery law cannot condemn thee, for Jeans 
hath fulfilled it, and '^ put away sin by the saorifioe of 
himself." Jesus hath opened a new and living way 
to the tree of life, and all that eat thereof shall livefor 
ever. What are the tribulations of this world com- 
pared with the glories of eternity ? What are all its 
enjoyments, if we have no part in the tree of life? 
Oh my soul, '' be of good cheer," Jesus speaks that 
ye may have peace in him ; he has overcome the 
world. " Whosoever cometh to him, he will in no- 
wise oast out ; and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
him shall never die." God is no longer a consuming 
fire to those whom he beholds in his dear Son ; hot 
the sword of justice will still reach those who are not 
accepted in tiie Beloved : they shall be judged by 
their works, and must be condemned (Bev. xx. 10). 
*^ Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort," I 
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wouldrepeat that it is all of thy mercy by ChriBt Jesus 
that any are saved ; and to him in union with the 
eternal Jehovah I do hope with my last breath to be 
enabled to ascribe all the honour, the glory, the praise. 
Amen and amen. 



Nov. 14, — I did know thee in the wUdemeu, in the land 

of great drought, — Hosea xiii. 6. 

Known unto God are all things ; and my soul con- 
templates this knowledge with joy and thanksgiving. 
1 think on the days that are gone, and many were the 
years that I passed without the knowledge of God ; 
the wilderness I traversed was a land of great drought 
indeed, but it is a blessed reflection to believe that 
God knew me, while I was blinded by the god of this 
world, and walking after the devices of my own heart. 
llius the Lord knows his people from eternity, and 
they are preserved in Christ Jesus to " inherit the 
kingdom prepared for them before the foundation of 
1jhe world." He knows them in the land of Egypt, 
when in gross darkness, and slaves to Pharoah, the 
prince of darkness. He knows them in the dry and 
barren wilderness, where the stream of living water is 
•unknown. He knows them all before they know him ; 
he calls them in his own time, and brings them to a 
knowledge of himself : then they love him because he 
first loved them. " They have served him with their 
.sins/' yet he wearied not, neither did he forego the 
purposes of his eternal love. He knows them in the 
wilderness, and will keep them to the end. He will 
.give them water in the " land of great drought," from 
the well which springeth up unto everlasting life, and 
bread from heaven which they shall not loathe; they 
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The devil's devices could not overthrow the power of 
the Almighty ; death was overcome when Jesus aroee 
— his reBurrection, his ascension, were glorious— his 
victory was gloriotis, and the believer, feeling that 
Jesus has conquered, will 

" Crown him, crown him Lwd of all." 

He has conquered sin, death, and hell, for a multitade 
which no man can number ; and glory be to him for 
ever and ever. 



Nov. 17. — Save vie, O Ghd, hy thy name, and judge me 
by thy strength. — Psalm liv. 1. 
To the soul convinced of sin, and of the total in- 
capability of performing any meritorious works, which 
may in the least degree find acceptance with God, 
thereare not more blessed subjects for meditation than 
the work, office, and person of Jesus Christ ; and not 
when convinced of sin only, but also of pardon. We 
are led most particularly to view the person of Christ 
in this portion : and if the Psalmist went no farther 
than temporal salvation in his prayer, we do not con- 
sider it to be straining Scripture to look at eternal sal- 
vation through the only " name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved," and then we 
see that Christ is God. " Save me, O God, by thy 
name ;" and the manhood of our Lord is manifested to 
our soul in the succeeding petition, " judge me by thy 
strength." The fifth chapter of John's Gospel, 27th 
verse, showing us to whom judgment was given, and 
why ? " because he is the Son of Man." It is this 
union of persons that is the glory of the believer in 
Jesus. There can be salvation in none but Grod. And 
how blessed to reflect that judgment is committed unto 
him who can be touched with a feeling of our infirmi- 
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ties ; for as David said, " Let us now fall into the hand 
•of the Lord (for his mercies are great), and let me not 
fall into the hand of man." Oh let me not be judged by 
man. Let Gk>d be my judge, for he will do justly ; for 
man will cast a stone where the Lord will say, " thy 
sins are forgiven thee/' Christ in his Q-odhead had 
all power in heaven and earth ; as man he suffered in 
life and death ; his infinite purity as God making the 
sacrifice of himself available for the sins of man. lie 
took flesh for the suffering of death ; he took sin upon 
him to save the guilty from eternal suffering for sin: 
.as God all-powerful and infinitely just, as God-man 
.all-merciful and infinitely holy. Therefore, though he 
took sin on him, he had no sin in him ; ^* and being 
made perfect, he became the author of eternal salva- 
tion unto all them that obey him " (Heb. v. 9 ; 1 Pet. 
ii. 24). As a sinner, we delight to contemplate the 
Lord Jesus as the only name whereby we can be saved 
from God's righteous judgment ; as a pardoned sin- 
ner, we glory in the Godhead, which makes salvation 
immutable as himself ; as a justified sinner, fear is 
cast out, the spirit of adoption received, and we say, 
^* my Father " as well as " my Lord and my God." 
Thus all things meet and centre in Jesus Christ, and 
here is the place of our rest ; He owe Saviour and our 
Judge, Mediator and Reconciler, Life and Immor- 
tality, our peace and hiding-place, safe from God*s 
justice and sure of his love. Blessed Spirit, by whom 
these blessings are revealed, help us, thy redeemed, 
*' to run with patience the race set before us, looking 
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith." 
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Nov. 18. — We loUl rejoice in thy scdvatioriy and in the 
natne of our Ood toe wUl set up our banners.— 

PSAXM XX. 6. 

Shall we be weary of the theme of salvation ? The 
world do not weary of their pursuits; the man of busi- 
ness day after day continues the same round of zealoiu 
activity in his calling ; the man of pleasure wearie& 
not in wasting his time, and spending the wealth 
which the former is toiling to secure. With what un- 
wearied assiduity does the philosopher spend his time, 
sacrifice his health, stretch his intellect, to span the 
heavens and number the stars ; to compass the earth, 
searching therein and thereon. The artist, the man 
of science, do they weary with years of labom*, nay a 
whole life, spent in one pursuit ? And shall the be- 
liever in Jesus weary of a subject in which their best, 
their eternal interest is involved ? Shall we say we 
have had enough of the Psalms of David, of Christ and 
his salvation P God forbid that we should thus think. 
The more we meditate on things above, the lees are 
we concerned with things below ; as the value of sal- 
vation, and the certainty of eternity rise in our esti- 
mation, the perishing concerns of earth sink in the 
scale. The pursuits of tlie natural man end with tl is 
life ; and oh, if he have no part in the great salvation, 
what is his wealth, his knowledge, his pleasure, in 
which he has luxuriated ? But assuredly, to the spi- 
ritual the glorious subject of salvation cannot tire, 
though we come to it at " evening, morning, and at 
noon." My soul, can you not join with the Psalmist, 
'^ We will rejoice in thy salvation ? " Yes, truly, it is 
here we do rejoice ; " and in the name of our God will 
we set up our banners," for " we have sat under his 
shadow with great delight, and his banner over us 
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'Was love." What have we to rejoice in equal to this 
g^eat salvation ? Are we ashamed to set up our ban- 
ner in the name of our God ? The banner inscribed 
with everlasting love, signed with the blood of the 
cross, and sealed with the testimony of the Spirit. 
Shall we be ashamed to acknowledge Jesus as the 
whole of our hope and salvation, that we believe his 
work is finished and complete, and that no works of 
the creature can merit anything beyond what Jesua 
has merited, procured and secured, entirely, fully, and 
freely for his Church ? We repeat, " God forbid ;" so 
that we will rejoice in thy salvation — thp salvation, O 
Lord — and in thi/ name only will we set up our ban- 
ners till the last breath, giving all honour, and glory, 
and praise, again and again to Jesus Christ our Lord 
and Saviour. 



Nov. 19. — Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth u$ 
tvith benefits, even the God^of our salvation. — Psalm 
Ixviii. 19. 

How prone is man to look at the dark side; to 
groan over certain deprivations, without balancing 
them with the daily mercies by which he is sur- 
rounded. But some exercised believers will say, '* It 
is very easy to bless the Lord when we are really 
loaded with daily benefits ; but to see a hungry little 
group by your side when the cupboard is empty, and! 
no earthly prospect of getting a morsel or a garment 
to cover their half naked bodies, oh it is hard then to 
say ' the Lord loadeth us with daily benefits;' we are 
more inclined to cry, ' God hath forsaken us.'" This, 
is very natural ; fiesh feels the trial, and cannot be 
reconciled to it, or bless the Lord for benefits when it 
is laden with misery. But the Spirit leads differently^ 
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trachea mjsteries that fleah can neither tindentaiid 
nor r^ish; and many believers under the severetA 
trials and depriTationSy are enabled to say, ** Bleoed 
be the lAxd, who daily loadeth ns with benefits.'' 
Tbey are strengtiiened by an invisible hand, and look 
at things not seen ; they look off from temporal tmU, 
and see the daily spiritual benefits bestowed upon 
them, '' ev«[i by the Qod of their salvation." Many 
and sweet are the spiritaal refreshings with whioh the 
tried believer is loaded ; he sees more of his Qod and 
his power in times of adversity : his faith is tested, his 
hope and trust proved, and he is drawn out to behold 
the great and exoeeding benefits daily bestowed npon 
the redeemed by the God of their salvation. He can 
bkes Ood it is not worse, and for the hope given tbat 
times will be better. He can also rejoice that he Hai^ 
an almighty God to look nnto, and a merciful Saviour 
to lean upon ; and that when his mortal tabemade is 
dissolved, he has a *' building eternal in the heavens." 
He can look unto Jesus *^ who ascended on high, and 
received gifts for the rebellious ; " thus loading them 
with benefits the world knows nothing of ; and all 
these benefits are not confined to station nor circom- 
stanoes. The prosperous Christian has need also of 
the experience of them, or his temporal prosperity is 
misery. When under a sense of sin revealed by the 
Holy Spirit, without realizing by faith the benefits of 
aalvation, though the soul may be able to bless God 
for the daily temporal mercies, yet would he rather 
ory, ** Take all from me. Lord, but give me the expe- 
rience of thy pardoning love ; let me blees thee for 
the daily benefits of salvation, with which thou load- 
•est thy spiritual Israel." Thus a spiritual sense of 
ain (which widely differs from a oonsdentioua aenae) 
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without the application of pardon^ makes the rich man 
poor in spirit ; while the poor tried believer^ loaded 
with the daily spiritual benefits, is rich in faith, re- 
joicing in the God of his salvation: both are precious 
in the sight of the Lord, the kingdom of heaven be- 
longing to the '* poor in spirit/' as much as to the 
" rich in faith/' who are under the enjoyment of the 
blessings and benefits of '' redeeming love." 



Nov. 20. — Thou hast given a banner to them that fear 
thee, that it may he displayed because of the truth. — 
Psalm Ix. 4. 

If thou givest, Lord; who can take away P The 
tribes of Israel had each their banner, by which they 
encamped in the order prescribed ; they were each to 
'' pitch by his own standard, with the ensign of their 
father's house;'' and when they moved, all was regu- 
larity, no confusion : the place of each was settled by 
command, and their standards displayed. What is 
the standard of the Christians ? What banner do they 
display? By what do they pitch, and how do they 
move ? The visible Church, we see, is full of dis- 
cord, each, as Israel, displaying their own standard; 
but the invisible Church has one standard by which 
the tribes pitch, Jesus Christ one banner over them, 
which is love, and this they display because of the 
truth — one faith, one baptism, one Lord ; and what a 
rich mercy that their standard cannot be taken from 
them. When the banner of love is put over them, 
the standard of truth displayed, no man can conquer, 
neither can sin nor Satan prevail ; '' for stronger is 
he that is for us, than all that are against us." The 
spiritual, the one true Church, is pitched by its 
immutable standard, and nothing can change or alter 
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its position ; nothing can frustrate their standmg in 
Christ ; nothing separate them from his hanner of 
love ; nothing divide the spiritual union of the Iribes 
from each other^ nor from their glorious leader, who 
is gone before them, has entered the '' new and living 
way/' and all shall follow over whom the banner of 
love is displayed. '^ His own right arm has gotten 
him the victory.*' He has conquered what man could 
not; and has restored an eternal inheritance which 
was forfeited through sin, and which man himself 
could never regain. "Thou art worthy for thou 
wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people ; 
and nation, and hast made us unto our God kings 
and priests, and we shall reign on the earth.'' 



Nov. 21. — Who shall separate tis from the hve of 
Christ f — KoMANS viii. 3o. 
The apostle is persuaded that nothing can ; for it 
is the love of God, " which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord." See, my soul, what a list he gives ! in which 
assuredly all things in heaven and earth are included; 
and is not this a glorious subject for thy meditation? 
Some say our disobedience to God's oommands will 
separate us, our failing in evidential good works, or 
committing sin. But "we have not so learned 
Christ ; " for truly do we believe that, did our eternal 
union to Christ depend on our obedience^ evidences, 
or sinlessness, we must inevitably be eternally 
separated from him. The union of Christ to his 
Church is indissoluble ; nothing can separate them. 
His sheep shall never perish ; '' and the law of the 
new man, which after God is created in righteous- 
ness and true lioVmeas" \&\on^ V^ ^«sq&. "^Hsfc^lwe 
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of God being shed abroad in the heart, we serve him 
ill the newness of the spirit, and not in the oldness 
of the letter ; " and " being renewed in the spirit of 
our mind/' we are not under '*the righteousness 
which is of the law, but the righteousness whioh is 
of faith/' which indeed saith, ** Who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ?" for, "we are saved 
through grace and not by works/' and are of the 
circumcision (not made with hands), which worship 
God in the Spirit and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and 
have no coniidence in the flesh/' Wlio, then, mj soul 
shall separate thee from Christ ? Oh I if 1 look at 
self, I see nothing to merit salvation ; but looking at 
myself in Jesus, I see nothing can condemn. Jesus 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law ; shall 
we, therefore, love sin ; shall we glory in our shame ; 
shall we continue in sin that grace may abound ? 
God forbid ; and though we " feel a law in out lAem- 
bers warring against the law of our ^lind," yet we 
delight in the " law in the inner ma£ ; " and being 
persuaded that ''in the flesh' ''awelletb*"no good 
thing,'' we do most heartily rejoice in the belief that 
nothing can separate us from the love of God, which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



Nov. 22. — Put an, therefore ^ holy and beloved, cts the 
elect of God, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness 
of mind, meekness, long-suffering, — Col. iii. 12, 
We have now to meditate upon an admonition of 
the apostle, and to observe the beautiful accordance 
with our last meditation. The admonition is not 
g^ven as conditional to salvation, but as an exhorta- 
tion to the elect of God to bring forth the fruits ot th^ 
new man. I have read and ro-ie«k^ ^^ "^YisJv^ <Sa»!^\«ft 
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at this time, as if I had never read it before, thongli it 
has beoi a most precious portion of God's word iinto> 
my soul : and as I read, my heart sinks in sadness, and 
the spirit is deeply depressed. Surely, if anything 
could separate us from Christ, we should have little 
diauce of ever appearing with him in glory. The pre- 
sent manifestations of Christianity exhibit to us a mere 
sheU when compared with the exhortations of the 
apostles; and we are persuaded that if our salvation 
were conditional, depending on the exercises of those 
spiritual graces to which the apostle exhorts, heaven 
would be very thinly peopled. But, blessed be the 
God of all grace ! the salvation of the soul depends 
not on the creature s doings ; but would to God the 
Spirit were poured out upon our Israel, that the elect 
of God might manifest somewhat of the ^' bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, 
long-suffering,** " forbearing one another and forgiv- 
ing one another, even as Christ hath forgiven them.'* 
So convinced art thou, my soul, of the shortcomings 
of the Christians in practice (again I say), that all out 
of Christ is condemnation ; but as '' there is no con- 
demnation for them that are in Christ Jesus,'* nothing 
can separate us from his love. This is our peace, our 
hope, our faith ; and we do feel a something within 
which testifies that we do not walk after the flesh, but 
after the Spirit; desiring and longing to be delivered 
from this body of death, which Jesus hath redeemed, 
so that it shall rise a glorious body, though it goeth 
into the grave a vile one ; while we can thank God 
through Jesus Christ, that "the body is dead because 
of sin," and that " our life is hid with Christ in God, 
and when Christ, ^ho is our life, shall appear, then 
shall we also appesi m\)a. Vvkl va. ^^t^ T ^^^asso. «ad 
Amen. 
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^ov. 23. — She shaU give to thine head an ornament of 
grace : a crovm of glory shaU she deliver to thee, — 
Peov, iv. 9. 

We mnst again dive into the spirituality of the 
iFords of the wise man, which imply something be- 
yond what nature bestows, in the exceeding excel- 
lency which he ascribes to wisdom. All agree that 
n the 8th chapter particularly, Christ is prefigured 
mder the title of Wisdom ; and in this view we can 
7ell understand, that ''Happy is the man that findeth 
wisdom : she is more precious than rubies ; length of 
lays is in her right hand." " Her ways are ways of 
>leaaantness, and all her paths are peace." " She is 
. tree of life to them that lay hold of her." " The Lord 
►y wisdom founded the earth. ** He made all things 
y Jesus Christ." " I was set up from everlasting, 
pom the beginning, or ever the earth was." " In the 
©ginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
nd the Word was God " (John i. 1). Seeing " Wis- 
om" in this most blessed aspect, we can come to the 
'ords of the text with delight to meditate again on 
Qm '* who of God is made unto us Wisdom," who 
shall give to thy head an ornament of grace." 
Holiness to the Lord," was to be written on all the 
easels of the sanctuary, and so of the spiritual temple. 
he vessels of mercy are set apart or sanctified by the 
pace of God, and they become holy or sacred to him. 
hey are marked in the forehead; for "the Lord 
loweth them that are his." Wisdom, or Jesus, by 
le Spirit sends gifts and graces unto his Church, and 
ysuredly Wisdom bestows on the Head of the Church 
le most precious ornaments of grace, and he presents 
ito himself a glorious Church, and a cro^wmot ^lot^ 
laid up for ail those who love ^©IjOT^. iesso&^^s^ 
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power in keeping the enemies of the true Church from 
their Satanic persecutions^ should fill our hearts at 
Uiis time; for the great enemy is at the door, 
and only the power of God restrains the ravening 
wolf from dispersing and devouring the flock of Christ 
But, oh, blessed be God ! they can only kill the bodies. 
Fear not men, but fear Him who hath power over 
body and soul. AVith the fear of God before thine 
eyes, the love of Jesus in thy hearty and the uphold- 
ing power of the Spirit, thou canst defy men and 
devils to do their worst. They cannot take the ciown 
of glory, the eternal life, from Christ's mystical body, 
which is one with him. Though they suffer here, 
they shall reign with him hereafter, and with their 
** harps and golden vials full of odours, the prayers of 
saints, shall sing a new song to the Lamb that was 
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, and 
we shall reign on the earth." 



I 



Nov. 25. — Happy is he that hath the God of Jacchfar 
his help J whose hope is in the Lord his God. — Psalm 
cxlvi. 5. 

"And this God is our God for ever and ever." 
Israels God is the God of the Christian, and Israels 
Messiah is the Messiah of the Gentiles. But Judah 
rejects the only way of salvation, rejects " God mani- 
fest in the flesh,'' and is given up to blindness and 
hardness of heart. " Ye shall not see me henceforth 
till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord," are the words of him whose " kingdom 
was not of this world;" and until Judah receives 
Jesus as the substance of all their shadows, and, 
througli him, " 'wot^v^ ^o^vcL^^vtit and in truth," 
instead of lawa an^ cifeTe>i£vQiOL\«i,*CQK^ t«\<w5Jv. '^'^^^ 
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of their fathers. " Paul and Bamabas waxed bold 
and said. It was necessary that the word of God should 
first have been spoken to you ; but^ seeing ye put it 
from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlast- 
ing life, lo I we turn to the Gentiles'' (Acts xiii. 46). 
And in truth " happy is he who hath the God of 
Jacob for his help.'' This little Psalm is a powerful 
evidence of the Divinity of the Lord Jesus to those 
who do not reject him altogether. my soul ! these 
are blessed evidences to thee. The rejection of reve- 
lation entirely is not so inconsistent as the denial of 
the Divinity of Jesus by those who receive the Scrip- 
tures as the '' word of God ;" preaching Jesus as a 
prophet, and rejecting all that can give a sinner any 
hope of the salvation of the soul. "0 happy is he 
whose hope is in the Lord his God." To reject Christ 
as God is an awful inconsistency, I repeat, and a fear- 
ful delusion ; but there is a worse delusion as to its 
moral effects than this, which is not an inconsistency, 
but a Satanic delusion over the minds of men, a dia- 
bolical mockery of our most precious faith, the holy 
religion of the Anointed of God, by whom he made 
heaven and earth, and whom he sent upon earth 
to execute judgment for the oppressed, to give food 
to the hungry, to loose the prisoners, to open the eyes 
of the blind, to raise them that were bowed down. 
(Verses 6, 7, 8, compared with various parts of the 
New Testament). Jesus is the only Mediator between 
God and man, and God alone has power to forgive 
sins. To Jesus was this power given while on earth 
(Matt. ix. 2-6) ; but to no other is it vouchsafed. 
Jesus came to do the Father's will, and finished on the 
cross the work of redemption. '^ His blood cleanseth 
from all sin." " There is no otlieT iiaKife^\v.^:v^^ ^^ 



422 NOVEMBER. 

must be saved." " He ever liveth as High Priest to 
make intercession for them who come unto God by 
him." my soul ! happy indeed are they who have 
the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the 
Lord their God, who revealed himself as the God of 
Israel in the Old Testament, and confirms himself as 
" God manifest in the flesh " in the New. Prophecies 
fulfilled, and promises ratified, testifying to the truth 
that Jesus was the promised " Light to lighten the 
Gentiles and the glory of his people Israel ;" that he 
was the promised Messiah whom the carnal and 
blinded Jews rejected, but whose day Abraham saw 
afar off ; that he was the promised *' Child born, the 
Son given, whose name was called Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
Prince of peace." 

As Simeon, who was " waiting for the consolation 
of Israel," we are almost inclined to say, " Lord, now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace ; for mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation." 



Nov. 26. — Above all things put on charity, which m 

the bond of perfectness. — Col. iii. 14. 

" Beloved, let us love one another ; for love is of 
God, and every one that loveth is born of God and 
knoweth God. He that loveth not, knoweth not God; 
for God is love. In this was manifested the love of 
God towards us, because that God sent his only-begot- 
ten Son into the world, that we might live through 
him. Herein is love, not that we loved Grod, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins." 

'' Beloved, ii Oo^ ^o\ovft^\sa,^e ought also to love 
one another. "No m»3ti \i^>iJa. ^ea. ^o^ ^ «ss^ '^ess^a. 
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If we love one another, God dwelleth in ns, and his 
love is perfected in us.'' 

There cannot be a more beautiful illustration of that 
^' charity which is the bond of perfectness *' to which 
Paul exhorts the brethren, than this of the beloved 
apostle who was favoured to lean on the bosom of his 
Lord. The love of God and the love of the brethren 
to one another are so beautifully blended by the 
apostle, that- we feel startled at the divisions and ani- 
mosities in the present time of those who profess to be 
born of God. We can only take one view, that the 
love of God is not perfected in the hearts of the re- 
generate : for as perfect love casteth out fear, so perfect 
love to God will bring forth the fruit of love to the 
brethren. The love of the regenerate to God is of the 
Spirit ; but we look at one another in the flesh, and 
view old Adam nature rather than the new man in 
Christ Jesus. Thus we lack the bond of perfectness, 
and judge one another after the flesh, and not after the 
Spirit. We love God, because he first loved us. We 
love Jesus, who hath done such great things for our 
souls ; but, if we love not a brother for Christ's sake, 
the love of God is not perfected in us. 

Holy Spirit, it is thou that must revive us, and 
kindle in our hearts that holy love which is the bond 
of union without respect of persons or outward separa- 
tion, and which loveth all who love the Lord Jesus in 
sincerity and truth. 



Nov. 27. — For they cried to Ood in the battle, and he 
was entreated of them^ because they put their ti'ust in 
him. — I Chron. v. 20. 
It is the batties of the people of God that produce 

the cry ; when at ease the arms are \a\^ toN\i,%5A^iJs\K^ 
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cry, " Peace, peace," Often, under temptaticms, there 
is no resistance, and the cry of ** peace ^ should be 
" war ; " but if the battle begin, the flesh and the devil 
resisted, yet felt too powerful to be overcome, then 
in the battle will they cry unto God; and will not the 
Lord be entreated of those who cry unto him now, as 
he was in times past ? Will he not hear and help thoee 
who put their trust in him P If we battle with the 
enemies of the Lord, surely the Lord will be on our side ; 
but if we compromise with, encourage and entertain 
those who could draw us aside from our allegiance to 
our rightful Sovereign, and we cry not unto hun, will 
he not give us up to the hardness of our hearts, and 
cause us to feel the loss of the light of his counte- 
nance? Then "they cry unto the Lord in their 
trouble, and he saveth them out of their distresses." 
If there be a warfare between flesh and spirit felt and 
groaned under, the cry will be unto God. who is a 
God full of compassion and tender mercy. He will be 
entreated of those who put their trust in him. He 
will subdue the enemies, give strength to his people 
who call upon him, who battle in the name of the Lord. 
It' we stand at ease, the enemies gain ground ; if we 
strive in our own strength, we are overcome; if we 
fight with carnal weapons, we never gain a victory. 
Earthly friends cannot help us in a spiritual warfare; 
with a multitude of counsellors, there is not sufficient 
wisdom rightly to advise. The cry must be to Gk)d ; 
the trust in him ; deliverance comes from him, and 
the praise and the glory all, all be to him. 



Nov. 28. — But thou art the same, and thy years shall 
have no end, — Psalm cii. 27, 
" Jesus Christ the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
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«ver/' Thus saith the apostle, confirming the Divin- 
ity of our Lord; that he was one with Grod, by whom 
he created the heavens and the earth. There is no 
study so beneficial to the soul, so confirming to the 
understanding^ so strengthening to the faith, as that of 
comparing Scripture with Scripture, without the aid 
of man's comments and opinions. The soul drawn to 
the Bible by the Holy Spirit shall be instructed 
thereby, and with a single eye to the establishment of 
truth, shall assuredly be instructed therein. We write 
feelingly ; we write experimentally I and if one sub- 
ject excites our interest more than another, it is the 
Divinity of Jesus ; and with a heart overflowing with 
gratitude, under deep humiliation of soul in reflecting 
on the past, we delight to meditate on those parts of 
Scripture Vhich show us so plainly that Christ is God. 
The union of God and man is a mystery to be received 
by faith. But if Jesus be not one with God ; if he 
did not raise the dead, open the eyes of the blind, 
heal the sick with a word, forgive sins, and work all 
things with the power of God ; then the Scriptures 
are not true ; and this appears to be more easily cre- 
dited by the naturally infidel mind of man, than to 
profess a belief in the Scriptures, and reject the God- 
head of Christ. If we believe in Jesus, we must be- 
lieve his word as well as his deeds ; and, if we believe 
these, we cannot but believe that the man Christ Je- 
sus was *' God manifest in the flesh," and from his own 
testimony that he was one with the Father. With- 
out this belief there is no hope for a sinner who ex- 
pects a day of judgment. If Jesus was only man bom 
into the world after natural generation, he could not 
have been pure and undefiled; he must have partaken 
of the defilement of Adam's fallen pasteriiy, aiil cjuid 
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not have been a pure sacrifice to make atonement for 
sin ; and if there be no atonement^ where can those 
look who have no good works to plead^ but feel them- 
selves corrupt and defiled from the " crown of the 
head to the soul of the foot ? ^^ Oh, the various delu- 
sions of men's minds ! And what must be the sentence 
of those who fearlessly enter the presence of God, 
standing in their own fancied righteousness, having 
spumed the Godhead of Jesus, and ridiculed his 
atonement, with the Scripture in their hand, profess- 
edly believed in ! My soul, draw a veil over these 
delusions, and bless thy God that thou art a '^ brand 
plucked from the burning;" that thine eyes have 
been opened to spiritual light, without which we walk 
in darkness as to the Spirit of Scripture, though there 
be a natural knowledge of the letter. " All things 
may perish ; but thou, Lord, art the same, and thy 
years shall have no end." Jesus, by whom thou hast 
made all, and who is one with thee in eternal union, 
is the same for ever ; and the Spirit, the Comforter, 
which thou sent, and is to be with thy Church to the 
end of the world, and who savingly reveals Jesus unto 
the soul ; constitute the hope of the believer in 
electing love, redemption work, regenerating power. 
To the Triune Jehovah, three persons in one undi- 
vided Essence, be glory and praise for ever. 



Nov. 29. — But let all those who put their trust in ih^e 
rejoice: let them ever shout for joy ^ beccnise thoude- 
fendest them. Let them also that love thy name he 
joyful in thee. — Psalm v. 11. 
The Psalmist so frequently breaks out in a holy 

rapture of praise to \i\& God, mth exhortations to his 
people to rejoice inYiiiOL*, ««^^ ^^ «^QRi^«^ ^'^N\.m 
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that holy link of divine revelation, call upon the dis- 
ciples of Jesus to rejoice in himy that we cannot but be 
snrprisnd that any should consider it presumption for 
those who have been privileged " with the full assu- 
rance of understanding '' to be rejoicing in the Lord 
alway, according to the injunction of the inspired 
writers. I believe that, did we truly trust the Lord,, 
we should rejoice in him at all times. Did we really 
believe that he defended us, we should ever shout for 
joy ; and did we unreservedly love his name with a 
perfect love, we should be alway joyful in him : but, 
as we have said respecting the love of God in our 
hearts, that it is not perfect ; so of our faith ; for, as 
perfect love casteth out fear, so perfect faith would 
rejoice in the Lord at all times, and fully trusting him, 
we should rejoice in him under all trials and tribu- 
lations, in dangers, persecutions, perils or wars, revil- 
ings or false accusations. Believing that the Lord de- 
fended us, we should shout for joy ; and, did we per- 
fectly love the Lord, we should " rejoice, and again 
rejoice," in him. The Lord seems to bestow upon 
the Church at the present time but a small measure of 
faith and love ; for we know that every gift cometh 
from him. But it is an especial mercy to know that 
the salvation of the soul depends not on the exercise 
or the measure of faith and love ; so that we can look 
off from every act of grace m t^ to what Jesus is to tm 
and has completed for us. This is * * rejoicing in Christ 
Jesus, having no confidence in the flesh." 



Nov. 30. — Evening, and morning, and at noon, mil I 
p7'ag and cry aloud, and he shall hear my voice. — 
Psalm Iv. 17. 
The apostle Paul says, " Pray m^kowX. cfe^vcv^V 



V»t 
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" in everything give thanks." And in truth the 
prayer of the Christian is not restricted to time oi 
place. The renewed soul cannot be tied to stated 
times; it cries according to circumstances, and prays 
as the Spirit indites. Overtaken by a trial, involved 
in a moment of time in trouble, it will not wait for & 
prescribed time for prayer, by which David was influ- 
enced, being under the law ; but we feel assured that 
the royal Psalmist was not bound to these periods for 
pouring out his soul to his Grod. 

We cannot forbear quoting part of a sweet exposi- 
tion of prayer by a modem poet : — 

Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, 

Unnttered or expressed ; 
The motion of a hidden fire. 

That trembles in the breast. 

Prayer is the bnrden of a sigh, 

The falling of a tear ; 
The upward glancing of an eye 

When none but God is near. 

Montgomery. 

Every believer can understand this. At all times 
the heart, when in lively spiritual exercise, will be lift- 
ing itself to God ; the soul will utter its inward cries, 
will be aspiring towards its treasure, and the thoughts 
brought in subjection to Jesus, though the knees are 
not bent, nor the body prostrate. The Christian can- 
not believe that God is nearer at one time than at an- 
other ; for he is ever present. " He compasseth our 
path and our lying down, and is acquainted with all 
our ways." But the evening and the morning are 
peculiarly adapted to awaken the soul to a sense of its 
own helplessness, and that the body requires for its 
protection an eye "that neither slumbereth nor sleep- 
eth. When daxkneaa %«J2!M?t^ ^swsi^xM^^visA^e are 
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about to lie down on our bed, from which we may 
never arise^ anticipating the closing of our eyes in 
sleep, which may never be unclosed to see the light of 
day ; knowing that beasts of prey stalk abroad in the 
darkness to devour the unprotected and prosecute 
their dark deeds with instruments of sudden destruc- 
tion ; that flameS; by accident or design, break out in 
a moment; bringing a lingering death Upon the imcon* 
Bcious sleeper when all attempts to escape are vain ; 
with the consciousness of all this, and numberless 
casualties that cannot be enumerated, will they whose 
hope is in the Lord close their eyes without commend^ 
ing themselves to the care of their heavenly l*rotector ? 
Alas ! there are times, we believe, when those who 
have the love of God in their hearts will close their 
eyes without considering the probable dangers by 
which they are surroimded. Yet the Lord remaineth 
the same ; his eye watches, iiis power restrains. lie 
proves that our protection depends not on our prayers, 
and we are shown the hardness of our hearts. We 
awake in the morning, when the light again comes to 
cheer ; we have been preserved from all perils. We 
awake once more to the life of this world, revived, re- 
freshed, with renewed vigour to pursue the occupa- 
tions which the light of day brings with it. Shall the 
first thought be, " How shall we accomplish the daily 
avocations of this life ? " Should we not suppose that 
thankfulness to God would fill the soul for his protec- 
tion during the hours of unconsciousness; that a 
morning aspiration from the heart would go up to him 
on the instant the eyes opened to the light, and felt 
the privileges of preservation ? Is not the soul con- 
demned under the feeling, that the eyes are often. 
closed, and opened in tliouglit\eaft\\ei«!& o1 >2cifc ^^^sSt 
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daugers and of the mighty protection ? And wben 
noon comes, where are our thoughts ? Oh 1 if we are 
judged by our doings, or our thoughts, or our prayers, 
not one soul can be saved ; condemnation comes upon 
us on every side, and we have but one refuge to flee 
unto — ^grace and mercy by Jesus Christ. While ve 
believe there is no saving merit in doings or prayers, 
we do most f erv^ently desire that prayerfulness, and 
watchfulness, and thankfulness, should fill our hearts, 
and that the love of God and the life of the Spirit 
should be more manifested among the brethren and in 
our own soul. We are coming to the conclusion of the 
year ; we are arrived at the end of one period of man's 
computation of time. The Lord alone knoweth what 
is before us, either individually or nationally ; but, if 
He be on our side, what have we to fear ? If Jesus be 
ours, then all things are ours; and though we do 
greatly desire that thy Spirit may be poured out abun- 
dantly upon thine Israel to bring them up out of the 
dust, that they may be manifestly the city that cannot 
be hid ; yet thy will be done, Lord, on earth, and 
give us patience to run the race set before us ; and 
not only at morning, noon, and night, but at all times 
help us to be " looking unto Jesus, the Author and 
Finisher of our faith," who is the all in all to hia 
spiritual body, which is one with him and with the 
Father (John xvii. 21-23). ** Christ, who is over aU, 
God blessed for ever," to him be praise. Amen. 
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Dec. 1. — Rejoice in the Lordf O ye righteous; for 
praise is comely for the upiight. Praise the J/yrd 
with harp, sing unto him ivith psaltery and an instru- 
ment of ten strings. Sing unto him a new song ; play 
skUfuUy mth a loud noise. — Psalm xxxiii. 1, 2, 3. 
With the words of the rejoicing Psalmist we com- 
mence the first day of the last month of our " Medi- 
tations/' and would that our hearts were in full tone 
with the Psalmist; so that every string of the mys- 
tical body did vibrate with the praises of the Lord ; 
that the harp^ the psaltery, the instrument of ten 
thousand times ten thousand strings, were all tuned 
in full harmony to sing unto him, rejoice in him, 
and send forth the praise which is comely for the 
upright, and sing imto him a new song, that heaven 
and earth might hear. 

How did David's soul at various times break out in 
praises for deliverance from perils and victories over 
enemies ! When discomforted and cast down, he 
prays ; when victorious he praises ; and are the de- 
liverances and the victories less to the believer in 
Jesus ? David's were temporal ; the Christian's now 
are mostly spiritual, though David often had soul-oon- 
ilicts too, and his soul was cast down and disquieted. 
Contemplate again, my soul, thy deliverances and 
victories by Jesus Christ ; recount" them over in 
thy mind; sum them up, if thou art able to enumerate 
the vast amount, and say if David had greater cause 
for rejoicing, and praise, and songs of thanksgiving 
than thou. Temporal deliverances and victories are 
only for time ; spiritual are for eternity. The one 
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oonoems the body, the other the soul. Israel fougbt 
for an earthly temple, David contended for his earthly 
crown; but Jesus hath delivered from everlasting de- 
struction, and obtained the victory for eternal glory. 
my soul ! rejoice in the Lord, praise him with all 
thine heart ; sing unto him with all the powers of thy 
mind. Let every string be tuned to praise. Sifig 
tmto him the new song of the gospel by Jesus Christ; 
play skilfully to Jesus alone, and be not ashamed to 
proclaim aloud that all thy glory is in him and his 
finished work of salvation. 

Glory to his blessed name for ever and ever. 

Dec. 2. — And it came to pass, when Joram saw Jehu, 
that he said. Is it peace, Jehu f And he aiisiceied 
JVhat peace, so long as the wh^edoms of thy mother 
Jezebel and hefi^ idtchcrafts are so many f — 2 Kings 
ix. 22. 

The Jewish history is full of interest, and full of 
essons to the spiritual mind. There is a simplicity in 
the Scripture relation of facts, independent of their 
divine origin, which makes the relations ever new ; 
but when we come to the direct fulfilment of prophecy, 
we are led to say of a truth this must be from God. 
Such is the history of this miserable woman Jezebel; 
the prophecy of Elijah the Tishbite was literally ful- 
filled. We see in this history the evil of unhallowed 
connexions. Ahab, an Israelite, professing the wor- 
ship of the true God, the God of his fathers, took for a 
wife a daughter of the king of the Zidonians ; and 
went and served Baal, and worshipped him. Jezebel 
not only seduced her husband from the right way, the 
true worshi\>, \i\i\. ca.\\&^V\\B. \ft ^<Nteecute the true 
worshippexawiito ^ea>iNi\ «l\v^^«cns^«cA\^3^ks^^^«sS:"^ 
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priests, with all their abominations. And this was not 
all, her influence extended to her posterity (1 Kin^s 
xxli. 52, 53), and to the Kings of Judah (2 Kings viii. 
18) ; for men " are wise to do evil, but to do good 
they have no knowledge," as the prophet said of Is- 
rael (Jer. iv. 22). The Lord works by evil men, 
whom he employs as scourges to his own people fur 
their good, and as instruments of vengeance to tlie 
ungodly. Thus was Jehu employed ; and his cutting 
reproof was followed by an instantaneous act, which 
brought the king of Israel to the dust, and he was cast 
into the portion of the field of Naboth, according to 
the word of the Lord (1 Kings xxi. 19-29). Nor 
could his mother Jezebel escape, for the Lord had 
spoken it (1 Kings xxi. 23) ; and Jehu fulfilled the 
prophecy — for the Lord sends his messages, and exe- 
cutes his judgments by whom and what he will. Many 
the lessons we learn from the character of Jehu; 
he performed mighty deeds on the Lord's side. 
" Come with me, and see my zeal for the Lord," he 
said ; and he slew the worshippers of Baal, destroyed 
his house and images. " But Jehu took no heed to 
walk in the law of the Lord God of Israel with all his 
heart ; for he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, 
which made Israel to sin." Do we not see God's 
sovereignty ? He employs evil men to execute his pur- 
poses, and by their hands worketh good to his people. 
Are there no Jehus in this day ? Are there not num- 
bers who are showing their "zeal for the Lord," 
whose hearts are not with the Lord ? Who are slaying 
the worshippers of Baal, yet bowing down to the 
" golden calves of the land ? " Yet are these working 
for the good of the Church of Christ, though they be 
quite nncoDBcioua of it. And are ^ete lio "i^'wS^'ti 

"1 ^ 
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alive ? Consider the professing Church in all nations, 
and may we not in the words of Jehu say, *' ^NTi^^ 
peace^ so long as the whoredoms of thy mother Jeze- 
bel and her witchcrafts are so many?" Can there 
be peace with such divisions? Peace, when error 
abounds, and the love of many is waxing cold? 
Peace, when the Christian's God and only Saviour is 
trampled upon, either wholly or in part, his Godhead 
denied, or his righteousness rejected ? What peace, 
when the holy religion of Jesus is taken up as a cloak 
for earthly gain or self-glory ? If there be outward 
peace for a time, it cannot be long. A Jehu may 
arise to slay Jezebel, and be the scourge in the hand 
of the Lord to those nations that blaspheme his name. 
And are there not Jezebels within f Are there not 
whoredoms and witchcrafts carried on in the heart? 
Is there not a warfare, a continual and mighty strug- 
gle, in the soul of the believer — and can there be 
peace ? No^ there can be no peace in self^ no peace 
while flesh is alive, for the soul conscious of sin, until 
Jesus be revealed as an entire Saviour. ButOod, 
who is rich in mercy, speaks peace by his dear Son to 
the contrite heart made spiritually alive ; and though 
a war exists between flesh and spirit, yet are we more 
than conquerors through him who loved us — " Look- 
* ing for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing 
'of the Great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and pmnfy unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works." 
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Dec. 3. — One shall say, I am the Lord^s; and another 
shall call himself hy the name of Jacob ; and another 
shall subscnbe with his hand unto the Lord, and 8ur~ 
natne himself by the name of Israel. Thus saith the 
Lord the King of Israel, and his Redeemer the Lord 
of Hosts ; I am the first y and I am the last ; and 
beside me there is no God. — Isaiah xliv. 6, 6. 
As it was in the days of the prophet, so was it in the 
(lays of the apostle, and so is it now. Paul appeals to 
the brethren, " I beseech you by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that*ye all speak the same thing ; 
every one of you saith I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, 
I of Cephas, I of Christ. Is Christ divided ? " (ICor.i. 
10-13). Such is man; ever going after idols ; set- 
ting up the creature ; idolizing man rather than wor- 
shipping God. The cry now is ** Unity." And what 
is the unity men are striving for ? Unity in non- 
essentials, in name, in mode of worship. They say 
they are Christians, yet call themselves by the name 
of their idols, either man or the temple. Could we 
recount the variety of divisions which at this time 
subsist, would they not fill pages of this little volume ? 
Hut, my soul, " thus saith the Lord, I am the first, I 
am the last, and beside me there is no God." This is 
the unity we want. Follow Christ wholly, and we 
shall have unity. Unite with one heart to extol him 
only, we should have unity. But, no, unity is not for 
flesh and blood ; but there is a spiritual union which 
cannot be broken. Christ and his members are one ; 
and though the members be divided outwardly, yet 
are they still one in him : and while men are falsely 
seeking to establish unity in worship, do thou, my 
soul, more fervently look unto Jesv:ia, otA ^qpc^ks^'^Jk^ 
Ood in apirit and in truth. "Vam at© >^ft ^^Qp5^& <2^ 
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man to bind the soul ; he may torture the body unto 
death, but he cannot cast the soul into hell, neiibei 
can he give it a passport to heaven. Thanks be to 
Gx>d, we are in his hands, and — 

** Not a single shaft shall hit, 
Till the God of love sees fit." 

To his care we trust, in his strength we move ; and 
whether with life or death before us, we acknowledge 
no God but One, who is the first and the last : no 
Saviour but Jesus, whose blood cleanseth from all sin, 
whose purity giveth all righteousness ; one Spirit, who 
only r^enerates the soul, and without which no one 
can enter the kingdom of heaven. Jesus is our only 
Intercessor, through whom we come boldly to a throne 
of grace, and need not the intervention of dead men ; 
whom we can approach in love, for he is the sinner's 
Friend, and called his disciples his brethren. Jesus is 
the only way, the only door, the only Shepherd of his 
sheep : the only Priest who abideth for ever, who is 
the ever living Head of his one body the Church, 
which he hath sanctified and purified for himself. 
Praise to the eternal Three in One. 



Dbc. 4. — So David waaed greater and greater : for the 
Lord of hosts was tctth him. — 1 Chbon. xi. 9. 
In contemplating the character of David, we can 
plainly see that the Lord of hosts was with him from 
the time he was called from the sheep-fold to be 
anointed by Samuel as the future king of Israel. The 
stripling's deed with the Philistine giant, the trials he 
endured, the persecutions of Saul, his forbearance to- 
wards this g;ceat enemy, his love for Jonathan, bis 
lamentation oxet "ViSxtl ^^xA^^sss^l ^^«««. daath, which 
gave him po8aeft«io\i ol >2!ctf4 <swy«\v ^1^5stTek^\\bs.V^- 
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giveness of those who cursed him, the rebellion of his 
darling son, the defection of his people, and his final 
establishment on the throne of Israel, make his his- 
tory full of interest. His deliverances, his victories, 
prove that the Lord of hosts was with him, and thus 
he waxed greater and greater. David was the king 
appointed by the Lord ; Saul was a king desired by 
the people (Sam. viii. 7 ; Hos. xiii. 11 ; Acts xiii. 21, 
22). David was a man after God's own heart ; he 
was the appointed progenitor of the Messiah ; and did 
that which was right in the sight of the Lord, save 
only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite (1 Kings xv. 
5). David's character not only shows traits of man's 
greatness, but it exhibits human weakness ; and we 
are taught that perfection dwelleth not with fallen 
man. But let us view the sweet singer of Israel, and 
the king is hidden in the man of God. We see him 
first with his harp, soothing his persecutor Saul ; we 
come to the book of divine psalms, his penitence, his 
prayera, his praise, his heart-rending, his heart-re- 
joicing, what can surpass ! His whole soul is directed 
to his God ; his harp is tuned only to come before the 
Lord. We see the depth of humiliation, the height of 
exaltation, in his strains of praise to the God of Is- 
rael. The psalms embrace every experience to which 
the believer is subject ; they prophesy of Jesus, and 
speak, as it were, in his individual person. We trace 
David from watching the sheep and being brought 
before Samuel, "ruddy, and withal of a beautiful 
countenance ;'' we travel with him in his varied trials, 
and come to his last days, his prayer as recorded in 
the last chapter of the 1st book of Chronicles, showeth 
his self-rejection and divine fervour. He ascribes all 
th^ *' greatness, the power, the g\oTy,^<ftN\a\«rs:^^*05\a 
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majesty, unto the Lord." " And he died in a good 
old age, full of days, riches, and honour.'* 



Dec. 5. — Draw me, we will run after thee. — Song i. 4. 
Aft we must consider this Song of Solomon as 
typical of Christ and the Church, we see in these words 
a blessed confirmation of God's constraining power, 
and yet the freeness of the will ; '' draw me, we will 
run after thee." When the Lord draws, his service is 
no longer a duty-work, it is not compulsory, as the 
slave's obedience, from fear ; but it is the delight of 
the heart to walk in the ways of the Lord ; when he 
draws, he makes the soul willing to follow. He says 
of his people Israel by his prophet Ilosea, " Behold, 
I will allure her and bring her into the wilderness, 
and speak comfortably unto her." And a greater than 
Hosea, nay, than all the prophets and apostles, said, 
" My sheep hear my voice, and they follow me." The 
soul that is drawn to God by the Spirit, receiving the 
spirit of adoption, works by love, and is never satis- 
fied unless the heart is exercised in the service of the 
Lord ; the repetition of words, the form without the 
power, the lip-service, is no comfort to the renewed 
soul. The first drawings of the Lord the Spirit 
awaken to a feeling sense of sin ; and when he speaks 
comfortably, who can describe the delight ? The soul 
is drawn, but not forced; it runs with all the heart 
into the ways of the Lord ; the things of earth which 
once engaged the thoughts and time no longer charm ; 
old things pass away, the affections run into another 
channel, and eternity becomes more important than 
all that earth can bestow. Still the soul requires 
again and again \>em^ dia.Yrn by the Spirit's power to 
run with patience t\ie Ts^ee ?^^\.^ife1Qit^^sa»''^ ^'ftk^<^ki 
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^H zeal, become cold in feeling, and find the spirit 
^^villing bnt the flesh weak : yet do we look unto Jeims, 
the Author and Finisher of onr faith. For amiilst 
all our coldness, and barrenness, and infirmities €i 
^esb, the soul runs imto Jesus ; for whom he once 
draws, he will never forsake. Thus it is that the 
comfort of the regenerate depends on their appre- 
hension of the Saviour ; but their salvation rests with 
him entirely, if not, it is altogether precarious ; if we 
are saved by our doings, " who then can be saved ?** 
" All things are possible with God," but he has ap- 
pointed the way, and is a God that changeth not. 
*^No man can come unto the Son unless the Father 
draw him." When drawn, we run after Jesus as our 
only refuge, place of rest, anchor of hope, immovable 
rock, breast-plate of righteousness, shield of faith, 
and helmet of salvation. We believe by faith, we 
are comforted through faith, settled and established 
by faith ; but are not saved by our faith. Without 
love, our faith, though it remove mountains, is 
nothing ; we may give all our goods to feed the poor, 
and give our bodies to be burned, but without love it 
profiteth nothing (1 Cor. xiii.) Love to Jesus pro- 
duces love to the brethren, to all who love him in 
sincerity, who are manifestly new creatures in Christ 
Jesus. To him who hath redeemed us, drawn us, 
keeps us, be praise for ever and ever. 



Dec. 6. — /, even I, am he that comfort eth you: who 
art thou, that thou shouldst be afraid of a man that 
shall die, and of the son of man that shall be made as 
grass, andforgettest t?ie Lord thy Maker. — IsA. li. 12. 
If we truly had the fear and love of God in our 

heartB, should we have the fear ot ixi«.ii^ OVtk^ %ft^^ 



440 DECEMBER. 

how do we often tremble before our fellow-worm of 
the dust, fear his censure, or cringe for his approba- 
tion P And shall we fear the raging power that is now 
l»eing brought more and more openly before the Lord's 
redeemed P Oh, let those that trust in the Lord fear 
not man, nor his revilings ; " I, even I, am he that 
comfortefch you." The Lord will perform his pur- 
poses, and who shall turn him ; but he will not forsake 
his Zion. He will thoroughly purge his floor, and 
bum up the chaff ; he will cleanse his sanctuaries, for 
judgment shall begin at the house of God. And where 
is the fury of the oppressor F It shall end in their 
own destruction ; they must die — they are as grass- 
fear not thou the reproach of men — look unto the 
Lord thy Maker : forget not the marvellous things he 
hath done '' in ancient days, in the generations of 
old." We may yet be called upon nationally to 
resist the " fury of the oppressor." The Lord must 
work for us, strengthen us for the battle, and uphold 
us by his power. '* If the Lord be with us, who can 
be against us ? " Yes, Lord, truly have we cause for 
deep humiliation, and we would be looking unto thee 
as the One alone who can help. If thou bring judg- 
ments on this sinful professedly Christian land, it is 
right and just ; if thou avert, it is merciful — all shall 
work for good to thy Zion. In all things enable ns 
to give thanks, to bless thee the giver of all good; to 
trust thee at all times ; to praise thee for the salva- 
tion of our never-dying souls ; and give us strength 
to be faithful to thee even unto death. 



Dbg. 7. — Behold how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity! — Ps. cxxxiii. 1. 
And how sad, O Lord, for thy people who profeas 
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to follow thee, to be bo divided by strifes and bitter- 
ness, instead of uniting with one another in love and 
good- will. Under the Jewish dispensation there was 
bat one temple of worship, after Solomon had '^ built 
a house for the Lord," the materials for which David 
had prepared ; and here the tribes of Israel assem- 
bled at the stated times to worship, and present their 
offerings ; here only was it lawful for Israel to wor- 
ship and to sacrifice. The sin of Jeroboam was that 
he set up golden calves in Dan and Bethel for the ten 
tribes, who revolted with him from their lawful king. 
When Solomon had finished the temple, the ^^ ark of 
the Lord " was placed in the most holy place; " there 
was nothing in the ark save the two tables of stone" 
(I Kings viii. 9). The manna which they loathed, 
and the priesthood which they rejected, were reserved 
for those who should believe (John vi. 32-36 ; Ileb. 
vi. 20). The law written on tables of stone alone re- 
mained to Israel ; by these they were condemned, but 
could not be saved — the law required continual sacri- 
fice for sin (Heb. vii. 27, 28) : the sinner requires a 
high priest that abideth for ever. '^ Jerusalem is 
builded as a city that is compact together, whither the 
tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto the testimony 
of Israel to give thanks unto the name of the Lord." 
And to the temple did the tribes go at the time of 
the prescribed feasts, with one purpose, to worship one 
God ; separated from all other nations, Israel was a 
chosen generation, a peculiar people, privileged in 
having direct revelation from the one only God; they 
were kept together by their law until " he should come 
whose right it was to reign," " a root of Jesse," " the 
bright and morning star," in whom there was to be 
neither Jew nor Gentile, but all one in him. But 



442 DECEMBEB. 

though Judah was kept in outward unity, they were 
not all members of the invisible Church, the body of 
Christ, for whom the kingdom was prepared from the 
foundation of the world (Matt. xxv. 34 ; 2 Tim. i 9) ; 
but as many as died in faith shall inherit the pro- 
mises. In Christ Jesus all are one, united to him they 
are one body ; and this spiritual union is the only 
union we can look at and rejoice in, for divisions are 
multiplied without, and we look in vain for outward 
unity among the brethren. But oh how sweet it is, 
how good and pleasant, to meet with even one with 
whom we have spiritual union, whose heart is fixed 
on the same object, whose treasure is in the same 
storehouse, who can leave the walls of the temple made 
with hands, and can unite '* in spirit and in truth " to 
worship the Father through the Son, and love him in 
truth and sincerity. It is thy Spirit, Lord, that 
must help our infirmities ; it is thou that must unite 
us by one spirit upon earth, as thou hast unite(lus eter- 
nally to thyself in the kingdom of heaven. When 
released from these bodies of sin, and raised glorious 
bodies over which the second death shall have no 
power, when " the Son of Man shall come with power 
and great glory, and by his angels shall gather to- 
gether his elect from one end of heaven to the other," 
then shall there be perfect unity, then shall there be 
no separation, all imited to the glorious Head for 
ever and ever. " Even so, come. Lord Jesus. Amen." 



Dec. 8. — Jesus saith unto him, I am the tcaxfy tie 
ti'uth^ and the life ; no man cometh unto the Father j 
hut by me, — John xiv. 6. 
Blessed are they who are in the narrow way that 

leadeth to everlasting life. " Search the Scriptures, 
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for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are 
they which testify of me," saith Jesus to the unbeliev- 
ing Jews. And let us search the Scriptures, and shall 
we not find that Jesus is the only way to the Father ; 
the only way of salvation ; the only way that Jeadetli 
not to destruction ; " the highway of holiness, that the 
wayfaring man though a fool shall not err therein?" 
'* Enter ye in at the strait gate, for wide is the gate 
and broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, and 
many there be that go in thereat : because strait is the 
gate and narrow is the way that leadeth to life, and 
few there be that find it." And not one would find it 
of themselves. *' It is the Spirit that quickeneth.'' 
Many there be who are deceiving themselves, climb- 
ing up some other way into the sheepfold ; but Jesus 
is the only door by which any can enter in to be saved. 
" I am the good shepherd and know my sheep, and 
am known of mine." And it is an appalling truth to 
reflect upon, that many in the last day, who cry, 
" Lord, Lord," and plead their wonderful works, shall 
be rejected, and receive the awful sentence, " I never 
knew ye, depart from me." Jesus is the truth, and 
without abiding in him as the branch in the vine, we 
can neither bear fruit nor have eternal life. " Where- 
fore we are dead to the law by the^body of Christ, 
united to him who is raised from the dead, that we 
should bring forth fruit unto God, and serve in new- 
ness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter." 
" Without me (saith Jesus) ye can*do nothing." " I 
can do all things through Christ strengthening me," 
said one who had felt the power of what he affirmed, 
and was persuaded that Christ was all in all. We 
come again to the divine testimony of our Lord, " I 
am the resurrection and the life ; I give unto my 
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sheep eternal life, and they shall never perish." What 
a blessed assertion ! and how fully did the apostle be- 
lieve his Lord and Master. '* Your life is hid with 
Christ in God.'' Then how can it be lost when there? 
Oh my soul, if aught depended on thy doings, thon 
couldst have no hope of eternal life. Truly is Jesus 
the way, the truth, and the life ; in him his sheep are 
secure, and only there. ** All my springs are in thee ; " 
** from thee is my fruit found." Oh trust not in any- 
thing short of Christ. The more thou lookest at him, 
the more thou wilt desire to be like him ; the greater 
thy love, the more fervent thy desire to be with him. 
To awake up in his likeness, to see him as he is, to be 
with him for ever, then will my soul be fully satisfied. 



Dec. 9. — And wine that maketh gktd the JieaH of mm, 
oil to make his face to shine, and bread which 
strengtheneth man's heart. — Psalm civ. 15. 
We are constrained in these latter days to pass from 
the law to the gospel, to take the spiritual out of the 
literal, things of heaven from things of earth, and with 
the newness of the Spirit look at the oldness of the 
letter. This is the gospel-day privilege ; and our 
hearts must rejoice when we are able to behold the 
substance in the shadows of the old dispensation. 
Spiritual things are so continually illustrated by natu- 
ral figures, that it cannot be straining Scripture to take 
these words in a spiritual sense as well as in the letter. 
The Lord God giveth all; he created all, and is Lord 
over all in heaven and earth. When we meditate 
upon the *'wine that maketh glad the heart of man," 
we cannot but look at something beyond the literal 
wine, which caused one of old to transgress, and often 
makes the hearts of many sad at this day. But we 
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look at the ''fniit of the vine/' the new wine of th« 
gospel kingdom ; that wine which waa to be put into 
new bottles, and not into the old bottles of the law ; 
the cup which Jesus drank, of which all his redeemed 
partake (Mark x. 39). This is the wine which maketh 
glad the heart of man ; this is the wine which blot- 
teth out the curses of the law, and the condemnation 
for sin. " For this is my blood of the New Testa- 
ment which is shed for many, for the remission of 
sins " (Matt. xxvi. 28). And what is that unction 
from the Holy One which enlightens the counten- 
ance, and maketh the face to shine with the love of 
Jesus, which is shed abroad in the heart ? It is that 
blessed softening power which cometh l)y the Spirit, 
the precious ointment, the dew of Hermon, which 
bringeth love, and meekness, and forbearance ; which 
maketh the face to shine and the heart to rejoice, 
when two or three are gathered together in the name 
of the Lord ; and then he has promised to bless, and 
that is by the Comforter. ^' The bread which 
strengtheneth man's heart." What bread is this, 
but that which came down from heaven ; the bread 
of life, the spu-itual manna, whosoever eateth of it 
shall never die. Blessed Jesus, thou hast procured 
all these blessings for thy people ; thou art all to 
them, all in them — ^thou art wine to the weak, oil to 
the sick and wounded, and bread to the hungry ; a 
well of water springing up into eternal life; the 
the rock from whence living waters flow ; the vine 
from which thy branches derive their sap and sup- 
port, and from whom their fruit is found. " Wliere- 
f ore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law 
by the body of Christ, that ye should be married to 
another, even to him who is raised from the dead 
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that we should bring fdrth fruit unto God " (Rom. 
vii. 4). 



Dec. 10. — Notwithstanding J in this rejoice not thatthe 
spints are subject unto you ; Imt rather rejoice that 
your names are wntten in hearten. — Luke x. 20. 
Gifts may be given to those whose names are not 
written in heaven. Hence our Lord says, '^ Rejoice 
not in that the spirits are subject unto you." Judas 
had the power given with the other apostles, to cast 
out unclean spirits, to heal the sick, raise the dead, 
cleanse the lepers ; but his name was not in the book 
of life. Therefore, rejoice not, though ye have all 
gifts — power to work miracles and utterance to preach 
"The kingdom of heaven is at hand." The Lord 
effects his purposes by whom he will; but, though you 
have all g^fts and all faith, rejoice not in them, but 
" rather rejoice because your names are written in 
heaven." O my soul ! what are all gifts, all know- 
ledge, all wisdom, if thy name be not written in 
heaven? Those who have gifts have nothing to 
boast of ; for all come from God. Those who have 
them not have nothing to regret, if they have a good 
hope through grace, that their names are in the 
Lamb's book of life. All of earth will soon vanish 
away to each individual upon it. An eternity lies 
before us. There is no hope in the grave. There is 
no intermediate state from which the mummery of 
masses or mockery of prayer can release the soul 
after it has left the body. What solemn questions 
are these ! Is my name written in heaven ? Has 
the blood of Jesus cleansed me from all sin ? How 
important the things respecting eternity ! How light 
the things of time in comparison ! Jesus, thou art 
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all my hope and all my salvation. Thou art the 
Saviour, not thy commands nor thine ordinances. 
The name written in heaven from eternity (2 Tim. i. 
i) ; Matt. XXV. 34), sealed by thy blood in time, can 
never be blotted out. In this we rejoice, that salva- 
tion depends not on ourselves, but is complete in 
Jesus, who saves to the uttermost all who come to 
God by him. 

Glory to Father, Son, and Spirit, Three in one 
eternal Jehovah. 

Dec. 11. — And I say unto you, my friends j he not 
afraid of them that kill the body. Fear him which, 
after he hath killed, hath poiver to cast into hell. — 
Luke xii. 4, 5. 

We see from the first verse of this chapter the dis- 
tinction our Lord makes between the multitude and 
his discix^les. lie speaks unto these ; he calls them 
"my friends"; nor is he "ashamed to call them bre- 
thren." And can we not believe that Jesus still 
speaks to his disciples; that he continues to say, 
" My friends, be not afraid of them that kill the body, 
but fear him, that hath power to cast into hell?" Do 
we not feel condemned, inasmuch as the fear of man 
is often far greater than the fear of God? Godly men 
have belied their conscience by the torture of the body. 
Many sin in the sight of God who would not have 
man to witness; many keep secret what they know of 
heavenly things from fear of an earthly creature; and 
many profess what they do not feel in the heart, from 
the same fear. O ye unbelieving, cowardly hearts, 
hear the voice of Jesus. " I say, my friends, be not 
afraid of man, he can only kill the body; but God can 
do more, he can cast both body and soul into hell." 
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But flesh looks more at present evil than future good, 
and would fain escape one and remain blind to the 
other. The trial we see before us is certain, from 
which we would escape; the future evil we are apt to 
look at as uncertain^ from which we may escape. We 
fook at God as all merciful, at man as all merciless; 
thus the flesh shrinks from a fellow-mortal in fear, 
while the soul looks to a God of mercy in hope. The 
tortures of the body, the agony of the mind, we can 
imagine, if we have not experienced them ; the to> 
tures of the never-dying worm we have no conception 
of. The Lord shows his people their weakness by 
leaving them to their own strength, and in their weak- 
ness he reveals to them his strength. Thyself, 
Lord, must give the power to overcome, the strength 
to bear, the faith to believe, the heart to love, and the 
conscience to fear. Give us, O Lord, the godly fear 
of offending thee, the holy love to follow thee, the 
precious faith to believe thee, and the abiding peace 
which thou alone canst bestow. 



Dec. 12. — In the fear of the Lord is strong confidence, 
and his children shall liave a place of refuge.— Vmov . 
xiv. 26. 

There is a slavish fear which gendereth to bondage; 
there is a godly fear which is " a fountain of life ; " 
there is a fear of God where there is no love; there is 
a perfect love which casteth out fear — ^that is, a slavish 
fear ; but love will have a godly fear of offending, 
though it have no fear of perishing. This is the fear 
our Lord referred to in our last meditation ; " Fear 
him who can cast into hell." Then this fear becomes 
"a fountain of life to depart from the snares of death.'' 
It is a fear which springs from the love of God— the 
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fear that has strong oonfidence. David says, ** In his 
fear will I walk all the day long." The children are 
bound by love and withheld by fear, and have a place 
of refuge. blessed resting-place ! There is now but 
one city of refuge ; they that run into it are safe, eter- 
nally safe. In the fear of the Lord,which is based upon 
the eternal love of God sealed upon the heart by the 
life-giving power of the Holy Spirit, is strong con- 
fidence, which does truly become a fountain of life to 
depart from the snares which lead to death. It is 
sweet to reflect on that place of refuge which the Lord 
has prepared for them that love him; the hiding- 
place where those who know they are in may be con- 
fident they are safe, unless unbelief tells them to deny 
the " word of the Lord." There is no safety out of 
Jesus ; in him is eternal security. There be many 
who walk without fear or love, whose confidence is in 
themselves ; for those Jesus is no place of refuge. It 
is only for the children who are poor and needy ; and 
these shall be brought to the banqueting-house, and 
have the banner of love over them. They shall 
come to the place of refuge for the destitute ; their 
sorrow shall be turned into joy, and t/iat joy no man 
shall take from them. 



Dec. 13. — Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher, allia 

vanity, — Eccles. xii. 8. 

" Vanity of vanities," responds my heart, " all is 
vanity." Most true that things of earth are all 
vanity ; all subject to decay, perishing, unstable. The 
wise man had tried all things, and he concludes, as he 
began, this book of his latter days, " All is vanity." 
One generation passeth away after another. We have 
lif d and death continually before us ; numbers coming 
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into the world, and numbers departing ; changes for 
ever taking place. How uncertain all things here! 
Friends taken from us in a moment ; the dearest tie 
snapped asunder which we were hugging to our 
bosom, as if we should keep it for ever. The TJrorld 
forsakes us, and friends grow cold ; we tire and sicken 
at all around us ; it is all vanity. What ! all vanity? 
Is there nothing for the soul to be satisfied with ? Is 
it all a blank, all uncertainty, all death ? Is there no- 
thing to make this world of sin and trial bearable- 
nothing to reconcile us to the life of this world ? Oh ! 
yes, yes ; there is something in the present, something 
in the future that is not vanity. There is One above 
earth, One beyond time, where our souls can rest and 
feel it is not vanity. There is a life beyond the grave ; 
there is one gone before who leads the way, who ever 
lives, that all who live in him may follow, and with 
him live for ever. This hope smoothes the rough path, 
quiets the turbulent spirit, gives peace in the midst ol 
trouble, and whispers, *' All is not vanity." Therein 
something in reserve, laid up in store. This sweetens 
life when all things appear against us. Yes, there ib 
One who changeth not ; " who is faithful and true;" 
who abideth for ever ; who is all perfect, all holy, all 
merciful, all just. Here we can look, can rest, and be 
satisfied ; can trust, and not be afraid ; in whom we 
glory, though we see that all of earth is " vanity of 
vanities." 



Dec. 14. — But will God in very deed dwell with men on 
the earth ? JBehold, heaven and the heaven of hea- 
vens cannot contain thee ; how nmch less the hotue 
which I havt built. — 2 Ghron. vi. 18. 
Soloxaon ap^peai!^\^\»«aaAe^ ^a:wj*iAmth the 
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vastness of the thought of the Lord the God of Israel 
dwelling with man upon earth. It is not recorded 
whether Solomon saw the day of the Lord afar off ; 
but I should think he did not see that God would be 
manifest in the flesh, and come to the second temple, 
which was far less magnificent than this which Solo- 
mon built. Solomon could see that the Lord God 
must occupy all space, and could not believe he could 
be confined to a house made with hands. He did not 
see that Deity would dwell in flesh, and sojourn with 
man in very deed on the earth. Wonderful mystery, 
gracious condescension, marvellous act, merciful lov- 
ing-kindness^ to restore fallen man, to draw sinners to 
God, to make reconciliation to himself I But to this 
temple did the Messiah come, the elect of God, in 
whom the fulness of the Godhead dwelt, and yet a 
body for the suffering of death ; Son of man, yet one 
with the Father ; without sin, yet suffering for sin. 
What did Jesus say while upon earth ? ** Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends." Yes, and while they were yet 
sinners, Christ died for them ; God in this commend- 
ing his love. For if, when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life " (lioni. 
V. 7-10). O my soul ! meditate over this, that God 
in very deed has dwelt upon earth ; that his glory 
filled the temple, but not the glory manifest to the 
eye of nature. The eye of faith sees a glory surpass- 
ing all that the natural mind can picture — ^the glory 
of meekness, humility, and suffering, shine forth in 
the Friend of sinners and Saviour of his people ; the 
glory of the gospel of peace, by which the law is mag- 
nified and its terrors quenched. God li«& d^^\^ ^\:s. 
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earth veiled in humanity^ so that man could look and 
live. Lordl great is the mystery of godliness. 
We see by faith, yet still darkly, ; but enough to praise 
the holy name, to discern good from evil, and see 
that which serveth God, and that which serveth him 
not ; and that by Jesus alone can we come to that 
holy temple " not made with hands," but the which is 
" eternal in the heavens." 



Dec. 16. — The Lord is my portion, saith my soul: 
therefore will I hope in him, — Lam. iii. 24. 
To tiie soul that has been spiritually taught what 
tin is, can there be a more blessed exercise of faith than 
this ? To have the eyes of the understanding opened ; 
a spiritual knowledge of ourselves ; a revelation of the 
sins of the heart, which are all manifest in his sight 
who searcheth all, though they be hidden from man 
and often from ourselves ; will bring condemnation 
very distinct from that of the natural conscience. 
For the broken heart and the contrite spirit there is 
no peace, until we can realize, " The Lord is my por- 
tion ; " and when this blessed application is wrought 
in the soul ; when the blood of Jesus is sprinkled upon 
the guilty conscience ; when the circumcised, the spi- 
ritual ear heareth the voice of peace, saying, " Thy 
sins are forgiven thee ; " when the blind eyes are un- 
closed to see Jesus, the Prince of peace, intercepting 
and interceding between the guilty soul and the jus- 
tice of God, which is a consuming fire ; then can it 
say, " Therefore, will I hope in him." The Levites 
had no inheritance among their brethren, the Lord 
was their inheritance and their portion ; neither has 
the Church of Christ any lot or portion in the world, 
which lieth in wickedness. The Lord is their portion 
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from everlasting ; but they know it not until the 
Spirit reveals it. But to realize that '' the Lord is 
my portion," then the only hope — all the hope — is in 
him. What do we want of earth, of the world, of its 
devotees ; what of the world's portion, its pleasures, 
its joys P Ah ! here is the broad road to destruction, 
the end whereof is eternal death, " The Lord thy 
portion," my soul, is eternal life; and truly dost thou 
say, " All my hope is in him." Jesus, the Mediator, 
the Saviour of his people, to whom with the Father 
and the Spirit, one eternal God, be eternal praise for 
sovereign grace. 



Dec. 16. — For she said within herself, if I may lut 
touch his garment, I shall he whole, — Matt. ix. 21. 
Oh that blessed first touch of faith ! Continue thy 
last meditations, my soul ; it is a subject full of inte- 
rest, of eternal importance. What are the diseases of 
the body compared with the loss of the soul ? And 
shall a poor diseased woman press towards Jesus to be 
healed; shall she in faith say, '^If I touch but the 
hem of his garment, I shall be whole ; " and shall she 
be rejected P Will the soul that feels there is no 
soundness in any part ; that sin is in all its members, 
and that God has not been in all its thoughts ; shall 
such a one not press toward Jesus P Will it not cry 
for mercy P Will it not strive to touch the hem of 
the garment of Him who hath virtue sufficient to heal 
all diseases P Yes, these are they who press towards 
him ; these are they in whose souls the Spirit is work- 
ing. They feel the plague of sin, and are taught that 
One alone can heal. In vain do they strive to heal 
themselves, to bring peace by their own fleshly sacri- 
fices and duty offerings. These may satisfy nature, 
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gratify pride, and quiet the consoienoe : but they will 
not satisfy the Spirit. Where th e Spirit works, there 
is no peace until Jesus is seen and touched ; until self 
is renounced, and Jesus beheld as all our '' portion " 
and all our " hope." Blessed be God ! the work be- 
gun shall be carried on ; fjiith shall touch the hem of 
the garment, and Jesus will not leave the soul com- 
fortless that comes unto him. The contrite heart lie 
will not spurn ; the bruised reed he will not break. 
** Come unto me, all ye that labour and are hea\7 
laden, and I will give you rest." Nature strives and 
labours, and binds heavy burdens upon itself (after the 
law dispensation, which Jesus hath put away), and 
with it nature is well pleased. Not so where sin is 
revealed by the Spirit, which must show Jesus before 
there can be peace ; and the peace which the Spirit 
of God gives, none can take away. When the soul 
feels the healing power of the blood which cleanseth 
from all sin, there is peace, and faith's first touch is 
a joy the unrenewed soul cannot intermeddle with. 
" Daughter, be of good cheer ; thy faith hath made 
thee whole." Oh, then, what cause for joy, if Jesus 
has cleansed the guilty soul and saved it from eternal 
death. I would, Lord, bless and praise thee con- 
tinually; but this can only be when we awake up in 
thine own likeness ; when we are changed from cor- 
ruption to incorruption. 

Weak is the effort of my heart, 
And cold my warmest thought ; 

Bnt when I see thee as thou art, 
I'll praise thee as I ought. 

Newton. 



DECEMBEB. 455 

Dec. 17. — Thei-e failed not ought of any good thing 
which the Lord had spoken unto Israel: all came to 
pass. — Joshua xxi. 45. 

O my soul ! that faith could ever behold the Lord 
working in all things for thy good; that all he 
purposes shall come to pass : and all that comes to pass 
is according to his purpose ; but in the face of past 
mercies and wondrous deliverances, what unbelief 
fills the mind ! The Lord gave unto Israel the land 
he sware to give unto their fathers ; he gave them 
rest, and delivered them from their enemies. Nothing 
failed, all came to pass ; yet they again and again fell 
into unbelief. And so it is with our frail nature still ; 
we cannot trust the Lord when we can put our trust 
in our fellow-man. We see recorded the dealings of 
Jehovah with his ancient people ; all came to pass, 
and all has come to pass concerning tbem ; yet we ap- 
pear scarcely to believe that the same God is ours, 
scarcely to believe or to trust beyond the salvation of 
the soul. Our burdens, our temporal trials, wo take 
upon ourselves, as if we had no God who said, " Seek 
ye first the kingdom of heaven, and all these things 
shall be added unto you." The hairs of your head 
are all numbered. The little sparrows are not forgot- 
ten by God, and he saith, '* Ye are of more value than 
many sparrows." He clothes the lilies of the field, 
and " shall he not clothe you, O ye of little faith ? " 
Oh, where is our faith ? Is the word of the Lord be- 
lieved ? How do we trust his word ? Lord, we are 
impotent in ourselves, and have no power to give faith 
to our unbelieving hearts. The work begun by thee 
must be carried on by thee ; from thee cometh every 
good and perfect gift. But, my soul, thou dost believe 
that all shall come to pass which the Lord has pur- 
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posed, and no good thing will te withhold from hu 
own who put their trust in him. " Lord, increase ou i 
faith," and " help thou mine unbelief." 

Dec. 18. — They shall he mares and traps unto you, 
and scourges in your sides and thoims in your eyes,— 
Joshua xxiii. 13. 

We are led to pursue Israel's history under Joshua 
a little further. Their leader is about to be gathered 
unto his fathers, and he admonishes Israel before be 
goes " the way of all the earth." He most solemnly 
abjures them to cleave imto the Lord, and not to make 
aflSnity with the nations who bow to gods that are no 
gods ; not in anywise to go back and deave to those 
heathen nations which the Lord had driven out for 
their sakes ; not to intermarry with them to learn 
their ways. " Know ye for a certainty that the Lord 
your God will no more drive them out; but they shall 
be snares and traps, scourges in your sides and thorns 
in your eyes." And this was fulfilled in the course of 
time. They forsook the Lord their God, and served 
the gods of the heathen ; and so they perished from 
off the "good land the Lord their God had given 
them." So it is with the people of God now, if they 
set up idols in their hearts; if they follow, and serve, 
and bow down to any but Him who requireth all the 
heart, for a certainty they shall be scourges and 
thorns ; or if ye make affinity with those who know 
not your God, who serve not, and love not your Lord, 
they shall be traps and snares unto you. The sin 
brings its own punishment : but the standing of the 
Christian is — thanks be to God — upon surer grounds 
than was the promised land to Israel. They held that 
conditionally ; but the eternal inheritance is held by 
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Jesus^ secured in him, and is sure to all the seed. 
^' Nevertheless, the son who transgresseth shall bear 
the reproach of his sin." The idol of his heart shall 
pierce him through ; the false gods whom he serves 
shall not be able to deliver ; they shall be scourges in 
his sides and thorns in his eyes. ** Take heed, there^ 
fore, unto yourselves, that ye love the Lord your 
God." In the words of the aged apostle, who had 
been privileged to lean on the bospm of his Lord, I 
will conclude this meditation. ^^ Little children, keep 
yourselves from idols." Amen. 



Dec. 19. — All thy works shall praise thee, O Lord, and 
thy saints shall bless thee. They shall speak of the 
ylory of thy kingdom, and talk of thypotcer. — Psalm 
cxlv. 10, 11. 

All things in creation speak the praises of the Lord, 
from the minutest to the greatest of the works of his 
hands; harmony and beauty are evident in all. Animate 
and inanimate beings are aU adapted to the place as- 
signed them by Him who by " wisdom made them 
all." Perfection as to formation is in every blade, 
every leaf, every fibre. The mite, as well as the ele- 
phant, has its' several parts, juices, and functions 
adapted to the tiny sphere in which it moves. All show 
forth the praises of the Lord. Who could create such 
wonders, but God alone ? How can they be viewed 
with an eye of indifference? Yet thus it is; they pass 
unnoticed, because creation is filled with these won- 
ders, and many are daily in our sight. Are we not 
ourselves fearfully and wonderfully made ? We use 
our limbs, our senses, our faculties ; but who reflects 
on him who formed them ? Who observes the marvel- 
lous structure of their own bodies to praise the Lord 
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thereby ? Alas, man is for the most part senseless to 
the works of the wonder-working God ! Nevertheless 
" all thy works praise thee, Lord ; " and assuredly 
'' thy saints shall bless thee : '* bless thee for what 
thou hast done for their soids, though they remain 
blind to the wonders of the body. To speak of the 
glory of thy kingdom might well employ their 
tongues ; to talk of thy power would be an endless 
theme for all the faculties which thou hast bestowed. 
Surely they can speak of the glory of thy kingdom, 
and talk of thy power, to show forth thy praise ; 
though to comprehend the extent of either can never 
be attained by mortal, and the utmost stretch of man's 
imagination must fail. It is enough to know that Jesus 
is gone to prepare a place, that where he is, there will 
those who love him be ; and eye hath not seen, nor 
the heart of man conceived, the glory that shall be 
revealed to them. The power of God is without limit, 
we see it in these works that praise him, in those who 
bless him. Where can we go that his power is not 
visible? and where can we flee from it, if we would? 
His power in creation is visible, his power in redemp- 
tion is felt and not seen ; the glory of thy kingdom 
shall crown thy power, and thy power shall be made 
manifest in the glory of thy kingdom. O Lord, how 
high, how vast, how far surpassing all the mind can 
grasp, are all things connected with thy power and 
thy glory ; we can speak of them, but cannot compre- 
hend, "for the half of it cannot be told." But let us 
bless thee, Lord, for what we do know^ and glory 
alone in thee and thy power ; and blessed be thy 
glorious name for ever and ever. 
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Dec. 20. — Also I set watchmen over them, saying. 
Hearken to the sound of the trumpet. But they 
said J We will not hearken. — Jeb. vi. 17. 
In tracing the history of Israel, we cannot but ob- 
6er\"e that the nature of man is the same now as then; 
and the prophet Jeremiah appears to speak in my ear 
unto this guilty, this professing Christian nation. 
What is the state of our country? What are those 
who call themselves Christians ? What the doctrine 
and practice of the so-called (man-made distinction) 
church and chapel? Blessed be God, Christianity has 
been the means of civilizing barbarous nations ; and 
making, as it were, of ravenous beasts, domestic ani- 
mals ; our own land has been brought out of gross 
darkness, and we praise the Lord for it; but reflecting 
on its privileges, and its national profession of the holy 
religion of Jesus, we see " the sin of Judah written 
with a pen of iron, with a point of a diamond." Go 
ye from the throne to the cottage, from the statesman 
to the peasant, and where shall we find the lowliness, 
the meakness of Christianity; where the non-con- 
formity to the world, its pomps and vanities, its cus^ 
toms and its sins? May we not with the prophet justly 
say, " for every one from the least even unto the 
greatest, is given to covetouaness ; from the prophet 
even unto the priest, every one dealeth falsely ? " Doth 
it not sound in mine ear, " Shall I not visit them for 
these things, saith the Lord ? Shall not my soul be 
avenged on such a nation as this?" Oh Judah, Judah, 
destruction shall begin at the house of God ; ye have 
polluted my sanctuaries, ye profane my temples, ye 
worship idols, ye are gone from " the faith once de- 
livered to the saints," and have set up images, the 
works of your own hands. T\ie Vt\^ .>qc>^^ ^1 HXi^ 
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forest shall tear and destroy, the wolf in aheepi 
clothing is at the doorythe abomination of desolatioD 
shall be set up in the land, and millions will bow 
down to the ^* beast." When yon are folly ripe, your 
ca^jtivity shall oome, and gross daitoess shall enthral 
yon ; the snare is laid, and yon see it not ; the wily 
serpent is ocnled beneath a covering, which the eye 
cannot penetrate, and where we least expected to 
find it; and secretly is the poisonous venom put 
forth, and many shall be the victims of its deadly 
sting. This master-piece of delusion, and Satan's 
mockery of our holy faith, is extending its Ixntiars, 
and spreading its nets far and wide — ^f or the iniquity 
of the land, for the pollution of my name, shall it 
be^the scoorge shall come, thoogh ye cry '' Peace, 
peace/' but behold sndden destmction. 

The Lord God omnipotent reigneth ! Here we rest 
He is over all ; he will bring to pass all his pnrpoees ; 
the powers of darkness can go no farther than he wills. 
Man by nature is alienated from the life of God io 
the sool. In vain do the watchmen whom the Lord 
hath set, cry, ^* Hearken to the sound of the trumpet;" 
ye say, " We will not hearken." Ye credit the fal«e 
prophets; *' but when the word of the prophet shall 
come to pass, then shall it be known that the Lord 
hath truly sent him." 



Dec. 21. — Many are the afflictions of the righteous: 
but the Lord deliver eth him out of them all. — Psalm 
xxxiv. 10. 

^^ It is through much tribulation we must enter the 
kingdom of God," the disciples of Jesus taught in 
early dajs. It is a truth, that many are the afRictions 
of the righteous, the redeemed of the Lord; and it is 
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a cheering promise for the Churcli to apply unto her- 
self, that the Lord will deliver them out of all, and we 
may say he doth deliver : for from all the afflictions 
of this life death will mercifully deliver at the last, and 
the righteous soul will realize how far better to depart 
and be with Christ. But we must look beyond the 
members, to the Head of the Church, and we shall see 
something which points to Jesus in these words, " The 
Lord delivereth him out of them all." The justified 
members are only righteous in the Head, and Jesus is 
" the righteous^ " Were any sorrows like his sor- 
rows ? " " Many were his afflictions ; " all thy waves 
are gone over me." No mortal can estimate the afflic- 
tions of Jesus, the weight of sins imputed to him ; for 
" he bare the sins of many in his own body on the 
tree " mere humanity must have sunk under. Jesus 
freely laid down his life, bearing the cross and endur^ 
ing the shame ; " but the Lord delivereth him out of 
them all." Triumphantly he rises, and now ever 
liveth at the right hand of God. The 20th verse con- 
firms the prophetic spirit of the Psalmist, " He kept 
all his bones, not one of them is broken " (see John 
xix. 36). As the Lord has delivered him from all his 
afflictions, so have the members been delivered from 
the bondage state of this world ; and when all are re-< 
united to the Head, then shall the saying be fully 
brought to pass, " death is swallowed up in victory." 
There shall be no more going out ; death and hell 
shall be subdued for ever : '^ they shall be cast into 
the lake of fire," with all who are "not found written 
in the book of life." " Salvation, and honour, and 
glory, and praise, unto the Lord our God, for true 
and righteous are his judgments." 
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Dec. 22. — But the sons of Belial shaU be all of them 
as thorns thrust away, because they cannot he taken 
with hands : But the man that shall touch theni must 
be fenced rmth iron and the staff of a spear, — 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 6, 7. 

Many deny the total depravity of man^ and the 
sovereignty of the Almighty in his right to choose 
part of mankind to eternal life, and to leave the rest; 
** Keprobate silver shall men call them, because the 
Lord hath rejected them." 

Could David mean that the sons of Belial could not 
be taken in the body with hands P David's victories 
had been too many over the followers of false gods, to 
suppose this. No man can take them, no human 
power can soften the hard heart, or subdue the natural 
mind, to bring it to worship God in spirit and in truth. 
The sons of Belial, with the withered branches, shall 
be as thorns thrust away, they cannot be taken with 
hands, but the man that shall touch them must be 
fenced with iron and the staff of a spear ; and that 
man ** shall break them with a rod of iron, and dash 
them in pieces like a potter's vessel " (Ps. ii. 8, 9). 
Not even the Lord's own has man the power of touch- 
ing the heart, for they are dead in trespasses and &m, 
and sunk in nature's darkness even as others *, the 
Spirit of the Lord alone can effect this. Man delivers 
the message, sounds the gospel trumpet; but until the 
Spirit applies, the heart is untouched. All shall hear 
whom the Lord shall choose ; but the sons of Belial 
will never hear the voice of the charmer, charm he 
ever so sweetly. It is the power of God which is mani- 
fest in all; "power to create, and power to destroy;" 
power to give life, and power to leave for the second 
death ; power to raise from the dust, and power to 



DECEMBER. 403 

■crush ; i^ower to make whole, and power to break in 
pieces. God the Lord, in whom is all my hope and 
trust, I bow to thy sovereign power in heaven and 
«arth. Thou rulest over all, turning the hearts of 
men as thou wilt. The righteous shall praise thee, 
and the sons of Belial shall own thy power, and tha': 
thou art just in all thy ways. 



Dec. 23. — There he many that say, Who mil show us 
any good f — Psalm iv. 6. 
'' Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance 
upon us." This is the greatest good thou canst show 
us ; this is the chief good — the everlasting good, " In 
the light of thy countenance is favour, aAd in thy 
favour is life for evermore." To walk in the light of 
his countenance, we must behold the Father in the 
face of Jesus Christ the Son. To have the light of 
his countenance, is to be " brought out of darkness 
into marvellous light." Who can show us any good 
but the Lord only ? " Every good and perfect gift 
must come from thee ; " for with thee is the fountain 
of life, in thy light shall we see light. Jesus said, " I 
am the light of the world ; he that followeth me shall 
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." 
If then the Lord lift up his countenance upon us, we 
possess all things — all is ours, for Christ is ours. There 
be many that say, "Where is the promise of his 
coming ? " Yet come he will in a day. and hour that 
we know not ; then woe unto you upon whom the 
Lord has not lifted the light of his countenance ; 
who are walking in darkness, rejecting the light. 
Many there be who say, " we see," and think aU blind 
but themselves, and those who follow with them. 
Nature has the benefit of creating light and provi- 
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dential protection ; but saving light is only from the 
special light of the Lord*s conntenanoe, transmitted 
by his Holy Spirit. Many renewed souls often lose 
the light of the Lord's countenance in experience ; 
then they cry, " Who will show us any good ? " They 
feel there is no good but what the Lord bestows— no 
gfood when the Lord hides himself ; but this very 
hiding is for good, the Lord proves his children, and 
exercises their faith thereby. Art thou so exercised, I 
my soul ? Wait on the Lord, he will again lift up 
the light of his countenance upon thee, and thou 
shalt live to praise him for all his dealings with thee, 
whether by darkness or light, sickness or health, \ 
sorrow or joy. " All things shall work together for 
good to those who love the Lord." 



Dec. 24. — That the Lord thy God may shoio us the 
way wherein we may walk, and the thing that ire 
may do. — Jer. xlii, 3. 

The deoeitfulness of man's heart is extreme, his 
self-will ungovernable, and his rebellion to God's holy 
way continually manifested by history and experience. 
Jeremiah is instructed by the people of Israel to pray 
unto the Lord for them ; " Whether it be good or 
whether it be evil, we will obey the voice of the Lord 
our God, to whom we send thee." The Lord said, ye 
shall not go into Egypt ; yet hear what is said to the 
prophet after he had delivered the Lord's message, 
" Thou speakest falsely, the Lord our God has not 
sent thee to say. Go not into Egypt." "So they came 
into the land of Egypt, for they obeyed not the voice 
of the Lord." Oh my soul, what hypocrisy it is to 
ask counsel of the Loxd, widthen take thine own way. 
But is it nottlie -way ol mwi^ \i^\ft«n£fflR&\sQ^^t- 
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forms not ; he says, " ask the Lord," and then follows 
the devioes of his own heart. The Lord helping us, 
we will advance into the latter day — this generation — 
the gospel day, and see what the Lord our God will 
show us there. With Israel we cannot rest ; under 
the law we have no firm standing ; it is a sandy foun- 
dation, which was to be done away when the glory 
which surpasseth was revealed ; when the Church was 
to be built upon the Rock, " the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief comer stone." Now the " Lord our God hath 
shown us plainly the way wherein we may walk, and 
the thing that we may do." There is but one way, 
the narrow way ; one answer to the cry, " What shall 
I do to be saved ? " " Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ," who is the only way to be reconciled to God. 
We dare not vow, but look unto the Lord to give us 
sti'ength to run the race set before us. We know 
something of the deceitf ulness of our heart, and the 
insufficiency of ourselves to do anything as of our- 
selves. But the heart cries, Lord, help «8, guide us, 
instruct, direct — tell us where to go^when to stand 
still — when to move; in all our ways direct our paths ; 
let thy will be done ; keep us from rebellion for 
Christ's sake, who hath done all completely and eter- 
nally for the salvation of the soul. Let the love of 
Christ constrain us, the law of love bind us, for the 
yoke of Jesus is easy and his burden light. 



Dec. 26. — I am sought of them that asked not for me: 
I am found of them that sought me not : I said. Be- 
hold me, behold me, tmto a nation that was not called 
hy my name. — Isaiah Ixv. 1. 
In Christ Jemis there is neithet 3Qi^ not ^^\^^^<)^^ 
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are one in him. Oh that our hearts conld suiSoiently 
praise him for the merciful dispensation we are now 
undter — the law of love, of peace, and reconciliatioD ! 
Jesus has destroyed the wall of partition, and the 
Gentiles have found mercy which they sought not. 
Behold me, saith the Lord ; Israel haiJi rejected me, 
and behold I graft the Gentiles into the living vine. 
This prophecy was fulfilled in due time ; the Jews re- 
jected the Messiah, nothing human could convince 
their hardened hearts — ^the word of God was spoken 
to them, but they put it from them ; lo, we turn to 
the Gentiles. '' And when the Gentiles heard this 
they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord ; 
and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.'* 
(Acts xiii. 46-48). '* Found of them that sought me 
not." Is not this verified individually ? Does not 
the Lord '^seek his sheep and search them out.'' Many 
are arrested who are not seeking, and before they are 
aware the Lord says, *^ Behold me ! " Some seek long 
before the Lord reveals himself — all according to his 
good pleasure. Some have their eyes opened sud- 
denly, others sit by the way side begging, crying for 
mercy before the Lord calleth them. But all shall be 
called in, not a grain fall to the ground ; out of all 
nations the Lord has a seed to serve him ; they shall 
show forth thy praise, they shall inherit the kingdom 
prepared for them. They that sat in darkness shall 
come to the light, and behold him who hath redeemed 
them ; they shall behold thy glory, and sit down with 
thee in thy kingdom. 



Dec. 26. — Stand fast therefwe in the liberty where- 
with Christ hath made us free, — Gal. v. 1, 
Not the liberty of licentiousness, as some do slan- 
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derously report and affirm, of those who have been 
graciously delivered from the entanglement of the 
law yoke of bondage. Those who are delivered from 
the condemnation of sin , and the curse of the law, are 
not at liberty to sin as they list, nor will a gracious 
soul say, ** Let us sin that grace may abound." Paul 
is here speaking of the Jewish law, some parts of 
which the Jewish converts were desirous of retaining, 
and binding themselves with a yoke from which 
Christ had made them free ; and not only retain it 
themselves, but desired to bind it upon the Gentile 
converts, who had never been under the Jewish law. 
The apostle exhorts them to ^* stand fast in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free ; " not to sew a 
new piece on an old garment, nor put the new gospel 
wine into the old bottles of the law : " For I testify 
again to every one that is circumcised, that he is a 
debtor to do the whole law." Oh ye Christianised 
law-workers, think not that your keeping some of God*s 
commandments will suffice; if ye bind the yoke 
around your neck, seek to be justified by the deeds of 
the law, ye must perform every jot and tittle — then 
let conscience speak, and will it not condemn ? But 
many renewed souls are making the law a rule iot the 
walk of the Christian. *' Tell me ye that desire to be 
under the law, do ye not hear the law P " Paul then 
describes the allegory of the two covenants — this Agar 
is mount Sinai, and answereth to Jerusalem which now 
is, and is in bondage with her children ; '' but Jerusa- 
lem which is above is free, which is the mother of us 
all." These are the children of the promise, which was 
before the law. The children of the bondwoman are 
bom after the flesh — the law of a carnal command- 
ment — which, being a shadow, could not make the 

2 H 2 
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comers thereunto perfect ; but the children of the free 
woman are bom after the promise^ and are the chil- 
dren of Abraham through faith. They have a High 
Priest made after the power of an endless life. Moees 
and the law are dead (Rom. vii. 6) ; but the Son liveth 
for ever, and whomsoever he makes free are free in- 
deed ; and the Lord's freemen are under the law of 
love, and not the law of bondage ; free from the law 
of works, the law of servitude, and under the law of 
faith and the willing service of a son. ^' Stand fast, 
therefore, in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made 
OS free.'* Heed not, my soul, the false teachers and 
preachers of the present day. To the word of inspira- 
tion — ^it is not a sealed book to those whose eyes 
have been opened to a spiritual understanding ; and 
herein are the words of eternal life. " Dost thou be- 
lieve in the Son of God P " said Jesus to the man bom 
blind, to whom he had given sight. '* Who is he 
Lord, that I might believe on him P *' ** It is he which 
talketh with thee." Canst thou not, my soul, fancy 
the delight of the restored man when be simply ex- 
claims, " Lord, I believe P " Belief was followed by 
act. '^ And he worshipped him." He had been cast 
out of the synagogue by the unbelieving Jews ; but 
Jesus found him, and he was translated from the 
darkness of the law to the glorious light of the gospel, 
the glorious liberty of the sons of God. '' Stand fast 
in the liberty whereby Christ hath made us free." 
" If the Son make you free, then are ye free indeed." 



Dbc. 27. — Praise ye the Lord. Sing vmto the Lord a 
neto Bong, and his praise in the ccmgregation of saints. 
Psalm cxlix. 1. 
As this inspired book of heavenly songs draws to 
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a conclusion, how full of praise is it ! My soul feels 
that I also am drawing to the conclusion of these 
" Meditations." What would my soul be filled with ? 
Should I hang my head as the bulrush, and in mock 
humility say, *^I am not worthy of the great salva- 
tion ? " Should I go mourning all the day long, be- 
cause I do not the things I would and do that which 
I would not ? " Lord, if thou givest joy, who can 
give sorrow ? '* If thou givest praise, neither the 
tongue nor the pen shall be restrained. There is not 
one upon earth worthy of salvation. It is a precious 
truth that Jesus receiveth sinners ; and, as such, we 
must come to him to be healed. Perfection is not for 
this time-state. My soul doth glory that our perfec- 
tion is in Jesus, and gives him all the praise. We 
sing unto him the new song of gospel peace, glad 
tidings, good- will towards men ; the new song of sal- 
vation by grace, and not by the deeds of the law, *^ by 
which no flesh living shall be justified.'' We sing the 
new song of gospel liberty, being released from the 
yoke of bondage. We would sound the praise of 
Jesus in the congregation of saints, in that he hath 
redeemed us from the pit of corruption, and cleansed 
us from all sin in the sight of the Father, by his own 
most precious blood. Praise him, that he hath given 
sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, feet to the 
lame, life to the dead. Praise him, that he hath 
brought in an everlasting righteousness and secured 
eternal glory for all his redeemed. *' Praise God in 
his sanctuary, into which the righteous run, and are 
safe." Jesus, the living temple (John ii, 19-21). 
*' Praise him in the firmament of his power." " I am 
he that liveth and was dead, and behold I am alive for 
evermore. Amen. And have the keys of hell and of 
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dfiatli." Hallelujah. "Praise him for his mighty 
acts ; praise him according to his excellent greatness.'' 
Oh, that every string of his redeemed was tuned to 
praise the Lord. " Let everything that hath breath 
praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord.** 



Drc. 28. — But the Jerusalem which is above is frety 
which is the mother of us aU. — Gal. iv. 26. 
The eyes of nature rest in time. Men view the be- 
ginning and the end by dates and eras, and compute 
time from seconds to years by the regular course of 
the planets. But when we look above this earth, and 
meditate upon the Lord of all, time is lost. There is 
neither beginning nor end with the Most High. The 
Jerusalem which was on earth had its beginning 
in time ; but the Jerusalem which is above has no 
date by the records of man, and we are compelled to 
trace the purposes of God from everlasting. The Je- 
rusalem which is above, which is the mother of all the 
redeemed, originates in the eternal love of God " I 
have loved thee with an everlasting love." " Blessed 
be the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in Christ, accord- 
ing as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation 
of the world." These are Scripture testimonies from 
the many that might be given. All the events of time 
are for the development of God s eternal purposes ; 
and when, by faith's eye, we see and believe this, the 
mind is set at rest, and murmurings, rebellions, and 
cavillings, are stopped; but if we \dew events as 
happening by chance or according to our own arrange- 
ments, anxiety and discontent will assuredly follow. 
We are apt to view the Lord as " such a one as our- 
selves," and judge^of things by our own finite minds. 
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We would order events in accordance with our own 
desires, and fret and are dismayed when disappoint- 
ment is our portion, accusing ourselves or our fellow- 
mortal for the failure of our schemes. O blind mor- 
tality ! unbelieving soul ! slow of heart to believe 
what thou canst not comprehend. Thus thou wilt not 
look beyond time, because thou canst not see all the 
links that form the chain of eternity. This is not for 
thee to behold ; but the Jerusalem which is above ; 
that the purposes of God are eternal ; " that he is of 
one mind, and who can turn him," are clearly seen 
Uy the eye of faith. All things are progressing in 
their appointed order. *' Jesus Christ, the same yes- 
terday, to-day, and for ever," is the sum and substance 
of all. He is the sun, the light, the centre, the begin- 
ning and the end, the first and the last of the New 
Jerusalem. " Here is no temple ; for the Lord God 
Ahnighty and the Lamb are the temple of it." " And 
the glory of God does lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof." This is the free Jerusalem, free grace, 
free love, free salvation, "without money or without 
price,'' free pardon. " Grace, grace unto it." Ye 
have left the old Jerusalem of bondage, and are come 
unto Mount Sion, the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, to the general assembly and 
Church of the First-born, which are written in heaven, 
and to Jesus, the Mediator of the " new covenant " 
(Heb. xii. 22-24). 



I )ec. 29. — Strive to enter in at the strait gate ; for 
many J I say unto you, shall seek to enter in, and shall 
not he able. — Luke xiii. 24. 
" Lord, are there few that be saved? " was the 

question of one to whom our Lord gave this reply. It 
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is not for man to know whether there be few or 
many^ and the vain cariosity of the inquirer seems 
to be reproved by the answer of Jesus. Question 
not about the number to be saved, but strive to enter 
in thyself at the strait gate ; *' for many shall seek to 
enter in, and shall not be able." '^ Strait is the gate 
and narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it ; but broad is the road that 
leadeth to destruction." These are the words of 
Jesus, that many shall seek and not enter in, because 
they seek not to enter by the strait gate and narrow 
way. Man by nature seeks to enter in by his own 
way, but those who find the strait gate and narrow 
way are those whom the Lord seeks. The natural 
man will never find it ; he seeks to enter in by that 
way which is pleasing to the flesh, easy to be at- 
tained, but gets not out of the broad road. my 
soul! How many seek who will never find. The 
gate is too strait, the way too narrow for man to find 
by his own endeavours; he seeks to enter in, and 
satisfies conscience by his own endeavours, and lulls 
himself in the arms of a false peace. By nature, 
man is blind to spiritual things. The Spirit of God 
alone can unclose the eyes to behold the narrow way. 
There must be a " new bihth." This is one of the 
Lord's spiritual secrets, which nature cannot under- 
stand, and no man can regenerate himself. This is 
thei exclusive office of the Holy Spirit, and without 
this no man can enter the kingdom of heaven. This 
is the strait gate, and Jesus is the only way; there is 
no other. The Jews saw the miracles, but few be- 
lieved on him who worked them, to the saving of 
their souls. The way was too narrow for the self- 
righteous Pharisees, thanking God they were not as 
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other men ; all proving that none ** can come to 
JesuB miless the Father draw them/' When the 
Spirit convinces of sin, there is a striving after Jesus^ 
who is then revealed as the only way. The sick soul 
will press after him, the whole need not a physician ; 
nor is there any peace or healing until the garment 
is touched, the balm applied, and the still small voice 
is heard, ** Thy sins are forgiven ; go in peace." 
Every way in the broad road may be tried, but there 
is no peace, no rest for the sin-sick soul until the 
narrow way is entered. The self-seeker is self-satifl- 
lied ; but the broken-hearted — those whom the Lord 
calls — can only be satisfied with Jesus. All besides 
are ^physicians of no value;'' and the sensibly- 
pardoned sinner glories in giving him all the praise. 



Dec. 30. — Peace be to the brethren, and love with 

faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. Grace be icith all them that love our Laid 

Jesus Christ in sincerity. — Eph. vi. 23, 24. 

What can be added to the words of the apostle to 

make them more weighty? Nothing. Unless the 

Spirit apply whatever is written in the inspired word 

of God, or may be written therefrom, there is neither 

power, unction, nor profit. 

The Lord will bless his own word as he pleases and 
to whom he pleases. One reads with coldness and 
indifference what may fill the whole soul of another 
with joy and praise. One will read and profit by 
what another will condemn. One sees truth in what 
another calls false. One reads for instruction, another 
to cavil ; so varied are the minds of men, unless led 
by the same Spirit. Brethren in Christ, ye have ob- 
tained peace by the blood of Jesus ; ye have the ever- 
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lasting love of God, and faith bestowed to lay hold on 
the hope set before you. The high privileges of salva- 
tion are revealed to us by the word and the Sprit, and 
the new commandment is to love one another. Oh^ 
that peaoe dwelt among us, and love with faith indeed ; 
but where is the spirit of love and peaoe among the 
brethren P We judge after the flesh, and are carnal — 
in the spirit of rancour, and not in meekness — the 
spirit of pride, and not in humility — in the spirit of 
the old man Adam, and not of the new man in Christ. 
" For whereas there is among you envying, and strife, 
and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men ? '^ 
We profess to love the Lord Jesus in sincerity ; but^ 
do we love one another for his sake ? Are we not, 
rather, partial ? Judge your ownselves. The Lord 
help us to look more at the inward grace than at the 
outward form or mode of worship. Here is the great 
stumbling-block. The disciples of Jesus said, ^' Mas- 
ter, we saw one casting out devils in thy name, and 
we forbade him, because he f oUoweth not with us. 
Jesus said. Forbid him not ; for he that is not against 
us is for us.'' My soul, what is the conclusion of the 
matter P That imperfection is stamped upon all flesh. 
When we look there, all is gloomy and unsatisfying ; 
but lift thy soul above that which must return to dust. 
Look unto Jesus and the never-dying soul, which he 
has, by free and sovereign grace, redeemed. Rejoice 
in him; leave all things with him; glorify him; 
praise him ; and most heartily doth my soul conclude 
this " Meditation " with *' Grace be with all them 
that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Now, 
unto God and our Father be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen." 
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Dec. 31. — A7id wJien the chief Shepherd shall appear, 

ye shall receive a croim of glory that fadeth not 

away. — 1 Peter v. 4. 

The last of the month, the last day of the year, 
and it might possibly be the last day of thy mortal 
life. Look at the portion of Scripture with which 
thon hast to conclude this portion of time. 

This little volume was begun with a " Meditation " 
on the great Jehovah in his essential Deity, whom 
no mortal can approach unto and live ; but now we 
behold the way of access, the way of reconciliation to 
the one only God, who is infinite in holiness. We are 
brought to the Mediator of a better covenant than 
the law given by Moses ; we are come to the grace 
and truth which came by Jesus Christ (John i. 17), 
the Ratifier of the everlasting covenant, " ordered in 
all things and sure." We are brought also to look 
for the " chief Shepherd's " re-appearing, when you 
(Who ? Canst thou, my soul, make self-application ?) ; 
when you shall receive a " crown of glory which 
fadeth not away." Oh, canst thou realize that this 
blessing is for theeP What are fading earthly 
crowns — what all the fading things of earth, com- 
pared with this unfading crown of glory ? What 
are all the trials and tribulations of this vain world, 
when, with the eye of faith, we can look within the 
vail, and realize Jesus as ours (and with him we 
possess all things — 1 Cor. iii. 21-23), our Fore- 
runner, who is for ever entered in, that all his sheep 
may follow and have eternal life (John x. 26-28). 
We have a precious admonition, a blessed assertion 
from our brother Peter under the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, " Casting all your care upon him ; for 
he careth for you." Oh that iai\i\i com^^ qw^^CvcwsJ^ 
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cast all care upon One who is ready to hear and 
willing to succour — One who ** careth for you." Be- 
ware of the adversary ; resist him steadfast in the 
faith ; for heeverwalketh about like a roaring ''lion, 
seeking whom he may devour;" but the Lord 
'' careth for you/' and in the strength of Jesus we 
shall be more than conquerors. Cheer up, my soul ; 
thy ''chief Shepherd" shall appear in due time, 
when all thine enemies and his enemies shall be seen 
no more for ever. Behold thy crown ; faint not at 
thy trials ; thy brethren who have departed in the 
faith have had the same path. 

" But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto 
his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after ye have suf- 
fered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, 
settle you." Look, then, my soul, to Him who alone 
can do all for theeandin thee. End the month, the year, 
yea, every year of thy life (if years be spared to 
the), nay, every day — with praises to the Lamb of 
God, the Saviour of sinners, " the Shepherd of his 
sheep," who "is faithful and true," and will never 
leave nor forsake those for whom he has shed his 
precious blood, who " shall receive a crown of glory 
which fadeth not away." Hallelujah ! " To him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 
Hallelujah ! 

And when our chief Shepherd appears 
To gather together his own, 
He will wipe from our faces all tears, 
And bid us encircle his throne. 

For he hath prepared a rich crown 
Of gloiT, which fades not away, 
For those he will claim as his own. 
When he comes on the great bridal day. 
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To Him let our praises ascend ; 
All honour and glory be given 
To Jesus, the sinner*s best Friend, 
Who hath opened the portals of heaven. 

By grace he hath sheathed the bright sword 
Of Justice, which guarded the way ; 
For Jehovah decreed by his Word 
The riches of grace to display. 

A heart that is broken we bring ; 
The banner of love he displays 
To Jesus, our Shepherd, our King, 
Hosanna ! Hosanna ! All praise ! 
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